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SKETCH    OF   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 


The  materials  for  a  sketch  of  the  life  of  Joseph  Tal- 
cott,  eleventh  Governor  of  Connecticut,  are  scanty,  and 
must  be  gathered  chiefly  from  the  official  records  of  his 
services  to  the  Colony,  and  to  his  native  place,  in  the 
Colonial  Records,  and  the  Town  Votes  of  Hartford.  The 
following  correspondence  probably  reveals  more  than  has 
been  known  of  him  before,  still  these  letters  deal  entirely 
with  affairs  of  state,  and  give  almost  nothing  of  those 
personal  details,  which  sometimes  lighten  agreeably  the 
solemnities  of  grave  official  documents  and  letters. 
Nevertheless,  there  are  occasional  touches  here  and 
there  which  give  us  glimpses  of  life  in  Connecticut  in 
the  first  half  of  the  last  century,  and  show  us  some- 
thing of  the  man  also.  The  phraseology  of  these 
epistles  in  many  cases  must  strike  us  of  the  present  day 
as  unnatural  and  strained,  to  say  the  least.  When  Gov- 
ernor Talcott  affirms  that  the  people  of  Connecticut  are 
filled  with  as  much  "zeal  for  their  Majesty's  honour  and 
grandeur,  even  to  the  last  of  their  posterity  (which  I 
pray  God  may  never  be  found  till  sun  and  moon  are  no 
more)  as  any  people  in  his  Majesty's  dominions,"  despite 
a  little  uncertainty  in  his  grammar,  he  appears  to  be 
indulging  in  a  vein  of  Oriental  hyperbole  hardly  justified 
by  what  took  place  among  those  same  loyal  people  forty- 
five  years  later.  His  letter  acknowledging  the  receipt  of 
the  news  of  the  death  of  George  I.,  and  the  accession  of 
George  II.,  would  do  credit  to  the  most  versatile  courtier 
that  ever  shouted  "The  King  is  dead,  Long  live  the 
King."  Still  we  should  not  accuse  the  good  old  Gov- 
ernor of  wholesale  hypocrisy.  The  sentiment  of  personal 
«  (xvii) 
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loyalty  was  a  much  more  real  thing  in  those  days  than 
now,  and  even  the  sturdy  New  Englanders  shared  in  it, 
and  although  it  was  unquestionably  politic  for  Connec- 
ticut to  make  loud  professions  of  devotion  to  the  throne, 
there  was  much  more  of  the  real  feeling  than  would  now 
be  comprehensible.  Modes  of  expression  have  changed 
too,  and  phrases  that  now  sound  hollow  and  unnatural 
then  conveyed  genuine  feeling,  a  fact  of  which  there  are 
numerous  evidences  in  general  literature.  The  colonists 
read  in  their  Bibles,  "  Fear  God  and  honor  the  King,"  and 
fully  intended  to  fulfil  the  lesser  duty  as  far  as  it  was 
compatible  with  the  higher,  considering  it  also  a  religious 
mandate.  The  English  government,  in  its  dense  stupidity, 
trampled  on  this  feeling,  and  the  causes  which  produced 
the  Revolution  are  seen  in  action  during  this  period. 
The  annoying  restrictions  on  trade,  and  the  prohibition  of 
the  infant  manufactures  caused  a  clearly  defined  irritation, 
which  appears  decidedly  in  some  of  the  letters,  and  the 
restrictive  policy  of  the  home  government  is  recognized 
in  the  postscript  in  Deputy-Governor  Law's  letter,  on 
page  123:  ''The  natural  tendency  of  disinheriting  the 
younger  brethren  is  the  promoting  manufactories,  which 
is  a  tender  plot :  it  may  not  be  thot  of  at  home."  The 
anxiety  and  alarm  in  the  Colony  over  the  threatened 
deprivation  of  the  Charter  is  vividly  portrayed  in  this 
correspondence,  and  it  is  possible  that  with  a  chief  mag- 
istrate of  less  prudence  and  judgment  the  worst  might 
have   happened. 

Joseph  Talcott  was  the  first  governor  of  Connecticut 
born  within  its  limits.  Plis  birth  took  place  in  Hartford, 
November  11  or  16,  1669.  He  was  the  fourth,  but  eld- 
est surviving  son  of  Lieutenant-Colonel  John  Talcott,  and 
his  first  wife,  Helena  Wakeman.  His  grandfather,  John 
Talcott,  who  was  descended  from  the  Talcotts  of  Colches- 
ter, and  Braintree,  County  Essex,  England,  was  prominent 
in  the  early  settlement  of  Hartford.  He  was  one  of  the 
Committee  who   for  the   first   time  sat  with   the   Court   of 
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Magistrates    in    1637,    and    Deputy    every   following    year 
until    1659,  when  he  was  chosen  Assistant,  also  Treasurer 
of  the  Colony  from    1652,  until   his   death   in   1660.     Lieu- 
tenant-Colonel John  Talcott  was  chosen  Treasurer  in  his 
father's   place,    and    held    the    office    until    1676,   when   he 
resigned    in    order    to    take    the    command   of    the    troops 
raised  for  King  Philip's  War.     He  obtained  great  renown 
as  a  leader  in  the   Indian   wars,  being  always  victorious. 
He   was    one   of    the   patentees  named  in   the   Charter  in 
1662,  and  one  of  three  persons  to  whom  it  was  entrusted 
for  safe   keeping.      He   died   July   23,    1688.      His  brother, 
Samuel,    Harvard    College,    1653,    was    also    Deputy,    and 
Assistant,  and  Captain  of  the  Troop  of  Hartford  County, 
so  that  Joseph  Talcott  belonged  to  a  family  whose  tradi- 
tion   it    was    to    serve   the    Colony.      His    first    appearance 
before  the  public,  however,  was  of  a  private  nature  while 
still   very  young,  and   in   rather   a   curious  way,  when   we 
consider  the  stand  he  was  obliged  to  take  during  his  ad- 
ministration  with   regard   to   the  law   of  intestate   estates, 
as   brought    before    the    home    government.      In    1691    he 
petitioned   the   General   Assembly   against   the   division   of 
his   father's   property,  and   claimed  possession   of  the  real 
estate   by  right   of  primogeniture.      Apparently  there   had 
been    a    disagreement    between    the    two    executors,    Capt. 
Samuel   Talcott,  his   uncle,  and   Capt.   Joseph   Wadsworth, 
of    Charter   Oak    fame,   his   brother-in-law.     Capt.    Talcott 
took   the    ground   that   the    proposed   division   of    the   real 
as   well   as   the    personal   estate,   proposed  by  Wadsworth, 
was   contrary    to   law,    and    for    the    only   benefit    of    the 
daughters,  and  younger  sons,  the   land  being  all  apprized 
so    high    it    might    never   be   possible   for   the   eldest   son, 
Joseph,    to    purchase    it.      The   Court    allowed    the    distri- 
bution  of   the    personal   estate,  as   exhibited   in   Court   by 
the  administrator,  but  referred  the  settlement  of  the  real 
estate   to   the   Court   of   Assistants,   but    that    Court    gave 
Joseph    Talcott    only    a     double    portion,    in    May,    1690. 
Hence    his    petition  :  —  "  all    this    while    y"  pore    petitioner 
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was  kept  in  y^  dark  as  unworthy  to  be  acquainted  with 
y''  time  when  y^  Cort  was  agitating  of  this  .  matter 
whereby  I  have  been  put  out  of  all  capacitie  to  plead 
for  myself  and  so  my  right  taken  away  and  I  suffer  as 
mute."  The  full  text  of  his  appeal  is  given  in  the  fourth 
volume  of  Private  Controversies,  in  the  State  Archives, 
and  forms  a  curious  contrast  to  the  arguments  in  favor  of 
the  law  of  intestate  estates,  which  he  penned  forty  years 
later  in  his  capacity  of  chief  magistrate.  The  General 
Assembly  confirmed  the  decision  of  the  lower  Court,  in 
accordance  with  the  usual  practice  of  giving  a  double 
portion   of  the   estate   only  to   the   eldest   son. 

This  episode  over,  we  hear  nothing  more  of  Joseph 
Talcott  until  he  was  chosen  townsman  (or  selectman)  in 
Hartford  in  1692.  At  this  time  he  was  only  twenty- three, 
an  early  age  for  such  an  office,  usually  held  by  some  of 
the  elder  men  of  the  town.  He  was  chosen  again  in 
1697,  and  held  various  town  offices  from  that  time  on, 
and  served  on  numerous  committees.  In  1704,  when  an 
alarm  of  Indian  war  ran  through  New  England,  Lieuten- 
ant Joseph  Talcott  was  appointed  one  of  a  committee  "to 
proportion  and  lay  out  to  each  person  how  much  they 
shall  make  of  the  fortifications  agreed  on  to  be  done  on 
the  north  side  of   the  river."     (Little   River.) 

He  was  a  member  of  the  committee  for  managing 
the  affairs  of  the  Free  Grammar  School  for  twenty  years, 
but  resigned  after  he  became  Governor.  He  served  sev- 
eral times  on  committees  appointed  to  represent  the 
claims  of  Hartford  to  the  Western  Lands  before  the 
General   Assembly. 

He  was  appointed  Ensign  of  the  Train  Band  in. Hart- 
ford, "on  the  north  side  of  the  riverett,"  in  October,  1697. 
A  year  later  he  was  Lieutenant,  and  afterwards  he  was 
Captain.  In  17 10  he  was  appointed  to  the  more  import- 
ant position  of  Major  of  the  First  Regiment,  an  office 
which  he  held  until  he  became  Governor.  This  command 
involved    some    active    service    against    the    Indians.       In 
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August,  1723,  Major  Talcott  was  ordered  by  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Council  "to  ride  upon  the  frontier  from  Hart- 
ford to  New  Milford,  to  take  effectual  care  that  the 
orders  of  the  board,  relating  to  a  scout,  &c.,  for  the 
safety  of  the  northern  frontier  of  this  Colony  to  the  west 
of  the  Connecticut  River  be  duly,  and  as  speedily  as  may 
be,  put  in  execution  ;  and  that  he  take  like  care  for  exe- 
cuting the  orders  of  this  board  for  watching  and  warding 
at  Stafford  and  Ashford."  A  week  later  he  was  ordered 
to  the  command  of  a  body  of  two  hundred  men,  raised 
for  the  defense  of  the  frontier,  and  he  received  further 
orders  to  "ride  forthwith  into  the  western  frontier."  His 
services  continued  through  the  next  year,  and  in  October, 
1724,  the  General  Assembly  voted,  "Whereas  the  Hon"^ 
Joseph  Talcott  Esq"",  now  Governor  of  this  Colony,  hath 
in  the  summer  past  been  at  much  pains,  and  spent  much 
of  his  time  in  the  affairs  of  the  Indian  war,  for  which 
his  Honour  hath  received  no  recompense  :  This  Assembly 
do  therefore  grant  the  sum  of  ;^i5  to  be  paid  to  his 
Honour  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  for  his  good  service 
in   that   affair." 

It  was  probably  in  fulfillment  of  his  military  duties 
that  he  assisted  in  taking,  and  bringing  in  the  rioters  that 
broke  the  gaol  in  October,  1722,  in  the  famous  Hartford 
riot,  when  Captain  James  Fitch  was  forcibly  taken  out  of 
prison  by  his  friends  and  neighbors  from  the  "  Hop  River 
Country."  For  this  service  Talcott  was  recompensed  by 
the  General  Assembly. 

He  was  first  chosen  Deputy  from  Hartford  to  the 
General  Assembly  in  October,  1708;  was  Speaker  of  the 
Lower  House  in  the  May  session  of  1710  ;  made  Assist- 
ant in  May,  171 1.  This  position  he  held  until  he  was 
elected  Deputy-Governor,  after  the  death  of  Nathan  Gold, 
in  October,   1723. 

Governor  Saltonstall  died  of  an  apoplexy,  September 
20,  1724,  and  Deputy-Governor  Talcott  was  chosen  Gov- 
ernor until  the    ist  of   May  following,    by   the   Assembly, 
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with  Jonathan  Law,  Deputy- Governor.  This  choice  was 
confirmed  by  the  people,  and  both  continued  in  office 
until  Talcott's   death,  when  Law  succeeded   him. 

The  Governor  was  a  lawyer,  as  well  as  soldier,  and 
was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Hartford  County 
in  May,  1705;  of  the  Quorum  in  May,  1706;  Judge  of 
the  County  Court,  and  Court  of  Probate  in  the  County 
of  Hartford,  May,  1714;  and  was  again  chosen  Judge 
of  Probate  in  May,  1715,  an  office  he  held  for  the  re- 
mainder of  his  life.  He  was  appointed  Judge  of  the  Su- 
perior  Court  in   May,    1721. 

He  was  chosen  to  go  with  Governor  Saltonstall,  in 
October,  1709,  to  the  general  meeting  of  the  Governors, 
Gentlemen  of  the  Council  and  Assembly,  of  the  respective 
governments  concerned  in  the  expedition  against  Canada, 
at  Rhode  Island,  alternate  with  William  Pitkin,  Esq.,  or 
Mr.  John  Eliot. 

The  records  of  the  First  Church  show  that  Mr.  Jo- 
seph Talcott  was  received  into  full  communion  April 
12,  1696,  and  four  years  later,  in  1700,  his  wife  was 
also  received.  About  twenty  years  afterward  some  mat- 
ter of  offense  was  charged  against  Major  Talcott,  and 
at  a  meeting  held  July  9,  17 19,  it  was  referred  to  the 
Reverends  Mr.  Solomon  Stoddard,  Mr.  John  Williams,  and 
Mr.  William  Williams,  for  their  advice.  It  does  not  ap- 
pear what  the  offense  was,  or  what  was  the  finding  of 
the  referees.  But  on  January  31,  1720,  "the  following 
vote  was  offered  to  y^  Church,  and  consented  to  by 
them  —  If  you  do  freely  overlooke  and  Passe  by  all 
things  that  have  passed  between  Maj ''  Talcott  and  your- 
selves as  matters  of  offense  and  do  upon  his  desire 
withdraw  your  charge  you  have  Laid  against  him  to 
prosecute  it  no  farther,  and  do  receive  him  to  your 
charity  and  communion,  manifest  your  consent  hereunto 
by  your  Silence.  Which  was  done  by  the  Church."  He 
appears  to  have  been  fully  forgiven,  for  at  various 
times  he   served    on    committees    appointed   to   deal   with 
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church  affairs.  He  was  active  in  the  proceedings  re- 
lating to  the  building  of  a  new  meeting-house.  He 
was  one  of  a  committee  appointed  to  confer  with  "our 
friends  of  the  new  Church,  {i.  e.,  the  Second  or  South 
Church,)  to  see  if  they  are  of  one  mind  and  whether  they 
will  engage  with  us  to  build  a  House  and  unite  into  one 
Society."  Then,  when  this  project  fell  through,  he  was 
one  of  the  committee  chosen  "to  fix  and  determine  the 
most  accommodable  place  for  setting  up  a  Meeting  House 
next  the  Great  Street  in  Hartford."  In  1728,  he,  with 
fifty-five  others,  signed  an  agreement  to  build,  if  the 
house  could  be  located  on  the  burying-ground,  and  finally 
that  was  the  spot  chgsen  for  the  new  structure  —  with 
some  variation  in  position,  the  site  since  occupied  by  the 
Center  Church.* 

It  is  significant  of  the  little  traveling  that  was  done 
by  most  men  in  those  days,  that  we  have  so  little  evi- 
dence of  journeys  made  by  Governor  Talcott  outside  of 
the  bounds  of  his  government.  He  was  chosen,  first  by 
Massachusetts,  and  then  by  New  Hampshire,  one  of  the 
commissioners  to  make  a  full  and  complete  settlement 
of  the  boundaries  between  the  two  provinces,  August 
31,  1730.  His  colleagues  were  Major  Roger  Wolcott  of 
Windsor,  Adolph  Phillipse,  Esq.,  of  New  York,  Colonel 
William  Coddington,  and  Colonel  John  Wanton  of  New- 
port, and  Mr.  John  Lydal  of  Boston.  The  two  provinces 
had  maintained  a  long  and  tedious  controversy  respect- 
ing the  dividing  lines  between  them,  and  it  was  not 
settled  at  this  time.  Governor  Talcott  was  also  chosen 
to  settle  the  boundary  between  the  Province  of  New 
Hampshire,  and  the  late  Province  of  Maine.  The  Assem- 
blies of  both  Massachusetts,  and  New  Hampshire,  agreed 
to   this   appointment  in   February,   1730/31. 

Governor  Talcott's  residence  is  still  standing,  though 
much    changed    and    dilapidated.      It    is    the    old    yellow 


*  History  of  the  First  Church,  270,  280. 
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building,  long  occupied  by  D.  Brooks  &  Sons,  as  a  stove 
and  tinware  store,  and  is  on  or  near  the  site  of  the 
house  built  by  John  Talcott,  his  grandfather,  in  1635. 
It  is  said  that  a  portion  of  the  old  structure  was  incor- 
porated in  the  new  one  built  by  the  Governor  in   1725. 

Of  Governor  Talcott's  personal  appearance  and  qual- 
ities we  know  but  little.  Some  conclusions  may  be 
drawn  from  this  correspondence,  but  the  letters  are  so 
completely  official  that  it  is  only  here  and  there  that 
we  obtain  a  hint  of  personal  matters.  There  is  some- 
times a  trace  of  the  positiveness  and  strong  will  ascribed 
to  his  father,  Lieutenant-Colonel  Talcott,  by  Secretary 
Allyn  in  his  letter  to  Sir  Edmond  Andros,  January  27, 
1687,  "but  I  suppose  your  Excellency  will  have  a  far- 
ther acco*  from  him  about  it  (who  loves  to  act  his  mat- 
ters by  himself)."  *  The  anonymous  ballad  written  in 
1769,  entitled  "Observations  on  the  Several  Commanders 
of  the  Ship,  Connecticut,''  \  bestows  one  verse  on  Gov- 
ernor Talcott,  giving  a  more  vivid  description  of  him 
than   can   be   found   anywhere   else : 

' '  The  next  upon  the  quarter-deck 

Was  Joe,  as  black  as  a  cloud,  Sir, 
Who  mustard  loved  full  well,  'tis  said. 

But  ne'er  made  or  used  Powder. 
During  his  stay  near  half  the  Crew 

Were  seized  with  religious  frenzies. 
And  about  the  ship  from  stem  to  stern 

They  aped  St.  Vitus'  dances. 
This  truth  is  what  I  will  maintain 

Which  I  did  then  discover  — 
When  an  Ass  would  run,  give  him  the  rein. 

And  his  frolic  will  soon  be  over." 

The  last  lines  refer  to  the  "New  Lights"  and  the 
religious  revival  of   1740-42,   to  which  there  will  be  some 


*  Colonial  Records,  III.  438. 

+  Published  in  the  Historical  Magazine,  II.  4.  First  printed  by  J.  H. 
Trumbull,  LL.  D.,  with  annotations,  in  the  Hartford  Evening  Press,  July 
6,  1857,  and  revised  for  the  former.  Reprinted  at  a  later  date  in  the  Hart- 
ford Daily  Courant. 
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allusions  in  the  second  volume  of  the  correspondence. 
Governor  Talcott  did  not  consider  it  wise  to  use  ex- 
treme measures  against  the  Rev.  James  Davenport  and 
his  followers,  who  made  themselves  extremely  obnoxious 
to   the   supporters   of    the   "  standing  order." 

The  letters  which  passed  between  him  and  Belcher 
apparently  indicate  a  degree  of  personal  friendship,  under- 
neath official  formalities,  and  as  he  writes  to  Belcher, 
May  29,  1728,  [we]  "look  upon  you  to  be  at  least  half 
a  Connecticut  man  by  birth,"  it  is  probable  that  the  lat- 
ter was  in  Hartford  more  or  less  during  his  earlier  and 
less  distinguished  days.  Belcher  mentions  in  his  letter 
of  May  7,  1733,  "the  long  and  dangerous  sickness  with 
which  has  pleased  God  to  Visset  you  this  last  Winter." 
The  Governor  himself  alludes  to  this  illness  in  his  appli- 
cation to  the  General  Assembly  in  October,  1733,  for  an 
increase  of  salary,  and  that  unquestionably  was  the  rea- 
son why  a  number  of  official  letters  and  documents  were 
drawn  up  in  the  handwriting  of  Deputy-Governor  Law 
in  the  autumn  and  winter  of  1732/33.  Governor  Tal- 
cott's  salary  was  apparently  only  ^200  at  first,  but  in 
1727  was  increased  to  ;£25o,  and  was  gradually  enlarged, 
reaching  the   sum   of  ^400   in    1739. 

A  paragraph  in  the  Connecticut  Courant^  March,  1786, 
quoted  from  the  Norwich  Packer,  gives  a  personal  remi- 
niscence of  Governor  Talcott.  The  writer  says :  "  I 
remember  as  long  ago  as  when  the  good  Governor 
Talcott  was  at  the  head  of  this  State,  a  poor  simple 
man  came  to  him  one  day  complaining  very  bitterly  of 
the  hardness  of  the  times,  and  the  scarcity  of  money, 
and  that  he  was  unable  to  get  any,  and  wondered  why 
they  did  not  make  money,  and  would  have  him  use 
his  influence  to  have  a  bank  made.  After  hearing  the 
good  man  through  he  turns  to  him,  and  asks  him  if 
he  had  any  pork  or  beef  to  sell?  No.  Any  wheat  or 
grain  of  any  kind?  No.  Any  butter,  cheese,  avooI,  or 
flax,    for,    says    the    Governor,    if    you    have,    I    will    give 
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you  money  for  them.  Why  no,  he  had  nothing  to  sell. 
Then,  says  the  Governor,  suppose  we  should  make  a 
bank  of  paper  money  how  do  you  expect  to  get  it  ? 
Why,   truly  he   did   not  know." 

The  sudden  death  of  the  Governor's  wife  furnished 
him  an  opportunity  of  displaying  his  fortitude,  and  his 
devotion  to  his  public  duties.  Madam  Talcott  died  sud- 
denly about  noon  on  Thursday,  May  25,  1738,  after  a 
morning  session  of  the  Houses,  which  had  taken  a  recess 
till  the  afternoon.  Deputy-Governor  Law  was  in  Nor- 
wich, attending  the  Commissioner's  Court,  where  the 
Mohegan  Case  was  in  progress.  Public  business  was 
pressing,  and  no  session  could  be  held  without  the  pres- 
ence of  the  Governor,  or  Deputy-Governor.  "So,"  as 
Palfrey  says,  "the  stout  old  Governor  went  from  his 
house  of  mourning,  and  finished  his  darkened  day  in 
the  hall  of  council."*  An  address  of  condolence  was 
presented  to  the  Governor  by  both  Houses,  which  will 
appear  in  its  proper  place  in  the  second  volume.  The 
expenses  of  Madam  Talcott's  funeral,  ^85,  15,  o,  were 
paid  out  of  the  public  treasury.  Scarfs  were  given  to 
the  Deputy-Governor,  Major  Wolcott,  Capt.  Wadsworth, 
the  Assistants,  the  Speaker,  the  Clerk  of  the  Lower 
House,  the  Secretary,  and  the  two  Ministers,  (Rev.  Mr. 
Wadsworth,  and  Rev.  Mr.  Whitman,)  and  one  hundred 
and   three   pairs   of   gloves   were   given   away. 

Governor  Talcott  died  October  11,  1741,  and  lies 
buried  in  the  old  burying  ground  in  the  rear  of  the 
Center  Church,  beneath  a  table  monument.  The  date  on 
this   stone,   December,   is    erroneous,   as    has   been    proved 


*  Mrs.  Sigourney,  in  "  Connecticut  Forty  Years  Since ^"^  describes  the 
death  of  Madam  Talcott,  the  mother  of  her  benefactress,  Madam  Lath- 
rop.  "The  mourner  seemed  to  see  her  mother,  the  soft  nurse  of  her 
infancy,  the  watchful  monitress  of  her  childhood,  again  smitten  by  an 
unseen  hand,  and  covered  suddenly  with  the  paleness  of  the  tomb :  one 
moment  bending  over  her  plants  in  the  sweet  recesses  of  her  garden,  the 
next,  lying  lifeless  among  them,  blasted  by  Him  who  maketh  all  '  the 
glory  of  man  as  the  flower  of  grass.'  "     P.   22. 
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by  the  Hon.  C.  J.  Hoadly  from  the  Colonial  Records.* 
It  is  evident  that  there  was  once  a  tablet  inserted  in 
the  stone,  bearing-  a  coat  of  arms,  but  it  disappeared 
long   ago. 

On  receiving  the  news  of  Governor  Talcott's  death 
the  General  Assembly  appointed  a  committee,  Capt.  John 
Marsh,  Capt.  John  Whiting,  and  Mr.  James  Church,  to 
make  the  necessary  provision,  at  the  expense  of  the 
government,  for  his  honorable  interment  at  Hartford. 
Capt.  George  Phillips,  commander  of  the  Colony's  sloop. 
Defence^  was  directed  to  perform  the  proper  tokens  and 
ceremonies  of  mourning  on  board  the  sloop,  at  the 
hour  of  the  Governor's  interment,  "about  four  of  the 
clock  afternoon  on  the  13th  day  of  October  instant." 
It  was  also  ordered  that  a  salute  should  be  fired  on 
the   green    (in   New   Haven)    at   the   same  hour.f 

In  summing  up  Governor  Talcott's  character  we 
may  say  that  while  not  in  any  way  a  brilliant  man 
he  displayed  sterling  good  sense,  great  faithfulness  in 
performing  the  duties  of  his  station,  excellent  judgment 
in  managing  the  affairs  entrusted  to  him,  and  a  disin- 
clination to  follow  extreme  measures  in  any  direction. 
He  did  not  receive  a  collegiate  education,  but  his  natu- 
ral abilities  are  evident,  and  he  possessed  the  power,  in 
spite  of  a  somewhat  involved  and  obscure  style,  of  ex- 
pressing his  ideas  clearly  and  forcibly.  He  also  appears 
to  have  possessed  executive  ability,  and  the  power  of 
making  others  carry  out  his  wishes  and  plans.  He  was 
straightforward  and  honest  always,  and  in  that  respect  a 
contrast  to  his  friend,  Governor  Belcher,  whose  numerous 


*  This  is  a  modern  inscription  in  place  of  a  tablet  destroyed,  and  the 
date  is  incorrect :  it  should  be  October.  Two  other  tablets'  were  formerly 
on  the  table  but  have  now  perished.  One  of  them  perhaps  had  armorial 
bearings.  —  C.J.  Hoadly,  LL.  D. 

+  The  account  of  the  expenses  of  Governor  Talcott's  funeral  is  in 
the  State  Archives  :  Civil  Officers,  II.  4j(>-  The  amount  is  ^'65.2.5,  and 
Robert  Sloan's  bill  includes  an  item  of  "59  P^i^  Men's  and  Women's 
Glaz'""   Gloves,   ^29.10." 
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letters  display  very  clearly  the  adroitness  and  insincerity 
with  which  he  has  been  credited  by  historians.  The 
freemen  of  Connecticut  knew  what  they  were  doing 
when  they  kept  the  old  Governor  in  a  post  which  he 
occupied  longer  than  any  who  have  succeeded  him,  and 
longer  than  any  of  his  predecessors  except  John  Winthrop. 
During  his  administration  Connecticut  made  rapid  pro- 
gress in  settling  her  hitherto  unoccupied  territory.  Six- 
teen new  towns  were  organized  during  that  period,  a 
large  number  of  them  on  the  tract  known  as  the 
Western  Lands,  over  the  ownership  of  which  there  was 
a  protracted  controversy  between  the  Colony  and  the 
towns  of  Hartford  and  Windsor.  This  was  settled  in 
1737,  and  the  tract  thrown  open  to  settlers,  the  towns 
reserved   to   the   Colony   being   sold   at   auction. 

The  affair  of  the  New  London  Society  for  Trade  and 
Commerce  made  a  great  stir  in  the  Colony,  especially 
in  the  eastern  portion.  At  a  later  date,  in  1740,  Hemp- 
sted,  in  mentioning  the  freemen's  meeting,  April  8th, 
says  that  the  people  [in  New  London]  "  were  furiously 
set  to  make  an  alteration  in  the  publick  officers  of  the 
government  —  one  hundred  and  forty-three  votes  —  not 
above  six  or  seven  for  the  old  governor,  and  generally 
for  Mr.  Eliot,  Governor,  and  Thomas  Fitch,  Lieutenant 
Governor."  There  had  been  a  controversy  about  the 
possession  of  the  courts  between  New  London  and 
Norwich,   which   probably  caused   this   ill   feeling. 

Some  account  of  Governor  Talcott's  family  may  be 
of  interest  here.  Two  lines  of  his  descendants,  those 
of  his  son  Samuel,  and  his  daughter  Abigail,  the  .wife 
of  Rev.  Daniel  Wadsworth,  have  been  prominent  in 
Hartford. 

He  married  first,  in  1693,  Abigail,  daughter  of  Ensign 
George  Clark,  of  Milford.  She  died  in  Hartford,  March 
24,  1704/5,  and  he  married,  second,  June  26,  1706,  Eunice 
Wakeman,  daughter  of  Colonel  Matthew  Howell,  of  South- 
ampton, L.  L,  born  Aug.   18,   1678.     She  was  the  widow  pf 
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Rev.  Jabez  Wakeman,  Harvard,  1697,  of  Newark,  N.  J., 
who  died  in  1704,  and  was  an  own  cousin  of  Governor 
Talcott,  son  of  his  uncle,  Rev.  Samuel  Wakeman,  of 
Fairfield.  She  died,  as  before  mentioned,  May  25,  1738. 
His   children  by  his   first   marriage  were  : 

1.  John,   born    Feb.    27,    1699;    married    Dec.    30,    1725,    in 

Windsor,  Abigail  Theobald,  of  Milford ;  he  lived  in 
Windsor,  where  he  owned  a  farm,  but  perhaps 
removed  to  Hartford  in  his  old  age,  as  he  and  his 
wife  are  buried  in  the  old  Center  burying  ground  in 
Hartford.  He  died  June  15,  1771  ;  his  wife  died  Feb. 
14,  1784,  aged  80. 

2.  Joseph,    born   Feb.    17,   1 700/1  ;    married   April   27,   1727, 

Esther,  daughter  of  John  Pratt,  of  Hartford ;  he  was 
Treasurer  of  the  Colony  from  1755  to  1769,  and  Dea- 
con of  the  First  Church  from  1748  to  1780.  He  died 
in  Hartford,  July  3,  1799.  His  wife  died  in  August, 
1775,  aged   71. 

3.  Nathan,  born   Nov.  26,   1702;  married  Feb.  28,  1732/33, 

Hannah  Ferris,  daughter  of  Zachariah  Ferris,  of  New 
Milford,  born  Aug.  6,  1712  ;  he  settled  in  New  Mil- 
ford,  where  he  received  a  Right  of  Land  from  his 
grandfather,  George  Clark,  of  Milford ;  united  with 
the  First  Church  there,  in  November,  1726,  but  was 
one  of  those  who  "fell  away  into  Quakerism  in  the 
year  1731  and  1732."  This  was  much  against  the 
wishes  of  his  father,  who,  after  he  had  labored  in 
vain  to  reclaim  him  from  what  he  considered  a 
dangerous  and  fatal  delusion,  banished  him  from  his 
house,  and  disinherited  him,  and  his  children.  He 
died  in   New   Milford,  Aug.  13,  1738. 

Children    by  his   second   marriage  : 

4.  Abigail,  born  April  13,  1707  ;  married  Feb.  28,  1734, 
Rev.  Daniel  Wadsworth,  pastor  of  the  First  Church, 
Hartford,   from    1732    until    his    death,    Nov.    12,    1747. 
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She  survived  him,  and  died  in  Hartford,  June  24, 
1773.  They  were  the  parents  of  Colonel  Jeremiah 
Wadsworth,  Washington's  Commissary-General,  and 
faithful  friend,  and,  in  his  day,  perhaps,  the  most 
prominent  citizen  of  Hartford,  whose  name  has  been 
perpetuated  in  the  Wadsworth  Athenaeum,  built  on 
the  ground  where  his  house  formerly  stood,  and 
through  him  Governor  Talcott  was  the  ancestor  of 
Daniel  Wadsworth,  Esq.,  Gen.  A.  H.  Terry,  and  Mrs. 
Rose  Terry  Cooke. 

5.  Eunice,   born    Jan.    26,    1709;    married    Capt.    Nathaniel 

Hooker,  son  of  Nathaniel  and  Mary  (Stanley)  Hooker, 
Yale  College,  1729;  he  was  Captain  of  the  Train 
Band  in  Hartford,  and  representative  in  the  General 
Assembly  three  sessions,  1757-8;  died  in  Hartford, 
Jan.  24,  1763,  in  his  53d  year.  She  died  in  Windsor 
in  1795.  Their  son.  Rev.  Nathaniel  Hooker,  Yale 
College,  1755,  was  pastor  of  the  Church  in  West 
Hartford  for  thirteen  years  until  his  premature  death 
in  1770.  Peters  speaks  of  him  in  his  veracious  his- 
tory :  "  a  minister  in  Hartford,  great  grandson  of  Rev. 
Thomas  Hooker,  [who]  inherits  all  his  virtues  without 
any  of  his  vices."* 

6.  Samuel,    baptized    March     28,    17 10/11     (in    the    South 

Church)  ;  Yale  College,  1733  ;  he  settled  in  Hartford, 
inheriting  a  large  estate  from  his  father  and  not 
following  any  profession,  but  intrusted  with  many 
official  positions  by  his  fellow-citizens.  In  May, 
1746,  he  was  appointed  Lieutenant-Colonel  of  a  Regi- 
ment, raised  for  the  projected  Canada  expedition.  He 
was  for  a  number  of  years  Sheriff  of  Hartford  County, 
and  for  many  sessions  after  May,  1759,  represented  the 
town  in  the  General  Assembly.  Though  advanced 
in  years,  he  took  part  in  the  preliminary  movements 
of   the   Revolution.     He   built,  in    1770,  the   handsome 


*  Peters'  History  of  Connecticut,  167. 
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house  on  Main  Street,  opposite  the  head  of  Talcott 
Street,  which  was  occupied  by  his  descendants  until 
within  the  last  three  years.  He  married,  May  3, 
1739,  Mabel,  daughter  of  Hezekiah  Wyllys,  Secretary 
of  the  Colony  from  171 1  to  1734.  He  died  in  Hart- 
ford, March  6,  1797.  His  wife,  Mabel,  died  Feb.  13, 
1775. 

7.  Matthew,  baptized  Oct.  18,  1712  (in  the  South  Church); 

became  a  wealthy  merchant  in  Middletown ;  mar- 
ried Sept.  24,  1740,  Mary,  daughter  of  Rev.  William 
and  Mary  (Pierpont)  Russell,  of  Middletown,  born 
Nov.  30,  1720;  died  Oct.  16,  1799.  He  died  there, 
without  issue,  Aug.   29,    1802. 

8.  Jerusha,  born   May  3,   1717  ;   married  Dec.   14,  1744,  Dr. 

Daniel  Lathrop,  of  Norwich,  Yale  College,  1733;  he 
studied  surgery  in  London,  and  became  a  prominent 
physician  in  his  native  town.  He  died  Jan.  8,  1782. 
His  widow  survived  him  many  years,  and  died  child- 
less, in  Norwich,  Sept.  14,  1805.  Mrs.  Sigourney  gives 
a  very  interesting  description  of  her  in  "Connecticut 
Forty  Years  Since,"  and  also  in  "Letters  of  Life." 

9.  Helena,   born    March    13,   1720;  married,  ist.    Rev.    Ed- 

ward Dorr,  Yale  College,  1742,  pastor  of  the  First 
Church,  Hartford,  and  successor  of  her  brother-in- 
law.  Rev.  Daniel  Wadsworth.  He  died  October  20, 
1772,  and  his  widow  married,  2d,  November  2,  1773, 
Rev.  Robert  Breck,  Harvard  College,  1730,  of  Spring- 
field. He  died  April  23,  1784.  After  his  death  she 
returned  to  Hartford,  where  she  died,  July  9,  1797. 
She   had  no   children   by  either   marriage. 

M.  K.  T. 
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CAPT.   JOHN   MASON*  TO    DEPUTY-GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Hono^^"  Sir:  In  obedience  to  the  late  Governour's 
commands  and  directions  I  listed  40  Indians  and 
marched  them  up  to  Dearefield  in  the  County  of  Hamp- 
shire, in  order  to  release  those  Moheegs  that  were  in 
the  service  under  Capt.  Williams  to  whom  the  Governour 
had  promist  that  they  should  return  to  gather  in  their 
harvest.  Pleasd  to  be  informed  that  the  Governour 
did  tell  the  last  company  that  they  should  return  within 
6  weeks,  believing  the  skulking  parties  of  the  enemie 
would  by  that  time  retire  and  that  there  would  be  no 
need  of  detaining  those  Indians  any  longer.  Moreover 
Capt.  Williams  prays  that  he  may  be  call'd  home  at 
that  time.  I  request  your  Honour  these  things  may 
be  granted.  Divine  Providence  having  so  disposed  of 
affairs  in  the  removal  of  the  Hono^^^  the  Governour 
that  my  applications  are   most  properly  made   to  you. 

*  Capt.  John  Mason  was  a  grandson  of  Major  John  Mason,  the  con- 
queror of  the  Pequots;  son  of  his  eldest  son  John,  who  died  at  the  age  of 
30  from  the  effects  of  wounds  received  in  the  Narragansett  fight  in  1676. 
The  third  John  was  born  in  Norwich.  He  married  his  cousin  Anne,  daugh- 
ter of  Samuel  Mason  of  Stonington,  July  18,  1701,  and  settled  in  Lebanon. 
In  1703  he  removed  to  Stonington,  where  he  occupied  lands  granted  by 
the  General  Court  to  his  grandfather.  Major  Mason.  He  married  for  his  sec- 
ond wife  Mrs.  Anna  (Sanford)  Noyes.  He  inherited  from  his  grandfather  the 
guardianship  of  the  Mohegan  Indians,  but  in  consequence  of  dissatisfac- 
tion with  his  management  he  resigned  the  position  in  171 1.  He  was  chosen 
again  overseer  by  Ben  Uncas  and  his  people  in  1723,  and  the  Assembly  em- 
powered him  to  take  up  his  residence  among  them  and  take  charge  of 
their  affairs.  The  troubles  which  arose  between  him  and  the  Colony,  end- 
ing with  the  famous  "Mohegan  Land  Controversy,"  will  be  found  detailed 
in  this  correspondence.  He  died  December,  1737,  in  London,  whither 
he  had  gone  to  prosecute  his  claims  against  Connecticut.  —  ^/?>j-  Caulkins' 
History  of  Norwich.  Beardsley's  Mohegan  Land  Controversy.  MS.  Letter 
of  Richard  A.  Wheeler,  July  2,  iSgo. 
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Upon  my  return  ffom  the  frontiers  I  reported  to  the 
Govemour  what  Capt.  Williams  and  the  Indians  I  left 
there  prayed  for  and  are  under  expectation  of,  to  which 
he  replied  it  should  be  complied  with.  I  ask  leave  to 
declare  my  opinion  in  the  case  I  shall  hereafter  men- 
tion, that  is,  I  can't  think  it  any  benefit  to  our  Indians 
or  to  the  Colony,  that  they  should  associate  themselves 
with  the  Indians  that  live  remote,  altho'  they  be  our 
pretended  friends.  It  will  be  a  means  of  their  straying 
away  from  their  country  and  in  time  of  doing  us  the 
greater  mischief.  In  order  to  prevent  it  none  of  them 
may  be  allowed  to  hunt  further  to  the  northward 
than  the  path  leading  from  Enfield  to  Woodstock,  as 
also  that  a  list  of  the  names  of  those  that  go  that 
way  may  be  taken  here  and  sent  to  the  chief  com- 
manding officer  at  Tolland  or  Stafford,  and  that  they 
be  obliged  to  make  their  appearance  before  such  officer 
once  every  week  or  lo  days  at  longest. 

I  only  shall  manifest  my  readiness  at  all  times  to 
receive  any  order  or  directions  for  the  good  of  my 
country  and  the  better  regulating  the  affairs  of  these 
Indians,  according  to  the  powers  given  me  by  the 
General  Assembly  in  October  last. 

With  much  respect  I  am,  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

JOHN  MASON. 

Stonington,  October  5th,  1724. 

P.  S.  I  conclude  your  Honour  will  communicate 
this  to  the  Hono^^'  the  Council  and  Assembly. 

A  Brief  Account,  taken  out  of  the  Minutes  of  the  Council  of  War 
Book,  of  Men  sent  into  the  Service  this  Summer,  from  May, 
1724,  to  October  6th,  1724. 

In  the  time  of  the  Assembly  in  May,  Lt.  Nathl 
Marsh  marcht  to  Litchfield  with  thirty  men,  staid  14 
days.     They  have  had  their  wages. 
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June  the  5th,  after  the  Assembly  rose,  ten  men  were 
sent  to  Litchfield  till  June  24. 

June  25th,  four  men  sent  to  Litchfield  from  Hart- 
ford.   4. 

June  30,  Major  Bur  sent  10,  and  Major  Eles  10 
men  to  N.  M.  and   Litchfield.     20. 

July  30,  Major  Burr  sent  15,  Major  Eells  15,  to  N. 
Milford,  Shepag  and  Litchfield.    30. 

The  foresaid  54  men  have  been  ever  since,  or  others 
in  their  room. 

July  27,  six  men  went  from  Woodbury,  keep  garri- 
son Shepag-  20  days. 

July  23,  liberty  granted  to  Waterbury  to  imploy  si^t 
men  to  guard  their  men  in  the  outfields  at  the  discre- 
tion of  the  commission  officers  of  said  town.  I  have 
been  informed  was  improved  about  one  month. 

June  30,  4  men  allowed  to  scout  at  Stafford.  July 
26,  allowed  8  to  scout  Stafford,  and  was  continued  until 
August  26th,  then  laid  down. 

July  4th,  nine  men  sent  to  garrison  at  Turky  Hills,* 
6  continued  while  August  the  13th,  the  other  three 
until  August  2 2d. 

July  7th,  Capt.  David  Goodrich  with  2  lieutenants, 
2  sergeants,  i  clerk,  3  corporals  and  70  centinels,  upon 
an  alarm  by  the  advice  of  the  Governor  &c.  march  into 
hampshire  county.  —  Windsor  men  disbanded  24  July 
at  night,  Hartford  and  Weathersfield  men  disbanded  25 
day  at  noon. 

July  12,  an  alarm  at  Turky  Hills.  —  Went  forth 
from  Windsor  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Wolcott 
and  Lieut.  Ellsworth  39  centinels  one  day.  'On  the 
same  occasion  Lt.  Charles  Whiting,  Ens.  James  Church 
from  hartford  and  24  centinels  one  day. 

*  "A  Society  in  the  northeast  corner  of  Simsbury,  bounded  south  by  the 
little  river,  east  by  Windsor  and  Suffield  bounds,  west  by  Salmon  Brook 
Society."  — Co/.  Rec.  VIII.  77.    Now  EastT  Granby. 
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Doctor  Bull's  bill  for  drugs  for  the  sick  soldiers 
£6  2s.  gd. 

Volunteers  under  Capt.  David  Goodricli  joyn  the 
grand  scout  with  Ens.  Church,  sixteen  centinels  12 
days,  then  returned. 

June  the  nth,  seven  men  under  Sargt  holcomb 
entered  the  scout  at  Simsbury.  June  14th,  3  men  more 
were  added  to  said  scout, — continued  until  this  time. 

July  the  2d,  thirty-five  men  from  newlondon  and 
hartford  county,  under  the  command  of  Capt.  Walter 
Butler, —  continued  in  the  service  until  October  the  8th. 

About  six  days  after  Butler  marcht,  Capt.  Williams 
with  42  Indians  and  a  lieut.  and  three  centinels.  Since 
that,  40  Indians  march  up  and  the  former  was  drawn 
off  and  said  captain,  lieutenant,  40  Indians,  2  centinels 
are  not  yet  drawn  off. 

Septem.  11,  on  the  news  of  200  of  the  enemy  com- 
ing this  way,  Colo.  David   Goodrich,  2  lieutenants   and 
60  men  march  into  hampshire  county.     On  October 
were  disbanded. 

Sept.  II,  thirty  men  sent  to  garrison  at  Simsbury. 
— Disbanded. 

Sept.  24,  Capt.  Sprag  with  22  centinels  joyned  the 
scout  at  Simsbury. 

August  1 8th,  fifteen  men  were  improved  in  scout- 
ing under  the  command  of  Sergt.  Joseph  Churchill  at 
Litchfield  and  New  Milford, — have  orders  sent  them 
the  5th  of  instant  October  to  draw  off  and  disband. 

Six  men  allowed  to  guard  their  laborers  at  farm- 
ingtown  in  their  out-fields  at  the  discretion  of  the  author- 
ity and  commission  officers  in  that  town.  I  have  no 
account  of  their  doings. 

Six  men  at  Danbury,  as  those  at  farmingtown.  I 
have  no  account  of  how  long  they  were  improved. 
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Some  men  sent  out  upon  the  alarms  at  Norwalk. 
I  know  nothing  how  many  nor  how  long. 

Note,  the  billeting  of  the  garrison  soldiers  to  be 
considered  as  a  debt  due  from  the  government. 

The  foregoing  is  all  that  I  know  of  that  hath  been 
improved  in  the  service  this  summer. 

JOSEPH  TALLCOTT. 

The  account  of  the  scout  under  Lt.  Warner  I  have 
brought  down  by  itself  entire. 

Note,  there  will  come  in  some  charge  for  our  sol- 
diers that  past  through  the  government,  their  vitual- 
ling  until  they  come  to  hampshier  County. 

I  suppose  in  the  whole  there  has  been  paid  out  of 
the  treasury  on  the  foregoing  service  upward  of  100/. 

COL.  SAMUEL  PARTRIDGE*  TO  DEPUTY-GOVERNOR 
TALCOTT. 

Hatfield,  October  6,  1724. 
Honourable  Sir:  Col.  Goodrich  and  men,  as  also 
Capt.  Butler  and  men,  are  this  day  making  their  return 
home  according  to  order  from  your  Honour,  which  is 
something  surprizing  to  us,  inasmuch  as  we  account  our 
towns  in  as  much  hazard  now  (for  3  weeks  or  a  month) 
as  at  any  time  this  year:  but  we  must  submit  and 
rowl  our  hazardous  circumstances  upon  the  providence 
of  God,  always  thankfully  acknowledging  your  care  and 
helpfulness  in  this  day  of  trouble  and  distress,  which  I 
pray  God  requite  your  whole  Colony.  Col.  Goodrich 
and  men  have  been  very  painful  in  securing  the  peo- 
ple in   gathering   in   their   harvest   where  he  and   men 


*  Col.  Samuel  Partridge  of  Hatfield,  born  Oct.  15,  1645,  in  Hadley,  was 
Representative  1685  and  1686,  Colonel  of  the  Regiment,  Judge  of  Probate, 
one  of  his  Majesty's  Council,  and  the  most  important  man  after  the  death  of 
Col.  Pynchon  in  all  the  western  part  of  the  Province.  He  died  in  Hatfield 
Dec.  25,  1740.  —  Boltwood's  Hadley  Families,  no. 
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were  posted,  and  I  can  more  especially  speak  to  Capt. 
Butler  and  his  men,  because  they  have  been  with  me, 
who  have  been  indefatigable  in  guarding  the  people 
and  scouting  the  woods  for  the  security  of  the  towns 
they  have  been  posted  in.  I  shall  never  desire  more 
effective  men  than  Col.  Goodrich  and  Capt.  Butler  and 
their  men  upon  such  difficult  exigencies  as  we  in  those 
extreme  frontiers  are  exposed  unto.  We  all  desire  to 
reverence  the  crowning  providence  of  God  in  the  death 
of  the  worthy  honourable  Governor  Saltonstall  at  this 
difficult  hour.  I  have  not  further  at  present  with  my 
prayers  to  God  for  divine  assistance  to  your  Honour 
and  all  the  gentlemen  of  the  Commissioners  for  the 
Warr,  and  render  myself  much  obliged  in  duty  and  obe- 
dience, and  am  your  very  humble  and  afflicted  servant. 

SAM^^  PARTRIDGE. 

As  it  was  the  last  year  at  Northfield,  the  drawing 
off  the  forces  (which  the  spies  see)  gives  the  oppor- 
tunity for  the  enemy  to  come  upon  any  town  where 
the  forces  have  been  posted. 

[Superscribed]     On  his  Majesty's  service. 
To  the   Honorable  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq^.  Lieut.-Gov- 
ernor  in  and  over  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Conitticot. 
These  present  in  Hartford. 
P""  Capt.  Walter  Butler. 

CAPT.  JOHN  WILLIAMS*  TO   DEPUTY-GOVERNOR 
TALCOTT. 

Stonington,  October  7,  1724. 
Honoured  Sir:  These  comes  to  inform  your  Honour 
that  I  hope  to  be  at  Deerfield  by  the  middle  of  the  next 

*  Capt.  John  Williams  of  Stonington  was  born  Oct.  31,  1692  ;  died  Dec.  30, 
1 761.  He  was  an  active  business  man,  engaged  in  trade  with  the  West  Indies, 
and  prominent  in  town  affairs  in  Stonington. —  J/5.  Letter  of  Richard  A. 
Wheeler,  May  18,  i8go. 
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week  at  furtherest,  and  when  your  Honours  think  fit  to 
draw  us  off  I  would  pray  you  to  write  to  me  at  Deer- 
field.  I  would  likewise  acquaint  your  Honours  that  we 
have  some  of  the  country's  arms  with  us  and  I  would 
pray  your  Honours  to  give  me  orders  where  to  deliver 
them.  Capt.  Mason  tells  me  that  his  Honour  the  late 
Governour  promised  the  Indians  when  they  listed  into 
the  service  they  should  be  released  in  six  weeks  from 
the  time  they  listed,  and  also  that  the  Governor  told 
him  at  his  return  from  Deerfield  that  he  would  send 
his  orders  to  me  to  draw  the  company  off  by  the  fif- 
teenth of  this  month.  However  the  ordering  of  those 
affairs  lies  with  your  Honours.  I  being  something 
acquainted  with  the  circumstances  of  the  places  and 
with  the  temper  of  the  Indians,  I  cant  think  it  will  be 
profitable  for  the  publick  or  desired  by  the  people  at 
that  place  that  they  should  stay  longer  than  sometime 
towards  the  latter  end  of  this  month  at  furtherest.  The 
Indians  dont  expect  to  stay  so  long,  and  if  your  Hon- 
ours should  have  occasion  to  improve  the  Indians  next 
spring  they  should  say  that  thdy  should  be  very  will- 
ing and  glad  to  go  to  the  Lake  or  over  it*  if  your 
Honours  will  desire  them.  Cider  grows  very  strong 
and  its  extraordinary  plenty  in  these  parts,  which 
makes  a  very  great  difficulty  with  the  Indians.  These 
with  my  duty  to  your  Honour. 

I  remain  your   Honour's  most  humble  servant, 

JOHN  WILLIAMS. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   JEREMY  DUMMER.  f 

Sir:      As   I    told   you    in   a  former,    I    must    now 
trouble  you  again  with  the  Controversy  about  'the  Line 

*  Lake  George. 

+  "The  able,  accomplished,  and  courtly  Jeremy  Dttmmer"  was  born  in 
Boston  about  1679,  the  son  of  Jeremiah  Dummer,  goldsmith.  He  was  grad- 
uated from  Harvard  College,  1699.     He  chose  theology  for  his  profession,  and 
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between  New  York  and  us  *  Your  last  mentions  their 
having  obtained  his  Majesties  approbation  of  their  Act 

studied  abroad,  obtaining  a  doctor's  degree  at  Utrecht.  Thus,  being  one 
of  the  most  highly  educated  men  in  New  England,  he  obtained  a  brilliant 
but  ephemeral  reputation  at  the  beginning  of  his  career,  as  a  pulpit  orator 
and  writer  of  theological  treatises.  In  1707  he  went  to  England,  where  he 
became  a  politician,  and  was  one  of  the  very  few  provincials  who  attained 
prominence  in  the  mother  country.  He  became  a  follower  of  Harley 
and  Bolingbroke,  and  was  employed  by  the  latter  in  various  secret  nego- 
tiations. He  had  from  Bolingbroke  promises  of  high  promotion,  but  the 
death  of  Queen  Anne  and  the  immediate  ruin  of  his  patron  blasted  all  his 
hopes.  He  was  appointed  agent  for  the  colony  of  Massachusetts  in  17 10, 
and  held  this  office  until  1721.  He  was  also  agent  for  the  Colony  of  Connect- 
icut from  1712  until  1730,  though  in  1728  Jonathan  Belcher  was  appointed 
joint  agent,  on  account  of  Dummer's  ill  health.  He  aided  the  Trustees  of 
Yale  College  in  obtaining  benefactions  from  patrons  of  learning  in  England, 
and  the  gifts  he  procured  of  books  for  the  library  numbered  upwards  of  700 
volumes.  He  published  in  London,  in  1728,  "A  Defence  of  the  New  England 
Charters,"  at  a  time  when  there  was  danger  of  a  bill  passing  the  House  of 
Commons  annulling  the  charters  granted  to  the  New  England  colonies.  It  is 
an  admirable  specimen  of  argumentative  literature.  He  died  at  Plaistow,  in 
Essex,  in  May,  1739.  — Allen's  Biographical  Dictionary,  j^2.  Mass.  Hist.  Soc. 
Coll.,  X.  i^^.  Hutchinson,  II.  iSy,  2JJ.  ElioVs  Biographical  Dictionary, 
i6j-i66.  Memorial  History  of  Boston,  II.  422.  Tyler'' s  American  Litera- 
ture, II.  116-J20.  Sezvall  Papers,  III.  jj.  Colonial  Records  of  Connecticut, 
v.,  VI.,  VII.      Yale  Biographies  and  Annals,  10 1,  141. 

*  Nov.  28,  1683,  the  Byram  River,  between  the  towns  of  Rye  and  Green- 
wich, was  established  as  the  westernmost  boundary  of  Connecticut ;  or,  from 
Lyon's  Point,  at  the  mouth  of  the  Byram  River,  up  the  stream  to  the  wading- 
place,  thence  north-northwest  eight  English  miles,  thence  twelve  miles  east- 
ward parallel  to  the  Sound,  and  thence  in  a  line  parallel  to  and  twenty  miles 
from  the  Hudson  River,  north  to  the  Massachusetts  line.  As  the  first  part  of 
the  above  bounds  brought  a  part  of  Connecticut  less  than  twenty  miles  from 
the  Hudson  River,  it  was  further  agreed  that  New  York  should  receive  from 
Connecticut,  along  the  remainder  of  her  western  boundary,  as  much  territory 
as  Connecticut  took  from  New  York  at  Greenwich  and  along  the  Sound.  This 
agreement  deprived  Connecticut  of  Rye,  very  much  to  the  discontent  of  the 
inhabitants  of  that  town.  In  the  tract  along  the  Sound,  Connecticut  to-day 
has  Greenwich,  Stamford,  Darien,  New  Canaan,  Norwalk,  and  part  of  Wilton, 
to  which  New  York  yielded  all  claim.  In  return.  New  York  received  a  strip 
of  territory  a  mile  and  three-quarters  and  twenty  rods  wide,  along  the  side  of 
Connecticut,  which,  as  before  stated,  was  parallel  to  and  twenty  miles  distant 
from  the  Hudson  River.  This  land  was  called  the  Oblong,  or  the  Equivalent 
Tract,  and  was  estimated  to  be  about  61,440  acres.  This  agreement  was 
signed  by  the  Governors,  but  there  was  a  fifteen-years  delay  before  the  Crown 
confirmed  it.  After  receiving  the  approval  of  William  III.,  Connecticut  ceased 
quarreling,  and  proposed  in  October,  1700,  that  New  York  should  join  with 
her  in  running  the  said  line  and  erecting  bound-marks ;  but  New  York  was 
dissatisfied  with  the  boundary,  and  refused.  After  several  applications,  Con- 
necticut finally  appealed  to  the  King;   in  consequence  of  this,  New  York 
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for  running:  this  Line,  which  you  did  not  oppose,  be- 
cause our  letters  assured  you  we  desired  as  earnestly 
as  they  to  have  that  Line  run,  which  is  very  true. 
But,  that  which  they  aimed  at  by  getting  that  Act 
confirmed,  was  to  assume  a  power  to  fix  that  Line  with- 
out us;  for  they  by  a  feigned  supposition  that  we 
should  not  agree  with  them,  to  run  the  Lines  accord- 
ing to  the  settlement  made  of  it  by  Commissioners 
of  both  Governments,  and  confirmed  by  King  William, 
have  a  sort  of  clause  in  that  Act,  whereby  they  are 
enabled  to  do  it  exparte,  by  which  be  sure  they  intend 
a  power  to  act  their  own  pleasure  in  it,  without  any 
regard  to  us,  which  we  may  well  conclude  they  are 
resolved  upon.  Because  they  have  refused  to  joyn  with 
us  when  we  have  offered  them  to  survey  the  Line  de 
novo,  and  run  it  according  to  the  agreement,  which  is 
plain  and  easy  to  be  understood. 

Thus  they  have  often  refused  us,  and  lately  this 
summer  at  a  meeting  of  Commissioners,  which  we 
obtained  at  New  Rochel ;  and  this  notwithstanding  they 
themselves  declare  in  this  very  Act,  that  length  of 
time  and  the  wickedness  of  people  has  utterly  defaced 
all  the  marks  of  the  survey,  which  the  said  Act  re- 
fers to.     Nevertheless,  there  being  some  clauses  in  the 

yielded,  and  the  Legislature  on  June  25,  1719,  passed  an  act  empowering  their 
Governor  to  appoint  Commissioners  to  survey  the  lines  and  erect  the  monu- 
ments. A  long  and  tedious  correspondence  between  the  two  States  continued 
until  1725,  when  articles  of  agreement  were  made  and  concluded  at  Green- 
wich, April  29,  which  were  substantially  the  same  as  the  old  agreement  of 

1683.  The  survey  was  partly  made  when  a  disagreement  arose.  The  Connect- 
icut Commissioners  said  that  the  Oak  Trees  (or  Duke's  Trees),  marked  in 

1684,  should  be  considered  as  a  bound-mark ;  but  the  New  York  Commissioners 
held  that  the  line  should  be  surveyed,  to  correct  mistakes  if  any  had  been 
made.  In  consequence  of  this  dispute  the  party  broke  up  after  the  survey 
along  the  Sound  had  been  finished,  and  the  work  was  left  incomplete.  But 
in  1731  a  joini  survey  was  made,  and  the  controversy  seemed  at  last  to  be 
settled.  The  Oblong,  according  to  the  agreement  of  1731,  was  formally  ceded 
to  New  York. — Bowen's  Boundary  Disputes  of  Connecticut^  72  et  seq. 
Ho  I  lister^  s  History  of  Connecticut^  J.  J48. 
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penning  down  of  that  survey,  which  they  think  they 
can  improve  to  their  great  advantage,  they  are  resolved 
in  those  clauses  to  follow  the  survey,  tho'  inconsistent 
with  the  agreement. 

That  you  may  have  a  clear  view  of  this  subtil  pro- 
ject, I  have  sent  you  a  Plat,  which  upon  your  compar- 
ing it  with  the  Act  of  King  William  in  Council,  dated 
March  28th  1700,  where  you  have  the  agreement  and 
the  survey  also,  you  will  easily  perceive  the  true  state 
of  this  affair,  and  how  far  they  are  from  intending  to 
have  the  Line  between  us  and  them  run  according  to 
the  agreement. 

The  Surveyours,  in  their  Report,  appear  to  have 
meddled  but  with  one  Line,  of  all  those  mentioned  and 
ratifyed  in  the  agreement,  and  that  is  the  first,  vizt,  a 
Line  from  Lyons  Point  northeasterly,  one  mile  and 
half  and  twenty  rods,  to  a  certain  famous  rock  or  stone 
at  the  wading  place,  which  is  where  we  pass  Byram 
River  in  the  common  road  between  us  and  New  York; 
and  from  thence  N.  N.  W.  six  miles  and  a  half,  till 
it  reaches  to  the  distance  of  8  miles  from  said  Lyons 
Point,  and  there  marked  three  white  Oak  Trees  C.  R. 
Thus  far  the  agreement  and  the  survey  agree  exactly; 
but  as  for  any  of  the  other  Lines  mentioned  in  the 
agreement,  it  does  not  appear  by  anything  in  the 
report,  that  ever  they  were  surveyed  at  all.  And  for 
certain,  the  second  Line,  vizt.  twelve  miles  from  Lyons 
Point,  according  to  the  course  of  the  Sound,  and  the 
third  Line,  which  was  to  run  from  the  East  end  of  the 
second  Line  N.  N.  W.  8  miles,  these  two  Lines  were 
never  so  much  as  pretended  to  be  run  by  the  Survey- 
our,  that  ever  we  can  learn. 

The  fourth  Line,  vizt.  from  the  north  end  of  the 
third  Line  to  the  three  Oaks  at  the  north  end  of  the  first, 
we  believe  to  be  after  a  sort  run  by  the   Surveyours ; 
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that  is,  they  run  E.  N.  E.  from  the  three  Oaks,  sup- 
posing it  parallel  to  the  course  of  the  Sound  (which 
it  is  possible  may  be  a  true  conjecture),  a  line  of  twelve 
miles.  And  then  instead  of  beginning  the  parallel  line 
from  the  East  end  of  that  twelve  miles,  according  they 
take  upon  them  to  add  to  it  one  mile  and  sixty-four 
rods  more,  under  pretence  of  finding  out  the  distance 
of  twenty  miles  from  a  certain  place  of  Hudson's 
River ;  tho'  the  business  of  its  distance  from  that  River 
was  settled  beforehand  in  the  agreement.  And  their 
excursion  from  the  three  Oaks,  at  the  north  end  of  the 
first  line  W.  by  N.  7  miles  and  120  rods  to  Hudson's 
River,  over  against  Tapan,  there  is  not  the  least  foun- 
dation for  it  in  the  agreement,  nor  was  it  at  all  to 
the  purpose  which  they  were  appointed  for;  which 
was  simply  to  run  the  4  lines  in  the  agreement,  and 
then  to  run  a  parallel  to  Hudsons  River  from  the  East 
end  of  the  fourth  line,  which  is  imply ed "  and  granted 
to  be  20  miles  from  Hudsons;  tho'  whether  it  be  some- 
thing more  or  something  less  is  not  at  all  material, 
since  it  is  in  the  agreement  supposed  and  allowed  to 
be  at  that  distance  from  that  River,  and  declared  ex- 
pressly to  be  the  place  where  the  parallel  Line  between 
the  Colonies  shall  begin. 

And  tho'  the  Report  which  the  surveyours  have 
made  does  not  mention  so  much  as  a  Rock  or  Tree, 
or  any  other  Mark  erected  by  them  at  the  end  of  the 
4th  line,  or  any  where  in  it,  excepting  only  the  three 
Oaks  at  the  west  end  of  it,  which  is  the  north  end  of 
the  first  Line,  yet  there  are  persons  very  lately  living, 
though  whether  they  are  now  living  I  am  uncertain, 
who  were  with  the  surveyours,  and  saw  them  mark 
an  Oak  Tree  at  the  east  end  of  the  addition  of  one 
mile  and  64  rods,  which  has  been  ever  since  known 
by   the    name   of   the    Duke's   Tree.     We  have  offered 
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New  York  to  run  the  parallel  line  from  that  Tree,  reck- 
oning the  mile  and  sixty-four  rods  which  it  includes 
more  than  the  twelve  miles  from  the  three  Oaks  as 
added  to  take  the  Equivalent  into  New  York  Govern- 
ment, which  by  the  agreement  they  are  to  have  for 
the  Oblong  comprehended  by  the  four  lines  mentioned 
in  the  agreement,  tho'  it  certainly  takes  from  this 
Government  much  more  than  the  quantity  of  that 
Oblong.  The  surveyours  have  indeed  made  the  Oblong 
to  contain  61,440  acres,  but  they  were  mistaken  by 
reckoning  the  first  line  from  Lyon's  Point  8  miles  into 
the  wilderness  to  be  a  straight  line,  whereas  it  runs 
North  half  Easterly  to  the  Rock  by  the  wading  place, 
and  from  thence  N.  N.  W.  to  the  end,  as  you  will 
see  by  the  Plat,  which  diminishes  the  quantity  of  the 
Oblong  as  they  call  it  2470  acres,  at  least,  and  brings  the 
Oblong  to  5.8970,  whereas  a  parallel  line  drawn  from 
the  Duke's  Tree,  which  is  one  mile  and  sixty-four 
rods  eastward  of  the  east  end  of  the  fourth  line,  to 
the  south  line  of  the  Massachusets  Government,  which 
is  reckoned  100  miles,  will  contain  70,790  acres,  almost 
12,000  acres  more  than  it  should  be.  Yet  to  put  an 
end  to  the  contention,  we  agree  to  lose  it.  But  nothing 
would  satisfy  them  without  having  305  rods  more 
added  eastward  of  the  Duke's  Tree,  and  from  thence 
a  parallel  line  to  be  drawn  to  the  Massachusets,  which 
would  utterly  destroy  many  settlements  of  this  Colony 
that  are  20  or  30  years  old;  and  under  pretence  of  cer- 
tain Patents  granted  by  some  former  Governours  of  New 
York,  extending  to  the  Eastern  bounds  of  that  Province, 
would  eject  those  honest  men  that  are  settled  there,  out 
of  their  freeholds.  And  we  expect  no  other,  but  that 
by  virtue  of  the  King's  confirmation  of  their  exparte 
Act,  they  will  attempt  to  carry  the  Line  so  far  eastward 
without  regard  to  us,  who  shall  readily  agree  with  them 
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to  run  the  Line  anew  according  to  the  agreement.     But 
under  pretence   of    our  refusing  to  comply   with  what 
they  will   call   the  survey,  will  attempt  to  take   in  the 
305  rods  more  eastward,  tho'  even  the  surveyours  them- 
selves would  not  so  much  as  presume  to  mention  any 
such    addition,   without    referring  it  to  the   consent  of 
both   Governments,   which  this   Government  has  never 
complyed   with.      And  which    makes    such  proceedings 
the   more    remarkable,    they  will  make   this  advantage 
to ,  themselves  of  the  survey,  tho'  in  this  very  Act  they 
have  declared  that  all  the  marks  and  monuments  erected 
by  the  surveyors  in  it  are  utterly  lost.     I  have  been  too 
long  in  this  story,  but  I  was  willing  to  give  you  a  full 
account,   because    I    conclude    we    shall    be    obliged  to 
oppose  them  in  what  they  will  endeavour.     For  as  the 
agreement  is  the    foundation,   I   reckon   they  ought  to 
keep  to  it,  and  to  go   off  from  that,  under  colour  of  a 
survey  which    they  themselves    say  time    has  defaced, 
will  be  an  abuse  of  that  authority  which  they  suppose 
his    Majesty    has    given    them    by    his    approbation   of 
their  Act,  and  cant  be  allowed  by  us  without  breaking 
up  the  Town  of  Rid[g]efield,  or  the  greatest  part  of  it. 
Upon   your  motion   on  behalf   of  this    Colony,  it's 
possible   some   notification   to  us   of    what  his    Majesty 
may  intend  by  allowing  them  to  run  the  Line  by  them- 
selves might  be  obtained,  by  which  it  might  be  evident 
that  respect  must  be  had  to  the  agreement  in  running 
it.     A   letter   from   the   Secretary  of  State,  of  this  pur- 
port, if  it   could  come  to  us   before  the  third  Tuesday 
of  April  next,  which  is  the  time  they  have  set  to  run 
the    Line   without    us,   if    we   will    not    yield  .to   their 
unreasonable   pretences,  might  prevent  a  great  deal  of 
trouble,   and  protect   his   Majesties   subjects   settled    by 
this  Colony  bordering  on  that  Line,  from  being  ejected 
out   of  their   freeholds. 
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I  have  therefore  inclosed  a  letter,  but  not  knowing 
who  is  in  my  I^ord  Carteret's  post,  or  has  the  care  of 
the  Plantations,  in  his  room,  I  must  desire  you  to  super- 
scribe,  and  improve  it  as  you  may  find  it  useful. 

J.  TALCOTT. 

[Indorsed]  Letter  to  the  Agent,  transcribed  out 
of  the  rough  draft  Ocf  226.,  1724,  which  rough  draft 
was  sent   to   the    Agent. 

DEPUTY-GOVERNOR  LAW*  TO  GOVERNOR  BURNET  OF 
NEW  YORK. 

May  it  please  your  Excellency:  By  a  letter  from 
Gov.""  Talcott  I  am  directed  to  transmit  by  the  post  a 
letter  from  his  Honour  to  your  Excellency,  which  I 
have  herewith  enclosed.  He  has  omitted  the  sending  a 
copy  of  the  Act  of  our  Assembly,f  w^hereby  Commission- 
ers are  reappointed  for  the  settling  the  partition  lines, 
of  which  I  shall  put  him  in  mind  by  the  first  oppor- 
tunity. I  am  also  directed  to  write  to  your  Excellency 
on  that  subject,  that  if  possible  all  misunderstandings 
might  be  removed  and  that  affair  about  the  line  might 
be  comfortably  proceeded  in  at  the  time  appointed,  to 
the  good  satisfaction  of  both  Governments.  And  to 
that  end  I  would  say  a  few  words  to  the  Agreement 
consider'd  without  the  Survey,  then  to  the  Survey, 
and  then  to  both   of  them  together. 

Upon  the  Agreement  I  would  state  the  questions 
truly  according  to  my  understanding,  which,  if  I  mis- 
take  in,   your   Excellency  will   correct. 


*  Jonathan  Law  was  born  in  Milford,  Aug.  6,  1674 ;  graduated  Harvard 
College,  1695 ;  commenced  the  practice  of  law  in  his  native  town  1698,  and 
acquired  great  reputation  as  a  counselor.  In  171 7  he  was  chosen  an  assist- 
a'nt ;  in  1725  he  was  elected  chief-justice  and  deputy-governor,  which  offices 
he  held  until  chosen  governor  in  1741,  to  succeed  Governor  Talcott.  He  died 
in  office,  Nov.  6,  1750.  —  LaniberVs  History  of  the  Colony  of  Nezv  Haven. 
Hollister^s  History  of  Connecticut y  II.  647. 

+  Colonial  Records,  VI.  492'. 
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The  grand  question  on  the  Agreement,  on  which 
hangs  all  our  different  sentiments  is,  where  is  the  east 
end  of  the  second  partition  line? 

I  take  this  to  be  the  great  enquiry,  because  where 
that  ends  the  parallel  or  3d  partition  line  must  begin, 
in  that  parallel  lines  can't  depart  to  a  greater  distance 
from  one  another  than  they  are  at  where  they  begin 
without  the  hazard  of  their  meeting  some  time  or  other 
in  a  centre. 

And  such  is  the  variety  of  expression  in  those  parts 
of  the  Agreement  which  serve  to  decipher  and  describe 
that  matter  as  leads  to  these  three  enquiries,  vizt. 
Whether  it  be  at  the  northern  end  of  the  3d  line  men- 
tioned in  the  Agreement,  or  at  12  miles  distance  from 
the  northern  end  of  the  first  eight-mile  line  ?  Whether 
at  the  east  end  of  the  4th  line  mention'd  in  the  Agree- 
ment, or  at  20  miles  distance  from  Hudsons  River? 

Whether  at  the  east  end  of  the  4th  line,  or  at  such 
a  distance  from  Hudsons  River  as  that  a  parallel  line 
to  the  river  may  be  drawn  without  approaching  nearer 
to  any  part   of  the   river  than   20  miles  ? 

A   word  to   each   of  these  in   order. 

Relating  to  the  first,  the  expressions  are  these, 
[And  also  that  a  fourth  line  be  run,  that  is  to  say,  from 
the  eight-mile  line,  being  the  third  mentioned  line,] 
according  to  the  copy  sent  home  for  confirmation,  out 
of  which  is  omitted  in  the  vacancy  I  have  left  these 
words,  [Line  first  mentioned  onto  the  northmost  end 
of  the,]  according  to  the  copy  on  our  records,  which 
doubtless  is  the  truth  as  the  sense  of  it  plainly  shows. 
And  afterwards,  when  this  line  is  spoken  of  again,  its 
said  of  it  in  one  place  in  a  parenthesis,  (which  is  to  be 
12  miles  in  length;)  and  in  another  place  in  these 
words,  [And  the  line  that  is  then  to  run  12  miles  to 
the  end  of  the   3d   forementioned  line  of  eight  miles.] 


24  TALCOTT   PAPERS. 

That  the  east  end  of  the  fourth  line,  which  I  call 
the  2d  partition  line,  is  plainly  and  expressly  declared 
in  the  Agreement  to  be  at  the  northern  end  of  the  3d 
line  mention'd  in  the  Ag-reement  is  too  obvious  to  be 
deny'd. 

That  its  being  afterwards  described  to  be  12  miles 
in  length  is  too  weak  an  expression  to  set  aside  the 
fix'd  place  for  its  termination  and  extend  it  three 
quarters  of  a  mile  further  eastward.  Both  can't  be 
true  in  a  literal  sense.  I  can  conceive  of  a  construction 
to  be  put  upon  the  length  of  12  miles  which  will 
reconcile  it  to  the  terms  from  which  and  to  which  the 
line  is  to  be  drawn,  namely  an  acceptance  of  it  for  12 
miles. 

Here  is  no  expression  used  which  might  imply  a 
condition,  [that  in  case  the  northerly  ends  of  the 
two  eight-mile  lines  should  not  be  exactly  12  miles 
asunder,  that  then  the  4th  line  should  be  contracted 
or  extended  to  the  precise  measure  of  eight  miles,] 
for  the  expression  in  the  proviso  is  [And  the  line  that 
is  then  to  run  12  miles  to  the  end  of  the  third  fore- 
mentioned  line   of  eight  miles.] 

I  would  only  add,  that  if  the  copy  sent  Home  for 
confirmation  be  the  true  one,  it  alters  not  the  case,  but 
only  the  shape  of  the  argument,  which  would  then 
be,  that  a  line  drawn  to  the  westward  from  a  certain 
point  should  extend  itself  further  east  than  that  place 
from  whence  its   drawn   is   an   impossibility. 

To  proceed  to  the  2d  enquiry.  The  words  which 
relate  to  it  are  these,  [And  that  from  the  east  end 
of  the  fourth  mentioned  line  (which  is  to  be  12  miles 
in  length)  a  line  parallel  to  Hudsons  River  in  every 
place  20  miles  distant  from  Hudsons  River  shall  be 
the  bounds  there.]  And  again  in  the  proviso  it  is 
said  in  these  words,  [Shall  be  added  out  of  the  bounds 
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of    Conecticutt    unto    the    line    aforemention'd    parallel 
unto  Hudsons  River  and  twenty  miles  distant  from  it.] 

To  avoid  troubling  your  Excellency  with  the  repe- 
tition of  any  positions  or  arguments  already  alleged 
which  are  pertinent  to  this  question,  I  shall  only  add 
on  the  first  passage  which  I  have  quoted,  that  when 
the  place  assigned  for  drawing  the  parallel  or  next 
partition  line  from  is  the  east  end  of  the  fourth  line, 
that  a  bare  description  of  its  course  to  be  at  20  miles 
distance  is  too  slender  an  expression  to  extend  the  fourth 
line  beyond  its  limits.  A  reconciling  construction  may 
easily  be  put  upon  this  description  of  20  miles  distant. 
And  seeing  the  12  miles  before  mention'd  are  in  the 
same  predicament  with  the  20  miles,  and  the  proviso 
hath  to  a  demonstration  shewn  that  they  are  not 
numerically  intended,  when  it  says,  [That  in  case  the 
line  from  Biram  Brook's  mouth  north-northwest  eight 
miles  and  the  line  that  is  then  to  run  12  miles  to 
the  end  of  the  third  forementioned  line  of  eight  miles,] 
its  beyond  any  doubt  with  me,  that  if  there  had  been 
the  like  occasion  to  have  spoken  of  the  20  miles  as 
there  was  of  the  12  miles  it  had  been  in  the  same 
phrase,  vizt.  that  is  then  to  run  20  miles  distant 
from  Hudsons  River  to  the  end  of  the  third  mentioned 
line. 

And  as  to  the  second  abovemention'd  passage  in 
the  proviso,  it  serves  only  to  shew  that  the  bounds  of 
Conecticutt  were  to  be  on  the  west  side  of  the  addi- 
tional lands,  and  they  to  remain  still  in  Conecticutt 
Government,  for  the  20  miles  were  as  fully  expressed 
in   the  body  of   the   Agreement. 

That  these  expressions  do  imply  a  condition,  or 
were  ever  intended  for  any  such  purpose,  that  in  case 
the  4th  line  should  not  extend  itself  to  the  length 
of   20  miles   from   Hudsons  River,  that  then  it  should 
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be  further  extended,  seems  more  unreasonable  inas- 
mucli  as  it  sets  aside  a  considerable  part  of  the  opera- 
tion and  makes  the  measuring  three  of  the  lines  a 
fruitless  thing. 

To  the  third  enquiry  I  shall  add  nothing  to  what 
hath  been  said  which  is  applicable  to  this,  only  that 
such  a  train  of  implications  of  conditions  which  to  me 
seem  the  only  colour  for  extending  the  2d  partition  line 
as  the  gentlemen  of  your  Province  would  have  it, 
would  introduce  a  multitude  of  experiments  to  no 
purpose.  Certainly  it  hath  been  easier  to  have  said 
at  once  in  the  Agreement,  and  much  more  intelligible 
too,  that  the  2d  partition  line  should  be  extended 
so  far  eastward  as  that  a  parallel  line  might  be  drawn 
from  the  end  of  it  which  would  not  come  within  20 
miles  of  any  part  of  the  River. 

As  to  the  Survey.  I  must  confess  I  have  not  yet 
seen  the  commission  given  to  the  surveyors,  and  take 
it  to  be  pursuant  to  the  Agreement,  that  is  to  say,  to 
make  a  survey  and  run  the  lines,  partitions,  limits  and 
bounds  mention'd  in  the  Agreement.  And  since  truth 
will  always  bear  examination,  I  shall  compare  the  work 
directed  by  the  Agreement  to  be  perform 'd  by  them 
with  their  report  of  what  they  did,  and  then  make  a 
few  reflections  upon   it. 

Agreement.  Shall  begin  at  a  certain  brook  or  river 
called  Byram  Brook  or  River,  which  river  is  between 
the  towns  o'f  Rye  and  Greenwich,  that  is  to  say,  at  the 
mouth  of  said  Brook  where  it  falleth  into  the  Sound 
at  a  point  called  Lions  Point,  which  is  the  eastward 
point  of  Byram  River,  and  from  the  said  point  to  go 
as  the  said  river  runneth  to  the  place  where  the  com- 
mon road  or  wading  place  over  the  said  river  is,  and 
from  the  said  road  or  wading  place  to  go  N.  N.  West 
into  the  country,  so  far  as  will  be  eight  English  miles 
from  the  foresaid   Lions   Point. 
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Report.  We  went  to  Lions  Point  on  the  east  side 
of  Byram  River,  and  from  the  mouth  of  the  said  river 
where  it  falls  into  the  sea  we  measured  up  the  said 
river  and  found  it  to  be  one  mile  and  a  half  and 
twenty  rods  bearing  north  half  easterly,  and  so  came 
to  a  great  stone  at  the  wading  place  where  the  road 
cut  the  said  river,  thence  directed  to  our  course  N.  N. 
West  six  miles  and  an  half,  and  there  marked  three 
white   oak  trees   as   in   the   margent.     C.   R. 

Agreement,  And  that  a  line  of  twelve  miles  being 
measured  from  the  said  Lions  Point  according  to  the 
line  or  general  course  of  the  Sound  eastward,  where 
the  said  twelve  miles  endeth  another  line  shall  be  run 
from  the  Sound  eight  miles  into  the  country  N.  N. 
West. 

Report.  Then  directed  our  course  west  and  by 
north  seven  miles  and  one  hundred  and  twenty  rods, 
which  brought  us  to  the  northermost  end  of  a  reach 
of  Hudsons  River  which  bears,  we  judge,  south  and 
by  west  a  quarter  westerly  and  north  and  by  east  a 
quarter  easterly,  which  abovesaid  line  falls  upon  the 
said  reach  about  three  miles  above  frederick  Phillips's 
Upper  Mills  over  against  Tapan,  and  the  said  river 
beareth  north  as  to  its  general  course  upwards.  We 
concluded  the  abovementioned  west  and  by  north  line 
to  ■  be  the  shortest  from  said  three  markt  trees  to  Hud- 
sons  River. 

Agreement.  And  also  that  a  fourth  line  be  run, 
that  is  to  say,  from  the  northmost  end  of  the  eight-mile 
line,  being  the  third  mentioned  line,  which  fourth  line 
with  the  first  mentioned  line  shall  be  the  bounds 
where   they   shall   fall   to   run. 

Report.  And  having  unanimously  concluded  that 
part  of  the  Sound  from  Lions  Point  easterly  to  bear 
east  north   east,  we  did   from  said  trees  at  eight  miles 
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distance  run  parallel  to  the  Sound,  viz.  east  north  east 
twelve  miles  and  still  continued  said  twelve  mile  line 
east  north  east  one  mile  and  sixty-four  rods,  which 
then  gave  us  twenty  miles  from  Hudsons  River  and 
is    eight  miles  north-northwest   from   the   Sound. 

Agreement.  And  that  from  the  east  end  of  the 
fourth  mentioned  line  (which  is  to  be  twelve  miles  in 
length)  a  line  parallel  to  Hudsons  River  in  every  place 
twenty  miles  distant  from  Hudsons  River  shall  be  the 
bounds  there  between  the  said  territories  or  Province 
of  N.  York  and  the  said  Colony  of  Conecticutt  so 
far  as  Conecticutt  Colony  doth  extend  northwards, 
that  is  to  say,  to  the  south  line  of  the  Massachusetts 
Colony. 

Report.     Nothing. 

Agreement.  Only  it  is  provided,  that  in  case  the 
line  from  Byram  Brook's  mouth  north  north  west  eight 
miles  and  the  line  that  is  then  to  run  twelve  miles 
to  the  end  of  the  third  forementioned  line  of  eight 
miles  do  diminish  or  take  away  land  within  twenty 
miles  of  Hudsons  River,  that  then  so  much  as  in 
land  diminished  of  twenty  miles  from  Hudsons  River 
thereby  shall  be  added  out  of  Conecticutt  bounds  unto 
the  line  aforementioned  parallel  to  Hudsons  River 
and  twenty  miles  distant  from  it,  the  addition  to  be 
made  the  whole  length  of  the  said  parallel  line,  and 
in  such  breadth  as  will  make  up  quantity  for  quantity 
what  shall  be   diminished   as   aforesaid. 

Report.  Then  finding  the  Oblong  of  twelve  miles 
east  north  east  and  eight  miles  north  north  west  did 
diminish  sixty-one  thousand  four  hundred  and  forty 
acres  from  the  twenty  miles  from  Hudsons  River,  we 
added  to  the  abovesaid  twenty  miles  upon  the  east 
north  east  line  three  hundred  and  five  rods  more  to 
run  at  the  additional  breadth,  parallel  to  Hudsons  River 
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till  it  meet  with  the  Massachusetts  line,  which  we 
deem'd  one  hundred  distant  miles  from  our  eight-mile 
line ;  which  several  courses  with  their  distances  together 
w-ith  three  hundred  and  five  rods  added  do  clearly 
appear  in  the  platt  by  the  surveyors  drawn  and  hereto 
annexed,  which  addition  of  three  hundred  and  five 
rods  we  refer  for  its  confirmation  and  ratification  to 
the   two   Governments. 

Its  manifest  that  some  of  the  lines  directed  to  by 
the  Agreement  the  surveyors  never  run,  vizt.  the  2d, 
the  3d,  the  4th  and  the  parallel  line.  Some  lines  they 
did  run  which  were  not  directed  to  by  the  Agreement, 
viz.  the  west  and  by  north  line  and  the  east  north 
east  line.  In  one  of  the  lines  they  erected  monuments, 
in   the   others  they  erected   none. 

Surveyors  are  to  be  guided  by  the  rules  of  their 
art,  but  these  gentlemen  determin'd  the  courses  of  the 
river  and  the  sound  and  the  distance  from  the  eight- 
mile  line  to  the  Massachusetts  line  by  their  Agreements 
and   guesses  and  bare   conjectures. 

The  4th  line  in  the  Agreement  is  not  a  parallel 
line  to  the  common  course  of  the  Sound,  but  where  it 
should  fall  to  run  from  the  northerly  ends  of  the  first 
and  3d  lines,  which  3d  line  was  to  be  run  from 
the  Sound. 

The  general  course  of  the  Sound  was  to  be  the 
rule  for  directing  the  2d  line  by,  but  the  common 
course  of  the  river  was  not  to  govern  the  course  of 
the  parallel  line;  neither  can  their  judgment  alter 
the  course  of  any  part  of  the  river  from  northwest  to 
north. 

It  seems  by  the  platt  referr'd  to  that  they  pro- 
jected the  upper  end  of  the  reach  which  they  judged 
to  be  north  and  by  east  a  quarter  easterly  to  be  a 
proper  place   to  begin   a  parallel   unto,  at  a  place  near 
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the  Sound  from  whence  they  draw'd  the  20  mile  line 
on  the  same  course,  which  they  supposed  the  general 
course  of  the  river  north,  in  which  if  they  were  right 
then  that  part  of  the  river  which  is  so  far  northward 
from  the  upper  end  of  the  said  reach,  as  the  place 
where  they  began  the  20  mile  line  is  southward  of 
the  place  where  the  parallel  line  should  begin,  is  the 
proper  part  of  the  river  to  begin  the  parallel  line 
unto. 

The  surveyors  calculated  the  Oblong  at  twelve 
miles  one  way  and  eight  miles  the  other  way,  in  which 
of  necessity  either  N.  York  or  Conecticutt  must  be 
wronged,  inasmuch  as  it  agrees  neither  to  the  east 
end  of  the  4th  line  consider'd  as  terminating  at  the 
northerly  end  of  the  3d  line  nor  at  the  end  of  20 
miles,  or  rather  at  such  a  distance  from  the  river  as 
that  a  parallel  line  may  be  run  that  shall  be  20  miles 
distant   from   every  part   of    the   river. 

There  are  three  things  asserted  in  the  Act  of  your 
Assembly  for  running  and  ascertaining  the  lines  of 
partition  which  are  beyond  my  comprehension,  namely, 
that  the  surveyors  did  actually  mark  out  and  ascertain 
the  most  southerly  and  part  of  the  most  easterly 
part  of  the  Province,  seeing  there  is  no  monuments 
reported   saving  in   the   first  line   only. 

That  all  their  doings  were  submitted  to  the  Gov- 
ernments, and  allege  that  the  Governours  did  approve 
of  them,  seeing  all  men  know  that  the  Governments 
and   the   Governours  are  not  the   same. 

That  the  Articles  of  Agreement  betwixt  the  Gov- 
ernours was  confirm'd  by  King  William  in  Council, 
seeing  the  Agreement  made  by  the  Commissioners  and 
the  report  of  the  Survey  only  are  recited,  and  its  said 
the  said  Agreement  and  Survey  are  hereby  approved 
and   confirmed   accordingly. 
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To  which  I  shall  only  add,  that  the  distinction 
between  a  survey  and  an  actual  survey  is  new  and 
without  a  difference,  and  that  I  can  not  understand  how 
it  should  be  expected  that  your  Assembly  by  virtue 
of  a  power  to  make  laws  for  your  Province  should 
give  law  to  Conecticutt. 

I  cannot  understand  that  it  has  ever  been  thought 
needful   in  any  of  the  Agreements  made  between  this 
and    any    other    neighbouring    Governments    to    make 
their  Agreements    dependent  on    the   condition   of   the 
Royal  approbation,  neither  have  these  Governments  in 
their  later  acts,  excepting  only  where  the  constitution  of 
the  Government  requires  it.     And  the  condition  of  the 
Agreement   in   83    is   no   more   literally  comply'd    with 
than   the   condition   is   on   which   the   survey  depended 
as    your    Assembly  understood    it,   or  the    addition    of 
305  rods  as  our  Assembly  have  taken  it.      Yet  this  is 
evident,  that  if  the  addition  be  claim'd  by  the  Agree- 
ment, that  it  ought  to  be  in  the  place  where  the  Agree- 
ment giveth  it ;  and  if  the  claim  be  by  the  survey,  that 
it  must  depend  on  the  condition  of  this  Government's 
approbation,  which  was  not   obtain'd  before  the   Royal 
approbation  by  King  William,  nor  at  any  time   since. 
I  beg  your   Excellencies  patience  with  great  assur- 
ance,  since   I   have    had    with  great  satisfaction    some 
acquaintance  with  your  elaborate  and  accurate  Observa- 
tion  on  Daniel's  Periods,*  and  trust  that  inasmuch  as 
the   living  must  be   the  actors  in   this  affair,  that  you 
will  not  spare   the   pains  of   removing  their  misunder- 
standings  if  any  errors  be   committed  in  this  relation 
of  the   state   of    this   controversy.       Wherefore.  I   shall 
adventure    to    add  a  word    upon    the    Agreement   and 
Survey   consider'd  together,   and  so  conclude. 

*  Gov.  Bumet  wrote  an  essay  on  the  fulfilment  of  the  prophecies  in  the 
book  of  Daniel. — Appleton's  Cyclopcrdia  of  American  Biography^  I.  4^8. 
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If  the  Agreement  and  Survey  are  both  confirm'd 
and  yet  do  disagree  in  any  point,  that  one  of  them 
must  fail  in  those  articles  wherein  they  are  inconsist- 
ent, which  is  manifest  if  the  aforesaid  explication  of 
the  Agreement  be  right,  and  whence  it  should  be  that 
your  Government  should  have  a  right  to  say  that 
where  the  Survey  gives  them  an  advantage  they  will 
•go  by  the  Survey,  and  where  the  Agreement  may  sup- 
ply the  defects  of  the  Survey  that  the  Agreement  wshall 
take  place,  any  more  than  Conecticutt  have,  is  beyond 
my  imagination;  and  the  only  way  to  reconcile  them 
is  to  account  the  Survey  as  incomplete  any  further 
than  they  have  ascertain'd  the  lines  run  by  erecting 
monuments,  because  so  far  none  doubt  of  a  full  com- 
pliance with  the   Agreement. 

Yet  notwithstanding,  as  hath  been  proposed  for 
a  peaceable  accommodation,  tho'  to  our  loss,  I  shall 
be  willing  to  the  running  the  third  partition  line 
parallel  to  Hudsons  River  from  the  east  end  of  the 
E.  N.  E.  line  reported  in  the  Survey  as  a  final  settle- 
ment of  all  differences  between  the  Governments. 
And  so   for  this  time   I   humbly  take  my  leave. 

Your  Excellencies  admiring  and  most  humble 
Servant. 

MiLFORD,  Nov*"'  27th,  1724. 
Gov.  Burnett. 

LIEUTENANT-GOVERNOR  WILLIAM  DUMMER*  OF  MASSA- 
CHUSETTS TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Sir:  The  answer  of  the  General  Assembly  of  Con- 
necticut to  the  motion  lately  made  to  them  by  Colo. 
John   Stoddard   in  the   name   of  this   government  with 


*  Lieut.-Gov.  William  Dummer,  son  of  Jeremiah  Dummer  of  Boston,  and 
brother  of  the  colonial  agent  Jeremy  Dummer,  is  said  to  have  been  living 
in  Plymouth,  Eng. ,  when  he  received  the  appointment  of  lieutenant-governor 
of  Massachusetts,  in  1716,  at  the  time  Samuel  Shute  was  appointed  governor. 
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relation  to  carrying  on  the  war  against  our  enemy 
Indians  lias  been  transmitted  to  me,  which  I  have 
communicated  to  the  General  Court  of  this  Province 
now  sitting.  And  inasmuch  as  it  is  therein  intimated 
that  you  had  not  received  such  full  satisfaction  touch- 
ing  the  grounds  of  the  war  as  you  desired,  I  have, 
therefore,  directed  copies  of  the  Proclamation  of  the 
War,  of  a  Memorial  to  his  Majesty,  and  some  other 
papers  wherein  the  grounds  of  the  war  are  set  forth, 
to  be  inclosed,  upon  perusal  of  which  I  hope  you  will 
be  fully  sensible  that  the  grounds  were  sufficient  and 
the  war  unavoidable. 

And  I  would  give  you  further  to  understand,  that 
as  this  government  (after  having  exercised  long  pa- 
tience towards  the  Eastern  Indians,  notwithstanding 
the  many  and  great  outrages  and  depredations  commit- 
ted by  them  upon  his  Majesty's  subjects  inhabiting 
our  frontiers,  till  at  last  by  killing  multitudes  of  their 
cattle,  inhumanly  abusing  their  persons,  plundering 
and  burning  their  houses,  carrying  several  of  them 
away  captives,  wounding  and  killing  others,  and  even 
in  an  open  and  hostile  manner  assaulting  for  many 
hours  a  fort  where  his  Majesty's  colours  were  flying,  as 
by  the  inclosed  papers  will  appear,  their  insults  became 
intolerable)  did  at  first  with  much  regret  enter  into  a 
war  with  such  a  barbarous,  lurking  and  almost  inacces- 
sible enemy,  so  the  heavy  expence  and  calamity  of  it 


After  the  departure  of  Shute,  Jan.  i,  1723,  he  was  left  at  the  head  of  the 
province,  and  continued  in  charge  until  the  arrival  of  jjov.  Burnet  in  1728. 
He  was  also  commander-in-chief  during  the  interval  between  Burnet's  death 
and  the  arrival  of  Gov.  Belcher  in  1730.  His  administration  is  spoken  of 
with  great  respect,  and  he  is  represented  as  governed  by  a  pure  regard  to 
the  public  good.  The  war  with  the  eastern  Indians  was  conducted  by  him 
with  great  skill,  and  is  sometimes  termed  by  way  of  distinction  "Dummer's 
Indian  war."  From  the  year  1730  he  lived  chiefly  in  retirement  until  his 
death  in  Boston,  Oct.  10,  1761,  aged  ^t..— Hutchinson,  II.  2gi,  J22,  j68. 
Allen's  Biographical  Dictionary.    N.  E.  Hist.  Gen.-Register,  XLIV.  24g-2_53. 
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not  only  obliges  ns  to  wish  it  at  an  end,  but  does 
also  engage  us  to  exercise  our  thoughts  how  to  bring 
it  to  a  speedy  and  happy   conclusion. 

And  if  the  Governour  of  Canada,  who  has  all  along 
abetted  and  instigated  our  enemies,  were  made  sensible 
that  in  case  he  continued  so  to  do,  the  several  English 
Governments  would  with  their  united  force  pursue 
those  Indians,  and  in  their  pursuits  the  war  should 
be  brought  home  to  his  own  doors,  there  is  great 
reason  to  conclude  that  he  would,  either  by  withdraw- 
ing his  assistance  or  by  exerting  his  influence,  soon 
bring  them  to  proper  terms  of  peace  and  submission. 
Wherefore  the  General  Court,  now  sitting,  have  desired 
me  earnestly  to  move  your  Honour,  that  you  would 
please  to  appoint  and  order  some  suitable  person  of 
your  Government  to  join  with  such  as  shall  be  sent 
from  hence  and  from  the  Governments  of  New  York, 
Rhode  Island,  and  New  hampshire,  to  repair  to  Mons'r. 
Vaudruill,  Governour  of  Canada,  and  there  to  demand 
all  and  every  of  his  Majesty's  subjects  that  have  been 
captivated  by  the  Indian  enemy  and  carried  into  and 
detained  in  any  part  of  his  Government;  and  likewise 
to  demand  that  the  said  Governor  Vaudruill  withdraw 
the  countenance  and  assistance  which,  in  violation  of 
the  Treaty  of  Utrecht  and  contrary  to  the  friendship 
and  alliance  between  the  Two  Crowns,  he  has  given  to 
the  said  Indians  in  the  prosecution  of  their  unjust  war 
against  his  Majesty's  subjects  of  these  Colonies.  And 
otherwise,  if  our  friend  Indians  who  have  hitherto 
been  with  difficulty  restrained  should,  in  pursuit  of  the 
enemy  Indians,  commit  like  hostilities  upon  the  French 
families  who  dwell  promiscuously  with  them  as  have 
been  by  the  French  Indians  committed  upon  the  in- 
habitants of  this  Province,  that  the  blame  will  be 
entirely  owing  to  his  own   conduct.     And   that  the  said 
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agents  likewise  inform  him  that  if  the  Indians  shall 
still  persist  in  the  war  against  us,  the  several  English 
Governments  will  find  themselves  obliged  with  their 
united  force,  by  the  help  of  God,  to  prosecute  and 
pursue  them  to  the  uttermost. 

And  if,  thro'  the  blessing  of  God  on  our  endeav- 
ours herein,  a  solid  and  lasting  peace  should  be  brought 
forward,  I  trust  that  not  only  this  Province  but  the 
Colony  of  Connecticutt  also  will  have  abundant  cause  to 
rejoice  in  the  happy  effect  of  this  proposed  message. 

I  hope  you  will  judge  it  expedient  to  join  with  us 
in  this  affair;  and  I  desire  you  will  send  me  your 
answer  as  soon  as  may  be  with  convenience,  whereby 
you  will  oblige,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  servant, 

WM.  DUMMER. 

Boston,  Novemb""  30th,  1724. 

Gov.  Talcott. 

GOVERNOR  BURNET*  TO  DEPUTY  GOVERNOR  LAW. 

New  York,  21st  Dec,  1724. 

Sir:  I  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the 
27th  of  last  month,  and  was  hindered  by  other  business 
from  answering  it  sooner  than  by  this  post. 

I  confess  I  cannot  see  the  use  of  entring  into  a 
dispute  on  this  subject,  since  it  has  been  already  deter- 


*  Gov.  William  Burnet  was  the  oldest  son  of  the  celebrated  Gilbert 
Burnet,  Bishop  of  Sarum.  He  was  born  in  1688.  Previously  to  his  coming  to 
this  country,  he  possessed  a  considerable  fortune,  but  it  had  been  wrecked 
in  the  South  Sea  scheme  or  "bubble."  In  1720  he  was  appointed  Governor 
of  New  York  and  New  Jersey,  which  office  he  held  till  1728.  'Then  he  was 
appointed  Governor  of  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire,  arriving  in  Boston 
July  13,  1728,  His  administration  was  one  continuous  fight  with  the  General 
Court  over  the  salary  question.  In  the  midst  of  it,  he  died  suddenly  at  the 
Province  House,  Sept.  7,  1729.  —  New  Hampshire  Provincial  Papers^  IV.  ^04. 
Lodge's  History  of  the  English  Colonies  in  America,  366.  Memorial  History 
of  Boston,  II.  ^4. 


36  TALCOTT   PAPERS. 

mined  by  King  William,  at  the  request  of  the  Lords 
of  Trade,  with  this  express  reason,  For  preventing  all 
future  disputes. 

Here  is  a  solemn  judgment  given  by  the  King  in 
Council,  which  is  the  last  resort  of  all  causes  in  the 
Plantations,  and  thereby  not  only  the  Agreement  con- 
firmed, but  also  the  Survey,  which  is  therefore  adjudged 
to  be  rightly  made,  and  nothing  in  it  left  to  be  con- 
firmed by  the  two  Governments  but  what  it  leaves 
dubious,  (viz.)  whether  the  305  rods  is  a  right  addition 
in   breadth  to  make   up  the   61,440   acres. 

Our  Act  of  Assembly  was  made,  that  this  judgment 
of  King  William  might  have  its  execution;  and  King 
George's  confirmation  of  this  Act  makes  any  opposition 
to  it  no  longer  a  controversy  with  this  Government, 
but  with  the  King's  jurisdiction  to  determine  differ- 
ences among  his  subjects  in  the  Plantations. 

And  for  the  like  reason  upon  the  receipt  of  King 
William's  Order  in  Council,  there  was  a  proclamation 
issued  from  hence,  Requiring  the  inhabitants  of  the  Tozvns 
of  Rye  and  Bedford  to  give  obedience  to  this  Government, 
pursuant  to  his  Majesties  Royal  Will  and  Pleasure,  at  their 
peril. 

The  same  authority  that  declared  Rye  and  Bed- 
ford to  belong  to  this  Government  did  confirm  the 
Agreement  and  Survey,  and  has  now  confirmed  our 
Act  of  Assembly,  which  cannot  be  obstructed  in  taking 
its  effect  but  in  contempt  of  his  Majesties  lawful 
authority. 

This  I  think  is  a  full  answer  to  your  question, 
What  need  there  is  of  having  Agreements  between  neigh- 
bouring Governments  fnade  dependent  on  the  Royal  approba- 
tion. For  without  this  they  would  become  endless  dis- 
putes, for  want  of  a  common  arbitrator  and  supreme 
judge  who  has  a  right  to  compel  the  parties  to  acqui- 
esce in   his  decision. 
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And  now,  having  observed  that  the  Royal  deter- 
mination has  put  it  out  of  the  power  either  of  this 
Government  or  yours,  to  go  from  any  part  either  of 
the  Agreement  or  the  Survey,  I  might  excuse  myself 
from  entring  into  an  examination  of  any  particular 
objections  made  to  their  being  consistent  with  one 
another,  which  is  the  main  design,  as  I  take  it,  of  your 
letter.  But  since  you  desire  it,  I  will  endeavour  to 
shew  you  why  I  cannot  agree  with  you  in  opinion, 
tho'  I  take  this  to  be  of  no  manner  of  use  and  a  mere 
piece  of  amusement:  it  being  of  no  consequence  now 
what  either  of  us  would  have  said  or  done  if  the  thing 
had  not  been  already  concluded  to  our  hands. 

As  to  what  you  call  the  grand  question,  which 
with  all  its  branches  I  need  not  repeat,  since  I  doubt 
not  but  you  have  kept  a  copy  of  your  letter,  I  cannot 
think  it  is  either  the  grand  question  or  rightly  stated 
as  such.  Because  I  take  the  grand  question  to  be, 
where  the  parallel  not  yet  run  is  to  be  drawn,  and  I 
apprehend  that  all  other  questions  but  this  must  leave 
out  something  necessarily  included  in  the  Agreement, 
of  which  this  is  the  plain  end  and  design,  and  in 
respect  of  which  all  the  particulars  are  but  circum- 
stances. 

Next,  as  to  the  stating  it  where  this  parallel  is  to 
begin,  which  is  part  of  this  grand  question,  you  beg 
the  question  and  say  that  the  parallel,  or  (as  you  call 
it)  the  third  partition  line,  must  begin  where  the  line 
(you  call)  the  2d  partition  line  ends,  and  therefore 
you  make  your  grand  question  where  this  2d  partition 
line  ends;  which  is,  in  my  opinion,  no  part  of  the 
dispute,  for  the  dispute  is  how  much  ought  to  be 
added  to  the  4th  line  in  order  to  complete  the  2d 
partition  line,  from  the  end  of  which  the  parallel  is 
to    be    run,   in    order    that    it    may    be    distant    from 
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Hudsons  River  everywhere  20  miles  certain,  and  305 
rods  additional,  more  or  less,  to  make  up  the  61,440 
acres. 

And,  to  shew  you  that  this  distance  of  20  miles 
is  the  main  and  fundamental  point,  in  the  former 
part  of  the  Agreement  before  the  proviso.  That  pro- 
viso recites  this  as  the  only  description  of  the  parallel 
line^  in  these  words.  The  line  aforementioned  parallel  to 
Hudsons   River   and  20   miles   distant  from   it. 

If  the  Agreement  had  been  writ  according  to  your 
present  thoughts,  it  would  be  recited  something  like 
this,  The  line  aforementioned  parallel  to  Hudsons  River, 
and  beginning  where  the  jd  and  ^.th  line  meet,  and  the 
condition  of  20  miles  distant  would  have  been  left  out 
as  superfluous. 

But  supposing  that  you  had  proposed  the  grand  ques- 
tion, or  stated  it  rightly,  in  my  opinion,  still  I  should 
have  thought  your  proof  defective  as  to  the  end  of 
the  2d  partition  line  as  you  call  it,  because  you  deter- 
mine that  line  without  admitting  the  necessary  con- 
dition of  its  being  12  miles  in  length,  which  is  a  more 
certain  designation  than  that  of  its  being  drawn  from 
one  point  to  another.  For  directions  given  to  survey- 
ors must  be  according  to  the  language  of  mathematicks, 
of  which  surveying  is  a  part.  Now  when  mathemati- 
cians have  two  points  given  to  draw  a  line  of  a  certain 
length,  they  will  look  on  the  points  only  to  give  them 
the  course  of  the  line,  and  then  protract  the  line  be- 
yond one  of  the  points  according  to  the  nature  of  the 
problem,  till  they  have  got  their  full  given  distance. 

I  cannot  indeed  imagine  how  you  could  think  the 
acceptance  of  a  line  less  than  12  miles  to  be  a  natural 
construction  of  a  line  that  is  expressly  declared  to  be 
12  miles  in  length.  This  construction  is  so  directly 
contrary  to  the  words  of  the  Agreement  that  nothing 
can  be   more  so,  in   my  opinion. 
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The  only  objection  which  you  make  to  this  addi- 
tion to  the  4th  line,  till  it  extend  20  miles  from  Hiid_ 
sons  River,  is  that  it  would  make  the  measurmg  three  of 
the  lines  a  fruitless  tJmig. 

Now  I  cannot  imagine  how  you  can  call  these 
three  lines  which  ascertain  so  much  land  to  be  reserved 
to  Connecticut  a  fruitless  thing,  for  if  there  had  been 
no  other  words  in  the  Agreement  but  that  a  line  20 
miles  distance  from  Hudsons  River  running  from  the 
Sound  to  the  south  bounds  of  the  Province  of  the 
Massachusetts  Bay  should  be  the  boundary  of  the  two 
Colonys,  then  indeed  the  three  lines  would  have  been 
fruitless  things,  and  we  should  have  had  a  ten  times 
better  bargain  than  we  have.  But  as  it  is,  I  think 
you  have   no   reason   to   despise  those  three  lines. 

As  to  what  you  observe,  that  stronger  words  might 
have  been  found  to  take  away  all  doubt  of  what  is 
meant  in  the  Agreement,  I  believe  that  may  l5e  said 
of  most  contracts  that  ever  were  made :  but  it  is  enough 
that  the  intention  of  the  parties  is  fully  discovered; 
and  in  this  case  I  believe  you  have  no  doubt  that  the 
parties  intended  that  20  miles  distance  from  Hudsons 
River,  with  an  additional  equivalent  for  the  61,440 
acres,  should  fix  the  boundaries,  and  tho'  the  words 
had  been  as  imperfect  as  you  suppose,  which  I  do  not 
think  they  are,  still  if  this  appears  plainly  the  inten- 
tion of  both  parties,  it  m^ust  bind  them  in  equity,  and 
therefore  the  King  and  Council,  who  have  the  latitude 
of  determining  according  to  equity,  being  convinced 
of  this   intention   would   certainly  have   confirmed  it. 

All  Treaties  between  different  nations  are  guided 
only  by  the  rules  of  the  Civil  Law  and  Equity, 
which  always  look  at  the  intention,  tho'  the  wording 
it  be  defective;  and  in  different  Colonies,  who  have 
no  courts  of  Comon  Law  that  have  a  jurisdiction  over 
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both,  their  differences  also  must  be  determined  not  by 
the  strict  rules  of  the  Common  Law  alone,  but  also 
according  to  the  civil  law  and  natural  Equity.  So 
that  all  your  objections  to  the  want  of  form  seem 
to  me  insufficient. 

As  to  the  Survey,  which  you  say  has  not  drawn 
all  the  lines  directed  by  the  Agreement,  and  has  drawn 
some  not  there  mentioned,  I  don't  find  but  that  the 
Surveyors  are  very  justifiable  in  so  doing.  For  if  they 
agreed  about  the  course  of  the  sound,  which  we  are 
to  take  for  granted  they  did  by  observations  taken 
with  instruments,  there  was  no  need  of  their  going 
over  the  2d  line,  nor  the  third  line,  since  the  running 
the  4th  line  gives  them  both  necessarily  and  by 
demonstration,  if  it  was  run  upon  the  same  course 
with  the  Sound  and  eight  miles  distant  from  it  every- 
where, as  they  certify  it  was.  And  this  4th  line  they 
found  to  be  the  same  with  their  east-north-east  line, 
which  you  say  they  were  not  ordered  to  run,  and 
which  I  apprehend  they  were  compelled  to  run  by 
demonstration   according  to   their   art. 

And  so  to  tlae  west  and  by  north  line,  which  you  say 
was  another  line  which  they  were  not  ordered  to  run, 
I  apprehend  that  the  Agreement  by  ordering  that  the 
distance  from  Hudsons  River  should  be  taken,  thereby 
ordered  the  necessary  means  to  that  end,  which  cer- 
tainly obliged  them  to  run  some  line  or  another,  in 
which  they  must  be  supposed  to  have  chosen  right, 
since  both  sides  agreed,  until  the  contrary  is  demon- 
strated ;  and  where  the  doing  the  thing  with  the  utmost 
exactness  is  either  impracticable,  or  what  would  require 
an  immense  expence  and  difficulty,  there  the  nearest 
method  to  the  exact  truth  that  can  be  conveniently 
had  must  be  look'd  on  as  sufficient,  since  agreed  to 
by  both  parties.      And   it   is  plain   by   the   Agreement, 
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that  the  Surveyors  and  Commissioners  on  both  sides 
were  entrusted  with  the  power  of  running  these 
bounds  without  any  condition  that  they  required  the 
approbation  of  both  Governments  to  make  them  bind- 
ing, and  therefore  the  Survey  was  binding,  except 
in  one  point,  which  the  Surveyors  and  Commissioners 
not  being  certain  enough  about,  submitted  to  the  two 
Governments  to  confirm  and  ratify,  by  which  it  is 
plain  they  thought  that  all  the  rest  of  their  work 
wanted   no   confirmation-  at  all. 

I  am  informed  that  your  Acts  of  Assembly  have 
as  fully  confirmed  and  approved  all  this  work  as  ours, 
tho'  I  see  no  want  of  either.  But  I  have  not  time  to 
look  them  over,  especially  since,  as  I  observed  before, 
I  think  all  the  pains  now  taken  in  arguing  about 
this  matter  to  be  needless,  and  too  late  to  alter  any- 
thing about  it;  and  therefore  I  cannot  conceive  there  is 
anything  left  to  be  determined,  but  to  enquire  what 
the  length  of  the  parallel  line  till  it  reaches  the  south 
line  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  will  be, 
that  it  maybe  known  if  305  rods  is  the  proper  addition 
to  20  miles  distant  from  Hudsons  River  or  not. 

As  to  the  recitals  in  our  Act  of  Assembly,  it  is  no 
great  matter  whether  they  are  well  expressed  or  no, 
for  mere  recitals  do  not  at  all  affect  or  alter  the  things 
recited;  the  only  things  material  in  an  Act  are  the 
enacting  clauses,  which  do  not  depend  at  all  on  the 
correctness  of  the  reciting  part,  which  is  more  matter 
of  form   than   of  use. 

And  now.  Sir,  I  have,  I  think,  taken  notice  of  eveiy 
argument  contained  in  your  letter,  tho'  not  in  the 
order  in  which  they  lie,  which  would  have  obliged  me 
to  be  much  more  tedious  than  I  have  been.  And 
upon  the  whole,  I  have  said  enough  to  let  you  know 
the  reasons  I  have  for  my  opinion,  which  is  all  I  aim 
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at.  I  do  not  pretend  to  expect  to  convince  you,  or 
bring  you  over  to  think  as  I  do,  being  satisfied  from 
experience  that  all  that  can  be  expected  in  disputes  is, 
to  discover  one  another's  sentiments  and  then  to  put 
a  charitable  construction  on  those  that  differ  from  us. 
But  to  wait  till  mankind  are  or  will  own  themselves 
to  be  of  one  mind  is  a  chimerical  project.  And 
therefore,  if  what  I  have  said  convinces  you  as  little 
as  your  letter  does  me,  I  desire  it  may  rest  there, 
that  we  may  avoid  St.  Paul's  censure,  i  Tim.  vi.  4, 
about   Strifes  of  words. 

I  shall  be  glad  to  see  your  Act  of  Assembly,  to 
reappoint  Commissioners  for  the  settling  the  partition 
lines.  I  hope  the  Act  and  the  Commission  will  have 
full  powers  sufficient  to  run  and  ascertain  them,  for 
merely  to  meet  and  dispute  about  them,  as  the  Com- 
missioners did  at  Rochel,  is  what  I  shall  be  against 
trying  any  more,  especially  since  your  Commissioners 
broke  off  that  meeting  so  abruptly,  tho'  made  at  the 
request  of  your  Government. 

I  am  obliged  to  you  for  your  favorable  sentiment 
of  a  performance  little  worth  your  time.  All  that  I 
can  say  of  it  is,  that  it  purposely  avoids  all  matters 
of  controversy. 

I  have  enclosed  for  your  acceptance  a  copy  of  some 
printed    papers,    on   an    affair    among  the  living,   which 
will  sufficiently  explain  themselves.     I   am.   Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  BURNET. 

THE    GOVERNOR    AND    COMPANY    TO    LIEUT.-GOVERNOR 

DUMMER. 

Hartford,  December  22,  1724. 

Sir:  I  have  received  yours  of  Novemb'r  30th, 
with   the  inclosed   referred    to  therein,   and  wish   that 
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a  copie  of  the  act  of  your  Assembly  respecting  the 
message  to  Canada  had  also  been  inclosed,  which  your 
Honour  can  yet  supply. 

I  have  advised  with  the  gentlemen  of  the  council 
that  I  could  (at  this  season)  with  convenience  speak 
with,  and  am  not  unsensible  of  the  great  difficulty  and 
charge  the  war  with  the  eastern  Indians  hath  brought 
upon  the  whole  province  under  your  command.  I 
wish  this  Government  were  able  to  render  the  circum- 
stances of  your  province  (in  that  affair)  more  easie: 
but  as  to  what  your  Honou"  intimates  respecting 
sending  messengers  to  Canada,  although  that  project 
seemeth  likely  to  make  Mons"-.  Vaudreuell  sensible 
that  his  conduct  can't  be  justified,  neither  will  it  well 
support  the  french  cause  when  the  same  methods 
shall  be  taken  by  New  England  against  Canada.  The 
letting  loose  the  Indians  (as  intimated  in  yours)  will 
doubtless  give  conviction  when  those  things  proper  to 
convince  reason  fail,  and  therefore  'tis  at  sight  of  it 
at  a  distance,  as  represented  by  messengers,  may  do 
something  with  that  Governour. 

But  yet  would  farther  propose  to  your  Honours 
advisement,  whether  it  may  not  be  proper  to  close  the 
message  to  Monsr.  Vaudreuell  with  a  representation 
that  it  is  very  apparent  that  our  Indian  enemy  have 
such  a  dependence  on  him  to  support  them  in  the 
war,  that  he  can  easilie  reduce  them  to  quietness,  and 
that  his  exerting  himself  in  so  good  a  work  (as  re- 
ducing those  Indians  to  order  would  be)  may  hapilie 
prevent  many  mischiefs  that  seem  to  threaten  us  as 
well  as  the  people  under  his  command,  and  ,also  give 
us  a  special  instance  of  his  good  neighbourhood,  and 
if  this  or  anything  else  proper  to  insert  in  the  message 
to  the  Governour  of  Canada  might  gain  him  to  influ- 
ence the  Indians  to  peace  it  would  be  well:  but  if  he 
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should  slight  the  motion  of  being  an  instrument  to 
gain  a  peace  for  us,  I  think  he  would  still  be  the  less 
excusable,  and  must  thank  himself  when  he  is  taught 
by  other  means. 

But  yet,  after  all,  must  let  your  Honour  know  that 
it  is  not  in  my  power  with  the  Council,  to  comply 
with  your  desire,  and  if  I  should  call  an  assembly 
together  (who  can  only  authorize  a  person  to  go  upon 
the  errand  you  mention)  I  fear  the  same  scruples  (as 
when  Colo.  Stoddard  was  with  us)  will  still  be  started, 
which  were  principally  two:  first,  that  the  Indians 
had  been  wronged  in  their  lands;  secondly,  that  the 
hostages  received  by  your  Government  of  the  Indians 
were  only  to  secure  the  payment  of  some  beaver, 
which  the  Indians  say  they  have  since  paid,  and  there- 
fore the  war  not  just  on  the  English  side.  These 
things  our  people  have  had  confirmed  to  them  by 
many  persons  (and  some  of  distinction)  of  your  Gov- 
ernment. I  would  charitably  hope  these  reports  are 
wholly  groundless,  I  should  be  very  unwilling  to  enter- 
tain such  things  without  the  clearest  proofs. 

Notwithstanding  which,  in  order  to  satisfie  our 
assembly,  possibly  it  may  be  best  to  send  to  me  the 
fullest  accounts  that  may  be  come  at.  Our  late  very 
Honourable  and  Excellent  Governour,  Colo.  Saltonstall, 
some  time  before  his  death  received  one  of  your 
treaties  with  the  eastern  Indians,  which  now  can't  be 
found.  Doubtless  your  treaties  and  other  writings 
(respecting  the  eastern  lands)  if  communicated  to  our 
assembly  might  be  of  service,  and  a  copie  of  the  entry 
made  when  the  said  hostages  were  delivered  up  (which 
entry  certainly  doth  include  what  they  were  received 
for)  will  certainly  satisfie  our  assembly  how  the  matter 
is  as  to  the  hostages.  Your  Honour  wont  think  it 
strange  that  there   is  need   to  satisfie  our   assembly  in 
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these  things,  when  you  consider  our  people  had  the 
said  reports  from  among  yourselves,  as  is  above  hinted, 
and  that  what  persons  confess  against  themselves  is 
easilie  believed,  and  in  many  things  there  wants  no 
other  proof.  I  have  insisted  the  more  largely,  that  if 
possible  I  might  prevent  all  difficulties,  for  I  would 
always  cultivate  that  good  understanding  that  hath 
been  between   the   two   Governments. 

Per  order  of  the  Governour  &c  of  the 
Colony  of  Connectticut 
Signed  per  HEZ.  WYLLYS  Secret'ry. 

To  the  Hon^^^  Wm.  Dummer,  Esq^ 

Lt.  Gov.  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts 
Bay  at  Boston. 

GOVERNOR  BURNET  TO  DEPUTY-GOVERNOR  LAW. 

New  York  Feb.  ist  172^. 

Sir:  I  had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  13th  Jan. 
with  the  enclosed  Act  of  Assembly  of  your  Province, 
by  which,  as  you  observe,  your  Commissioners  are  far 
from  being  so  fully  empowered  as  ours.  I  cannot  but 
think  these  limitations  naturally  tend  to  delay  the 
work,  and  that  the  best  Instructions  that  can  be  given 
to  the  Commissioners  and  Surveyors  from  either  Gov- 
ernment are,  to  follow  the  intention  of  the  Agreement 
and  Survey  bona  fide,  and  according  to  the  best  of  their 
skill.  If  the  Commissioners  are  fit  to  be  employed, 
that  seems  to  me  enough,  and  that  is  implyed  in  our 
Act;  and  to  limit  them  farther  is  to  make  their  work 
uncertain  and  inconclusive. 

As  to  the  proposal  you  now  make,  it  seems  in  the 
main  to  be  the  very  thing  that  our  Commissioners 
proposed  at  New  Rochel,  upon  which  your  Commis- 
sioners   broke   up  the   conference,  which   is  a  warning 
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to  me  against  other  previous  conferences.  But  as  to 
particular  points  of  the  river,  I  must  leave  that  to  Sur- 
veyors who  have  inquired  into  it,  only  I  am  told  that 
Sarahs  point  runs  into  the  river  a  great  way  and  so 
is  by  no  means  a  reasonable  point  from  whence  to 
measure  the  general  distance  of  the  river.  I  cannot 
understand  how  it  can  be  expected  that  I  should  be 
able  to  judge  of  the  particular  branches  of  the  sur- 
veyors' work  and  give  directions  to  them,  when  I  must 
take  all  my  information  about  these  particulars  from 
the  surveyors  themselves,  who  know  the  country. 

It  seems  to  me  that  when  the  Surveyors  have  fixt 
the  end  of  the  East-north-east  line,  twenty  miles  dis- 
tance from  Hudsons  River,  the  very  first  thing  to  be 
done  is,  to  measure  from  thence  in  one  straight  line, 
if  possible,  the  distance  of  the  bounds  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Colony  to  a  point  of  these  bounds  which  shall 
be  likewise  twenty  miles  from  Hudsons  River,  that 
the  breadth  to  be  added  by  way  of  equivalent  for  the 
61440  acres  may  be  known.  When  this  is  done,  which 
cannot  be  denied  to  be  necessary  from  the  Agreement, 
in  the  next  place  the  Commissioners  will,  I  suppose, 
proceed  joyntly  in  what  they  can  agree,  as  to  the 
particular  courses  and  distances,  and  separately  if  they 
cannot  agree.  But  that  is  their  business,  and  as  it  can 
only  be  judged  of  upon  the  spot,  I  am  for  leaving  it 
to  them,  and  I  am  against  giving  them  any  particular 
directions  at  all  in  this  affair. 

Besides,  it  appears  by  your  Act  that  there  can  be 
no  use  of  previous  agreeing  upon  instructions,  because 
they  are  never  declared  final:  for  suppose  now  that  in- 
structions were  given  by  your  Government  and  agreed 
to  by  this  Government,  nothing  hinders  but  that  new 
instructions  may  be  given  in  the  middle  of  the  work, 
which   unless   complied   with   likewise   may   overset   all 
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that  has  been  at  first  agreed.      So  that  upon  so  loose  a 
foundation  no  superstructure  can  possibly  be  firm. 

I  have  the  same  inclinations  with  yourself  to  peace 
and  justice,  and  therefore  am  unwilling  to  give  any 
unnecessary  occasion  to  interrupt  the  one  or  delay  the 
other.     I  am  with  due  regard,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  4iumble  servant, 

W.  BURNET. 

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR    DUMMER    TO    GOVERNOR    TALCOTT. 

Sir:  Doubtless  ere  this  you  have  received  the 
receipt  for  the  money  on  my  Brothers  account,  whom 
I  have  also  acquainted  therewith  that  I  may  receive 
his  directions  concerning  the  same.  You'l  see  by  our 
news  letter*  inclosed  a  paragraph  inserted  by  my  order 
concerning  the  return  of  two  Indians  who  went  out 
on  parole,  which  I  take  for  the  prelude  of  a  Treaty 
that  I  doubt  not  will  come  on  very  soon,  and  I  hope 
produce  a  safe  and  honorable  peace.  I  have  not  heard 
from  the  Commiss'rs  gone  for  Canada  since  the  29th 
past,  the  day  after  their  arrival  at  Albany. 

We  have  no  news  from  Europe  this  winter,  which 
we  generally  used  to  have  by  some  oblique  way,  and 
commonly  before  this  we  used  to  have  the  King's 
Speech.  No  ships  may  be  expected  directly  till  some 
time  in  April. 

I  am  S^, 

Yr  most  ob*  humble  ser* 

WM.  DUMMER. 
Boston  22d  Febru^  1724. 
Gov.  Talcott. 


*  The  Boston  News  Letter,  the  first  newspaper  published  in  North  Amer- 
ica. The  first  number  was  printed  April  29,  1704 ;  and  it  was  continued  until 
the  British  troops  left  Boston  in  \t]6.  — Drake's  History  and  Antiquities  of 
Boston^  ^28. 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO    JEREMY  DUMMER. 

Hartford,  April  i3tli,  1725. 

Sir:  I  hope  you  have  long  before  now  rec'd  one 
letter  from  me  of  November  the  7th  by  Capt.  Orsbon, 
and  one  of  the  28th  *  of  Novem'r,  both  which  had 
relation  to  the  partition  line  between  this  Colony  and 
New  York,  a  third  of  the  nth  of  Novem'r,  all  A.  D. 
1724,  in  the  last  of  which  I  gave  you  a  hint  of 
this  Government  and  Rhoadislands  being  about  to  in- 
deavor  an  agreement  upon  the  line  between  the  said 
Coloneys ;  and  as  I  then  declared  that  I  feared  it  would 
be  to  no  good  effect,  so  it  happened  upon  the  tryal,  as 
you  will  see  by  the  inclosed  Treaty  of  the  Commis- 
sioners from  this  Coloney,  &c,  at  Westerly,  feb.  ult. 
19th   day. 

You'l  see  the  utmost  proposal  they  would  come  to 
was  a  north  line  from  a  place  called  Shaw's  ford  to 
the  Masacusets  line,  and  that  they  will  not  be  con- 
tent with  the  whole  that  they  can  pretend  to  by  their 
Charter,  altho'  our  Comission'rs  offered  them,  rather 
than  to  live  in  contention,  to  run  from  the  pond  which 
is  the  head  of  paucatuk  river  a  north  line  to  the 
Massachusets,  which  I  understand  to  be  the  utmost 
bounds  of  their   Charter  westward. 

And  by  this  you  see  the  truth  of  what  our 
late  Gov'r  wrote  you,  that  the  Gentlemen  of  Rhoad 
island  would  not  willingly  content  themselves  with  the 
bounds  their  own  Charter  gave  them,  if  we  should 
yield  it  them.  I  hope  by  this  his  Majestic  &c.  con- 
cerned for  the  good  of  his  subjects  in  these  american 
plantations,  will  see  that  the  fault  in  this  controversy 
between  Rhoad  island  and  this  Coloney  doth  not  ly  at 
our  door,  when  we  yield,  rather  loose,  a  considerable 
part  of  what  was  given  to  us  by  our  Charter,  than  to 
continue   the  controversy ,' altho'  we  can't  but  think   in 
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point  of  law  and  justice  we  ought  to  hold  to  the 
bounds  of  our  Charter,  even  to  the  Narragansets  bay: 
and  if  we  should  yield  to  the  proposal  of  Rhoad  island 
from  time  to  time,  we  might,  for  aught  I  know,  in  a 
little  time  be  outed  of  all  our  land,  and  cut  off  from 
being  a  Coloney;  which  I  can't  believe  we  should  be 
com'end  for  at  home,  but  condemned  by  every  one, 
for  it  would  cast  reflection  even  upon  our  Gratious 
Soverant  that  granted  it  to  us;  and  we  trust  we  shall 
not  be  blamed  for  holding,  but  rather  fear  we  shall  be 
blamed  for  offering  to  yield  so  much  of  what  was 
granted  us,  only  in  that  the  good  end  proposed  of 
peace  may  excuse  us  in  it. 

The  150  pound  I  wrote  to  you  of  in  my  former, 
I  have  sent  to  the  hon^^®  Wm.  Dummer,  Esqr,  in 
Boston,  long  since,  and  conclude  you  have  acc't  of  it 
from  him.  I  am  ready  to  think  the  Gentlemen  Com- 
mission" for  the  Government  of  New  York  and  ours 
will  meet  on  the  third  Tuesday  of  April  instant,  but 
doubt  they  will  not  agree  in  their  sentiments  about 
running  the  partition  line  between  these  Governments, 
and  that  they'l  run  it  by  themselves,  far  wide  of  what 
we  suppose  is  right  and  just,  and  much  wide  of  the 
agreements.  I  fear  it  will  expose  us  to  ^rther  charge 
and  contention  with  them,  which  we  don't  delight  in, 
and  hope  shall  not  further  pursue,  except  we  appre- 
hend ourselves  very  much  wronged.  But  if  we  are 
forct  to  it,  we  must  trouble  you  in  the  management 
of  that  and  all  other  our  concerns  before  the  King 
and  Courts  at  home,  assuring  ourselves  that  (as  you 
have  been)  so  you  will  still  continue  to  serve,  us  with 
all  faithfulness  to  the  utmost  of  your  power,  which 
does  so  very  much  oblige,  S^ 

Your  very  humble  and  Obedient  serv't, 

J.   TALCOTT. 


50  TALCOTT   PAPERS. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  JEREMY  DUMMER. 

April  2oth  1725. 
Sir:    Since    my   last    of   April    i3tli,   having   lately 
had   some   conference   with   one   of   our   Commissioners 
that  lately  met  with   the   Commis"   of   Rhode   Island,* 
which   occasions   me   to   add   these   few   lines. 


*  A  controversy  was  carried  on  for  many  years  respecting  this 
boundary  line.  Massachusetts,  Rhode  Island,  and  Connecticut  all  con- 
tended for  the  territory  through  which  the  eastern  line  of  Connecticut 
now  runs.  Massachusetts  demanded  a  share  in  the  division,  on  the  ground 
that  she  had  rendered  material  assistance  in  the  extermination  of  the 
Pequots.  The  Charter  of  Connecticut  in  1662  gave  that  colony  the  land 
up  to  Narragansett  Bay ;  and  the  Rhode  Island  charter  granted  fifteen 
months  later,  covering  the  same  territory,  complicated  matters  still  further. 
Winthrop  and  Clark,  the  agents  of  the  two  colonies,  had  made  an  agreement 
that  the  Pawcatuck  River  should  be  the  boundary,  but  this  compromise  was 
repudiated  by  the  colony  of  Connecticut.  Commissioners  were  appointed  by 
both  colonies  at  different  times  from  1664  to  1687,  to  run  the  boundary  line, 
but  no  agreement  was  reached,  and  Sir  Edmund  Andros  confirmed  Rhode 
Island's  right  of  jurisdiction  over  the  disputed  territory.  This  she  held  to 
in  spite  of  a  decision  of  the  English  attorney-general  in  favor  of  Connecticut. 
In  1699  the  matter  was  again  taken  up  by  the  home  government ;  and  in  the 
fear  that  their  chartered  rights  might  be  withdrawn,  the  colonies  determined 
themselves  to  agree  upon  the  boundary  line  in  1702.  In  spite  of  this  deter- 
mination, the  line  was  not  run,  and  further  obstacles  were  interposed.  Ac- 
cording to  the  terms  of  the  Rhode  Island  charter,  by  which  Connecticut  now 
seemed  willing  to  abide,  Rhode  Island  was  declared  bounded  by  the  middle 
channel  of  the  Pawcatuck  River,  and  so  in  a  line  due  north  to  Massachusetts. 
If  the  Pawcatuck  River  be  followed  up  to  its  source,  as  still  given  on  Rhode 
Island  maps,  that  point  will  be  found  in  a  pond  just  east  of  where  the  swamp 
fight  took  place,  near  Kingston.  The  allowance  of  such  a  claim  would  have 
left  but  a  narrow  jjtrip  of  territory  to  Rhode  Island  on  the  west  of  Narragan- 
sett Bay.  In  1723,  the  Board  of  Trade,  after  hearing  all  the  testimony, 
reported  that  Rhode  Island  was  morally  if  not  legally  right,  and  suggested 
that  both  charters  be  taken  away,  and  the  colonies  be  annexed  to  New 
Hampshire.  This  proposition  no  doubt  scared  Connecticut  into  a  willing- 
ness to  obey  whatever  decision  should  emanate  from  the  King  in  regard  to 
this  matter.  Commissioners  appointed  in  1724-26  accomplished  nothing. 
Jan.  25,  1726,  the  Board  of  Trade  recommended  to  the  Privy  Council  that  the 
line  be  run  as  agreed  in  1703:  "That  the  middle  channel  of  the  Pawquatuck 
River,  alias  Narragansett  River,  as  it  extendeth  from  salt  river  upwards  till 
it  comes  to  the  mouth  of  Ashaway  River,  where  it  falls  into  the  said  Pawqua- 
tuck River,  and  from  thence  to  run  a  straight  line  till  it  meet  with  the  south 
west  bounds  or  comer  of  Warwick  Grant  purchase,  and  then  in  a  due  north 
line  till  it  meet  with  the  south  line  of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay." 
Feb.  8,  1727,  the  line  was  so  settled.  This  line  had  been  run  ex  parte  by 
Rhode  Island,  and  now  remains  a  boundary  for  farms  in  portions  of  that 
State,  under  the  name  of  the  Dexter  and  Hopkins  line.  After  sixty-five  years 
of  quarreUng  the  line  was  finally  settled,  Sept.  27,  1^2^.  — Bozven's  Boundary 
Disputes  of  Connecticut,  S^-49-    Johnston's  Connecticut,  2og-2i^. 
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Said  Commissioner  tells  me  that  the  Commis" 
of  that  Government  insisted  on  their  having  Naantik, 
that  lyeth  between  New  London  and  Lime,  and  is 
about  eight  miles  eastward  from  Connecticut  River, 
to  be  in  their  Charter  bounds;  which  pretence  of 
theirs  is  very  strange  and  groundless,  and  here,  where 
the  country  is  well  known,  there  needs  little  to  be 
said  to  detect  so  palpable  an  errour:  but  for  fear  they 
should  with  you  make  a  noise  about  their  Naantik 
mentioned  in  their  Patent,  I  shall  inform  you  that 
the  Naraganset  country  doth  not  (in  the  common 
account)  go  so  far  westward  as  Pawcatuck  River,  but 
part  of  the  Pequot  country  was  on  the  east  side  of 
said  River:  and  in  that  part  there  is  a  place  called 
Naantick,  which  Mr.  Agent  Clark  gets  entered  in  the 
bounds  of  R'd  Island  Charter,  thereby  to  prevent 
disputes ;  because  the  bounds  of  Naraganset  as  above 
did  not  reach  to  said  River,  and  indeed  the  word  or 
name  Naantick,  or  Nahanticook,  in  the  Indian  tongue 
signifieth  a  range  or  row  of  trees  leading  down  into 
the  water,  and  because  there  is  such  a  place,  and 
so  called  by  the  same  name,  being  the  westward 
bounds  of  Newlondon,  the  R'd  Islanders  would  take 
benefit  thereby,  altho'  it  be  about  twenty  four  miles 
westward  of  Pawcatuck  River.  And  to  the  many  evi- 
dences that  our  Late  Excellent  Gov'  sent  you  to  prove 
that  the  river  that  comes  from  the  pond  is  the  river 
intended  in  R'd  Island  Charter  for  their  west  bounds, 
I  hope  I  shall  in  a  little  time  (if  possible)  send  you 
certain  copies  of  Records,  from  the  Records  of  Rh 
Island  government,  wherein  they  have  recorded  their 
own  lands,  by  that  River  by  the  name  of  Pawcatuck 
River.  And  if  upon  the  dispute  of  the  matter  the 
Rh  Island  Agent  should  insist  upon  the  agreement 
made  in  England,  between  the  Agents,  it  is  very  easy 
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to  observe  to  them  that  the  line  mentioned  in  the 
agreement  and  their  agreement  is  not  exactly  the 
same,  and  therefore  very  [unfair?]  for  them  to  mention 
the  agreement  without  they  had  kept  strictly  to  it. 
And  further  you  may  observe  in  the  last  page  of  their 
Charter  it  is  said  that  Pawcatuk  having  been  yielded 
after  much  debate,  for  their  fixed  and  certain  bounds, 
between  these  our  said  Colonies,  by  the  agents  thereof, 
&c.  which  must  intend  from  the  mouth  to  the  head,  in 
terms  it's  plain,  and  in  matter  most  certain.  Especi- 
ally in  that  clause,  to  the  head  thereof,  which  certainly 
Rh  Island  is  so  loath  to  be  held  to,  the  difference 
between  the  Patent  and  the  Agreement  is,  the  Agree- 
ment states  the  bounds  of  Rh  Island  east  upon  this 
Coloney,  by  the  River  Pawcatuk  and  no  further,  and 
then  by  that  Rh  Island  can  go  no  further  north, 
but  our  Patent  took  it  in  up  to  the  Massachusets,  and 
so  to  the  Narraganset  River,  &c,  but  their  Patent 
saith,  from  the  head  thereof,  a  north  line  to  the 
Massachusets. 

Another  thing:  if  any  discourse  should  happen  to 
be  rais'd  by  them,  to  put  forward  about  Naantick : 
it  lyeth  about  8  miles  west  of  Newlondon,  about 
7  miles  east  of  Connecticut  River,  (which  I  can 
hardly  think  they  will  have  the  confidence  to  do,)  but 
however,  to  prevent  such  a  stroke,  if  it  should  come ; 
see  the  agreement  (as  it's  called)  of  the  Agents,  which 
they  make  so  much  of,  and  in  the  second  article  of 
the  agreement  you'l  find  its  said,  that  if  any  part 
of  that  purchase  of  Quenabaug  doth  ly  along  upon 
the  east  side  of  the  River  that  goeth  down  by  New 
London,  within  six  miles  of  said  River,  that  then  it 
shall  wholly  belong  to  Connecticut  Coloney,  as  well  as 
the  rest  that  lyeth  on  the  western  side  of  the  foresaid 
River.      I    only   hint    of    the    material    parts    of    their 
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Charter,  and  the  agreement  that  at  present  comes  to 
my  mind  suiting  to  the  case,  and  leave  the  argu- 
mentative part  to  your  self.  And  so  much  hath  been 
formerly  said  respecting  Paugatuck  and  so  many  evi- 
dences,  that  I  shall  not  add  at  present,  but  am.  Sir, 
with  true  Regards, 

Your  very  hum^^  Serv*, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

P.  S.  I  think  there  will  be  no  need  of  exposing 
the  foregoing,  except  they  start  the  notion  of  Naantik: 
however,  you'l  use  your  best   discretion  in  the  matter. 


BISHOP  GIBSON  OF  LONDON  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

FuLHAM,  Jun.  3d,  1725. 

Honour  d  S^:  Some  time  after  my  translation  to 
the  Bishoprick  of  London,*  and  before  I  was  acquainted 
with  the  state  of  the  several  governments  or  the  plan- 
tations, I  sent  over  some  queries  to  be  answer'd  by 
the  clergy,  and  with  them  a  Letter  to  each  Governour 
to  recommend  the  clergy  under  his  government  to  their 
favour  and  protection.  At  that  time,  I  consider'd  all 
New  England  as  one  government,  and  accordingly 
sent  a  copy  of  that  letter  to  Boston  only:  but  since  I 
am  undeceived  as  to  that  fact,  I  intreat  you  to  pardon 
the  omission,  and  to  accept  the  inclos'd,  tho'  it  come 
much   out  of   time. 

There  is  one  particular  in  which  I  desire  your 
favour  and  indulgence  to  the  members  of  the  Church 
of  England,  as  far  as  justice  and  the  laws  of  the 
country  will  permit;  and  that  is,  that  they  may  not 
be   constrain'd  to   contribute  to  the  Independent  minis- 


*  By  the  royal  authority,  the  Colonies  in  America  were  annexed  to  the 
diocese  of  London. 
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ters;  especially  if  they  have  not  stipulated  for  such 
contribution  at  the  coming  of  such  ministers,  and  that 
they  who  have  so  stipulated  may  be  no  longer  obliged 
to  continue  the  contribution  than  the  minister  with 
whom  they  stipulated  continues  in  the  place.  If  I  ask 
anything  inconsistent  with  the  laws  of  the  country,  I 
beg  pardon :  but  if  not,  I  hope  my  request  for  favour 
to  the  Church  of  England  in  this  particular  will  not 
appear  unreasonable. 

I  commend  you  and  your  administration  to  the 
direction   and   blessing   of    God,   and   remain, 

8%  Your  faithful  fr^  and  serv*, 

EDM'  LONDON. 

[The  paper  inclosed  with  the  foregoing.] 

Honour  d  S^:  The  favour  which  I  have  lately 
receiv'd  from  his  Majesty,  of  being  translated  to  the 
See  of  London,  oblige  me  to  have  a  particular  concern 
for  the  churches  in  the  British  Plantations,  as  they 
also  are  entrusted  by  royal  authority  to  the  care  of 
this  see.  And  as  his  Majesty  hath  been  pleas'd  to 
commit  to   you  the   chief   government   of  ,  I 

cannot  do  a  greater  service  to  the  churches  and  clergy 
there,  than  to  recommend  them  to  your  favour  and 
protection;  which  I  do  in  the  most  earnest  and  affec- 
tionate manner. 

The  churches  being  yet  in  their  infancy,  it  is 
reasonable  to  suppose  that  some  of  them  may  not  be 
endow'd  with  a  competent  maintenance  for  an  able 
minister,  and  that  in  others  there  may  be  difficulties 
upon  the  incumbent  in  managing  the  revenue  to  the 
best  advantage ;  and  I  am  inform'd,  that  in  many 
parishes  of  the  plantations  there  are  no  churches  at 
all.  For  the  redress  of  which  inconveniences,  and  of 
any  other  that  the   clergy  may  labour  under,  and   that 
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may  in  any  wise  obstruct  the  progress  of  religion,  I  ear- 
nestly desire  you  to  employ  that  authority  and  that  influ- 
ence over  the  people  to  which  you  are  so  justly  entitl'd. 
I  hope  the  clergy  are  diligent  in  their  endeavours 
to  restrain  vice  and  immorality  of  all  kinds,  both 
by  publick  preaching  and  private  exhortation;  and  I 
promise  myself  that  they  will  have  all  the  assistance 
in  that  pious  work  which  the  civil  power  can  give 
them,  while  it  continues  in  so  good  hands.  I  hope 
.also,  that  they  on  their  parts  will  not  fail  to  deserve 
your  protection  and  encouragement,  as  well  by  all 
proper  expressions  of  duty  to  the  King  and  of  honour 
and  respect  to  yourself,  as  by  employing  the  influence 
they  have  in  their  several  stations,  to  the  rendring 
your  administration  easy  and  successful.  And  if  any 
shall  be  found  to  behave  themselves  otherwise,  and  by 
such  behaviour  to  make  an  unsuitable  return  for  the 
favour  and  protection  they  receive,  as  I  hope  there 
will  not,  I  shall  be  ready  to  do  what  is  incumbent 
upon  me,  in  justice  as  well  as  gratitude,  to  discourage 
and  restrain  such  unworthy  practices,  and  to  contribute 
whatever  is  in  my  power  to  the  peace  and  honour  of 
your  government;  being  with  great  esteem  and  respect, 
Sr.  Your  faithful   friend  and  servant. 

GOVERNOR    TALCOTT    TO    JEREMY    DUMMER. 

Hartford,  June  nth  1725. 

Sir:  I  have  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  12th  of 
March  last  past,  which  came  to  my  hand  the  day  our 
Assembly    in   May  ult.  was  dismist. 

And  as  to  the  controversy  between  this  Colony 
and  New  York,  about  the  boundaries,  I  hope  they  are 
fully  agreed  and  concluded,  as  I  wrote  you  in  a  letter 
in  April  last,  which  I  hope  is  come  to  your  hand 
before   this.     It   went  by   Capt.    L[ethered?]. 
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I  could  be  glad  by  your  next  to  know  wherein 
their  Lordships  determined  in  favor  of  Rhode  Island, 
how  far  that  may  be,  whether  east  of  their  Charter 
bounds,  and  if  so,  how  far  beyond  their  Charter:  for 
I  must  now  inform  you  that  altho'  we  were  first  in 
October  last  in  the  motion  to  Rhode  Island,  and  have 
had  no  success  in  the  treaty  with  their  Commissioners, 
which  treaty  I  have  also  sent  you  in  May  last,  yet  to 
show  a  willing  mind  for  peace,  and  our  readiness  to 
accommodate  the  long  difference  between  this  Govern- 
ment and  Rhode  Island,  our  Assembly  in  May  last 
have  passed  an  Act  that  we  again  move  to  Rhode 
Island  Government  to  meet  by  Commissioners,  and 
see  if  it  be  not  yet  possible  to  settle  the  boundaries 
between  us  and  them  without  further  troubling  their 
Lordships  at  home.  And  what  encouragement  Rhode 
Island  may  have  from  their  Agents  or  any  others,  that 
prevents  their  agreeing  to  make  the  settlement  accord- 
ing to  their  Charter  bounds,  I  can't  tell;  and  if  you 
know  that  its  likely  they  will  obtain  further  west  upon 
us  than  that,  I  should  be  glad  to  be  informed  of  it ; 
for  our  manner  of  treating  by  Commissioners  is  a  con- 
siderable charge,  and  I  must  conclude  in  very  faithful- 
ness to  us  you  have  advised  us  to  make  up  that  matter 
by  agreeing  of  it  amongst  our  selves,  which  if  not 
attended,  I  hope  shall  not  be  my  fault,  if  it  may  be 
obtained  upon  any  reasonable  terms,  and  (as  you  say) 
I  know  you  don't  need  any  further  instructions  on  that 
head,  &c. 

I  have  been  with  the  Rev^  Mr.  Woodbridge"^  to 
see  your  letter  respecting  the  money  proposed  to  be 
sent  by  the   Corporation    for    Propagating    the    Gospel 


*  Rev.  Timothy  Woodbridge,  pastor  of  the  First  Church,  Hartford,  1685- 
1732. 
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amongst  the  Heathen,^  &c.  Should  now  have  wrote 
to  the  Hon^^«  Robert  Ashurst,  Esq^,  Gov'r  of  that 
Corporation    on    that   subject,   but    thought    it    needful 

*  The  "Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  New  England  and 
the  Parts  adjacent  in  America,"  was  established  by  an  ordinance  of  the  Long 
Pariiament,  July  27,  1649,  with  power  to  receive  and  apply  moneys  for  the 
purposes  therein  set  forth.  After  the  Restoration  the  corporation  was  dis- 
solved, but  it  was  revived  by  Charles  II.,  and  a  new  charter  granted  Feb.  7, 
1661-2.  The  new  company  consisted  of  both  Anglicans  and  non-Anglicans, 
and  included  several  of  the  survivors  of  the  earlier  membership.  Lands 
were  purchased  to  the  value  of  ;£'5oo  or  ;^6oo  a  year,  the  proceeds  being 
used  by  the  Corporation  to  support  John  Eliot  and  Hugh  Peters.  Eliot's 
Bible  was  printed  by  this  society  in  1663.  Neal,  in  his  History  of  New  Eng- 
land, I.  278,  says  that  "They  erect  Schools  in  proper  Places,  and  furnish  the 
Children  with  Catechisms,  Primers,  Psalters,  Books  of  Devotion  in  the  Indian 
Language,  and  with  Pens,  Ink,  Paper,  and  sometimes  with  Cloaths.  Some 
of  the  Missionaries  are  able  to  preach  in  the  Indian  Language,  but  the  rest 
do  it  by  an  Interpreter.  For  the  better  carrying  on  of  their  good  Work  the 
Society  have  chosen  Commissioners,  residing  in  New  England,  to  meet  from 
time  to  time,  to  make  Report  of  the  State  of  the  Indian  Affairs,  and  to  dis- 
tribute their  Charity  to  the  best  Advantage."  Then  he  gives  the  names  of 
the  Commissioners,  headed  by  Samuel  Shute,  Esq.,  Governor  of  New  Eng- 
land. Among  them  are  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq.,  and  Adam  Winthrop,  Esq. 
The  Churches  in  Boston  sometimes  made  collections  for  the  purpose  of  aid- 
ing this  Society.  The  Hon.  Robert  Boyle  was  appointed  the  first  governor, 
and  continued  in  that  office  until  his  death,  Dec.  30,  1691.  In  his  will  he 
bequeathed  ;^ioo,  to  be  set  aside  and  employed  as  stock  for  the  relief  of  poor 
Indian  converts.  He  was  followed  by  Major  Robert  Thompson,  who  held 
the  position  until  1694.  Sir  William  Ashurst  succeeded  him  and  was  gov- 
ernor imtil  1719;  then  apparently  came  Robert  Ashurst.  At  a  later  date  the 
Society  maintained  from  twelve  to  sixteen  missionaries  —  English  and  Indian 
—  on  salaries  of  from  ;^io  to  ;^3o,  erected  schools,  and  supplied  them  with 
books.  The  religious  instruction  of  the  Mohe^an  Indians  was  cared  for  by 
this  Society,  as  will  be  seen  in  allusions  in  letters  of  later  date  in  this  cor- 
respondence. The  membership  of  the  Society  in  England,  and  its  represent- 
atives in  Massachusetts  in  the  eighteenth  century,  included  many  eminent 
men.  For  a  few  years  after  1775,  when  the  War  of  the  Revolution  broke 
out,  no  missionary  work  was  done  by  the  Society,  and  the  funds  were 
allowed  to  accumulate.  After  the  recognition  by  Great  Britain  of  the  inde- 
pendence of  the  United  States,  it  transferred  its  work  to  New  Brunswick, 
its  chartered  field  of  operations  including  not  only  New  England,  but  "the 
parts  adjacent  in  America."  It  is  now  known  as  the  New  England  Com- 
pany, and  is  carrying  on  missionary  work  on  the  north  shore  of  Lake  Erie, 
near  the  Sault  St.  Marie,  and  in  British  Columbia.  The  work-  of  evangeliza- 
tion in  New  England  was  taken  up  and  continued  by  the  Society  for  Pro- 
pagating the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  and  Others  in  America,  incorporated 
by  the  State  of  Massachusetts  in  t-i^-j.— History  of  the  Church  of  England 
in  the  Colonies,  J.  S.  M.  Anderson,  11.  jgo  et  seq.  ^  Hawkins'  Church  Missions 
in  America,  10.  Life  of  Robert  Boyle.  N.  E.  Hist.-Gen.  Register,  XX XVI. 
1S7-161,  371-6 ;  XXXIX.  182,  300-1. 
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first  to  get  as  particular  account  of  the  number  of 
Indians  in  this  Colony,  and  in  each  particular  planta- 
tion as  I  could,  and  that  I  shall  make  my  first  business 
now  after  the  rising  of  the  Assembly,  if  the  war,  or 
some   other  inevitable    providence   don't  prevent. 

As  to  the  notion  about  our  Colleg's  being  intended 
for  a  nursery  of  the  church  principles,  I  don't  greatly 
wonder  at,  when  I  consider  that  Mr.  Cutler  the  Rector 
of  the  College,  who  for  so  long  a  time  under  a  dis- 
guise of  being  a  Presbyterian  was  improved  as  Rector 
in  that  College,  and  then  went  immediately  with  2 
or  3  brought  up  under  his  conduct  to  the  Bishop 
for  Commissions,  and  not  only  so,  but  also  held 
that  the  administration  of  the  Seals,  both  of  Baptism 
and  the  Lord's  Supper,  being  administered  by  the 
Presbytery  is  of  no  validity,  I  suppose  a  principle  con- 
demned by  all  except  the  Non-jurors,  or  High  Church ; 
I  say  this  might  be  a  sufficient  cause  for  the  rise  and 
life  of  such  a  notion:  yet  I  should  think  that  upon 
its  appearing  that  Mr.  Cutler  was  displaced  from  his 
Rectorship  in  our  College,  upon  the  very  first  appear- 
ance or  knowledge  of  his  being  of  the  Church  princi- 
ples, it  may  and  must  convince  every  man  that  hath  the 
knowledge  of  it,  that. our  College  was  not  set  up,  nor  is 
not  intended  to  uphold  the  Church  principles,  but  the 
Church  here  by  law  established,  altho'  we  would  think 
and  speak  of  the  Church  with  greatest  veneration,  and 
of  the  bishops  that  have  been  and  still  are  famous  for 
piety,  and  truly  renowned  in  the  Churches,  &c. 

The  100  £  ordered  to  you  in  October  last,  as  I 
formerly  wrote  you  word,  and  you  supposed  had  been 
kept  back  upon  our  agreement  with  Rhode  Island, 
was  sent  the  last  winter  to  your  Bro'r.  Wm.  Dummer, 
Esq'r.  which  I  conclude  you  have  acc't  of  from  him; 
and  the  100  £  granted  for  your  salary  at  the  last 
Assembly    I    now    send,    and    if  it    should    have  been 
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done  at  October  last,  that  can't  now  be  helped.  I 
communicated  your  letter  to  the  Assembly,  but  they 
finding  that  you  had  150  £  sent  in  November  last,  for 
the  management  of  the  point  with  Rhode  Island,  and 
that  there  hath  been  no  occasion  for  it,  and  we  hope 
never  will,  on  that  head,  and  now  having  ordered  your 
salary  of  100  ii"  they  seemed  not  forward  just  then 
at  their  rising,  to  take  into  their  consideration  the 
advancement  of  your  salary.  But  in  October  next,  if 
Providence  favor  my  being  at  the  Assembly,  I  shall 
desire  them  to  look  into  that  affair,  and  I  would  hope 
they'l  be  just  and  honourable  to  you  and  themselves, 
at  least  so  far  as  to  order  the  payments  to  you  so  soon 
as  ever  they  become  due,  and  I  hope  to  advance  the 
same  except  we  bring  our  bills  into  better  credit. 

If  opportunity  presents,  give  my  sincere  regards 
to  the  Hon^^^  Robert  Ashhurst,  Esq"",  and  I  heartily 
wish  they  may  be  made  great  blessings  to  this  Govern- 
ment in  their  endeavors  to  propagate  the  Gospel 
amongst  the  heathen  here,  and  that  their  endeavors 
therein  may  be  crowned  with  success,  and  the  blessing 
thereof  may  redound  to  them  and  their  posterity  to 
many  generations,  and    am.   Sir, 

Your    very  humble  serv^ 

J.  TALCOTT. 

Hartford,  June  20,  1725. 
Jeremia  Dummer,  Esq'. 

SECRETARY    WILLARD*   OF    MASSACHUSETTS  TO 
governor  TALCOTT. 

Sir:  I  must  pray  the  favour  of  your  Honour  to 
administer  to  the  Master  therein  mention'd  the  en- 
closed  Oath,  taking  his  subscription  thereto,  and  then 

*Josiah  Willard,  born  in  Boston  June  21,  1681,  son  of  Samuel  Willard; 
Harvard  College,  1698 ;  for  many  years  Secretary  of  the  Province  of  Mass- 
achusetts Bay, -Judge  of  Probate, -and  one  of  the  Executive  Council  for 
Suffolk.  —  Willard  Memoir,  j6g. 
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please  to  sign  the  Certificate  of  the  Caption  under- 
neath, and  the  endorsem't  on  the  Pass  of  the  time  of 
the  delivery  in  words  at  length ;  after  which  please  to 
deliver  the  Pass  to  the  Master,  (who  must  satisfy  you 
for  your  trouble)  and  send  back  the  Oath  to  me. 
I  am,  with  great  Respect, 

Your  Honour's  very  humble  Serv*, 

J.   WILLARD. 
Boston,  July  6,  1725. 

[Indorsed]      Mr.   Secretary  Willard's    Letter,   to   sign  a 
Mediterranian  pass. 

JEREMY  DUMMER  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Sr :  I  have  the  honour  of  yours  of  the  20th  of 
June,  which  having  receiv'd  but  this  morning,  and 
the  ships  being  just  on  their  departure,  I  must  defer 
answ'ring  it  till  another  opportunity.  I  would  now 
only  pray  that  you'l  please  to  hasten  your  account  of 
the  state  of  the  Indians  in  the  neighbourhood  of  your 
Colony,  because  Governour  Ashhurst  is  in  a  very  bad 
way  of  health,  and  if  he  should  dye  before  this  affair 
is  settled,  it  may  be  hard  to  get  it  done  afterwards.  I 
present  you  with  three  news  papers  in  which  you  have 
a  noble  remonstrance  to  the  King  of  France  from  the 
States  of  Britany,  which  discovers  such  a  brave  spirit 
of  liberty,  as  makes  it  evident  the  Parliaments  of 
France  would  soon  retrieve  their  ancient  lustre  and. 
dignity,  if  it  were  not  for  one  invincible  objection ;  I 
mean  that  of  an  army  of  a  100,000  men  kept  in  con- 
stant full  pay  by  the  French  Court. 

I  am  Sr 

Your  most  Obed'   Ser*, 

JER:   DUMMER. 

Middle  Temple,  29th  Sept^   1725. 
Govern""  Talcott. 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  JEREMY  DUMMER. 
Sir:  I  have  your  favour  of  the  25th  of  July,  1725, 
and  am  much  obliged  for  the  two  books  you  sent! 
which  are  very  acceptable  and  agreeable.  I  rec'd  a 
letter  from  you  of  the  13th  of  April  ult.,  with  a  hint 
in  it  respecting  the  intention  of  the  Corporation  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  in  America,  and  according  to 
your  direction  therein  I  went  to  Mr.  Woodbridge,  to 
whom  you  wrote  more  largely.  In  his  letter  I  found 
the  passage  you  speak  of  in  your  last  to  me.  I  have 
since  sent  you  an  answer  to  that,  with  the  reason  why 
I  did  not  then  send  a  letter  to  the  Hon'ble  Gov'r  of 
the  Corporation:  which  was,  because  I  had  not  then 
taken  an  account  of  the  number  of  the  Indians,  which 
I  have  since  done,  and  also  of  the  situation  of  the 
biggest  tribes  of  them  that  live  in  this  Colony;  and 
having  heard  of  my  name's  being  in  the  Commission, 
have  sent  to  Boston,  to  Adam  Winthrop,  Esq,  who 
hath  sent  me  an  abstract  of  the  essential  parts  of  the 
Commission,  and  I  have  also  sent  him,  as  he  desired 
me,  the  number  of  our  Indians,  &c. 

And  I  find  by  this  Commission  that  there  must  be 
three  agreeing  in  all  matters  respecting  the  Indians; 
whereupon  I  have  moved  to  the  Hon'ble  Gov'r  Ash- 
urst,  whether  upon  consideration  of  our  Indians  being 
so  remote  from  the  Indians  in  the  Massachusets,  and 
being  of  different  language,  and  the  distance  between 
this  Colony  and  Boston,  it  may  not  be  proper  to  have 
three  persons  in  this  Colony  appointed  Commissioners, 
that  so  they  may  act  in  that  affair  without  the  trouble 
and  delay  of  sending  to  Boston,  which  I  desire  you 
would  back  with  what  argument  you  may  think  proper. 
Your  advice  of  agreeing  with  Rhode  Island  we 
readily  embraced  at  the  first,  and  I  should  be  very 
much   rejoiced   could   we   come   to   an   agreement   with 
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them ;  but  must  now  tell  you  we  have  lately  moved  to 
them  again  for  a  further  conference  by  Commissioners 
on  that  affair,  but  they  seem  wholly  to  decline  it,  and 
say  they'l  move  their  Agent  to  press  for  a  decision  of 
that  matter  at  home. 

And  you  say,  tho'  we  prove  the  pond  to  be  the 
head  of  Pawcatuk,  and  all  things  else  on  that  head, 
yet,  what  shall  we  do  with  the  agreement  made  at 
Stoningtown,  you  know  our  Commissioners  were  im- 
powered  fully  by  our  General  Assembly  to  meet  and 
agree  with  Commissioners  from  Rhode  Island,  if  alike 
impowered  as  ours  were :  but  the  Commissioners  from 
Rhode  Island  that  met  ours  at  Stoningtown  at  that 
time  were  not  impowered  by  their  Assembly:  but 
after  the  agreement  was  returned  to  Rhode  Island, 
their  Assembly,  liking  what  was  done,  came  into  it ; 
and  had  they  not  liked  it,  would  doubtless  have 
rejected  it,  and  never  have  been  bound  by  it,  and 
I  am  humbly  of  opinion,  (w^ith  submission  to  better 
judgments)  that  in  an  agreement  between  two  parties, 
if  the  one  cannot  be  bound  by  it,  the  other  shall  not ; 
and  w^hy  then  should  we  be  compelled  to  abide  by 
such  an  agreement ;  and  (indeed)  if  one  party  hath 
over  reached  another,  both  being  fully  impowered  to 
act,  and  so  in  point  of  law  both  bound,  it  is  not  manly 
to  hold  the  agreement  against  the  party  overreached, 
but  a  hardship:  and  much  more  in  the  other  case, 
where  but  one  party  only  had  power  in  him  at  the 
time  when  the  deed  was  made  or  done ;  but  I  think 
it  is  very  manifest  that  both  by  the  agreement  made 
between  the  Agents  (so  called)  of  this  Colony  and 
Rhode  Island,  in  England,  and  the  latter  at  Stoning- 
town, our  Gentlemen  have  been  greatly  overreached 
therein ;  and  if  the  advantage  be  taken  against  us,  and 
this    Colony   be    obliged   to    abide    by    it,    we    shall   be 
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greatly  cut  short  on   every  side,  of  what  in  justice  is 

our  due.      But  however,  we  leave  that  matter  to  your 

management,  who  know  all  that  can  be  said  about  it, 

and  hope  for  a  good  issue,  and  are.  Sir, 

Your  very  much  obliged  humble  Servt, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Septem'r  30*^  1725. 

To  the  Hon'^i^  Jeremia  Dumer,  Esq'r. 

JEREMY   DUMMER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Sir:  To  your  last  letter  of  the  20th  of  June  I 
made  a  hasty  answer,  having,  as  I  remember,  but  that 
day  receiv'd  it,  and  the  ship  was  just  on  its  depart- 
ure. I  have  now  had  a  little  time  to  consider  it,  and 
shall  therefore  answer  you  more  particularly.  Governor 
Ashhurst  is  at  his  country  seat,  where  he  has  been 
very  ill  with  the  stone  and  gravel.  As  soon  as  he 
comes  to  Town,  I  shall  make  the  compliments  to  him 
that  you  desire.  He  is  earnestly  bent  upon  doing  what 
I  writ  you,  and  it  will  certainly  will  be  a  great  service 
to  your  Colony,  in  respect  to  the  yearly  remittance.  Be- 
sides, there's  another  material  thing  in  it.  That  if  the 
members  of  this  Corporation,  who  are  all  very  wealthy 
men,  and  most  of  them  batchellours,  (being  chosen  on 
purpose  for  their  having  no  domestick  obligations) 
should  come  into  an  acquaintance  with  your  Colony, 
they  may  bestow  some  ^handsome  gratuities  upon  it, 
either  in  their  life  time,  or  at  their  death.  I  am  sure 
nothing  shall  be  wanting  in  me  to  promote  it,  and  I 
am'  not  without  hopes   of  success. 

As  to  the  controversy  between  you  and  Rhode 
Island  about  the  Boundaries.  The  Lords,  before  whom 
the  cause  was  heard,  were  of  opinion  that  Connecti- 
cut had  the  rigour  of  the  Law  on  their  side  in  respect 
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to  their  prior  Patent,  which  has  not  been  vacated  by 
any  process  at  Law,  but  declar'd  at  the  same  time  that 
the  Equity  was  on  the  side  of  Rhode  Island,  both  in 
regard  to  the  settlements  made  between  the  two 
Agents  at  London,  and  the  subsequent  agreement 
between  the  Commissioners  at  Stoning  Town.  For  this 
reason  I  could  wish  the  difference  could  be  amicably 
accommodated  among  yourselves.  But  if  that  can't 
be,  I  will  spare  no  money  or  pains  to  get  a  decision 
in  your  favour. 

I  am  glad  the  controversy  about  the  Massachusetts 
Charter  is  finish't  in  an  explanatory  one,  but  if  the 
General  Court  should  not  accept  it,  the  matter  must 
yet  be  brought  into  Parliament,  and  what  the  conse- 
quence of  that  may  be,  both  to  themselves  and  neigh- 
bours,  no   one   can  tell. 

As    to    what    concerns  my   salary,    I   am    no   ways 

uneasy,    not     doubting    but    your    Court    will    do    me 

justice.     It  may  be   the   difference  in  the  value  of  the 

bills  may  n't  be  great  to  those  who  live   on   the   spot, 

and  make   use  of  them  there,  but  it  is  half  in  half  to 

us   of  this   side   of  the   water.     For   a   hundred  pounds 

of  your  money  produces  but  just  the   moiety  of  what 

it   did   when   my   salary  was   first  settled. 

I    am  with  great  respect,   Sir, 

Your  most   Obed't  Serv't, 

JER:  DUMMER. 
LOND"    1 2th   Oct'r,    1725. 

To  The   Hon^i^   Gov'r  Talcot. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  THE  BISHOP  OF  LONDON. 

Right  Reverend  Sir:  I  have  the  honour  of  your 
Lordship's  letter  of  last  June  3d,  with  the  copy  of  the 
former  sent  to  Boston.  I  readily  embrace  the  oppor- 
tunity to  let  your  Lordship    know    the    true    state    of 
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the    Churcli  in  this  his   Majesties  Government  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut. 

There  is  but  one  Church  of  England  Minister^  in 
this  Colony,  and  the  Church  with  him  have  the  same 
protection  as  the  rest  of  our  Churches,  and  are  under 
no  constraint  to  contribute  to  the  support  of  any  other 
minister.  There  are  some  few  persons  in  another  town 
or  two,  that  have  stipulated  with  the  present  ministers 
now  living  in  said  towns  (which  persons  can  not  be  much 
recommended  for  -  their  zeal  for  religion  or  morality) 
tho'  cannot  well  be  judged  to  act  from  any  other  motive 
than  to  appear  singular,  or  to  be  freed  from  a  small 
tax,  have  declared  themselves  to  be  of  the  Church  of 
England,  and  some  of  them  that  live  thirty  or  forty 
miles  from  where  the  Church  of  England  minister 
lives.  These  have  made  some  objection  against  their 
customary  contribution  to  their  proper  minister,  under 
whose  administration  they  have  equal  privileges  with 
their  neighbours. 

The  law  of  this  Colony  is  that  the  major  part 
of  the  householders  in  any  town  shall  determine  their 
minister's  maintenance,  and  all  within  the  precincts  of 
the  town  shall  be  obliged  to  pay  their  part,  in  an  equal 
proportion  to  their  estates  in  said  town,  and  so  in  the 
precincts  of  each  society.  Under  this  security,  all  our 
towns  and  ecclesiastical  societies  are  supply'd  with 
orthodox  ministers.  We  have  no  vacancies  at  present. 
When  the  death  of  the  incumbent  happens,  they  are 
quickly  supply'd  by  persons  of  our  own  communion, 
educated  in  our  publick  schools  of  Learning:  which 
through  the  divine  blessing  afforded  us,  we  have  a 
sufficiency  of  those  that  are  both  learned  and  exemplary 

*  Rev.  Samuel  Johnson  of  Stratford,  afterwards  first  President  of  King's 
(now  Columbia)  College. 
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in  their  lives.     I  beg  your  Lordship's  pardon,  and  am, 
with  great   observance. 

Your   Lordship's  most  humble   servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

[Superscription]     To  the  Right  Reverend  Father  in  God, 
Edmund  Lord  Bishop  of  London. 
In  London. 

Hartford,  December  the  ist,  1725. 
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Sir-:  I  have  but  just  time  to  acquaint  you  by 
the  way  of  Rhode  Island,  that  I  had  yesterday  a  long 
hearing  before  my  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations,  about  your  boundaries  with  Rhode 
Island,  pursuant  to  the  Order  inclos'd.  The  Agent 
for  Rhode  Island  brought  up  to  Whitehall  two  learned 
council,  which  I  had  intelligence  of  before,  and  there- 
fore brought  up  two  likewise;  only  one  of  mine  was 
a  learned  civilian  from  Doctors  Commons,  •  who  I 
thought  was  more  proper  for  this  business  than  the 
gentlemen  of  the  long  robe.  The  Plaintiff's  council- 
were  near  five  hours  in  op'ning  their  charge  and  read- 
ing their  papers,  which  so  far  spent  the  day,  that 
their  Lord^^^  were  pleas'd  to  adjourn  the  hearing  my 
council  till  Thursday  next.  Altho'  this  will  double 
the  expence,  yet  I  have  a  considerable  advantage  by 
it,  having  this  interval  to  review  my  defence.  I  find 
their  Lord^^^  will  permit  no  papers  to  be  read  in 
evidence,  which  don't  come  attested  under  a  publick 
seal,  and  Col°.  Saltonstal  has  sent  me  none  such,  so 
that  I  am  obliged  to  search  all  the  old  records  here 
to  find  authentick  copies.  This  takes  up  my  time  and 
thought  so  much,  that    I    han't    leisure    now    to    write 
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you  of  other  matters.     I   wish  for  a  prosperous  event 

of    this  debate,   and  am,   Sir, 

Your's  and  your  Colony's  most 

Faithful  and  Obed*  Serv*, 

JER:  DUMMER. 
Middle  Temple, 

loth  of  Decern'",  1725. 

My  humble  service  to  the  Rev^  Mr.  Woodbridge, 
to  whom   I'll   write   at  large  by  the   spring  ships. 

[Inclosure.     Notification  to  Agent.] 

Whitehall,  Dec.  2,  1725. 
Sir:  My  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  having  appointed  next  Thursday  at  11  in 
the  Morning,  to  consider  the  several  papers  before 
them  in  relation  to  the  Boundaries  between  the 
Colonies  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island,  have  com- 
manded me  to  acquaint  you  therewith,  that  you  may 
then  lay  before  their  Lordships  what  you  have  further 
to  offer  upon  this  subject. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

ALURED  POPPLE. 
Jeremiah  Dumer,  Esq^ 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   GOVERNOR  CRANSTON*  OF 
RHODE  ISLAND. 

Sir:  I  have  now  rec'd  yours  of  the  20th  of  in- 
stant Jan"",  together  with  the  Act  of  your  Assembly 
impowering  Commissioners,  and  being  willing  to  con- 
tribute to  the  facilitating  that  matter  to  a  speedy  issue, 
I  do  now  signify  to  your  Honour  that  I  do  comply 
with  yours  for  the  Gentlemen  Commissioners  of  the 
Colony's  meeting  at  Capt.  Thomson's  at  Westerly  on 
the    15th    of    February  next;     and  if    our    Gentlemen 

*  Samuel  Cranston,  born  August,  1659 ".  Governor  of  Rhode  Island  from 
1698  until  1727;  died  April  26,  1727. 
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should  not  happen  to  get  there  so  soon  I  desire  yours 
may  wait  for  them  until  the   i8th  day  of   that  month, 
when  I  shall  endeavour  that  they  shall  be  there  with- 
out  fail,   if   inevitable   Providence   don't  hinder  them. 
I   am   with   great   Respect,   Sir, 

Your  very   Obedient   Servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

GOVERNOR   CRANSTON   OF   RHODE   ISLAND   TO 
GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Newport  on  Rhode  Island,  14th  March  1726. 
Sir:  I  this  minute  received  your  Honours  of  the 
9th  instant,  and  it  is  very  unaccountable  that  letters 
sent  by  the  post  should  be  detained  upon  the  road 
and  not  dispatcht  to  the  Govemour  to  whom  they  are 
directed,  and  I  am  heartily  sorry  that  my  letter  was 
detain'd  so  l®ng  before  it  reacht  your  Honour's  hands; 
and  I  am  likewise  very  much  concern 'd  that  it  hath 
put  you  upon  sending  this  express,  by  reason  I  must 
now  inform  your  Honour  that  the  Lords  Commissioners 
of  Trade  have  made  their  report  to  the  Lords  of  the 
Council,  relating  the  bounds  between  the  Colonies  as 
follows  viz*: 

But  as  some  doubts  have  been  made  with  respect 
to  their  bounds  even  as  they  are  stated  in  the  Rhode 
Island  Charter,  arising  from  the  uncertainty  and  variety 
of  names  given  to  places  and  rivers,  and  as  the  green 
line  in  the  annexed  map  was  determined  in  1703  to 
be  the  division  line  between  the  two  Colonies  by  the 
Commissioners  respectively  appointed  for  that  purpose, 
we  humbly  propose  that  his  Majestic  be  graciously 
pleased  to  signify  his  pleasure  that  the  aforesaid  green 
line  may  hereafter  be  the  settled  boundarys  between 
the  said  two  Colonies  of  Conecticut  and  Rhode  Island. 

Whitehall,  L  CHETWYND. 

Jan.  25th,  172I.  P.  DOEMINIQUE. 

MARTIN  BLADEN. 

R.  PLUMER. 
I.  HOBART. 
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I   have   not  time,  (by  reason  your  messenger  is  so 

sudden   upon   his  return,)  to  give   you  their  Lordships' 

preface    to    this    report,   but    by    the    next    ships    our 

Agent  adviseth   me   we  may  expect  it  fully  confirm'd 

by   the   King,   as   doubtless  your   Honour    will    receive 

the   same,   so   that   our  further  treaties  upon  that  foot 

will  be   finally   determined.^ 

I  am,  your  Honour's  most  obedient  humble 

servant, 

SAM^^  CRANSTON. 
Governour  Talcott. 

GOVERNOR  BURNET  TO   GOV.  TALCOTT. 

New  York,  March  23d  172I. 

Sir:  I  have  received  the  favour  of  your  letter  of 
the  19th  instant,  and  join  with  you  in  the  satisfaction 
you  express  of  the  happy  agreement  made  by  the  Com- 
missioners at  their  last  meeting  about  the  line  of  parti- 
tion, and  in  your  opinion  that  it  would  be  fit  to  finish 
the  line  as  soon  as  might  be,  for  the  ease  of  the  inhab- 
itants of  both  Colonys.  I  have  laid  these  proceedings 
before  our  Assembly  at  their  last  meeting,  and  have 
recommended  to  them  to  raise  money  to  go  on  with 
the  work,  the  former  stock  being  exhausted.  They 
have  not  yet  done '  any  thing  in  it,  and  they  are  to 
meet  next  month  again,  at  which  time  I  will  again 
recommend  it  to  them,  and  when  they  have  made 
the  necessary  provision  I  will  not  fail  to  acquaint  you 
with  it,  that  there  may  be  another  meeting  as  you 
propose,    to   finish   the   line. 

You  will  perceive  by  this  that  the  delay  was  not 
occasioned  by  me,  or  by  the  commissioners,  who  are 
very  ready  to  go  on  whenever  the  expences,  which  will 

*  See  Rhode  Island  Colonial  Records,  IV.  370-73,  for  the  Order  in  Coun- 
cil settling  the  boundary  line  between  Rhode  Island  and  Connecticut,  Feb. 
8,  1726. 
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not  be  small,  are  provided  for,  and  therefore  I  cannot 
put  that  hardship  upon  them,  till  they  are  sure  of 
their  being  defrayed  by  the  country.*  This  is  all 
the  reason  why  I  have  not  proposed  a  time  or  place 
to  you  already,  and  this  reason  will  unavoidably  con- 
tinue till  the  Assembly  have  done  their  part,  which  I 
hope  they  will  this  next  session. 
I  am.  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  humble  servant, 

W.  BURNET. 
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Sir:  My  last  to  you  was  in  the  winter,  by  the 
way  of  Rhode  Island,  in  which  I  acquainted  you  that 
there  had  been  a  fresh  hearing  between  Rhode  Island 
and  us,  before  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade 
and  Plantations.  But  as  it  happen 'd,  the  first  day 
was  taken  up  by  the  Council  on  the  other  side,  and 
a  new  day  appointed  to  hear  for  my  defence.  This 
gave  me  an  opportunity  to  make  a  second  Brief  for 
my  Council  by  way  of  remark  upon  their  opening, 
copies  of  both  which  I  inclose  you,  as  also  of  the 
Report  made  by  their  LordPP',  by  which  youl  see 
they  are  for  keeping  you  to  your  own  agreement  at 
Stonington.  This  I  fear'd  from  the  beginning,  and 
therefore  always  desir'd  you  to  make  up  the  differ- 
ence amicably.  What  you  writ  me,  that  the  Commis- 
sioners for  Rhode  Island  had  not  full  powers,  I  in- 
sisted on,  but  had  not  the  least  proof  to  support  it. 
Besides,  it  was  the  duty  of  your  Commissioners  to 
have  previously  examined  their  powers,  and  not  find 
fault,  after  they  had  admitted  their  powers  to  be 
good,  and  in  consequence  of  it  sign'd  and  seal'd  the 
agreement.     This    therefore  being  but  a  weak   reason, 
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I  had  recourse  to  other  arguments,  and  maintained 
that  the  Provinces  have  no  power  by  private  agree- 
ments to  transfer  any  part  of  their  Jurisdiction  to  one 
another,  and  that  the  King  has  no  power  to  revoke 
or  annul  a  Patent,  after  he  has  once  granted  it.  By 
this  argument  I  defeated  the  attempts  of  Rhode  Island 
hitherto,  till  at  last  you  wrested  this  weapon  out  of 
my  hands  by  your  letter  of  the  28th  of  October,  1723, 
to  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions, wherein  you  submit  your  bounds  to  be  deter- 
min'd  by  his  Majesty. 

This  the  Lords  have  taken  hold  of,  as  you'l  see 
by  their  Report.  However,  I  have  not  quite  given  it 
up,  but  am  following  it  to  the  Committee  of  Council, 
as  you'l  see  by  my  Objections,  copy  whereof  I  inclose 
you.  I  have  four  or  five  times  attended  their  Lordi'P' 
summons  on  this  occasion,  but  something  has  inter- 
ven'd  to  prevent  its  coming  to  be  heard.  I  shall 
write   to  you   again   very   soon,   and   in  the   meantime, 

am,   Sir, 

Your  very  humble   Serv*, 

JER.  DUMMER. 
Middle  Temple, 
6th   April,    1726. 

Gov""  Talcott. 

To  the  Right  Hond'^''  the  Lord  President  and  the  rest  of 
the  Right  Hono^^^  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  his 
Majesty  s    most   Hono^^^  the  Privy   Council. 

The    humble    Petition    of    Richard    Partridge, 
Agent    for    the    Colony    of    Rhode    Island 
and    Providence    Plantations  in   America, 
Sheweth, 

That  there  having  been  some  disputes  between 
the    inhabitants   of    the    said    Colony    of    Rhode    Island 
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and  Providence  Plantations  and  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut in  relation  to  their  Boundaries,  Connecticut 
Government  setting  up  pretensions  to  all  the  Provi- 
dence Plantations,  tho'  but  25  miles  in  length,  and 
tho'  Connecticut  Colony  be  of  a  larger  Tract  than  all 
England,"^  great  part  of  which  was  wholly  unsettled. 
The  Colony  of  Rhode  Island  several  years  since  ap- 
plyed  by  Petition  to  his  Majesty  in  Council  to  have 
their  Boundaries  ascertained,  and  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  referr  the  same  to  the  Right  Hono^^®  the 
Lords   Commiss"   of   Trade   and    Plantations. 

That  the  said  Lords  Commiss"  having  thought 
proper  to  send  over  some  Proposals  to  each  Colony, 
the  said  Connecticut  Government  returned  their  answer 
thereto,  wherein  they  expressly  admit  the  Government 
of.  Rhode  Island  to  be  in  the  actual  possession  of  the 
land  claimed  by  Rhode  Island,  and  further  say  that 
they  do  not  pretend  to  disturb  Rhode  Island  in  that 
possession,  and  that  it  is  not  they  but  the  Rhode 
Islanders  that  have  made  the  complaint,  who  if  they 
could  have  sat  still  with  all  they  desired,  the  Connecti- 
cut answer  says  their  Lordships  need  not  to  have  been 
troubled  with  this  story,  and  in  the  fullest  terms  leave 
the  Bounds  to  be  settled  by  the  Lords  Commiss'"* 
of  Trade  and  Plantations,  and  say  that  his  Majesty's 
determination  would  on  their  parts  put  a  perpetual  end 
to  the  controversy,  and  confirm  peace  between  them 
and  Rhode  Island  Colony. 

That  each  Government  having  been  fully  heard 
before  the  said  Lords  Commiss""^  25th  Jan'ry  last  they 
made  their  final  Report  to  your  Lordships,  settling  the 
Boundary  between  the  2  Colonies, 

That  the  Tract  of  Land  in  dispute  is  but  25  miles 
or  thereabouts   in    length,   and    is   all    the    Main    Land 

♦Evidently  counting  its  territory  as  "extending  westward  to  the  South. 
Seas." 
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that  Rhode  Island  Governm*  hath,  whereas  Connect!- 
cut  has  more  land  than  all  England  as  aforesaid,  and 
it  was  made  appear,  and  is  so  reported  by  the  Lords 
Comm"  that  Rhode  Island  Government  hath  all  along 
had  possession  thereof  and  which  has  been  for  four- 
score years  and  upwards. 

That  therefore,  and  as  the  having  the  Boundaries 
certainly  known  between  these  2  Colonies  is  of  the 
utmost  consequence  to  the  Peace  and  Welfare  of  them 
both. 

Your  Pet^  humbly  prays  your  Lordships  to  take 
the  said  Report  of  the  Lords  Commiss'""  into  your 
consideration,  and  that  you  will  be  pleased  to  concurr 
in  opinion  with  them,  and  make  such  Report  thereon 
to  his  Majesty  in  Council  as  to  your  Lordships  shall 
seem  meet. 

And  your  Pef  shall  ever  pray,  &c.* 

[Indorsed]  Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majesties 
jjon^i«  Privy  Council,  and  Partridge's  Petition,  &c. 
March   19,  1725. 


At  the  Council  Chamber,  Whitehall, 
the  19*''  day  of  March,  1725. 

By   a    Committee  of  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's 
most  Hono^^'^  Privy  Council. 

Upon  reading  this  day  to  their  Lordships  a  paper 
of  Objections  presented  by  Jeremiah  Dummer,  Agent 
for  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  the  Report 
of  the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
about  settling  the  Boundaries  between  that  Colony  and 
Rhode  Island,  and  also  upon  reading  a  Petition  of 
Richard    Partridge,    Agent   for   the    Colony   of    Rhode 
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Island  and  Providence  Plantations,  relating-  to  the 
settling  the  said  Boundaries  —  The  Lords  of  the  Com- 
mittee are  thereupon  pleased  to  Order,  that  the  Agent 
of  Rhode  Island  have  liberty  to  take  out  a  copy  of 
the  said  Objections  presented  by  Mr.  Dummer,  and 
that  Mr.  Dummer  have  also  liberty  to  take  out  a  copy 
of  the  said  Petition  of  Richard  Partridge.  And  if  they 
desire  to  be  heard  thereupon  before  this  Committee, 
they  are  to  make  application  to  their  Lordships  for 
a   day   to   be   appointed   for   that   purpose. 

EDWARD   SOUTHWELL. 

JEREMY  DUMMER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
Sir:  A  few  weeks  since  I  sent  you  an  account  of 
a  second  hearing  between  us  and  Rhode  Island,  before 
the  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations, 
which  the  Council  for  Rhode  Island  obtained  upon 
their  representing  to  his  Majesty,  in  a  humble  Peti- 
tion, that  they  had  some  new  evidence  to  lay  before 
their  Lord^^^  which  appear'd  to  be  an  authentic 
copy  of  the  Instrument  drawn  by  the  General  Court 
of  Connecticut,  impow'ring  their  Agents  to  act  as 
Commissioners  at  Stoningtown,  wherein  they  take  no- 
tice of  the  agreement  made  at  London  by  their  Agent, 
Mr.  Winthrop,  which  was  construed  to  be  an  appro- 
bation of  that  transaction.  But  neither  this  nor  the 
agreement  itself  which  the  Commissioners  afterwards 
came  into  at  Stoningtown,  would  have  done,  if  you 
had  not  in  two  letters  to  the  Lords  (sign'd  by  your 
late  Gov'",  and  the  Secretary,  in  behalf  of  the  General 
Court)  submitted  the  point  entirely  to  their  LordP^^ 
decision.  I  have  seen  for  five  years  past  that  they 
had  a  great  mind  to  make  you  perform  your  agree- 
ment, but  I  insisted  it  was  not  in  the  King's  power, 
but  must  be  determined  by  a  judicial  process  in  West- 
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minster  Hall,  which  they  were  sensible  of,  as  appears 
by  their  first  Report:  whereas  now,  when  you  left  it 
wholly  to  them,  they  readily  came  into  their  Report 
(which  I  sent  you  by  the  last  ship)  to  confirm  what 
was  done  at  Stoningtown.  I  hope  you  will  in  due 
time  receive  all  the  papers  I  transmitted  to  you  on 
that  head,  by  which  you'l  see  that  I  made  the 
most  of  my  cause,  and  that  it  was  given  against  you 
wholly  upon  your  own  determinations,  and  final  sub- 
mission. 

Governour  Ashhurst  (as  I  wrote  you  before)  is 
dead,*  and  the  new  Governour,  Mr.  Thompson,  who  is 
also  Governour  of  the  Bank  of  England,  has  not  yet 
acted.  As  soon  as  he  does,  I'll  take  care  of  the 
scheme  I  formerly  propos'd,  to  bring  your  Colony 
into   a  share   of  that   Corporation's   remittance. 

Please  to  accept  of  two  of  the  Political  States,t 
which  I  shall  continue  to  send  you  from  time  to 
time  as  they  are  publish 't. 

I  am,  with  great   Respect,  Sir, 

Your  very  humble  Serv't        JER:  DUMMER. 

LoND°.  2f^  April,  1726. 

Govern""  Talcott. 

The  letter  that  comes  with  this  from 
the  Secretary  of  State,  relates  to  the  Cop- 
per coinage,:}:  which  I  believe  will  never 
take  place. 


*  Robert  Ashurst  died  at  Heveningham  in  Essex,  Feb.  25,  1725-6.  He 
was  a  son  of  Sir  William  Ashurst,  and  grandson  of  Sir  Henry  Ashurst, 
many  years  agent  for  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. —  Le  Neve's  Knights,  414. 
Moranfs  History  of  Essex,  II.  2g6. 

+  "The  Political  State  of  Great  Britain"  (by  A.  Boyer),  London, 
1711-40.  "This  valuable  work  (preceding  the  Annual  Register)  contains 
a  complete  history  of  the  times,  the  memorably  struggles  between  Whig  and 
Tory  and  high  and  low  church  parties  ;  the  proceedings  of  the  Pretender 
and  his  family;  debates  in  Parliament;  abstracts  of  political  pamphlets, 
illustrative  of  the  History  of  Great  Britain  and  of  Europe  in  general  during 
the  period."  —  Lowndes'  Bibliographer's  Manual,  Fart  VII.  igod. 

X  See  Appendix  for  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  to  the  Secretary 
of  State  of  Massachusetts,  dated  Sept.  29,  1725, 
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GOVERNOR   TALCOTT   TO   GOVERNOR   BURNETT   OF   NEW 

YORK. 

Sir :  In  your  last  to  me,  your  Excellency  was 
pleased  to  inform  [me]  that  upon  your  moving-  to  the 
General  Assembly  at  New  York,  for  the  running  and 
perfecting  the  line  between  the  Colonies  of  New  York 
and  Connecticut, -  according  to  the  agreement  of  the 
Commissioners  from  the  respective  Governments,  your 
Assembly  was  pleased  to  say  there  was  no  money 
raised,  or  in  the  treasury,  to  carry  on  that  work ; 
yet  your  Excellency  knows  that  in  the  Memorial  by 
New  York  Government  laid  before  the  King's  Most 
Excellent  Majesty  in  Council,  for  the  obtaining  that 
affair  of  settling  and  running  said  line,  it  was  repre- 
sented, that  your  Government  had  raised  a  great  sum 
of  many  thousands  of  pounds,  for  the  carrying  on  of 
this  and  other  services,  which  was  improv'd  as  an 
argument  when  the  cxpartc  Act  was  obtained  for  New 
York. 

Your  Excellency  was  pleased  also,  in  your  last  to 
me,  to  inform  that  you  would  move  your  (then)  next 
Assembly,  which  was  to  meet  in  April  last,  to  raise 
what  moneys  might  be  necessary  for  the  carrying  on 
the  aforesaid  service  for  the  settling  of  said  line,  but 
not  having  any  account  from  your  Excellency  what 
hath  been  done  on  that  affair  towards  the  forwarding 
matter  so  necessary  for  the  good  and  peace  of  both 
the  Governments,  I  am  obliged  to  move  again  on  that 
head,  and  herewith  send  you  a  copy  of  an  Act  of  the 
General  Assembly^  holden  at  Hartford  in  May  last, 
wherein  your  Excellency  may  see  the  constancy  of 
their  minds  in  desiritig  to  finish  and  perfect  the  run- 
ning said  line,  the  neglecting  of  which  doth  greatly 
retard  the   settlement  of  that  part  of  the   country,  and 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  45. 
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if  long  neglected  will  tend  not  only  to  leave  the  bor- 
derers on  said  line  under  great  disadvantage  in  respect 
to  their  settling  and  improvements,  but  also  to  lead 
them  into  contention,  which  to  prevent,  with  many 
other  inconveniences  that  may  follow  thereupon,  I  am 
obliged  earnestly  to  move  to  your  Excellency  that  it 
may  not  be  delayed  beyond  the  next  suitable  oppor- 
tunity, which  I  suppose  may  be  in  the  latter  end  of 
September,  or  beginning  of  October  next.  Should  be 
glad  of  your  Excellency's  concurrence,  and  shall  wait 
for  your  Excellency  appointing  the  day.     Am,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's  most  humble  obedient  Serv't, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
To  his  Excellency, 

William  Burnet,  Esq. 

At  New  York. 

[Indorsed]     To  Gov'"  Burnet,  June  the  9th  1726. 


GOVERNOR  BURNET  OF  NEW  YORK  TO  GOVERNOR 
TALCOTT. 

New  York,  28th  June,  1726. 
Sir :     I  have  received  yours  of  the  9th  June,  1726, 
and   am   sorry  that  the   Assembly  have   not    this  time 
enabled  me   to  go   on   with  that  work,  as  you  will  see 
by  the  enclosed  printed  vote.* 


*  Votes  and  Proceedings  of  the  General  Assembly  of  New  York :  — 

April  6,  1726.  Extract  from  the  speech  of  Gov.  Burnet:  "I  have  re- 
ceived a  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecticut,  about  finishing  the  Par- 
tition Line,  which  I  will  lay  before  you,  that  you  may  make  Provision  for 
so  necessary  a  Work." 

May  27,  1726.  The  house  taking  into  Consideration  that  Part  of  his 
Excellency's  Speech  relating  to  the  Letter  from  the  Governor  of  Connecti- 
cut, about  finishing  the  Partition  Line  between  that  and  this  Colony  ; 

Resolved,  That  the  Consideration  thereof  be  referred  to  the  next  Ses- 
sion of  this  House,  the  Season  of  the  Year  being  too  far  spent  for  such  an 
Undertakmg. 
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It  is  true  there  was  a  sum  raised  among  others 
for  performance  of  that  work,  but  it  has  been  ex- 
pended, and  I  find  nobody  willing  to  go  upon  it  at 
their  own  charge;  so  that  I  must  have  patience  till 
I  can  obtain  a  supply.  I  see  by  your  Act  of  Assem- 
bly that  you  are  ready  to  go  on  with  it,  which  is  to 
your  credit.     I  wish  I  could  say  we  were  not  to  blame. 

I  have  had  lately  a  complaint  made  to  me,  that 
the  people  of  your  Province  disturb  some  old  settlers 
of  this  Colony.  I  hope  you  will  hinder  all  such  pro- 
ceedings, of  which  you  will  be  informed  by  the 
enclosed  copy  of  a  Petition  to  me.  As  it  is  the  design 
of  this  Government  to  do  all  equitably  with  the  people 
of  your  Colony,  that  it  is  believed  will  fall  within  this 
Province,  and  to  procure  them  quiet  possession,  as  far 
as  the  Government  can,  we  have  reason  to  expect  the 
same  to  our  inhabitants  who  it  is  thought  will  fall 
within  your  line.  This  is  what  I  think  it  my  duty 
earnestly  to  recommend  to  your  care,  who  am,  Sir, 
Your  most  obedient  humble  Servant, 

W.  BURNET. 

Notification    to   the    Agent   of   the   Meeting   of 
THE  Committee  of  the  Council. 

Council  Office,  Whitehall, 
29th  July  1726. 

Sir:  My  Lord  President  ordered  me  to  acquaint 
you,  that  there  will  be  a  Committee  on  Tuesday  next 
at  ten  in  the  Morning,  when  the  affair  relating  to  the 
Boundaries  of  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  is  to  be 
taken  into  consideration,  and  that  you  should  give 
your  attendance  at  that  time.  I  am,  with  great  respect. 
Sir, 

Your  Most  humble  Servant. 

WM.  SHARPE. 
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JEREMY  DUMMER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
Sir:  I  have  receiv'd  no  letter  from  you  by  the 
late  ships,  nor  any  answer  to  my  last,  in  which  I 
inclos'd  you  the  Report  of  my  Lords  Commissioners 
for  Trade  and  Plantations,  which  fixes  the  boundarys 
between  the  two  Colonies  according  to  the  agreement 
at  Stoningtown.  Since  my  writing  that  letter,  we  have 
had  a  hearing  before  the  Council,  when  the  Report 
was  read,  and  the  two  letters  from  Connecticut  to  the 
Lords  of  Trade  submitting  the  controversy  to  their 
decision,  after  which  my  Lord  President  ask't  me  if  I 
had  anything  to  say  against  the  confirmation  of  the 
Report.  It  was  a  little  difiicult  to  make  an  answer, 
but  I  was  oblig'd  to  say  something,  and  it  was  this ; 
That  I  humbly  apprehended  that  the  Government  of 
Connecticut  meant  no  more  than  a  compliment  in  what 
they  writ,  and  I  insisted  in  their  behalf  that  it  was  a 
matter  of  property  and  of  great  importance,  and  could 
have  no  legal  determination  but  in  Westminster  Hall. 
One  of  the  Secretary s  of  State  ask't  me  if  I  was 
directed  by  my  Principals  to  make  this  plea,  and  I 
told  his  LordPP  I  could  not  say  that  I  was.  Then 
says  he  a  little  hastily.  Why  will  you  start  difficulties, 
when  your  Principals  are  ready  to  acquiesce?  To  this 
I  reply'd  that  I  hop'd  I  knew  my  duty,  and  that  if 
my  Principals  did  not  make  the  best  of  their  cause,  it 
was  my  business  to  do  it  for  them,  as  their  agent  and 
advocate.  Hereupon  their  LordPP^  all  rose,  and  every 
body  withdrawing,  it  was  believed  there  would  be  an 
Order  for  confirming  the  Report.  But  I  writ  a  letter 
to  the  Duke  of  Devonshire  that  evening,  (who  is  Lord 
President  of  Council,)  and  at  my  desire  the  matter  is 
suspended  till  October  next,  when  I  intend  to  have  it 
strongly  argu'd.  I  receiv'd  this  day  the  inclos'd  angry 
letter   from   Mr.    Partridge,  agent  for   Rhode  Island,  by 
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which  he  would  intimidate  me  from  proceeding,  but 
he  is  much  mistaken  in  his  man.  You'l  observe  in 
the  beginning  of  his  letter,  he  seems  to  challenge  me 
with  not  keeping  my  word,  in  which  he  is,  very  silly. 
I  told  him  indeed  always  that  I  would  use  no  unneces- 
sary delays,  but  at  the  same  time,  when  there  was  a 
decree  just  going  to  be  made  against  my  Principals, 
and  I  had  art  and  interest  enough  to  put  it  by,  I 
must  be  unfaithful  to  my  trust,  if  I  did  not  make 
use  of  it.  What  he  says  of  my  incurring  the  anger 
of  the  Lords,  and  his  making  me  pay  costs,  is  only 
put  into  his  head  by  some  cunning  person.  Indeed  it 
would  be  very  well  for  him  if  he  could  saddle  me 
with  costs,  for  he  declares  he  has  expended  above  nine 
hundred  pounds  Ster^  in  the  cause;  and  I  don't  know 
but  he  has,  for  he  has  always  an  Attorney  and  Solici- 
tor at  his  elbow,  who  know  how  to  make  out  long  bills, 
whereas  I  have  always  done  that  drudgery  myself; 
but  have  always  had  the  best  Council  in  the  nation. 
I  have  had  no  more  than  one  hundred  pounds  ster^. 
from  Connecticut  for  this  cause,  which  has  been  de- 
pending near  seven  years.  Fifty  pounds  ster^  I  had 
from  Gov'"  Saltonstal,  and  ;^i5o  pounds  New  England 
money  from  you,  which  now  lyes  in  my  Brother's 
hands,  and  I  could  not  make  full  50^^  of,  if  I  had 
an  opportunity  to  draw  for  it.  I  don't  say  this  by 
way  of  complaint,  but  that  you  may  see  what  a  good 
husband  I  have  been  for  you.  What  Mr.  Partridge 
says  in  his  letter,  of  his  having  fully  clear'd  up  the 
right  and  title  of  Rhode  Island  to  the  lands  in  ques- 
tion, is  the  most  mistaken  thing  in  the  world.  For 
his  Council  insisted  on  nothing  material  but  the  two 
agreements,  and  if  they  would  have  given  up  that 
plea,  I   would   have   routed   them   at  the   first   hearing. 
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I   write   in   great   haste,  the   passengers   being  this 

minute  going.     I  am,  Sir, 

Yours,  and  the  Colony's  most 

Faithful  and  Obed*  Serv*, 

JER:  DUMMER. 
Middle  Temple, 

24  Aug*.  1726. 

Please  to  accept  of  a  Political  State. 
Gov"^  Talcott. 


HON.  WILLIAM  THOMPSON  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

London,  Octob""  6th  1726. 

Sir:  I  had  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  2d  of 
August  last.  I  have  searched  our  books  in  relation  to 
the  expectation  you  seem  to  have  had,  that  one  moiety 
of  what  we  remit  abroad  should  be  assign'd  for  the 
service  of  the  Indians  in  your  Colony,  and  I  can't  find 
in  them  any  ground  for  such  expectation,  or  that  Mr. 
Jeremy  Dummer  had  any  authority  to  say  any  such 
thing. 

I  laid  your  letter  before  a  Court  which  I  held  the 
4th  inst.  But,  Sir,  the  truth  is,  we  have  all  a  dispo- 
sition to  promote  the  service  you  propose,  but  our 
revenue  is  not  sufficient.  Almost  all  of  it  we  remit 
annually  to  our  Commissioners  in  the  other  Colony. 

Our  Commissioners  there  are  of  opinion  that  your 
proposal  is  too  chargeable.  We  pay  a  great  regard 
to  their  opinion,  and  as  it  [is]  impracticable  to  engage 
in  what  you  propose  without  abridging  very  much 
the  services  we  have  already  encouraged  in  the  other 
Colony,  I  can  not  a,t  present  give  you  any  hopes 
upon  this  head,  tho'  the  Corporation  will  keep  this 
affair  in  their  thoughts,  and  if  time  and  abilities  shall 
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enable   them,  they  will  be   glad  to  take   some   care  of 

you. 

I  am,  Sir,  with  much  Respect, 

y  humble  Serv*, 

W.  THOMPSON. 

[Superscribed]     For  Joseph  Talcot,  Esq^  Gov  of  the 
Province  of  Connecticut,  Boston,  New  England. 

[Indorsed]      Fro'm   the   Hon^^^   William   Thomson,  Gov'" 
of  the  Corporation.     1726. 

GOVERNOR   TALCOTT  TO   JEREMY  DUMMER. 

Sir:  The  favor  of  yours  of  April  26th  1726,  I 
rec'd,  with  the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  &c.,  and  sent  you  an  answer  dated  July  29, 
1726,  with  a  letter  enclosed  to  my  Lord  Cul'pp,'^  and 
one  to  Wm.  Thompson  Esq"".,  Gov'"  of  the  Corpora- 
tion &c.  and  although  they  were  not  come  to  your 
hand  in  August  24,  the  date  of  your  last  to  me,  which 
I  rec'd  this  week,  yet  I  hope  by  this  time  you  have 
them. 

And  whereas  in  my  last  to  yourself  and  the 
Hon^^*  William  Thompson,  Esq"",  Gov"",  I  informed 
[you]  that  I  had  not  rec'd  anything  from  the  Gentle- 
men in  Boston,  toward  the  propagating  Religion 
amongst  our  Indians,  yet  now  by  a  letter  from  Adam 
Winthrop,  of  Boston,  Esq"",  I  am  informed  that  they 
have  agreed  to  pay  a  Schoolmaster,  to  school  the  Indi- 
ans' children  one  year.  Our  Assembly  in  October  last 
have  also  appointed  Capt.  Wm.  Wadsworth  of  Durham, 
Capt.  John  Hall  of  Wallingford,  Esq"",  (two  of  the  Coun- 
cil) guardians  to  the  Indians,  and  by  the  Indians  own 
choice,  and  they  are  to  take  the  care  of  the  Indians 
their  lands,  and  are  appointed  Commissioners  to  hold  a 


*  Culpepper. 
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Court  at  Mohegan,  if  need  be,  to  put  off  any  that 
may  have  wrongfully  enter'd  upon  said  Indians  land, 
and  also  to  build  a  school  house  at  Mohegan  for  the 
Indians;*  as  I  proposed  in  my  former  to  the  Hon^^« 
Henry  t  Ashhurst  Esq^  Gov^  &c.  and  am  in  hopes 
quickly  of  some  trial  on  that  affair.  Yet,  what  the 
Gentlemen  in  Boston  do  is  wholly  unknown  to  me 
till  after  they  have  come  to  a  conclusion;  and  by 
reason  of  my  being  at  such  a  distance  from  them, 
and  none  here  in  this  Colony  that  can  make  a  quorum 
to  act,  I  am  only  as  nominal  in  the  Commission,  and 
if  that  best  suits  the  end  proposed,  I  had  rather  it 
should  be  so,  than  to  have  the  trouble  of  doing  any 
thing;  for  I  never  proposed  any  advantage  to  my  own 
temporal  interest  by  being  concerned   therein. 

Rec'd  a  short  letter  from  you  dated  in  July  last: 
have  the  favor  of  one  of  the  Political  States,  &c; 
thankfully  acknowledge  it:  meet  with  many  things 
in  them  of  value,  which  I  should  otherwise  be  un- 
acquainted   with. 

And  as  to  your  last,  wherein  you  intimate  that 
the  Lords  of  the  Council  make  it  a  question  whether 
this  Government  are  desirous  of  a  full  tryal  of  our 
controversy  with  Rhode  Island,  (as  you  have  hinted,) 
that  for  as  much  as  formerly  we  writ  to  the  Lords, 
that  we  submitted  the  decision  of  that  controversy  to 
them  &c.,  I  am  surprised  that  such  a  consequence 
should  be  drawn  from  those  letters;  for  it  is  most 
certain  we  never  intended  anything  to  alter  or  limit 
the  tryal  of  that  case,  as  it  stood  by  the  appeal  of 
Rhode  Island,  and  had  been  agitated  before  their 
Lordships,  who  had  considered  of  it  and  given  their 
opinion   that   in    point  of   law  the   land  in  controversy 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  75. 

+  So  written,  but  should  be  Robert.     See  page  75. 
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belonged   to    Connecticut,  tho'  in    equity    Rhode    Island 
ought  to  be  considered. 

And  thereupon  for  the  issuing  the  controversy  it 
was  then  moved  that  the  two  Colonies  should  sur- 
render up  their  Charters,  and  on  our  part  we  answered 
in  those  letters,  that  the  motion  made  to  us,  to  know 
if  we  were  willing  to  surrender  our  Charter  was,  that 
the  question  was  favorable,  and  contrary  to  some 
severities,  done  in  a  fornier  reign;  but  our  Charter 
was  such  a  valuable  jewel  to  us,  that  we  could  by  no 
means  be  willing  to  part  with  it,  and  that  we  heartily 
submitted  ourselves  to  the  tryal  in  the  controversy 
with  Rhode  Island  as  it  then  lay  before  their  Lord- 
ships: that  is,  we  submitted  ourselves  willingly  to  the 
authority  their  Lordships  had  from  his  Majestic  to  try 
our  cause,  but  gave  them  no  power  from  us  to  try  and 
determine  it  any  otherwise  than  they  should  or  might 
have  done  had  those  letters  never  been  sent;  nor  can 
I  conceive  how  any  suitor  that  comes  before  a  lawful 
court  or  judge,  and  there  says  that  his  case  is  well 
before  the  judge,  and  that  he  is  willing  to  abide  the 
judgment,  should  thereby  be  thought  to  give  new  rules 
to  the  court,  or  alter  the  case  in  the  least.  We  were 
sensible  that  their  Lordship's  opinion  that  the  land  in 
controversy  by  right  of  law  belonged  to  us,  was  right 
judgment,  and  have  had  the  same  opinion  in  almost 
every  Reign  since  our  Charter  was  first  granted,  and 
that  the  law  was  and  is  the  rule  of  determining  mat- 
ters of  property  is  sure:  nor  could  we  see  why  their 
Lordships  should  incline  we  should  part  with  our 
Charter  because  it  had  that  appearance  in  the  law. 
Surely  that  could  be  no  abuse  in  us,  nor  misuse  of 
our  Charter;  but  nevertheless  their  Lordships  seemed 
to  incline  that  a  more  favorable  settlement  should  be 
made   for  Rhode  Island.     We  then  soon  appointed  and 
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fully  impower'd  Commissioners  to  settle  the  whole 
affair,  who  offered  them  the  full  of  their  Charter 
bounds,  which  is  to  run  from  the  mouth  of  Pawcatuck 
River,  by  the  middle  or  main  stream  thereof,  to  the 
head  which  is  at  the  pond,  and  from  thence  a  north 
line  to  the  Massachusets,  which  they  refused,  and  would 
give  us  no  terms  but  such  as  was  most  unreasonable, 
as  doth  appear  by  the  treaty  at  Westerly,  copies  of 
which   are   now  in   your  hand. 

Thus  far  we  have  done  in  favor  of  Rhode  Island, 
and  to  comply  as  far  as  in  reason  we  could  with  their 
Lordships'  desire;  and  that  after  we  had  their  Lord- 
ships' opinion  that  those  lands  did  lawfully  belong  to 
Connecticut,  by  which  it  doth  appear  that  it  is  only 
they  are    litigious. 

I  am  glad  you  insisted  on  a  full  tryal  in  this 
important  case,  and  hope  you  have  prevailed  in  it; 
for  tis  very  reasonable  that  they  should  have  laws 
that  refused  the  favor  of  our  treaty  at  Westerly,  and 
if  you  can  obtain  a  hearing  at  Westminster  Hall,  you 
are  fumisht  (I  suppose)  with  what's  needful  for  the 
tryal,  and  hast  thine  eyes  open,  as  Mr.  Partridge  says, 
and  perhaps  the  issue  of  it  may  confirm  him  in  his 
opinion  that  you  have  no  body  to  blame  for  the 
consequences. 

And  as  to  the  two  agreements  they  insist  on: 
the  first  never  extended  anything  north  of  the  head 
of  Pawcatuk,  and  so  not  comporting  neither  with 
their  Charter,  nor  the  agreement  at  Stoningtown;  and 
yet  being  the  foundation  on  which  first  their  Charter, 
and  nextly  the  agreement  at  Stoningtown  were  founded, 
the  foundation  being  weak,  and  having  no  gOod  bottom 
for  either  of  these  two  to  be  built  upon,  why  should 
these  two  structures,  or  either  of  them,  be  so  strongly 
supported.  And  indeed  if  the  agreement  at  Stoning- 
town  should   be   confirmed,  I    doubt   our   difficulty  will 
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be  as  great  as  to  the  uncertainty  of  the  places  as  ever. 
I  observe  the  Lords  of  the  Board  of  Trade  say  in 
their  Report:  the  bounds  of  Rhode  Island  Charter 
being  hard  to  be  come  at,  it  being  bounded  on  divers 
Rivers,  with  names  and  places  hard  to  be  understood, 
and  therefore  are  of  opinion  that  the  agreement  made 
at  Stoningtown  should  be  the  line  between  the  Col- 
onies; but  I  am  not  sensible  that  that  agreement,  or 
lines  pursuant  to  it,  will  be  anything  easier  nor  so 
easy  to  find,  as  the  bounds  of  Rhode  Island  Charter, 
the  Charter  being  bounded  on  one  entire  well  known 
River,  and  then  a  north  line  to  the  Massachusets,  and 
the  agreement,  on  some  part  of  Warwick  and  a  Rock 
that  possibly  may  never  be  found  or  agreed  to  more, 
there  being  many  in  that  country,  and  said  Rock  is 
to  be  so  many  miles  east  from  Warwick  point  or 
corner,  on  such  a  point  of  the  compass,  and  if  we 
should  agree  upon  the  place  to  begin,  then  measure 
upon  the  point  till  we  come  to  the  distance,  and  there 
be  no  Rock,  what  shall  then  determine  the  contro- 
versy, or  which  shall  be  the  Rock,  and  who  shall 
determine  it?  and  if  we  must  be  bounded  by  that 
agreement,  I  think  we  shall  be  more  liable  to  mis- 
takes which  will  lead  us  into  contention,  than  if  their 
Charter  were  the  lines  to  divide  our  Colonies  by,  as 
aforesaid,  which  they  only  have  refus'd  to  comply 
with,  until  they  forced  us  into  this  contention  by  their 
appealing  home.  But  I  do  but  repeat  what  you  well 
knew  before,  neither  can  I  add  to  your  right  under- 
standing  on   this   affair,  but   am.  Sir, 

Your  humble   Obed*   Serv*, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Nov'  25,  1726. 

To  Jeremia  Dummer,  Esq^  Agent. 
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GOVERNOR  BURNET  OF  NEW  YORK  TO  GOVERNOR 
TALCOTT. 

New  York,  26th.  Nov'  1726. 

Sir :  I  received  yours  of  the  2otli  of  October  last, 
and  immediately  communicated  it  to  the  Assembly, 
but  could  not  get  their  resolution  upon  it  till  the  end 
of  the  session,  since  when  having  been  out  of  town, 
I  have  been  thus  long  against  my  inclination  before  I 
could  answer  your  last  letter.  But  now  enclose  to 
you  their  last  resolution,  which  is  all  I  could  obtain 
from  them  at  present.  I  shall  not  fail  to  press  this 
matter  again  upon  them  at  their  next  meeting;  but 
that  will  not  be  till  next  September,  so  that  I  can- 
not make  that  dispatch  in  the  affair  that  I  willingly 
would. 

The  late  attempt  privately  to  measure  the  dis- 
tance from  Courtland's  point,  and  not  from  Sara's 
point,  whence  it  ought  to  be  taken,  has  given  the 
Assembly  so  much  jealousy,  that  it  will  be  impossible 
to  expect  their  consent  that  you  may  run  the  line 
exparte,  but  the  service  being  in  itself  necessary  to  be 
done,  I  am  hopeful  to  prevail  on  them  to  provide  for 
it,   when   they  meet  again,   and  am,   with   due  regard. 

Sir, 

Your  most   obedient  humble  servant, 

W.   BURNET. 

[Inclosure.     Resolution  of  New  York  Assembly.] 

Die  Jovis,  10  Nov'  1726. 

The  House  taking  into  serious  consideration  the 
Letter  of  the  Governour  of  Connecticut  to  his  Excel- 
lency, dated  at  New  Haven  the  20th  of  last  month, 
concerning    the     Partition      Lines      between    the    two 
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Colonies,  are  unanimously  of  opinion,  That  in  case 
this  Government  had  provided  a  Fond  sufficient  to 
defray  the  charge  and  expence  requisite  on  their  part 
for  perfecting  the  said  Lines,  yet  the  season  of  the 
year  would  not  allow  to  do  the  same;  and  the  House 
cannot  but  look  upon  their  request  of  finishing  those 
Lines  by  themselves  only,  to  be  the  more  extraordi- 
nary because  they  cannot  but  remember,  that  our  Com- 
missioners, at  two  several  meetings,  declined  to  do  it 
exparte,  altho*  they  had  a  law  (approved  and  confirmed 
by  his  Majesty)  which  impowered  them  so  to  do,  but 
rather  chose  all  friendly  means  to  dispose  them,  that 
it  might  be  done  in  conjunction.  And  for  as  much 
as  (besides  the  encroachments  alleged  to  be  made 
by  them  at  Westenhook)  five  of  their  people,  to  wit, 
Joseph  Keeler,  Joseph  Lees,  James  Northrup  and 
Jabish  Smith,  together  with  Edmond  Lewis,  Surveyor, 
have  been  in  the  Mannor  of  Cortland,  at  or  near  a 
point  called  Manack  (in  the  occupation  of  Samuel 
Brower)  and  being  discovered  there  about  break  of 
day,  so  lately  as  the  14th  ultimo,  and  pretending  they 
came  to  run  and  measure  the  distance  from  Hudsons 
River  to  Ridgefeild.  This  House  is  of  opinion.  That 
those  of  that  Colony  have  often  practised,  and  still 
will  practise  by  .such  private  ways  and  means  to  try 
how  and  in  what  manner  these  Lines  could  be  fixed 
for  their  advantage. 

Wherefore,  this  House  humbly  desires  his  Excel- 
lency not  to  consent  or  permit  them  to  run,  much 
less  to  fix  the  said  Lines  ex  parte.  And  that  he  will 
be  pleased  to  signify  the  sentiments  of  this  House  to 
the  Governour  of   Connecticut. 

The   above  is  a  true  Copy  compared  and  examined 
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by  the   Journal  of  the  General  Assembly  of  his  Majes- 
ties  Province   of    New   York,   by 

G.   LUDLOW  Clerk 

to  the   G'l  Assembly. 
[Indorsed]      Result    of   the   Lower    House,    New   York, 
Nov""    10,    1726,   to  our  running  exparte. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO    LT.-GOV.  'WILLIAM   DUMMER. 

Hartford,  Jan'y  14th  i72f 

Hor^^^  Sir:  I  acknowledge  the  kindness  of  your 
information  respecting  your  care  of  our  packets:  must 
now  beg  a  new  favor  of  your  Hon"",  that  you'd  please 
to  send  me  the  true  state  of  the  case  respecting  the 
stir  that  was  at  Bristol  *  about  those  that  were  of  the 
Church  and  the  Dissenters:  and  a  copy  of  the  answer 
or  command  of  his  Majestic  in  Council  upon  the 
application  of  the  Church  made  to  his  Majestic  on 
that  affair.     In   so   doing  you  will   further  oblige,   Sir, 

Your  very  humble   and   alway   obedient  Serv*, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

JEREMY  DUMMER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

5\-  I  han't  received  a  letter  from  you  a  good 
while.     My  last  to  you  gave  you  an  account  that  I  had 

*  This  probably  refers  to  the  trouble  in  Bristol,  R.  I.,  caused  by  the 
settlement  there,  in  1721,  of  a  missionary  under  the  auspices  of  the  Vener- 
able Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel.  In  1723  the  Rev.  James 
McSparran  wrote  to  the  Bishop  of  London,  begging  that  he  would  espouse 
the  cause  of  the  Church  of  England  in  Bristol,  and  complaining  that  twenty 
persons  had  lately  been  imprisoned,  and  the  estates  of  others  distrained 
upon,  for  the  payment  of  the  rates  to  the  Congregational' minister.  The 
difficulties  lasted  for  several  years  lonz&x .  —  Munrd' s  History  of  Bristol, 
143.  Updike's  History  of  the  Narragansett  Church,  434-6.  Historical 
Collections  relating  to  the  American   Colonial  Church,  III.  1J4,  208. 
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disputed  the  power  of  the  Lords  to  determine  finally 
the  controversy  about  the  Bounds :  and  now  I  am  to 
acquaint  you  that  after  the  matter  has  been  suspended 
for  six  months,  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Council  have 
determined  that  the  Colony  is  ty'd  down  by  their 
own  voluntary  submission  of  the  point  in  question,  in 
two  letters  sign'd  by  the  late  Governour  for  himself, 
and  by  the  Secretary  in  behalf  and  by  order  of  the 
Assembly. 

I  have  just  receiv'd  a  summons  from  a  publick 
Solicitor  to  attend  at  Whitehall  on  the  next  Council 
Day,  and  make  answer  to  a  Complaint  then  to  be  ex- 
hibited by  John  Winthrop,  Esq^  against  the  Govern- 
ment of  Connecticut.  If  you  expect  me  to  manage  this 
cause,  you  must  remit  me  at  least  a  hundred  Pounds 
Sterling  by  the  first  opportunity.  Every  hearing  will 
cost  me  forty  Guineas,  and  the  other  side  who  employ 
Solicitors  and  Attorneys,  a  great  deal  more.  By  the 
next  ship  I'll  send  you  a  copy  of  the  Complaint.  I  am, 
Sir, 

Yor  most  humble  Serv*, 

JER.   DUMMER. 
London,  Febry   13th   172^. 

Please  to  accept  a  few  prints. 
BOARD    OF   TRADE   TO    THE    GOVERNOR   AND   COMPANY. 

Wpiitehall,  June  26th  1727. 
Gentle^nen  :  Inclosed  you  will  receive  an  Order 
from  the  Lords  of  his  Majesty's  most  hon^^^  Privy 
Council,  notifying  to  you  the  Death  of  our  late  Gra- 
cious Sovereign  Lord,  King  George,  of  ever  blessed 
Memory,  and  directing  you  to  proclaim  the  High  and 
Mighty  Prince,  George  Prince  of  Wales,  King  of  Great 
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Britain  France  and  Ireland,  and  of  all  the  Dominions 
thereunto  belonging,  &«%  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &'=». 
We  do  earnestly  recommend  to  you,  that  you  proceed 
without  loss  of  time  in  the  execution  of  these  Orders, 
and  that  his  Majesty  be  accordingly  proclaimed  in  the 
most  solemn  manner  and  most  proper  parts  of  your 
Government,  and  you  are  to  return  a  speedy  account 
of  your   proceedings   herein. 

And  for  your  further  information.  We  likewise  en- 
close for  you,  his  Majesty's  Proclamation  for  continu- 
ing all  Officers  in  the  manner  therein  mentioned.  So 
We  bid  you  heartily  farewell,  and  are. 

Your  very  loving  Friends 
and  humble  Servants, 

J.  CHETWYND. 
P.  DOMINIQUE. 
M.  BLADEN, 
R.  PLUMER. 
T.  PELHAM. 
J.  HOBART. 

GOV*   AND    COMPANY    OF    CONNECTICUT. 

[Inclosure.     Order  from   His  Majesty  in   Council.] 

After  our  hearty  commendations,  —  It  having 
pleased  almighty  God  to  take  to  his  mercy  out  of  this 
troublesome  life  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  King  George 
of  blessed  memory,  and  thereupon  His  Royal  Majesty 
King  George  the  Second  being  here  Proclaimed,  We 
have  thought  j&t  to  signify  the  same  unto  you,  with 
directions  that  you  do  with  the  assistance  of  the  prin- 
cipal Planters  and  Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut forthwith  Proclaim,  His  most  Sacred  Majesty 
King  George  the  Second,  according  to  the  Form  here 
enclosed,  with  the  solemnitys  and  ceremonys  requisite 
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on   the  like   occasions.      And  so   not   doubting  of  your 
ready  compliance  herein,  we  bid  you  heartily  farewell. 

n        -|         From    the    Council    Chamber    at    White- 
hall, the   24th   day  of  June,   1727. 

P.  S.  Your  Loving  Friends, 

You  are  likewise  to  publish     KING  C. 

and    proclaim    the    en-    TREVOR  C.  P.  S. 

closed  Proclamation  for    HOLLES  NEWCASTLE. 

continuing    Persons  be-    GODOLPHIN. 

ing  in  office  at  the  De-     CARTERET. 

cease   of  the  late  King    S.  COMPTON. 

with    the    usual    solem-     R.  WALPOLE. 

nitys. 

To  Our  Loving  Friends,  The  Governor  and  Company 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

BOARD    OF   TRADE   TO   THE    GOVERlSrOR   AND    COMPANY. 

Whitehall,  July  nth  1727. 
Gentlemen :  His  Majesty  having  been  pleas'd  to 
issue  a  proclamation  for  continuing  all  Officers  in  the 
Plantations  in  their  respective  places,  till  his  Majesty's 
further  pleasure  shall  be  known.  We  take  this  oppor- 
tunity of  sending  you  the  same  inclosed,  that  you  may 
.cause  the  same  to  be  made  publick,  within  the  Colony 
under  your  Government.  So  We  bid  you  heartily  fare- 
well, and  are, 

Your  very  Loving  Friends 
.  and  humble  ServantSj 

J.  CHETWYND. 
R.  PLUMER. 
T.  PELHAM. 
M.  BLADEN. 

GOV  AND  COMPANY  OF  CONNECTICUT. 


GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 


93 


GOVERNOR   TALCOTT   TO   THE   LORDS   OF   TRADE. 

Hartford,  Sept.  i8,  1727. 

May  it  please  your  Lordships :  —  Pursuant  to  the 
Orders  from  the  Right  Hon^*^^  the  Lords  of  his  Maj- 
esties most  Hon^^^  Privy  Council  inclosed  in  your 
Lordships  letter  of  the  26th  of  June  last,  which  came 
to  our  hands  the  last  week,  we  have  this  day  in  this 
place  proclaimed  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince  George 
Prince  of  Wales,  King  of  Great  Britain,  France  and 
Ireland,  and  of  all  the  Dominions  thereunto  belonging, 
&c..  Defender  of  the  Faith,  &c,  in  the  most  solemn 
manner.  And  we  have  likewise  given  order  that  he 
be  in  like  manner  proclaimed  in  other  proper  parts  of 
this  Government.* 

We  have  also  published  his  Majesties  Proclamation 
for  continuing  all  Officers  in  the  manner  therein  men- 
tioned. 

We  are,  with  all  humble  submission. 
Your  Lordships  most  Humble  and  Obedient  Serv^^ 

J.  TALCOTT. 

GOVERNOR   TALCOTT   TO   JEREMY   DUMMER. 

Hartford,  Septem""  19th,  1727. 
Sir :  I  have  but  just  now  rec'd  the  favor  of  yours 
of  April  5th,  as  you  say  left  behind  until  June  the  5th. 
In  this  you  signify  to  me  that  you  sent  a  packet  by 
this  ship's  bag,  which  had  inclos'd  in  it  two  Orders  of 
Council,  with  a  letter  from  the  Secretary  of  State.  I 
have  but  now  received  a  packet,  with  Orders  from  his 
Majestic  in  Council,  for  continuing  of  Officers  in  their 
places  six  months,  with  two  letters,  one  from  the  Right 
Hon^^«  Lords  of  his  Majesties  Hon^^^  Privy  Council, 
dated  June  the  24th  1727,  ordering  the  proclaiming  the 
High  and   Mighty  Prince   George  of   Wales  to  be   our 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  ii8,  121. 
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Liege  Lord,  and  Sovereign,  and  the  other  [from]  the 
Hon^^^  the  Lords  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  of  the  same 
[import]  with  the  forementioned.  Both  these  were 
duplicates  for  Connecticiit.  I  therefore  suppose  some 
former  of  the  same  have  been  sent,  that  are  not  yet 
come  to  my  hand ;  nor  have  I  any  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary of  State. 

Another  of  yours  of  April  8th,  kept  by  you  for 
the  sailing  of  the  ship  until  April  i8th  written  on  the 
top  (a  copy)  as  I  suppose  of  [one]  that  came  before, 
signifying  that  you  inclosed  in  that  packet  [an]  Order 
of  his  Majestic  in  Council,  about  our  bounderies  line : 
[also]  a  sealed  letter,  that  was  a  Circular  Letter  to  all 
the  Plantation  Governments,  directing  them  to  take 
security  of  appellees ;  but  neither  the  said  Order  of  his 
Majestic  in  Council,  nor  the  other  directing  the  taking 
security  of  appellees,  are  yet  come  to  my  hand  or 
knowledge :  and  upon  consideration  that  there  is  such 
delays,  at  any  time,  and  especially  at  this  time,  on  his 
Majesties  especial  service  ;  and  in  the  notice  coming  to 
us  of  Mr.  Winthrop's  Complaint  against  this  Govern- 
ment,* which  never    came    to   us   until    this    week ;   we 


*John  Winthrop,  F.  R.  S.,  son  of  Wait  Still  Winthrop,  and  grandson  of 
Gov.  John  Winthrop,  of  Connecticut,  was  born  in  Boston,  Aug.  26,  1681 ;  grad- 
uated from  Harvard  College,  1702.  In  1726  he  went  to  England  to  prose- 
cute the  complaint  above  mentioned ;  and  although  he  attained  his  object  he 
never  returned  to  this  country,  but  remained  in  England,  devoting  himself 
largely  to  scientific  pursuits,  and  becoming  an  active  member  of  the  Royal 
Society.  One  of  the  volumes  of  their  Transactions  was  dedicated  to  him. 
He  died  at  Sydenham,  near  London,  Aug.  i,  1747. 

General  Wait  Still  Winthrop  died  in  1717,  intestate,  and  the  administration 
of  his  estate  was  committed  to  John  Winthrop,  who  claimed  all  the  real  estate, 
and  also  the  estate  of  his  uncle  Fitz  John  Winthrop,  as  the  heir  under  the  com- 
mon law  of  England.  In  1711  Winthrop  had  removed  from  Boston  to  New 
London,  to  devote  himself  to  the  improvement  of  the  family  property  in  Con- 
necticut. This  occupation  was  ill-suited  to  his  tastes  and  habits ;  he  became 
unpopular  by  reason  of  lawsuits  and  litigation  with  his  tenants  and  neighbors, 
and  he  also  involved  himself  in  disastrous  mining  speculations.  His  only  sis- 
ter, Ann  Winthrop,  had  married  Thomas  Lechmere,  of  Boston,  at  one  time 
surveyor-general   of  the   New   England   colonies,    and  in   1724  her  husband 
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would  (humbly)  hope,  that  his  Most  Excellent  Majestie 
in  Council  will  consider  of  our  vast   distance,  and  the 


applied  to  the  court  of  probate,  claiming  in  right  of  his  wife  a  proportion 
of  the  real  estate  of  Wait  Still  Winthrop,  and  that  he  was  kept  out  of  it 
by  the  administrator's  not  having  inventoried  and  administered  the  same. 
Winthrop  replied  by  exhibiting  an  inventory  of  the  personal  estate,  and 
claiming  that  administrators  had  nothing  to  do  with  lands,  as  they  be- 
longed to  the  heir-in-law,  in  this  case  himself,  according  to  the  law  of  Eng- 
land. After  nearly  two  years  of  litigation,  by  a  decree  of  the  Superior 
Court 'of  Connecticut,  March  22,  1725-6,  the  letters  of  administration  granted 
to  Winthrop  were  vacated,  and  Thomas  Lechmere  and  Ann  his  wife  were 
appointed  administrators  of  the  estate.  Winthrop  presented  a  petition  at 
the  next  session  of  the  General '  Assembly,  and  declared  that  he  would 
appeal  to  the  King  in  Council,  thus  ignoring  the  highest  court  in  Connec- 
ticut, where  the  case  should  have  been  carried,  according  to  the  laws  of  the 
colony.  Winthrop's  memorial  was  dismissed  by  the  Assembly ;  he  protested, 
and  the  Assembly  ordered  the  sheriff  to  bring  the  petitioner  before  the  bar  of 
the  said  Assembly  to  answer  for  the  contempt  manifested  in  his  protest.  "He, 
behaving  himself  insolently,  contemptuously,  and  disorderly,  not  suffering  the 
Hon'''"  the  Governour  to  speak  to  him  without  continual  interruption,  and 
declaring  himself  to  stand  upon  a  par  with  the  whole  Assembly,  that  he  was 
Oram  non  judice,''  etc.,  was  committed  to  the  custody  of  the  sheriff,  Joseph 
Pitkin.  The  next  day  the  sheriff  informed  the  Assembly  that  Winthrop  had 
made  his  escape  in  the  night,  and  a  fine  of  /20  was  imposed  upon  the  fugitive. 

In  accordance  with  his  threats,  Winthrop  went  to  England  and  presented 
his  cause  before  the  home  government,  representing  that  the  colonial  law 
which  allowed  daughters  to  receive  real  estate  in  the  distribution  of  the  prop- 
erty of  an  intestate  person  was  in  violation  of  the  law  of  England,  and  the  case 
was  tried  before  his  Majesty  in  council.  A  decree  was  given  Feb.  15,  1727-8, 
sustaining  Winthrop,  and  annulling  the  law  of  Connecticut  entitled  "An  Act 
for  the  Settlement  of  Intestate  Estates."  This  news  was  received  unofficially 
towards  the  end  of  May,  1728,  before  the  rising  of  the  Assembly,  and  the 
authenticated  copy  of  the  Order  in  Council  came  to  hand  about  a  month  later, 
causing  great  consternation  in  Connecticut.  A  copy  of  this  document  may  be 
found  in  VII.  571,  Colonial  Records. 

As  the  Colony  had  not  been  heard  in  the  affair  at  all,  instructions  were  at 
once  sent  the  agent  to  use  the  best  measures  to  defend  the  Law  of  Intestate 
Estates,  which  had  been  in  operation  since  October,  1699.  It  was  taken  from 
an  act  passed  in  Massachusetts  in  1692,  under  the  charter  granted  by  King 
William  and  Queen  Mary,  Oct.  7,  1691.  This  law  provided  for  the  settlement 
and  distributk)n  of  the  estates  of  intestates :  the  eldest  son  to  have  double  por- 
tion, or  two  shares ;  if  no  son,  the  daughters  to  inherit  as  coparceners.  An 
actual  solemn  confirmation  of  this  law  was  received  from  the  Crown,  in  very 
remarkable  terms,  contained  in  an  Order  of  Council,  reciting  that,  by  powers 
granted  under  the  Great  Seal,  the  Governor,  Council,  and  Assembly  are  author- 
ized and  impowered  to  constitute  and  ordain  laws,  which  are  to  continue  to  be 
in  force,  unless  his  Majesty's  pleasure  shall  be  signified  to  the  contrary.^  Jn 
pursuance  of  these  powers  several  explanatory  acts  were  passed  by  the  Gov- 
ernor, Council,  and  Assembly,  in  1710,  1715,  and  1719,  and  not  disallowed 
by  the  Crown.     The  Massachusetts  act  of  1692  was  also  specially  confirmed 
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uncertainty  of  our  receiving  his  Majesties  Commands; 
and   the   said  Complaint,  and  if  our  answer,  which  we 


Aug.  22,  1695,  by  the  then  Lords  Justices  in  Council,  and  Connecticut  there- 
fore had  good  reason  to  expect  a  different  result. 

It  is  said  that  Mr.  Lechmere  failed  in  his  defence  for  want  of  "  a  good 
sword  formed  of  the  royal  oar,"  or  its  application,  and  that  the  counsel 
employed  by  him  were  not  accustomed  to  business  of  this  kind.  After  the 
decision  in  Winthrop  vs.  Lechmere,  as  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  had  had 
no  active  part  in  the  matter,  it  seems  that  intestate  estates  continued  to 
be  settled  in  the  accustomed  manner,  the  sentence  of  nullity  of  the  colonial 
law  notwithstanding;  and  if  appeals  were  made  from  the  Probate  to  the 
Superior  Court  they  were  continued  from  term  to  term.  —  Letter  of  C.  J. 
Hoadly,  Proceedings  Mass.  Hist.  Soc,  XIII.  100.  (StillGov.  Talcott  states, 
June  29,  1 731,  that  no  intestate  estates  had  been  settled  since  the  promul- 
gation of  the  King's  decree.     See  page  235.) 

As  this  correspondence  will  show,  strenuous  efforts  were  made,  by  petition 
to  the  home  government,  for  the  re-establishment  of  the  law,  or  at  least  for  a 
confirmation  of  what  had  been  done  by  the  Probate  Courts  before  Winthrop's 
appeal.  The  authority  and  existence  of  the  Charter  were  imperiled  by  this 
decree  annulling  the  Intestate  Estates  Law ;  hence  the  great  anxiety  mani- 
fested by  the  General  Assembly  and  people  of  Connecticut. 

In  1734,  Gillam  Phillips  of  Boston  brought  an  appeal  before  his  Majesty  in 
Council  against  a  decision  of  the  Probate  Court  in  Massachusetts.  It  had 
divided  the  property  (both  real  and  personal)  of  his  brother  Henry  Phillips, 
who  had  died  intestate  in  France,  between  himself,  his  mother,  and  his  sister ; 
while  he  claimed  to  be  the  heir  according  to  the  common  law  of  England. 
This  appeal  was  dismissed,  and  the  Massachusetts  law  sustained.  S 

The  laws  of  Massachusetts  and  Connecticut  regarding  the  transmission  of 
real  estate  by  inheritance  were  both  equally  contrary  to  the  laws  of  England. 
Why  then  the  difference  in  the  two  cases  when  brought  before  the  King  in 
Council  ?  The  Connecticut  Charter  empowered  the  General  Court  to  make 
and  establish  laws  "not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  this  realm  of  England,"  but 
no  provision  was  made  that  the  same  should  be  sent  over  to  be  approved  or 
disallowed  by  the  King  in  Council,  as  was  provided  in  the  Massachusetts 
Charter.  Hence,  when  the  Connecticut  appeal  came  before  his  Majesty  in 
Council  it  was  an  open  question,  to  be  decided  untrammeled  by  any  previous 
ratification  or  confirmation  of  the  law  in  question.  |0| 

The  decision  in  the  case  of  Phillips  7>s.  Savage  was  encouraging  to  the 
efforts  of  Connecticut  to  re-establish  her  law.  In  May,  1742,  Thomas  Tousey 
of  Milford  represented  to  the  General  Assembly  that  he  was  obliged  to  take  a 
voyage  to  Great  Britain  to  defend  a  suit  brought  against  him  by  Samuel  Clark 
of  Milford ;  wherein  the  said  Clark  demanded  certain  lands  in  this  colony  as 
heir  at  law  according  to  the  course  of  descent  by  the  rules  of  the  common  law 
in  England,  that  had  been  settled  upon  Tousey  according  to  the  ancient  laws 
and  customs  of  this  colony.  The  Assembly  voted  that  the  sum  of  ;^5oo  should 
be  lent  to  Mr.  Tousey  to  enable  him  to  defend  his  suit ;  and  in  October  the 
Agent,  Eliakim  Palmer,  was  directed  to  employ  solicitors  to  defend  Tousey, 
and  also  to  assist  him  in  every  way  possible.  (See  Appendix.)  These  efforts 
were  successful,  and  Clark's  appeal  was  dismissed  by  a  decree  rendered  July 
18,  1745. 


GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.  97 

have  in  the  greatest  haste  imaginable  drawn  up,  and 
sent  by  the  first  opportunity,  should  not  come  to  you 
by  the  first  day  of  December,  which  you  now  send  us 
word  is  the  time  appointed  for  hearing,  there  will  not 
any  advantage  be  taken  against  us. 

We  thankfully  acknowledge  their  Lordship's  favor 
and  kindness,  in, granting  so  long  a  time  from  their 
[receiving]  the  Complaint,  to  the  time  appointed  for 
hearing:  yet  we  not  hearing  of  it  until  now,  it  was 
impossible  for  us  to  send  our  answers  sooner  than  we 
have,  and  how  long  they  may  be  in  going  we  cannot 
tell;  [and]  as  it  is  the  hon""  of  a  king  to  search  out 
the  matter,  we  cannot  believe  we  shall  be  judg'd  or 
condemned  before  we  have  opportunity  of  being  heard, 
and  especially  if  inevitable  providence  prevent  us. 

The  surprising  and  heavy  tidings  of  the  removal 
of  our  late  Sovereign  Lord  King  George  of  Blessed 
memory,  under  whose  gracious  protection  we  lived  all 
the  time  of  his  Glorious  Reign  in  perfect  satisfaction, 
would  (in  itself  considered)  be  the  greatest  grief  and 
consternation  to  this  poor  Colony  of  Connecticut,  that 
upon  such  an  occasion  they  ever  have  met  withall :  but 
since  it  hath  pleas'd  the  Almighty  Sovereign,  by  whom 
Kings  do  reign,  to  establish  the  High  and  Mighty 
Prince  of  Wales,  the  illustrious  son  and  offspring  of 
his  late  Majestic  King  George,  to  succeed  his  Royal 
father,  his  accession  to  the  British  Throne  again  re- 
vives and  fills  our  hearts  with  joy  and  gladness,  hoping 


Thus  at  last  the  validity  of  the  Law  of  Intestate  Estates  was  established, 
after  a  long  period  of  anxiety  and  uneasiness,  as  the  controversy  endangered 
the  existence  of  what  the  General  Assembly  called  in  1729  "the  choicest  part 
of  our  inheritance,"  the  Charter.—  TriwibulVs  History  of  Connecticut,  IL,  chap, 
iv.  Colonial  Records,  VII.  20,  43,  122,  i8s,  igr,  2J4,  J71 ;  VIII.  283,  463, 
sob.  Proceedings  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical  Society,  1860-62,  64-80, 
16S-171.  State  Archives,  Miscellaneous,  II.  313;  Civil  Officers,  II.  384, 
S32 ;  Foreign  Correspondence,  II.  128.  A  Short  Account  of  the  Winthrop 
Family,  10,  11. 
13 
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that  in  him  the  memory  of  the  just  will  be  revived, 
and  blessed,  and  that  the  constant  prayers  of  us  his 
Majesties  loyal  subjects  in  this  Colony  will  be  answered, 
in  him  and  his  Royal  progeny,  (viz.)  that  there  may 
not  fail  a  man  of  that  Royal  family  to  sit  upon  the 
British  Throne  from  generation  to  generation. 

As  soon  as  I  received  their  Lordships  directions  for 
the  Proclamation,  [I]  forthwith  sent  expresses  through 
this  Colony,  summoned  in  the  members  of  the  General 
Assembly,  and  with  them  and  the  assistance  of  many 
other  of  the  principal  Planters  and  Gentlemen  of  Qual- 
ity, and  the  Regiment  of  this  County  of  Hartford  in 
arms,  did  proclaim  the  High  and  Mighty  Prince  of 
Wales,  according  to  the  Proclamation  sent  by  my 
Lords. 

And  altho'  in  the  sorrow  of  our  hearts,  we  look't 
at  first  upon  the  breach  made  to  be  wide  as  the  sea, 
neither  can,  nor  ought  we  to  forget  it ;  yet  the  happy 
accession  of  our  present  Lord  and  Sovereign  King 
George  the  2d,  hath  assuaged  our  sorrows  so  that  with 
the  greatest  acclamations  of  joy  that  such  a  poor  Col- 
ony as  we  are  have  been  capable  of,  and,  which  is 
most  of  all  to  be  regarded  (I  verily  believe)  with 
much  loyalty,  sincerity,  and  cheerfulness  in  our  hearts, 
he  hath  here  been  proclaimed,  and  will  be  acknowl- 
edged, and  as  universally,  as  in  any  part  of  his  Majes- 
ties dominions.  I  shall  send  you  another  by  the  first 
opportunity,  and  am,  Sir, 

youre  Very  hum^^  Serv*. 

P.  S.  The  first  and  all  the  letters,  orders,  with 
the  Complaint,  came  to  me  not  more  than  ten  days 
before  the  Proclamation  was  here  made. 

To  Jeremiah  Dumer.  Esq".  London. 
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COMMISSIONERS    OF   THE    CUSTOMS   TO    THE    GOVERNOR 
OF  CONNECTICUT. 

Sir:  The  Bearer  hereof,  James  Stevens,  Esq"", 
being  Deputed  by  Us,  pursu*  to  a  Warr'  from  the 
Lords  Commissioners  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  Sur- 
veyor General  of  the  North  part  of  the  Continent 
of  America,  in  the  room  of  Mr.  Lechmere,  super- 
ceeded,  and  he  having  received  Instructions  from  Us 
for  the  more  effectual  putting  in  execution  the  Laws 
relating  to  Trade  and  Navigation,  We  desire  you  will 
please  to  be  assisting  with  your  authority  to  the  said 
Stevens,  and  the  other  Officers  of  the  Customs  under 
his  inspection,  as  they  shall  have  occasion  to  apply 
to  you.  And  also  that  you  will  strictly  command  all 
Officers  and  Ministers  employed  under  you  to  be  assist- 
ing to  them  in  putting  in  execution  the  Laws  against 
illegal  trade,  that  the  service  under  our  management 
may  be  effectually  carried  on. 

We  are,  S^, 
Your  most  humble  Serv*^ 

WALTER  YONGE. 
.    J.   STANLEY. 
ROBT.  BAYLIS. 
C.   PEERS. 
Custom  Ho,  London, 
7  Octr,   1727. 
[Superscribed]      For  His  Majesty's  Service. 
To  His  Excellency  the   Governour 

and  Comander  in  chief  of  His 
Majesty's  Province  of  Connecticut, 
in   New  England. 

governor  TALCOTT  to  LIEUT.-GOV.  WILLIAM  DUMMER. 

Hartford,  Ocr  i6,  1727. 
Sir:      I    rec'd    your    Hon"    letter   of  and 

having  laid  before  the  General  Assembly  this  instant 
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October  your  letter,  with  the  Acts  of  your  General 
Assembly,  mentioning  the  infirm  estate  of  health  our 
Agent  is  in,  and  much  questioning  whether  he  would 
be  found  capable  of  so  much  as  having  the  Address  of 
your  Assembly  presented  to  his  Majestic,  asking  their 
advice  upon  the  whole.  Respecting  our  money  lodged 
in  your  hands,  which  is  for  the  defence  of  the  priv- 
ileges of  this  Colony,  that  178  £  of  said  sum  shall 
be  forthwith  sent  to  our  Agent,  to  be  by  him  im- 
proved for  the  service  aforesaid,  and  the  remaining 
part  of  the  356'^  will  remain  in  the  hands  of  Wm. 
Dummer  Esq'",  at  Boston,  until  our  Agent  send  for 
it,  or  he  have  further  orders  from  this  Assembly  for 
the  disposal  of  it,  and  his  Hon''  the  Gov''  is  desired 
to  see  that  this  Order  is  attended,  and  to  desire  the 
Hon^^®  Lt.  Gov''  Dummer,  Esq""  to  take  care  that  upon 
delivery  of  said  money  a  Receipt  be  taken,  that  it  is 
received  for  the  use  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
to  defend  the  privileges  thereof  against  the  Complaints 
of  Mr.  John  Winthrop,  which  your  Hon""  will  please 
to  comply  with.*  I  shall  now  draw  the  Agent's  salary, 
and  send  to  you  by  the  first  opportunity.  You  hint 
of  our  agent's  mention  in  his  to  you,  of  our  being 
something  in  arrears  to  him  in  his  salary.  I  suppose 
his  intimation  on  that  head  arises  only  upon  our  neg- 
lecting to  draw  his  salary  in  October  last,  as  had  been 
usual,  deferred  it  until  May,  and  thereby  our  acc't 
thereof  was  not  sent  him  in  the  usual  season,  and 
he  supposes  it  not  drawn.  But  your  Hon'  knows  it 
hath  been  sent  to  you,  and  I  shall  not  add,  but  am, 
Sir, 

Your   Hon"  humble  obedient  Servant, 

J.   TALCOTT. 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  125. 
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LIEUT.-GOVERNOR  DUMMER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
Sir:  I  think  it  necessary  and  for  His  Majesty's 
Service  to  inform  you  of  divers  barbarous  piracies  and 
murthers  committed  by  the  Indians  of  Cape  Sables 
and  Nova  Scotia,  (who  have  lately  submitted  them- 
selves to  His  Majesty  by  their  solemn  Treaty)  on  His 
Maj^'^*^^  subjects  belonging  both  to  this  Province  and 
Great   Britain. 

On  the  14th  of  August  last  about  twenty-five  of 
those  Indians  went  over  to  Port  Abasque  in  New- 
foundland, and  by  force  of  arms  took  the  sloop  Mary 
of  this  place,  John  Fillieul  Master,  with  her  cargo 
to  the  value  of  about  ;^2,ooo,  frighted  the  men  into 
the   woods,  and  made   a  prisoner  of  the   master. 

Some  time  in  September  last  two  scooners  belong- 
ing to  Marblehead  being  at  jedove  on  the  Coast  of 
Cape  Sables,  the  Indians  decoy'd  them  ashoar  and 
then  made  prisoners  of  two  of  them  (one  escaping) 
and  drove  the  men  before  them  'into  the  woods.  Soon 
after  two  guns  were  heard,  by  which  it  was  sup- 
posed   they   were   killed. 

On  the  30th  of  September  a  sloop  of  Martha's 
Vineyard  being  in  at  Liscoms .  Harbour  on  the  said 
Coast,  they  were  hailed  from  the  shoar  by  an  Ind- 
ian, whom  they  apprehended  to  be  an  Englishman 
cast  away  in  the  last  storm.  When  they  came  ashoar, 
the  Indian  pretended  peace  and  friendship  and  offered 
to  trade  with  them,  and  then  retreating  drop'ed  on 
the  ground.  Upon  w'ch  an  ambush  of  Indians  rose 
out  of  the  woods  and  fired  a  great  many  shot  on 
the  English,  who  taking  to  their  boat  return'd  to 
their  vessel  and  got  no  harm,  tho  the  bullets  came 
about  them  as  long  as  they  were  in  reach  of  the 
Indians   guns. 
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On  the  fifth  instant  the  brigantine  Paramarabo 
and  sloop  Wm.  &  Mary  being  at  Liscoms  Harbour 
aforesaid,  the  Indians  call'd  the  men  ashoar,  and 
being  come  saluted  them  kindly,  calling  them  Broth- 
ers, and  then  beckon 'd  to  them  to  go  back  to  their 
boat,  and  as  soon  as  their  backs  were  turn'd,  they 
took  up  their  guns  that  lay  conceal'd  in  the  bushes 
and  fired  on  them  and  kill'd  two  outright,  and 
wounded  three  more,  two  of  whom  it  is  thought  will 
dy  of  their  wounds. 

I  have  these  several  facts  well  attested  by  the 
persons  that  were  present;  and  they  are  such  noto- 
rious breaches  of  the  peace,  and  without  the  least 
provocation  on  the  side  of  the  English  as  I  suppose 
no  person  can  think  they  are  tamely  to  be  born  by 
any  Govern m^  I  am  now  using  the  easiest  and 
most  moderate  methods  that  can  be  thought  of  to 
obtain  satisfaction  and  reparation  of  these  injuries, 
and  to  have  the  actors  deliver'd  up  to  justice;  and 
shall  inform  you  of  the  success. 
I   am,   Sir, 

Your   very   humble   Servant, 

WM.   DUMMER. 

Boston,  Oct.  20,  1727. 

I  have  sent  one  of  your  Packets  to  Lond^  by 
Cap*  Hamerden:  the  duplicate  will  be  sent  by  Cap* 
Romans  who  is  to  sail  next  week.  With  this  you'l 
receive  a  Packet  w'ch  came  by  the  latter  under 
cover  to  me  the  last  week  from  the  vSecret'y  of 
States   office. 

[Superscribed]    Gov  Talcot. 
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LIEUT.-GOVERNOR   DUMMER  OF   MASSACHUSETTS  TO 
GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 

Boston  nth  Dec.  1727. 

S\-  I  received  yours  of  the  13  past,  inclosing-  one 
for  your  Agent  Mr.  Dummer  which  I  deliver'd  with 
my  own  to  Capt.  Crocker  who  sail'd  for  Lond°  last 
Saturday,  and  by   the   s*^   ship   I   remitted  according  to 

your  desire,   to  the   Agent   ^.178  .. ..  3,  the  invoice 

whereof  I  now  inclose  you  a  copy  of.  I  wrote  him  at 
the  same  time  that  it  was  your  direction  that  the 
money  be  imploy'd  in  the  defence  of  the  Colony 
against   Mr.  Winthrop's   Complaints. 

I  wrote  my  Bro'  sometime  since,  that  I  received  a 
letter  from  you  of  the  i6th  of  Octob""  wherein  you 
acquainted  me  that  you  would  draw  out  his  Salary 
and  send  it  me  by  the  first  opportunity,  but  your  let- 
ters since  make  no  mention  thereof.  We  have  4  of 
the  principal  Indians  of  Penobscot  and  Norridgawack 
arrived  here,  in  order  to  enter  into  measures  for  obtain- 
ing satisfaction  of  the  Cape  Sable  Indians,  to  wh  they 
seem  well  set. 

I  am  S"",  Y""  most  humble  Ser. 

WM.  DUMMER. 

[Indorsed]     Letter   from   G""   Dummer    of    Boston,   Dec"" 
II,   1727. 

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR   DUMMER   OF   MASSACHUSETTS  TO 
GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Boston,  31st  Janu.  1727. 
5"'".-  I  received  the  One  hundred  Pounds  you  sent 
me  for  your  Agent  the  29th  of  this  month,  of  the 
bearer  hereof,  for  wh  I  gave  my  receipt,  and  I  shall  by 
the  first  vessell  for  Lond".  acquaint  the  Agent  thereof. 
My  last  accounts  from  my  Brother  were  that  he  was 
much    better,   and    finding    the    country   air    to    be    of 
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service  to  him  lie  cliose  to  be  pretty  mucli  there,  for 
wh  reason  he  wrote  to  the  Genr^  Court  of  this  Prov- 
ince either  to  dismiss  him,  or  to  joyne  some  person  w* 
him  that  might  be  alwayes  in  Towne.  Accordingly 
they  have  desired  Mr.  Wilks  to  assist  him  in  case  of 
his  indisposition.  He  never  mention'd  anything  to  me 
of  quitting  your  Agency. 
I  am  S^ 

Y'  most  obd*  humble  Ser^ 

WM.  DUMMER. 
Gov.  Talcott. 

[Indorsed]     Gov'.     Dummer    Jan.     31.     172I.      Rec4ng 
Agents  Salary. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS  TO  GOVERNOR 
TALCOTT. 

Sir:  Having  by  the  inclosed  letter  to  Mr,  Ste- 
vens, Surveyor  General  of  the  Northern  part  of  the 
Continent  of  Atnerica,  acquainted  him  that  we  have 
issued  forth  a  new  Deputation  to  Mr.  Shackmaple,  Col- 
lector of  Connecticut,  and  directed  him  to  take  care 
that  the  Bond  inclosed  therein  be  executed  before 
proper  Witnesses  and  returned  to  us.  —  We  desire  in 
case  Mr.  Stevens  is  absent  in  the  other  parts  of  his 
Survey,  that  you  will  please  to  give  directions  that  the 
said  Bond  be  accordingly  executed  before  proper  Wit- 
nesses, and  forwarded  to  Mr.  Stevens  together  with  his 
letter,  in  order  to  be  returned  by  him  to  us. 
We  are,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Serv^', 
B.  FAIRFAX.  CHARLES   PEERS. 

J.  STANLEY. 
G.  WALKER. 
Custom  Ho.  London,  21  March,  1727. 


GOVERNOR  JENCKS.  I05 

[Superscribed]     On  His  Majesty's  Especial  Service. 
To  His  Excellency,  The  Governour  and  Commander 
in  Chief  of  His  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

GOVERNOR   JENCKS*    OF    RHODE   ISLAND  TO   GOVERNOR 

TALCOTT. 

Newport  12th  April  1728. 
Sir :  Yours  of  the  19th  of  March  came  safe  to  my 
hand,  but  not  till  the  Sixth  curr^.  I  have  also  had 
the  sight  of  a  letter  directed  to  Mr.  Richard  Ward,  in 
Newport,  dated  Hartford  January  15th  172^,  but  from 
whom  it  came  I  am  not  certain,  their  being  no  name 
subscribed  to  it,  but  conclude  that  to  be  only  a  forget- 
ful omission.  The  said  letter  informs  that  at  that  time 
you  had  not  received  any  account  from  Great  Britain 
of  the  Settlement  of  the  Line  between  the  Colonies 
&c.  yet  nevertheless,  at  the  session  of  our  Assembly 
in  February  last,  many  of  the  members  thereof  being 
desirous  that  the  said  Line  might  be  settled  according 
to  his  Majesty's  determination,  as  well  for  preventing 
for  the  future  such  unreasonable  destruction  made  upon 
their  timber  as  for  more  than  twenty  years  past  has 
been  made  by  Connecticut  men,  as  for  quieting  men's 
possessions  bounded  by  that  Line,  did  obtain  an  Act 
for  the  proceeding  on  that  work  on  the  15  th  of  this 
instant  April,  (as  Mr.  Secretary  Ward  has  informed 
your  Honour,)  hoping  that  before  the  said  time  you 
might  receive  from  Great  Britain  a  full  account  of  his 
Majesty's  determination.  Indeed  I  must  acknowledge 
that  your  Government's  not  being  in  a  capacity,  with- 

*  Joseph  Jencks,  born  1656,  died  June  15,  1740,  He  was  appointed  agent 
of  Rhode  Island  in  England,  on  account  of  the  refusal  of  Connecticut  to 
accept  the  bounds  between  the  two  colonies,  as  settled  by  the  commissioners 
of  both  at  Stonington  in  1703,  and  later  he  was  one  of  the  four  commiss- 
ioners appointed  to  run  the  line.  Governor  of  Rhode  Island,  1 727-1 732. — 
Austin's  Genealogical  Dictionary  of  Rhode  Island,  112-iij. 
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out  much  trouble  and  charge,  to  choose  a  committee 
to  join  with  ours  until  May  next,  was  not  so  timely 
considered  as  it  ought  to  have  been.  But  that  your 
Honour  and  the  rest  of  the  Gentlemen  in  your  Govern- 
ment may  be  sensible  that  we  have  no  desire  that  a 
matter  of  such  consequence  as  the  ascertaining  the 
Botmdary  Line  between  the  two  Governments  is,  should 
be  done  ex  Parte,  I  had  by  and  with  the  advice  of  the 
General  Council  of  this  Colony,  (before  your  letter  came 
to  hand,)  put  a  stop  to  our  committee's  proceed  thereon, 
in  order  to  give  you  the  opportunity  of  joining  with 
us  in  that  affair,  as  also  hoping  that  your  Government 
will  have  a  greater  regard  to  the  determination  of  his 
Majesty  in  Council  than  they  had  to  their  own  Agree- 
ment made  with  ours  in  the  year  1703.  I  can  heartily 
join  with  your  Honour  in  saying  a  final  issue  of  the 
unhappy  controversy  is  that  which  I  very  much  desire, 
and  that  such  measures  may  be  taken  as  may  end  in 
the  most  amicable  and  friendly  manner,  and  I  think 
may  with  great  modesty  say,  that  had  our  government 
been  the  aggressors  in  so  unhappy  a  controversy,  they 
would  have  had  just  cause  to  reflect  blame  upon 
themselves. 

Sir,  as  to  what  you  say  about  sending  some  Gen- 
tlemen with  the  account  we  have  received,  I  dare  not 
promise  such  a  thing,  it  being  what  will  lye  with  the 
Assembly  to  order,  and  to  send  you  a  full  copy  now 
of  their  Lordship's  proceedings  in  that  affair  with  the 
figures  thereto  annexed,  as  presented  to  his  Majesty, 
will  require  considerable  time  as  well  as  skill  to  draw 
it,  but  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  determination  I  send 
you  herewith  inclosed,  and  remain 

Your  Honour's  very  humble  Servant, 

J.  JENCKS. 

To  the  Hon^i'^  Jos.  Talcott,  Esq'.  Gov'  of  Connecticut. 
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REV.    ELIPHALET   ADAMS*  TO   GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 

N.  London,  May  3d  1728. 
Honoured  Sir :  Yesterday  Capt.  Mason  was  at  my 
house  with  seven  of  his  young  Indian  Scholars,  when 
I  had  an  opportunity  to  hear  them  read;  some  were  in 
their  Psalters  and  some  in  their  Primers.  They  can 
spell  very  prettily,  and  some  of  them  can  read  pretty 
tolerably  without  spelling.  He  assures  me  the  same  of 
the  rest  who  did  not  come  down  with  him  now,  and 
he  thinks  that  he  shall  have  about  thirty  Scholars 
this  summer,  boys  and  girls.  They  could  say  the 
Lord's  Prayer,  the  Creed  and  the  Ten  commandments 
very  readily,  and  a  pretty  deal  in  Mr.  Cotton's  Cate- 
chism entitled  Milk  for  Babes.  They  have  not  yet 
been  entered  in  the  assembly's  Catechism,  but  this 
may  be  done  hereafter.  He  thinks  the  children  get 
more  acquaintance  with  the  things  as  they  do  better 
understand  the  language  and  become  more  expert  in 
reading.  They  seem  to  love  their  books  and  to  be  de- 
sirous of  learning.  Capt.  Mason  seems  to  me  to  have 
been  faithful  in  his  undertaking  and  to  be  worthy  of 
encouragement.  I  forget  whether  I  have  heretofore 
acquainted  your  Honour  that  Ben  Uncas,  the  present 
Chief  of  the  Mohegin  Indians,  hath  a  while  since 
in  a  time   of  sickness  been  very  much  awakened  and 


*Rev.  Eliphalet  Adams  was  born  in  Dedham,  Mass.,  March  26,  1677; 
graduated  from  Harvard  College  1694;  was  engaged  as  assistant  to  Rev. 
Dr.  Colman,  in  the  Brattle  Street  Church,  Boston,  1701-1703;  ordained  over 
the  church  in  New  London,  Feb.  9,  1708-9;  remained  there  until  his  death, 
Oct.  4,  1753.  He  was  employed  by  the  Society  for  the  Propagation  of 
the  Gospel  in  New  England,  as  their  agent  with  the  Indians  in  the  eastern 
part  of  Connecticut,  and  was  much  interested  in  promoting  their  welfare. 
For  several  years  he  made  a  regular  annual  preaching  tour 'from  tribe  to 
tribe,  and  reported  the  results  of  his  labors  to  the  Society  by  whom  he 
was  employed.  —  Spr ague's  Annals  of  the  American  Pulpit,  I.  2jj-j6.  Miss 
Caulkins'  Memoir  of  Rev.  William  and  Rev.  Eliphalet  Adams,  34,  JS- 
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concerned  to  think  what  would  become  of  him  if  he 
should  die  in  his  state  of  ignorance  and  sin  :  but  God 
being  pleased  to  spare  him  and  his  distress  continuing, 
he  applied  himself  to  me  for  some  instructions  in  reli- 
gion, which  I  have  endeavoured  to  give  him  as  I  have 
had  opportunity,  as  far  as  our  unacquaintedness  with 
each  others  language  would  permit.  He  hath  already 
come  to  a  determination  to  leave  off  his  drinking  and 
quarrelling  and  attend  the  English  meetings  on  the 
Lord's  Days,  which  resolution  he  hath  pretty  tolerably 
kept  to  hitherto  and  he  assures  me  he  intends  to  abide 
by.  He  with  some  others  have  desired  me  that  I 
would  acquaint  them  with  the  principles  which  we 
hold  in  religion  and  they  give  me  to  understand  that 
it  is  their  opinion  the  Indians  would  attend  upon  such 
instructions.  I  intend  to  make  some  experiment  this 
summer  and  I  should  be  glad  of  your  Honour  and  the 
General  Assembly's  countenance  and  encouragement  in 
the  thing.  Who  can  tell  whether  a  door  may  not  be 
opened  for  the  bringing  some  of  them  to  the  acknowl- 
edgment of  the  truth,  who  have  so  long  sat  in  darkness 
and  preferred  it  to  the  light,  because  their  deeds  were 
evil.  The  instruction  of  the  children  may  pave  the 
way  for  yet  greater  things.  Doubtless  the  design  is 
worthy  of  the  thoughts  and  care  of  Christian  Govern- 
ments ;  and  how  can  we  better  shew  our  thankfulness 
to  God  for  the  good  land  in  which  he  hath  settled  us, 
and  which  was  once  theirs,  we  having  obtain 'd  it  from 
them  at  easie  rates,  than  by  watching  for  and  improv- 
ing all  opportunity es  to  communicate  to  them  our  spir- 
itual things?  Or  how  can  we  endure  to  wSee  them  per- 
ishing for  lack  of  knowledge,  in  the  very  midst  of  us 
too,  when  there  is  any,  though  but  a  remote  prospect 
of  their  attending  to  any  overtures  that  may  be  made 
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to  them  for  their  spiritual  good?  What  I  am  most 
apprehensive  of  as  a  block  in  their  way,  to  hinder 
their  spiritual  advantage,  is  their  general  inclination  to 
Strong  Drink,  which  corrupt  humour  of  theirs  many 
inconsiderate  people,  notwithstanding  its  being  so  con- 
trary to  the  laws  and  Christian  Charity,  are,  for  the  sake 
of  a  little  filthy  lucre,  too  ready  to  feed.  This  vile 
practice  would  be  worthy  of  the  zeal  and  piety  of  our 
Civil  Fathers,  if  possible,  to  suppress  it.  I  have  almost 
transgressed  the  bounds  of  an  epistle,  which  freedom 
your  Honour  will  please  to  excuse,  and  I  leave  it  entirely 
to  your  Honour  either  to  communicate  this  account 
which  I  have  given  to  the  Assembly  or  to  make  what 
other  use  of  it  you  in  your  wisdom  shall  see  fit.  I 
cannot  conclude  without  asking  leave  to  wish  that  you 
may  ever  be  assisted  in  that  high  station  wherein  Prov- 
idence hath  placed  you,  and  that  God  would  please  to 
prosper  more  and  more  your  cares  and  endeavors  for 
our  good.     I  am  with  great  respect 

Your  Honour's  Most  Humble  Servant, 

ELIPHALET   ADAMS. 
For   the    Hon^'^   Joseph   Talcott.    Esq.   Governour  of 
Connecticut  at  Hartford. 

REV.  BENJAMIN  LORD*  OF  NORV^ICH  TO  GOVERNOR 

TALCOTT. 

I  understand  that  Capt.  Mason,  the  instructor  of 
the  Indians  at  Mohegan,  hath  been  advis'd  to  take  some 
of  his  scholars  to  the  Rev<^  Mr.  Adams  and  to  me,  to 
the  end  we  might  observe  their  progress  in  learning, 
and  from   thence   recommend  to   your   Honor  and   (by 


*Rev.  Benjamin  Lord  was  born  in  Saybrook,  Conn.,  May  31,  1694; 
grad.  Yale  College,  1714;  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  in  Norwich,  Nov. 
20,  1717;  died  there  March  31,  i-jS^.  — Spr ague's  Annals  of  the  American 
Pulpit,  I.  2g7-gg.      Yale  Biographies  and  Annals,  120-33. 
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yourself)  to  the  General  Assembly  the  design  of  their 
education  as  worthy  of  the  favourable  notice  and  en- 
couragement of  the  Honourable  House. 

Accordingly  this  day  he  bro't  a  number  of  them 
to  me,  and  gave  me  opportunity  of  being  an  ear  witness 
to  the  surprising  proficiency  they  have  made  in  the 
English  school,  which  they  entred  but  i8  months  past. 
I  observed  they  read  with  a  considerable  degree  of 
freedom,  exactness  and  judgment.  While  some  read  in 
their  Primers  and  others  in  their  Psalters  they  all  spelt 
well,  and  some  of  them  I  perceived  were  able  to  read 
off  a  Psalm  roundly  without  spelling.  And  their  drop- 
ping of  the  Indian  and  falling  so  readily  into  the  Eng- 
lish tone  and  pronunciation  to  such  a  wonderful  degree 
of  conformity  made  me  think  they  might  quickly  be- 
come great  proficients  in  the  language  and  manners  of 
the  English,  if  followed  with  their  present  happy  and 
faithful  instruction.  Again,  I  observed  when  they  were 
catechized  that  they  recited  memoriter  a  considerable 
part  of  the  first  principles  of  Religion,  and  with  a  be- 
coming gravity,  still  keeping  to  the  English  tone  and 
pronunciation,  and  all  with  but  little  hesitation,  when 
yet  no  steady  certain  method  was  kept  to  in  their 
examination,  which  was  to  me  a  further  proof  of  their 
readiness  in  those  things.  Upon  the  whole  I  couldn't 
forbear  thinking  that  there  is  great  probability  of 
their  coming  to  a  good  knowledge  of  the  principles 
of  Religion,  as  well  as  skill  in  the  English  language, 
if  kept  to  their  Learning.  And  I  believe  this  is  the 
most  likely  season  for  it  that  ever  there  was  or  will 
ever  be.  They  are  wonderfully  suited  with  a  School- 
master, who  is  truly  a  Gentleman  as  eminently  accom- 
plish'd  for  as  industrious  and  faithful  in  the  service,  and 
they   very  remarkably    inclined    to   receive   instruction, 
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and  of  late  something  inclined  to  attend  the  publick 
worship. 

Laying  these  things  together,  it  appears  to  me 
very  fit  that  they  should  have  all  proper  encourage- 
ment to  their  progress,  and  if  there  be  no  impropriety 
in  my  speaking  freely  my  own  tho'ts  on  this  head,  the 
Government  wou'd  but  correspond  with  the  present  call 
of  Providence,  to  afford  some  encouragement  annually 
to  this  good  design,  (at  least  for  a  while,)  'til  they  are 
able  to  proceed  without.  'Tis  true  they  have  had  and 
still  have  some  considerable  help  from  abroad,  but  as 
that  don't  prove  sufficient,  so  the  Honorable  Corpora- 
tion think  we  may  do  something  for  them,  especially 
since  they  live  among  us,  and  'tis  not  unjust  to  ob- 
serve, that  their  example  should  influence  and  provoke 
to  the  like  good  work  of  piety  and  charity  ;  and  'then 
the  nature,  tendency  and  hopeful  good  consequents  of 
this  design  carry  argument  to  excite  us  to  a  commend- 
able liberality.  It  must  needs  (I  think)  be  honorary  to 
a  Government  as  well  as  influential  on  their  pros- 
perity and  safety,  by  proper  measures  to  encourage  a 
design  which  hath  so  visible  a  relation  -to  the  Honor  of 
God,  and  manifest  a  tendency  to  the  enlargement  and 
advancement  of  Christ's  Kingdom  among  us;  and  it  is 
to  be  hoped  what  is  freely  expended  this  way  is  lodged 
in  that  exchequer  whence  the  distributions  will  be 
more  than  doubled  to  the  donors. 

And  forasmuch  as  your  Honor  is  the  most  proper 
and  effectual  door  of  entrance  into  the  Honourable 
House  now  sitting,  the  present  affair  may  be  committed 
to  yourself  in  order  to  recommend  it  to  the  Assembly, 
and  'tis  to  be  hoped  your  Honour  will  improve  your 
interest  and  influence  for  the  promotion  and  encour- 
agement of  the  design  abovesaid,  which,  with  all  dutiful 
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regards  to  your  Honor,  and  the  whole  House,  and 
earnest  prayers  for  your  and  their  influence  and  assist- 
ance from  above,  in  the  affairs  of  the  present  session, 
and  all  others  which  concern  God's  glory  and  the  pub- 
lick  welfare,  is  the  desire   of 

Your  Honor's  very  Humble  Servant, 

BENJAMIN  LORD. 

For  the  Honourable  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'",  Governor 
of  his  Majesties  Colony  of  Connecticut  In  Hart- 
ford. 

[Indorsed]  To  be  communicated  to  the  General  As- 
sembly. 

GOVERNOR    JENCKS    OF    RHODE    ISLAND    TO    GOVERNOR 

TALCOTT. 

Newport  the  9th  day  of  May  1728. 

Hon^^'^  Sir:  I  am  directed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly of  this  Colony  to  send  to  your  Honour  the  act  of 
our  Assembly  appointing  Commissioners  to  run  the 
line  between  the  two  Colonies  agreeable  to  his  Majes- 
ty's determination,  which  the  Commissioners  of  this 
Colony  will  have  with  them  at  Warwick  southwest 
corner,  where  your  Commissioners  will  see  the  same, 
on  the  2ist,  current.^ 

The  reason  that  pushes  our  Assembly  on  so  vig- 
orous is,  the  great  damage  and  destruction  daily  done 
on  the  east  side  of  the  line  by  your  inhabitants,  and 
the  season  advances  so  fast  that  if  it  be  omitted  but 
one  week  longer  there  will  be  no  possibility  of  doing 
it  till  next  fall. 

I  am.  Sir,  your  humble  servant, 

J.  JENCKS. 
The  Hon^^"  Jos.  Talcott,  Esq. 


*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  156-7,  178-80. 
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REV.  JOHN  DAVENPORT*  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

May  the  8*\   1728. 
Hond"'  Sir:  ^ 

I  hope  it  may  not  find  an  111  Construction  to  drop 
a  word  or  two  in  yo'"  hono^«  ears.  That  it  may  be  a 
Difficulty  in  the  account  of  not  a  very  few  that  have 
known  and  respected  the  late  Deputy  Governor  Gold,t 
known  to  have  so  well  deserved  of  the  Governm*  he 
sustained  so  high  a  post  in,  that  they  cant  so  easily  re- 
solve, wherefore  in  the  vacancy  of  places  of  Goverm* 
in  that  Town,  still  the  remains  of  that  Valuable 
Name  have  been  forgotten,  unless  indeed  those  that 
remain  of  him  should  be  utterly  undeserving  notice. 
And  in  special  the  Eldest  Son:}:  of  that  Hon^'^  man, 
who  for  more  than  years  of  one  apprenticeship  or  even 
two,  has  been  improved  in  the  Court,  and  of  known 
piety  and  conscience,  and  of  staid  years,  and  possibly 
not  the  least  likely  to  appear  against  rampant  vice 
which  (so  many  great  Names  as  Gold,  Burr  and  Wake- 
man  covered  with  the  clods)  threatens  if  some  do  not 
misreport,  the  ruin  of  that  place.  How  improper  such 
an  item  may  be  thought,  is  humbly  submitted  to  y"^ 
hono"  wisdom  by 

Hon^>«  Sir 

Yo""  hono"  most  hum^'   Obed'  Serv* 

JNo    DAVENPORT. 

*  Rev.  John  Davenport  was  born  in  Boston,  Feb.  22,  1668,  son  of  John 
Davenport,  and  grandson  of  the  famous  Rev.  John  Davenport  of  New 
Haven.  He  graduated  at  Harvard  College,  1687  ;  was  settled  pastor  at  Stam- 
ford in  1693,  and  remained  there  until  his  death,  Feb,  5,  1731.  His  first  wife 
was  Martha,  widow  of  John  Selleck,  and  daughter  of  Nathan  Gold.  He  was 
a  member  of  the  Synod  of  Saybrook  in  1708,  and  a  Fellow  of  the  Corporation 
of  Yale  College  from  1707  until  his  death.  —  Davenport  Genealogy,  i8o-gj. 
Sibley's  Harvard  Graduates,  III.  j6g-74. 

+  Hon.  Nathan  Gold,  of  Fairfield,  deputy-governor  from  1708  until  his 
death,  Oct.  3,  1723.  He  was  also  judge  of  the  county  and  probate  courts, 
and  judge  of  the  Superior  Court,  1712-1723.  His  first  wife  was  Hannah, 
daughter  of  Lieut.-Col.  John  Talcott,  and  sister  of  Gov.  Talcott.  —Colonial 
Records,  V.  20,  Jj2,    VL  ji6,  414.     Talcott  Pedigree,  jy. 

%  Mr.  John  Gould  was  appointed  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  Fairfield  County, 
in  May,  1728.  —  Colonial  Records,    VIL  1J4. 
IS 
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I  heartily  concur  with  what  is  offered  above  to  yo"" 
Honour  relating  to  M'  John  Gold  of  our  Town  by  the 
Reverend  Mr.  Davenport  of  Stamford. 

Yo'"  Hon'"'  most  humble  and  obedient  Servant 

JOSEPH  WEBB.-^- 

Fairfield,  May  9"\  1728. 

May  it  pleese  y  Hon  : 

I  beg  the  favour  of  being  admitted  into  partner- 
ship with  my  Rev''  fathers  in  what  is  humbly  hinted 
above,  and  to  be  accounted  as  I  am 

Yo'  Hon"  most  dutiful  and  Ob.  Servant  &c. 

SAM^^  COOKE.t 

Stratfield,:}:  May  9,  1728. 
To  the  Hon^'«  Gov"" 

Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'. 

[Indorsed]  M'  Davenports  Letters  of  G'  Gold 
family. 

GOVERNOR   TALCOTT   TO   THE  GENERAL   ASSEMBLY. 

Upon  consideration  of  the  news  from  England 
respecting  M'"  Winthrop's  obtaining  a  Reversal  of  the 
Judgment,  as  intimated  in  the  agents  letter.  And  we 
are  now  further  Informed  by  M'  Kelog  of  Weathers- 
field  that  M'  W"  Clark  of  Boston  show'd  him  a  Print 
that  was  sent  from  England,  which  Kelog  read.  And 
he  saith  the  Print  held  forth  as  he  took  it,  to  declare 
the  Law  of  this  Colony,   Respecting  the  settlement   of 


*Rev.  Joseph  Webb  was  born  May  lo,  1666,  in  Boston  ;  graduated  at 
Harvard  College,  1684  ;  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  in  Fairfield,  Aug.  15, 
1694;   where  he    died    Sept.    12,    1732.  —  Sibley's    Harvard    Graduates.    12/. 

301-305- 

+  Rev.  Samuel  Cooke  was  born  in  Guilford,  Nov.  22,  1687 ;  graduated  at 
Yale  College,  1705  ;  rector  of  the  Hopkins  Grammar  School,  New  Haven, 
1707-1715;  became  pastor  of  the  church  m  Stratfield  in  1716,  and  remained 
there  until   his  death,   Dec.   2,   1747. —  Yale  Biographies  and  Annals,  2g-jj. 

%An  ecclesiastical  society  formed  from  portions  of  the  towns  of  Strat- 
ford and  Fairfield. 
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Intestate  Estates  (by  the  King  and  Council)  to  be  va- 
cate and  made  void;  which  if  true  doth  it  not  call  for 
a  further  consideration  of  this  Assembly,  whether  there 
ought  not  to  be  further  and  speedy  care  taken  to  send 
our  Pleas  to  prevent  if  possible  any  thing  of  that 
Nature,  and  if  such  a  Declaration  should  be  irrevocably 
past,  to  procure  a  saving  or  quieting  to  the  Estates 
already  settled.  Or  whether  it-  doth  not  stand  this 
Govment  for  hand  at  this  juncture  to  send  another 
agent  to  espouse  our  cause  before  his  Majestie  in 
Council,  which    I    offer   unto   your   consideration. 

J.  TALCOTT. 
May  28*\  1728. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  JONATHAN  BELCHER.* 
Sir :    Not   being    favor'd    with     opportunity    as     I 
expected   at   your   return   to   Hartford,  I    had    not    the 
advantage  of  letting  you   know  my  thoughts  respecting 

♦Jonathan  Belcher  was  born  Jan.  8,  1681-2,  the  son  of  Andrew  Belcher 
of  Cambridge,  a  prosperous  merchant  (first  in  Hartford,  then  in  Boston), 
and  a  provincial  councillor.  He  was  graduated  from  Harvard  College 
in  1699;  then  spent  six  years  traveling  in  Europe,  and  during  that  time 
twice  visited  the  Court  of  Hanover  (before  the  Protestant  succession  took 
place  in  the  family  of  Brunswick)  and  received  a  gold  medal  from  the 
Electress  Sophia.  Returning  home  he  became  a  merchant,  a  representa- 
tive in  the  General  Court,  and  a  member  of  the  Council.  Hutchinson  and 
Allen  give  very  favorable  accounts  of  his  character,  but  historians  gen- 
erally consider  him  as  an  adroit  and  not  over-sensitive  politician.  He 
possessed  uncommon  gracefulness  of  person  and  elegance  of  manners, 
and  many  accomplishments ;  his  inclinations  would  have  led  him  to  cul- 
tivate the  society  of  men  of  letters.  For  years  he  was  known  as  a  high- 
prerogative  man  ;  then  he  turned  about  and  espoused  the  popular  side  in 
the  quarrel  with  Burnet  about  a  stated  salary.  The  House  then  appointed 
him  agent  in  London  to  advance  its  interests  in  the  appeal  to  the  King 
against  Burnet,  without  the  concurrence  of  the  Council  (the  Council 
steadily  refused  its  assent  to  his  being  paid).  When  the  tidings  of  Bur- 
net's death  arrived.  Belcher  contrived  to  convince  the  home  government 
that  he  was  admirably  suited  for  the  office  of  arbiter  in-  the  matter  at 
issue.  It  was  thought  that  the  Legislature  which  had  chosen  him  to  be 
agent  could  not  fail  to  welcome  him  as  Governor,  and  he  was  commiss- 
ioned Jan.  8,  1730.  The  troubles  about  the  fixed  salary  continued  under 
him,  and  there  were  also  difficulties  with  the  finances.  A  scheme  was  pro- 
posed for  a  Land  Bank,  which  Belcher  opposed  violently.    The  settlement 
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our  agency,  and  other  affairs  in  England,  nor  had  I 
the  advantage  of  having  your  thoughts,  &c,  and  am 
obliged  now  by  this  express  to  inform  you  that  laying 
before  our  General  Assembly  the  consideration  of  the 
general  report  we  have  of  the  ill  state  of  health  our 
agent  Dummer  is  in,  together  with  the  passage  in  two 
letters  I  rec'd  from  him,  one  dated  FeV  14th,  the 
other  Feb''  17th,  172I,  that  their  Lordships  had  given 
judgment  in  the  case  Winthrop  (vers.)  Lechmere,  in 
favor  of  the  appellant,  and  that  the  principal  argument 
on  Winthrop 's  side  was  our  Government  having  no 
power  by  our  Charter  to  make  laws  for  the  dividing 
property,  and  the  descent  of  real  estate  &c,  and  also  I 
informed  our  Assembly  that  one  Martin  Kelog  of 
Weathersfield  informed  me  that  M^  W"  Clark  of 
Boston  showed  him  a  print  last  week  in  Boston,  which 
came  from  England,  past  by  his  Majestic  in  Council, 
declaring  the  Laws  of  this  Colony  respecting  Intestate 
Estates  to  be  vacated,  and  other  pressing  matters  to  be 
laid  before  his  Majestic,  upon  which  our  Assembly 
have  desired  yourself  to  take  upon  you  the  agency  of 
this  Colony,  ^^  and  have  past  all  proper  acts  and  orders 
to  impower  yourself  in  concert  with  M'.  Jeremi 
Dumer,  Esq^,  if  he  be  capable  of  serving  of  us,  or  if 
otherwise  to  have  full   power  to  act   as  our   sole  agent, 

of  the  boundary  line  between  Massachusetts  and  New  Hampshire  was  also 
a  source  of  trouble.  He  was  accused  of  having  a  private  interest  in  the 
matter,  and  using  his  power  to  gain  his  own  advantage.  His  enemies  pre- 
vailed against  him  at  Court,  and  he  was  dismissed  May  7,  1741.  He  re- 
paired to  England  to  vindicate  his  character  and  conduct,  and  was  restored 
to  the  royal  favor,  and  appointed  in  1747  Governor  of  New  Jersey.  This 
office  he  held  during  the  remainder  of  his  life,  dying  at  EHzabethtown, 
Aug.  31,  1757.  He  owned  large  tracts  of  land  in  Connecticut,  particularly  at 
Mortlake,  now  Brooklyn,  and  was  one  of  the  owners  of  the  copper  mine  at 
Simshnvy.  —  Mefnoria/  History  of  Bos  to  ft,  II.  4jj.  Allen's  Biographical 
Dictionary.  Hutchinson,  II.  jdj,  jgy.  New  Hampshire  Provincial  Papers, 
IV.s(>i-  Hist. -Gen.  Register,  XXVII.  2jg-24^.  lamed' s  History  of  Wind- 
ham County,  I.  jg4. 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.   185. 
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if  M'".  Dummer's  circumstances  render  him  incapable  to 
assist ;  and  I  am  desired  by  our  Assembly  to  inform 
you  that  they  intreat  you  would  give  me  the  best 
acc't  you  can  of  the  estate  of  our  agent,  Jeremia 
Dumm"",  Esq^  of  the  print  M'  Clark  had,  and  any  other 
matter  relating  to  our  Colony  concerns.  And  if  upon 
inquiry  by  me  to  be  made  of  the  whole,  &c,  the  Coun- 
cil vshall  think  it  necessary,  we  are  desired  by  the 
Assembly  to  fit  and  make  out  and  give  proper  instruc- 
tions to  yourself,  with  powers,  &c. 

And  yourself  is  earnestly  desired  to  take  a  voyage 
to  Great  Britain,  on  the  agency  of  this  Colony,  which 
if  I  had  the  opportunity  I  expected  with  you  when  last 
at  Hartford,  I  should  (at  least)  have  given  you  a  hint 
of  my  thoughts  about ;  but  now,  Sir,  I  am  oblig'd  to 
give  you  to  understand  the  Acts  on  record  and  earnest 
desire  of  our  Assembly  who  hath  impower'd  myself 
with  the  Council  to  make,  as  I  hope,  suitable  remit- 
tances out  of  our  Treasury  for  so  great  an  undertaking; 
and  I  most  earnestly  solicit  you.  Sir,  on  this  Colony's 
behalf,  that  you  give  us  all  the  light  you  can  possibly 
come  at  respecting  the  premises ;  and  if  our  Council 
think  necessary  that  you  undertake  the  voyage,  that 
you  would  by  no  means  deny  our  request.  Sir,  our  As- 
sembly look  upon  you  to  be  at  least  half  a  Connecticut 
man  by  birth,*  alltho'  that's  no  honour  to  you,  yet 
that  and  the  great  estate  in  lands  you  have  within 
this  Colony,  together  with  the  assurances  we  have  of 
your  honour  and  other  merits  of  worth  gives  us  reason 
to  depend  intirely  upon  your  fidelity  in  this  and  what- 
soever else  you  can  be  persuaded  to  undertake.  And 
in  great  hopes  of  a  favorable  answer,  I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  humble  obed^  ServS 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  May  29th  1728. 

*  Belcher's  mother  was  Sarah,  daughter  of  Jonathan  Gilbert  of  Hart- 
ford, marshal  of  the  Connecticut  (ZoXony.  — Memorial  History  of  Boston,  II. 
jjo.     Sa-vage's  Genealogical  Dictionary,  II.  2^0. 
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P.  S.  Sir:  I  send  you  inclos'd  one  of  M^  Dum- 
mer's  letters,  having  with  me  a  duplicate,  and  this  is 
all  we  have  had  from  him  on  that  acc't.  Consider, 
this  came  with  the  ship  that  arrived  at  Boston  last 
week ;   the  other,  about  a  fortnight  before. 

To  JONATH.  Belcher,  Esq'. 

INSTRUCTION   FROM   THE    KING. 

Instruction   to   our   Trusty   and     Well 
George  R.      beloved    the    Governor    and    Company   of 
our   Colony   of   Connecticut   in   New   Eng- 
land   in    America,   and    to    the    Governor 
and     Company    of    our    said    Colony    for 
the    time    being.     Given   at   our    Court   at 
Richmond    the     iS^h    (j^y    of    June    1728, 
in   the   Second   Year   of   our   Reign. 
Whereas   we   have   been   graciously  pleased  to   con- 
stitute   and    appoint    a    Surveyor    General    of    all    Our 
Woods  in  North   America  with   proper   deputies   under 
him   in   order    the    better  to   secure    and    preserve    for 
the    use    of    Our    Royal    Navy   such    trees    as    shall    be 
found    proper    for    that    service :     It    is    Our   Will    and 
Pleasure,    that    you    be    aiding    and    assisting    to    the 
said    Surveyor    and    his    deputies,   and    that    you    give 
orders  to   all    officers    civil   and   military,   that  they   in 
their  several   stations   and   places  be   aiding  and  assist- 
ing to   the    said    Surveyor   or  his   deputies   in   prevent- 
ing the   destruction   of   Our  woods   in   that   Colony,   or 
in  punishing  such  as  shall  be  found    offending   therein. 

G.  R. 

DEPUTY-GOVERNOR  LAW  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
Hon^^^   Sir :     Upon    a .  report    that   M'.    Belcher   had 
accepted   of    the   Agency,   having    entertained   different 
sentiments  of  the   Act  of  the   King   and   Council   from 
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what  I  and  others  had  when  I  was  at  Hartford,  I 
made  bold  to  write  to  him,  a  copy  whereof  is  here 
inclosed,  for  which  I  ask  your  Hon""'  pardon.  It  is 
since  rumoured  among  us  that  he  has  refus'd  it, 
and  I  know  not  what  to  believe.  1  did  indeed  take 
your  Hour  and  Council's  thots  to  be  that  it  was 
proper  to  delay  that  matter  till  further  accounts  from 
Home,  or  at  least  for  some  time,  in  expectation  of 
it.  The  latter  part  of  what  I  wrote  to  M^  Belcher, 
I  then  had  but  little  dependance  upon,  but  since 
much  less,  because  I  have  observed  the  law  to  be 
of  no  ancienter  date  than  1699,  and  our  old  law 
book,  dated  in  1672,  prescribes  no  rule  excepting-  the 
righteousness  and  equity  lodg'd  in  the  breast  of  the 
County  Court.  At  present  it  seems  to  me  that  our 
safety  is  in  sitting  still,  unless  any  advantage  might 
be  in  gaining  the  opinions  of  the  Attorney  General 
and  Solicitor  upon  the  points  mention'd  to  M"". 
Belcher,  which  I  did  not  pretend  to  reduce  to  any 
form,  and  might  be  stated  something  after  this  man- 
ner, viz.  Whether  it  be  tfie  law  of  England,  that 
all  lands  holden  under  the  great  seal  of  England, 
out  of  the  Kingdom  of  England,  in  other  distinct 
Territories,  are  under  the  regulation  of  the  course 
and  rules  of  the  common  law  with  respect  to  claims 
and   entries,   as  they   are  with   respect  to   descent? 

Whether  it  be  the  law  of  England,  that  in  all 
countries  where  the  lands  are  holden  under  the  great 
seal  of  England,  that  all  limitations  of  writs  of  errour 
should  be  under  the  direction  of  the  rules  of  the  com- 
mon law? 

Whether  the  ancient  settlements  of  Intestate  Es- 
tates will  not  be  a  sufficient  bar  to  the  demands  of  the 
heir  at  law? 

Whether    those    judgments    and  settlements   which 
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were  made  according  to  the  law  as  it  was  universally 
taken  and  understood  at  the  time  when  they  were 
given   or  made,   should   be   revers'd   as   erroneous? 

I  think  I  shall  not  scruple  to  determine  on  each 
of  these  principles  in  favour  of  former  things,  when 
they  shall  fall  under  my  consideration,  till  I  am 
better  inform'd.  Sir,  if  M"".  Belcher  does  proceed,  in 
case  your  Hon""  and  Council  approve  of  these  pro- 
posals, I  desire  you  would  add  it  to  his  Instructions, 
that  in  case  he  should  fail  of  obtaining  that  which 
he  is  directed  to  ask  for,  which  I  guess  is  the  appro- 
bation of  our  law,  (a  thing  beyond  my  expectation, 
and  rather  to  be  wish'd  than  hop'd  for,)  he  might 
obtain   the   resolution   of  these  points   in  our   favour. 

I  should  be  glad  if  your  Hon'  would  let  me 
know  what  is  done  in  these  affairs.  I  do  account 
my   self  concerned   next   to   your   Hon^ 

I    have    this    minute    rec'd    your    Hon"    by    Ozias 

Goodwin,   and    shall    observe    your    Hon''*    Orders    and 

directions ;    yet,  having   prepared   the   above,   I   send   it 

for  your  consideration. 

JON™    LAW. 

MiLFORU,   June   26"'    12   of   Clock,    1728. 

DEPUTY-GOVERNOR  LAW  TO  JONATHAN  BELCHER. 

Sir:  I  am  not  acquainted  with  the  Instructions 
given  by  the  Hon^^''  our  Gov'  and  Council,  yet  as 
I  am  deeply  concerned  for  the  good  of  this .  Gov*,  I 
tho't  it  would  not  be  amiss  for  me  to  communicate 
some  of  my  meditations  on  the  subject  wherein  our 
difficulties  lie. 

I  fear'd  as  well  as  others  upon  the  first  view  of 
the  vacating  our  Law  concerning  Intestate  Estates, 
that  the  principle  on  which  the  determination  went, 
was  that  every  law  of  the  Province  about  any  matter, 
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diiTerent  from  the  law  of  England  provided  in  the 
like  case,  was  construed  to  be  contrary  to  the  Law 
of  England,  and  was  therefore  not  warranted  by  the 
Charter,  by  which  construction  it  appeared  that  no 
Legislative  power  was  given,  excepting  only  in  such 
cases  wherein  the  laws  of  England  had  not  provided, 
which  would  rase  almost  the  whole  body  of  our  laws, 
and  throw  us  into  the  utmost  confusion,  when  all  our 
transactions  should  come  to  be  squared  by  rules  which 
never  governed  in  the  minds  of  the  transactors.  But 
upon  further  consideration,  I  hope  the  Act  of  the  King 
and  Council  is  not  of  such  fatal  consequence  to  us, 
and  is  agreeable  to  the  principle  which  we  always 
owned  and  depended  upon,  viz.  That  those  Laws 
only  are  contrary  to  the  Laws  of  England,  which  are 
contrary  to  a  Law  some  way  or  other  established  or 
made  for  the  Plantations.  For  so  long  agone  as  in 
Q :  Eliz.  Reign  it  was  determined  in  the  Countee  de 
Derbies  case,*  by  the  Lord  Chancellour,  the  two  Chief 
Justices  and  the  Chief  Baron,  about  the  Isle  of  Man, 
which  was  no  part  of  the  Kingdom,  but  a  distinct 
Territory  of  itself,  that  all  lands  holden  under  the 
Great  Seal  of  England  should  descend  according  to 
the  course  and  rules  of  the  Common  Law.  If  that  be 
the  Law  of  England,  and  we  hold  under  the  Great 
Seal,  it's  a  Law  to  us,  and  it  hath  been  our  predeces- 
sors' mistake  to  make  a  Law  to  the  contrary,  of  which 
mistake  none  were  more  guilty  than  all  the  petition- 
er's ancestors,  who,  like  the  first  King  of  Israel,  have 
led   us   out   of    the   way. 

However,  I  hope  our  law  of  limitation  of  claims 
and  entries  is  not'  contrary  to  any  such  'Law,  and 
will    secure    some    persons,   and    our  law   of  limitation 


*  This  case  was  in  Charles  II.'s  time,  not  Elizabeth's:   Earl  of  Athol  vs. 
Earl  of  Derby  and  Adm'r  Countess  of  Derby,  /  Chancery  Cases,  220. 
16 
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of  writs  of  erroi;  to  three  years  will  save  others,  and 
all  settlements  already  made  will  be  irreversable  by 
this  rule  which  My  Lord  Cook  teacheth  us,  that  all 
antient  grants  shall  be  expounded  as  the  law  was 
taken  at  the  time  of  the  grant,  and  a  common  error 
makes  a  right;  and  for  the  future,  men  may  make 
their    Wills. 

I  believe,  Sir,  the  opinion  of  the  Kings  Attorney 
General  and  Sollicitor  in  favor  of  these  principles 
would  tend  much  to  quiet  our  people,  who  otherways 
will  be  at  variance  one  with  another.  Our  lands  are 
many  of  them  become  valuable  by  the  industry  im- 
prov'd  upon  them,  without  which  they  were  of  little 
or  no  value,  and  when  the  eldest  brother  shall  come 
to  eject  his  younger  brethren  out  of  that  which  is 
made  almost  wholly  by  their  sweat  and  toil,  and 
they  shall  be  turned  out  of  doors,  vagabonds  upon 
the  face  of  the  earth,  what  will  the  effect  be?  And 
the  honest  creditors  who  have  trusted  others  for  their 
necessary  support,  whilst  they  have  been  subduing  the 
earth,  and  have  left  nothing  to  repay  them  with  but 
their  lands,  how  unjust  a  thing  will  it  be  for  these 
men  to  lose  the  lands  which  have  been  made  valuable 
at  their  expence. 

Lands  have  been  esteemed  the  meanest  part  of  our 
estates,  and  therefore  it  was  thought  to  be  an  act 
much  in  favour  of  creditors,  that  they  should  not  be 
compelled  to  take   lands  in   satisfaction   of   their   debts. 

'Tis  true  that  our  law  is  of  so  antient  standing  (as 
I  presume  you  are  furnish'd  with  copies  of  Record 
to  evince)  that  one  would  think  it  to  have  the  like 
foundation  with  the  general  and  particular  customs  in 
England,  which  are  unalterable  by  any  thing,  short  of 
an   Act  of  Parliament,  and   it   does   not  appear  by  the 
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Act  of  the  King  and  Council  that  it  might  not  have 
been  supported  by  its  antiquity,  the  determination 
being  founded  wholly  upon  our  Charter;  and  if  a  de- 
termination thereon  could  be  obtained  in  our  favour,  it 
would  not  at  all  interfere  upon  what  has  been  with 
respect  to  our  law,  and  I  don't  understand  we  have 
ever  been   heard   in   our  defence   thereupon. 

Sir:  I  hope  my  zeal  for  the  safety  of  the  Gov* 
will  apologize  for  my  troubling  you  with  so  tedious 
a  discourse.  I  shall  not  fail  to  acquaint  His  Honour 
the  Governor  with  these  thots  of  mine,  and  if  Maj"" 
Woolcoott"^^  or  Cap*  Hallf  should  be  in  Town  when 
these  come  to  your  hands,  please  to  take  their  appro- 
bation of  them.  So  wishing  you  the  best  success  in 
your  undertakings,  I  recommend  you  to  His  conduct 
and  protection  who  has  the  hearts  of  Kings  and 
Princes  in  his  own  hands,  and  subscribe  myself, 
Your  most  humble   Servant, 

JON'i'"   LAW. 
MiLFORD,   June    iS**",    1728. 

P.  S.  The  natural  tendency  of  disinheriting  the 
younger  brethren  is  the  promoting  manufactories, 
which    is    a    tender    plot;    it    may  be    not   thot   of  at 

home. 

J.  L. 
To  JoN^H  Belcher,  Esq^ 

Agent  for  the   Colony  of  Connecticutt. 


*  Hon.  Roger  Wolcott  of  Windsor,  born  Jan.  4,  1679 ;  commander  of  the 
Connecticut  troops  in  the  expedition  against  Cape  Breton,  which  resulted 
in  the  capture  of  Louisbourg ;  Deputy-Governor  from  1741  to  1750,  when  he 
was  chosen  Governor  to  succeed  Jonathan  Law ;  held  the  office  until  1754 ; 
died  May  17,  i^t^.  — Wolcott  Memorial,  83-121. 

+  Hon.  John  Hall  of  Wallingford,  bom  Dec.  23,  1670 ;  Judge  of  the 
County  Court;  overseer  of  the  Mohegans;  assistant,  1722-1730;  died  April 
29,  1730.— /Az//  Genealogical  Notes,  33.     Colonial  Records,  Vols.  VI.  and  VII. 
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THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COMPANY  TO  THE  DUKE  OF 
NEWCASTLE. 

May  it  please  your  Grace:  We  beg-  leave  to  in- 
form you  that  we  have  not  had  the  favour  of  any 
express  intimation  that  we  are  placed  under  your 
especial  care,  neither  have  we  been  directed  by  your 
Grace  to  address  ourselves  to  you  on  all  occasions, 
as  heretofore  we  have  been  by  your  predecessors  in 
the  same  Office,  as  we  collect  from  your  presenting 
our  humble  and  hearty  Address  to  His  Majesty.  Yet 
nevertheless  we  take  the  first  opportunity  to  express 
the  sense  we  have  of  our  obligations  to  your  Grace, 
in  all  sincerity,  and  make  it  the  foundation  of  our 
hope  that  you  will  (as  we  earnestly  entreat)  promote 
the  welfare  of  this  Corporation  by  recommending  us 
to  his  Majesties  Royall  favour,  on  which  under  God 
we  entirely  depend,  and  to  whom  we  are  universally 
and  inviolably  attached ;  and  if  we  may  find  this 
favour  with  your  Grace  at  all  times,  and  more  espe- 
cially under  our  present  juncture  of  difficulty,"^  we 
shall  still  acknowledge  your  favourable  respects  to  us 
and  ours,  and  ever  pray  an  inundation  of  mercys 
may  flow  in  upon  your  Grace  from  the  Author  and 
fountain  of  Blessings.      And  with  all  due  Regards  we 

subscribe,   S% 

Your  Grace's   Humble   Servants, 

The  Govemour  and  Company  of 

His    Majesty's    English     Colony 

of  Connecticut. 
P""   their   order, 

HEZ.  WYLLYS,   Secretly. 

Hartford,   the   3^^   of  July,    1728. 

Superscription. 

To  the   Most   Noble   Holles,   Duke   of 

Newcastle,   one   of  his   Majesty's 

principal   Secretarys   of   State, 

Whitehall. 

*  Probably  alluding  to  Winthrop's  appeal. 
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PROPOSAL    FROM    THE    COMMITTEE    OF    THE    RHODE 
ISLAND    GOVERNMENT. 

Honoured  Sir:  We  the  Subscribers  being  appointed 
by  our  General  Assembly  (at  their  sessions  in  June 
last,)  to  give  an  answer  to  your  Honour's  letter  bear- 
ing date  the  6th  day  of  the  same  month,  accompanied 
with  two  Acts  of  your  Assembly,  (the  same  being  laid 
before  our  said  sessions,)  are  pursuant  to  said  appoint- 
ment, to  inform  your  Honour  that  the  said  letter  now 
lyes  before  us,  the  contents  whereof  we  shall  observe 
in  the  following  manner,  viz*. 

The  first  thing  therein  contained  relating  to  the 
difficulties  your  Assembly  laboured  under  for  want  of 
legal  information  of  the  King's  Decree  in  the  dispute 
between  the  two  Colonies,  either  immediately  from  the 
King  or  this  Government  who  had  received  the  same, 
which  difficulty  your  Court  soon  overcame,  we  find  by 
the  same  paragraph  therein,  and  needs  no  reply  but 
what  may  be  made  in  answering  the  second  part  thereof, 
wherein  your  Honour  advises  us  that  the  copy  you 
received  agreed  with  the  King's  original  Decree  pro- 
duced by  our  Commissioners:  so  that  your  Honour 
could  not  labour  under  those  difficulties,  however  the 
rest  of  the  Court  might  if  the  same  was  not  communi- 
cated to  them. 

That  our  Commissioners  refused  to  joyn  with  yours 
in  running  the  twenty  miles,  and  insisted  upon  a  heap 
of  stones  lately  made,  is  alleged. 

The  last  of  which,  (viz*.)  the  heap  of  stones  lately 
erected,  our  Commissioners  (to  their  great  surprise) 
found  as  lately  removed,  and  later,  which  must  be 
presumed  to  be  done  by  that  party  that  did  not 
allow  of  them  as  a  monument  for  the  southwest  corner 
of  Warwick  Purchase,  which  we  would  hope  your 
Commissioners,  nor  by  their  procurement,  would  cause 
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to  be  done,  the  action  being  so  disingenious  and  un- 
generous in  its  nature,  for  the  very  stones  that  were 
taken  from  the  heap  and  dispersed  about  upon  the 
bushes  and  weeds  near  adjoyning  had  not  changed  the 
colour  thereof,  which  was  a  plain  discovery  that  the 
said  removal  was  just  before  the  meeting  of  the  Com- 
missioners. 

We  presume  the  refusal  of  our  Commissioners 
joyning  with  yours,  complained  of,  might  arise  from  a 
misconception  of  their  power,  which  was  principally  to 
run  the  line  between  the  Two  Governments  according 
to  the  platt  upon  which  the  King  has  founded  his 
Decree ;  nor  could  our  Commissioners  suppose  that  mat- 
ter was  within  their  province,  w^ell  knowing  the  twenty 
miles  had  been  run  in  the  presence  of  the  Commision- 
ers,  A.  D.  1720,  to  the  satisfaction  of  both  parties  then 
present.  However,  the  not  joyning  your  last  Commis- 
sioners in  running  the  twenty  miles  cannot  now  be 
recalled  or  reconciled  by  any  other  means  than  impow- 
ering  Commissioners  to  measure  the  same  exactly,  the 
want  of  which  seems  to  be  the  only  obstacle  that  hin- 
ders a  final  issue  being  made  of  the  present  dispute 
between  us,  unless  your  Honour  should  have  anything 
else  reserved  in  your  said  letter,  which  we  presume 
there  is  not,  having  your  Honour's  word  for  it  in  the 
conclusion  thereof. 

Your  Honour  seems  much  to  insist  upon  the  pri- 
ority of  your  Charter,  and  that  their  Lordships'  opinion 
was,  that  the  law  was  in  your  favour.  It  is  true  they 
have  said  that  the  letter  of  the  law  was  in  your 
favour;  and  it  is  as  true  that  they  have  said  that  the 
honesty  of  the  case  was  in  our  favour  ;  and  they  have 
likewise  said,  that  the  King  was  surprised  in  his  grant 
to  Connecticut.  And  the  plain  import  of  their  words 
is,  that  had  we  not  made  that  Agreement,  viz^  that  in 
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1703,  the  red  line  as  in  the  mapp  would  have  been  the 
fixed  bounds  between  us. 

We  further  observe  that  your  Honour  takes  the 
present  dispute  not  to  be,  whether  the  King  confirmed 
the  Agreement  in  1703,  but  where  the  southwest  corner 
of  Warwick  Purchase  is,  with  which  opinion  we  readily 
accord  and  say,  the  Decree  given  by  the  King  is  that 
the  green  line  in  the  mapp  is  to  be  forever  hereafter 
the  settled  Boundary  between  the  two  Colonies,  so  that 
the  said  southwest  corner  of  Warwick  Purchase  being 
found  out,  (which  we  are  now  to  seek  for,)  all  other 
disputes  are  fully  determined.  Upon  which  condition 
our  Assembly  has  passed  an  Act*  (an  exemplification 
whereof  is  herewith  transmitted)  to  finish  that  affair 
consonant  and  agreeable  thereto.  But  in  case  your 
Honour  with  your  General  Assembly  should  still  sup- 
pose that  his  Majesty  has  been  surprized  or  deceived 
in  the  green  line,  and  that  the  same  is  not  conform- 
able to  the  Agreement  in  1703,  that  then  our  said  Act 
supercedes  that  authority  given  in  order  to  run  the 
said   twenty  miles. 

And  we  thereupon  expect  a  positive  answer  to  the 
following  propositions,  (viz^)  When  the  southwest  cor- 
ner of  Warwick  purchase  is  found  out  by  an  exact 
measure,  that  a  north  line  shall  be  run  from  the  same 
until  it  meet  with  the  south  line  of  the  Massachusetts, 
agreeable  to  the  green  line  in  the  Plat  annexed  to  the 
King's  Decree,  (with  such  variations  of  the  magnet  as 
it  admits  of  in  the  said  Plat)  and  no  other?  which  is 
the  true  and  genuine  construction  of  his  Majesty's  de- 
cree. For  as  the  Agreement  in  1703  was  not  binding 
and  conclusive  to  the  Governments  by  what  progress 
they  made  therein,  the  King's  Decree  (altho'  it  has  ref- 
erence to  the  Agreement   in    1703)  must  be  the  green 


*  Rhode  Island  Colonial  Records,  IV.  405. 
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line,  even  upon  the  supposition  that  there  should  ap- 
pear an  apparent  difference  by  a  mathematical  experi- 
ment made  thereupon. 

Honoured  Sir,  upon  these  terms  and  no  other  will 
our  Commissioners  meet  at  the  time  and  place  men- 
tioned in  said  Act,  passed  the  last  sessions  of  our  As- 
sembly. And  in  case  your  Government  do  not  come 
into  those  measures  proposed,  we  think  the  fault  will 
lye  at  your  doors  now. 

There  remains  nothing  now  but  that  we  have  com- 
municated to  your  Honour  the  mind  and  meaning  of 
our  General  Assembly,  as  discussed  in  both  Houses  the 
last  sessions,  whose  directions  we  have  observed  with- 
out any  reservation,  and  hope  the  case  (which  the  Gov- 
ernments have  so  long  laboured  with)  being  stripp'd  of 
all  disputes  but  what  makes  twenty  superficial  miles, 
surveyors  and  chainsmen  appointed  by  each  Govern- 
ment, running  the  same  each  by  the  other,  that  great 
mister y  may  be  found  out  to  the  satisfaction  of  both 
parties,  which  also  is  proposed,  and  is  at  present  the 
needful,  from,  Honoured  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  Obedient  and  very  Humble  Serv*^ 

J.  JENCKS,  Gov^ 
WM.  WANTON. 

HENRY  BULL. 

Newport,  4^11  July,  1728. 

To  the  Hon^''^  Joseph  Talcot,  Esq."" 

DEPUTY-GOVERNOR    DUMMER    OF     MASSACHUSETTS    TO 
GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Boston,   3^'  Aug't,  1728. 

Sir:     I    have    yours    of    the    iS**"    instant   with   the 

Four   hundr'^    Sixty   Five    Pounds    and    Two    Guinneas 

by  Cap*  Williamson,  to  be   remitted  to  your  Agent  in 

Lond".  in  good  Bills  of  Exchange  or  Gold  and  Silver, 
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and  also  a  Packet  for  the  Agent.  The  latter  I  have 
forwarded  by  M'.  Palmer,  who  sail'd  last  week.  The 
money,  with  what  remained  in  my  hands  before,  being 
One  hundred  wSeventy  Eight  Pounds,  in  all  making 
^^643.  I  have  endeavored  to  remit  according  to  your 
instruction,  but  find  it  very  uncertain  when  I  shall 
be  able  to  get  either  good  Bills  or  Silver  and  Gold 
for  it,  they  being  exceeding  scarce  and  dear.  How- 
ever, I  have  a  prospect  of  about  60  or  70  Pistoles 
and  Guinneas,  which  will  amount  to  about  ;^2oo,  if 
you  have  them  at  the  price  I  am  promised,  tho'  some 
have  already  given  more :  w'ch  being  deducted  there 
will  remain  ^^443,  and  2  Guinneas  w'h  I  have  already 
wrote  to  the  Agent  to  draw  on  me  for,  and  I  appre- 
hend this  the  most  certaine  and  the  best  way,  since  it's 
probable  he  will  have  an  opportunity  of  drawing  on 
me  by  the  Govern'  and  Company  for  propogating  the 
Gospel  in  N.  E.  &c.,  there  being  a  remittance  expected 
from  them  this  fall.  I  am  going  to  Newbury  next 
week,  designing  to  spend  the  remainder  of  the  sum- 
mer there ;  but  you  may  be  assured  due  care  shall  be 
taken  of  your  affair  whether  I  am  in  Town  or  Coun- 
try. I  have  deliver'd  the  40s.  to  M^  Hubbard,  who 
returns  you  his  humble  thanks.  We  have  this  day  a 
vessell  from  Lond".  who  brings  few  letters,  and  none 
that  I  hear  of  from  my  Bro'r.  It's  said  that  the 
Prince  of  Wales  is  expected  in  England  this  summer. 
That  the  King  of  vSpain  designes  to  call  a  Cortees 
this  summer  for  their  approbation  in  order  to  make 
an  entire  surrender,  at  the  Congress,  of  Gibralter  Port 

Mahon.     I  am  S% 

¥■■  most  humble  S'^ 

WM.   DUMMER. 
5*''   Aug't. 
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Pos\ 

Since     writing     the     foregoing,    I    have    shipt    on 

board    the    brig®    Rowland,    Cap*.    C[arson?]    master,    7 

Guinneas  and  twenty  nine  Span.  Pistoles  amt.  to  ^100, 

and   I   hope   to   ship   the   remaind""   as   above    mentiond 

in   a   fortnight. 

Y^  W.    D. 

[Indorsed]  From  D.  Gov  Dummer,  Aug.  3,  1728,  of 
his  receiving  465;^  for  the  defence  of 
our   Privileges. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  GOVERNOR  BURNET. 

Hartford,  August  the  19*''  1728. 
Sir:  Being  inform'd  of  your  Excellency's  accept- 
ance of  the  trust,  and  accession  to  the  Chair  of 
Government  in  and  over  his  Majesties  Province  of 
the  Massachusetts,  &c.,  I  take  this  first  opportunity 
that  presents  to  congratulate  your  Excellency  thereon  : 
and  had  not  Providence  there  placed  you  upon  your 
removal  from  New  York,  I  should  have  had  cause 
to  condole  the  removal  of  so  excellent  a  neighbour 
on  the  west;  and  possibly  may  yet  notwithstanding, 
and  especially  since  you  have  removed  from  that  Gov- 
ernment before  the  perfecting  of  the  running  the 
boundary  line  between  this  Colony  and  New  York, 
which  matter  your  Excellency  always  held  the  bal- 
ance of  with  an  honourable  and  steady  hand,  willing 
to  have  carryed  it  through  according  to  the  agree- 
ment of  our  Committees.  And  however  we  may  lose 
by  your  removing  from  New  York  on  the  west,  we 
hope  to  gain  by  your  being  seated  in  the  Massa- 
chusets  Government,  next  neighbour  on  the  east, 
with  which  Province  this  Colony  have  always  had  a 
very  good  understanding:  and  therefore  my  sincere 
desires    are,    that    your    Excellency's    wise,    mild,    and 
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steady  conduct  in  and  over  that  Province  may  render 
them  very  happy;  and  that  their  willing  subjection 
to  your  Government,  and  suitable  contribution  to  the 
support  thereof,  together  with  the  benign  smiles  of 
Heaven  on  your  person,  family  and  Government,  may 
firmly  seat  and  long  keep  and  prosper  you  Governour 
of  that  Province ;  which  I  the  more  sincerely  desire 
because   I   am, 

Hon^>«   Sir, 

Your  most  humble   Obedient   Servant, 

,       J.   TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  August  the   i3*''    1728. 
To  the   Hon'^'^   Gov^   Burnet. 

RICHARD    DOUGLASS*    AND    JOHN    RICHARDS  f    TO    GOV- 
ERNOR   TALCOTT. 

New  London,  Oct^  14*''  1728. 
May  it  Pleas  V  Hoti  : 

We  the  Subscribers  beg  leave  in  the  following 
lines  to  inform  y""  Hon""  about  some  land  which  wee 
purchased  of  Tho^  Lechmer  Esq*"  of  Boston  by  order  of 
an  Act  of  the  General  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut in  May  Ano:  1726,:!:  wherein  the  s'^  Assembly 
did  then  grant  unto  the  ^^  Thomas  Lechmer  full 
power  to  dispose  of  so  much  land  in  the  County  of 
New  London  belonging  to  the  Estate  of  the  Hon^^^ 
Wait  Winthrop  Esqf  of  Boston,  dec^  as  should  Satisfye 
the    Sums    of    Three    Hundred    and    Eighteen    pounds 


*  Capt.  Richard  Douglass  was  born  in  New  London,  July  19,  1682;  "he 
fell  dead  as  he  was  steering  a  scow  up  to  Mr.  Richard's  wharf  Feb.  26, 
1734-5-"  — Hempsted's  Diary.  MS.  Letter  from  Hon.  Richard.  A.  Wheeler, 
Dec.  26,  i8go. 

+  John  Richards  was  bom  in  New  London,  Jan.  i,  1691 ;  died  May  31, 
1765.  He  held  the  office  of  Town  Clerk  for  forty  j^oxs.  — Morse's  Richards 
Genealogy,  ^4.     Miss  Caulkins'  History  of  New  London,  263. 

i  Colonial  Records,  VII.  37. 
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silver  money,  and   about   fourty  pounds  currant  money 
of   this    Colony,    and    pursuant    to    Said    Orders   the    s'' 
Thomas    Lechmer   applyed    himself   to   the   Sup""   Court 
in    New    London   for   their   advice  and  direction  in  the 
sale    of    said    lands,    and    after    having    obtained    the 
direction  of   the    Sup""  Court    posted  up  the   s^  order  of 
the  General  Assembly  and  of  the  Sup'  Court  to  inform 
any   persons  that   were   minded   to   purchase   that   they 
might   have   the   liberty,  and   in   the   month   of   Octob"" 
1726  we  purchased  as  much  of  s'^  land  as  that  we  gave 
Six  Hundred  and  Ninety  pounds  currant  money  of  this 
Colony,    and    took    a    deed    from    s"^    Lechmer    for    the 
same,  and   concluded  our  selves  as  safe  and   secure   in 
purchasing   of   the  s'^    Lechmer  as  if    purchased  of   any 
other  person  whomsoever,  by  reason   that  we   found  in 
the  order  of  Assembly  to  the  s*^  Lechmer  for  the  sell- 
ing Lands  for  the  payment  of  the  afors**  debts  an  Act 
annexed  therein,  that  whatsoever  deed  or  deeds  the  s^ 
Lechmer   should  make  and  execute  pursuant  to  s''  ord"" 
should  be  Good  and  Effectuall  to  all  interests  and  pur- 
poses  to    the   purchaser   or   purchasers,  their   heirs  and 
assigns   forever,  for  the   firm   holding  s'^    Lands.      Yett 
notwithstanding   all    this,  we    are    since    informed   that 
there   is   a   precept   come  from  the   King  and   Councill 
in  England   under   his   Majesties   privy    Seal,   to    order 
and   direct   the    Gov   and    Company  of  this   Colony  to 
reinstate    John    Winthrop    Esq""    of    New    London    into 
all    such    Estate    so    sold    and    disposed    of    by   the    s^ 
Thomas  Lechmer.     And  that  thereupon  M"  Anne  Win- 
throp  Attorney  to   the   s<^   John  Winthrop   hath   enter'^ 
upon    Said    Land    and    there   from    time   to   time    doth 
cutt,  carry  away  Timber   and  Wood   from   s''   lands,  to 
the   great   loss   and    damage    of   us    the   purchasers,  by 
reason   that  the   Wood   and   Timber  on   s'^  land  is  the 
only    thing   we    had    in    view    in    the    purchasing,    for 
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barely  the  land  is  scarce  worth  fencing  when  that  is 
cutt  off.  So  that  upon  the  whole  ¥«•  Hon""  plainly  sees 
what  circumstances  we  are  brought  into  by  relying  on 
the  Act  of  Assembly  in  the  Sale  of  Said  Lands,  and 
hope  Y"-  Hon"-  will  lay  the  state  of  the  matter 
before  the  General  Assembly  now  sitting,  and  that 
they  in  their  wisdom  will  duly  consider  itt  and  inform 
us  what  way  we  must  take,  whether  we  must  quietly 
submit  and  let  M"  Winthrop  do  as  she  pleaseth  upon 
and  with  the  s''  lands,  or  whether  we  must  vindi- 
cate our  Title  and  Interest  att  the  Law.  Its  a  great 
sum  of  money  for  us  to  pay  for  nothing,  and  we 
should  never  have  purchased  one  penny's  worth  of  s*^ 
land  had  not  the  Generall  Assembly,  as  we  humbly 
conceive,  given  a  Good  and  Sufficient  Warrant  there- 
for. Therefore  in  the  midst  of  our  difficulties  we 
make  applycation  to  ¥«•  Hon"",  and  humbly  pray 
Youl'd  be  pleased  to  inform  the  Generall  Assembly 
thereof,  which  we  conceive  are  Vouchers  in  the  Case, 
and  hope  that  we  being  innocent  shall  not  be  made 
to  smart  at  so  dear  a  rate  as  at  present  we  are 
threat'ned  with,  and  that  some  good  and  expedient 
way  will  be  found  that  we  may  be  secure.  Our 
County  Court  is  nigh  [at  hand?]  and  we  should  be 
glad  to  know  ¥»■  Hon^«  minde,  and  the  minde  of  the 
Assembly  in  the  Matter  before  Court,  by  reason  that 
if  we  are  not  advised  other  wais  we  shall  try  our 
title  to  s*^  Land  with  the  s^  M"  Winthrop,  who  is 
daily  trespassing  thereon.  So  with  Most  Humble  Ser- 
vice and  Duty  to  ¥"•  Hon%  Wee  are  Your  Hon'' 
Most   Humble   Servants, 

RICHARD   DOUGLASS. 

JOHN   RICHARDS. 

To    the    Hon^''^    Joseph    Talcot,    Esqs    Gov    of    his 
Majesties   Colony   of  Connecti^ 
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MADAM   ANNE    WINTHROP*   TO    GOVERNOR    TALCOTT. 

Honored  Sir  : 

Your  Honor  may  remember  that  last  June  the 
Kings  Order  came  to  your  hands  offerd  by  Justice 
Hempsted,  which  Order  contained  among  other  things 
that  the  Government  of  Connecticut  should  put  M"" 
Winthrop  in  to  full  possession  of  his  Estate  which 
by  the  Laws  of  this  Colony  were  taken  from  him. 
Which  Laws  and  Acts  of  this  Colony  his  Majesty  was 
pleased  to  Reverse  and  make  void.  S""  notwithstand  all 
this  at  this  time  M*"  Richards  one  of  the  men  who 
bou^  land  of  the  Administrator  has  at  this  time  3 
men  Cutting  Wood  thereon.  M""  Douglas  is  Cutting 
Wood  and  Timber  there  also  and  offers  to  defend  any 
who  shall  cutt  for  them,  and  they  told  me  that  the 
Government  lookt  on  the  Kings  Order  as  nothing,  and 
also  say  that  they  will  seize  and  take  away  any  Wood 
that  I  shall  cutt  on  sayd  Land.  The  Wood  and  Timber 
on  the  land  is  all  the  Value  thereof,  and  if  there  is  no 
stop  to  be  put  to  these  proceedings  it  is  likely  to  be 
destroyed   in   a   little   Time.f 

S""  I  humbly  leave  this  Complaint  with  your 
Honor,  and  doubt  not  but  that  by  your  wisdom  just- 
ice  there  will  be  such  methods  taken   that   the   Kings 


*  Madam  Anne  Winthrop  was  born  in  1684,  the  daughter  of  Gov.  Joseph 
Dudley  of  Massachusetts.  She  was  married  to  Mr.  Winthrop  Dec.  16,  1707. 
During  his  absence  abroad  she  had  charge  of  his  affairs  in  New  London, 
and  after  his  death  she  married  Jeremiah  Miller  of  New  London.  She  died 
in  1776,  aged  92. — A  Short  Account  of  the  Winthrop  Family,  /o,  11.  His- 
toiy  of  the  Dudley  Family,  181. 

+  The  General  Assembly  passed  an  act  in  October,  1728,  puttmg  John 
Winthrop  in  possession  of  the  lands  taken  from  him.  Richards  and  Dou- 
glass appealed  for  redress  to  the  General  Assembly  in  1734.  In  October, 
1741,  the  General  Assembly  ordered  an  execution  for  the  amount  of  £^^'2 
10s.,  and  ;^i3  6s.  2d.  costs,  to  be  levied  upon  the  goods  or  estate  of  Wait 
vStill  Winthrop,  dec*".  For  details  of  the  affair  see  Colonial  Records,  VII. 
2iy;  VIII.  17-20,  4J2 ;  IX.  75,  62,  jo8.  State  Archives,  Miscellaneous,  I. 
17s,  I  yd,  jy8,  ijg,  igg,  200,  201. 
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Order  shall  be  honord  and  obeyed.  A  line  from  your 
Honor  is  what  I  humbly  entreat  on  this  affair,  and 
shall  be  accounted  as  a  great  Favour  by  one  wlio  am 
with  great  Respect  to  yourself  and  Good  Lady, 

Your  Honors  most  humble  and  Obedient  Servant 

ANNE  WINTHROP. 
New  London, 

Octbr  20,  1728. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  JONATHAN  BELCHER. 

Sir:  Yours  of  the  23^^  of  July  last  past  I  com- 
municated to  the  Assembly  at  their  present  Sessions, 
according  to  your  desire,  with  which  they  were  so 
well  satisfy 'd  as  to  proceed  to  choose  and  authorize 
your  self  to  be  their  Agent,''="  as  you  may  see  by  a 
copy  of  the  record  herein  inclos'd,  and  I  pray  God, 
continue  your  good  inclinations  to  do  service  for  this 
people  in  things  of  so  great  weight  and  of  the  last 
consequence  to  their  most  valuable  interests,  and 
strengthen   your  hands   thereunto. 

Sir,  I  depend  upon  your  improvement  of  the 
first  opportunity  to  let  me  know  your  acceptance  of 
the  trust,  and  how  soon  you  may  proceed  upon  it; 
that  the  necessary  preparations  here  may  be  expedited 
with  the  utmost  dispatch.  I  shall  take  all  occasions 
to   show   how   much   I   am 

Your  obliged   Friend  and   humble   Servant, 

J.   TALCOTT. 

New  Haven,  Octob"*  29^*^   1728. 

P.   S.     Please   to   take  up   Bills   of    Exchange,   and 
you    may  be    sure    that    the    Bills  of    Credit    shall  be 
sent    you,   &c. 
To  Mr.  Jon't"   Belcher. 

♦iColonial  Records,  VII.  218. 
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JONATHAN   BELCHER   TO    GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 

May  it  please  Your  Honour  : 

Sir:  On  Monday  last  the  4:  curr"  I  rec'd  p^ 
the  post,  the  honour  of  yours,  of  29 :  Octob'',  from 
New  Haven,  with  the  Act  of  your  General  Assembly 
desiring  and  impowering  me  to  be  their  Agent  at  the 
Court  of  Great  Britain ;  which  to  me  was  entirely 
unexpected.  Since  y^  Honour  communicated  mine  of 
1 8 :  June  past,  to  the  Assembly  (called  together  on 
purpose  therefor)  and  they  then  concluded  it  might 
be  most  for  the  interest  of  the  Colony  not  to  send 
an  Agent/'^*  and  my  replye  of  23 :  July  last  (which 
your  Honour  now  communicated  to  y*  Assembly  at 
New  Haven)  declaring  what  they  had  determin'd  was 
most  agreeable  to  me,  I  say,  after  all  this,  I  had  en- 
tirely done  with  any  thought  of  this  affair,  till  the 
recei't  of  your  Honours  abovemention'd,  which  natur- 
ally revives  my  consideration  and  tlioughts  in  this 
great  business.  Had  your  Assembly  gone  forward  in 
the  matter  the  last  summer,  it  might  have  then  been 
more  convenient  to  me  and  my  own  affairs.  Yet  I 
will  assure  y  Hon^  and  y  People,  in  all  my  pondering 
of  this  business,  I  have  not  nor  shall  I  allow  any  pri- 
vate interest  or  particular  views  to  make  a  perceptible 
weight  in  the  scale. 

I  take  notice  the  appointm*  is  either  jointly  with 
your  Stated  Agent,  or  if  need  be,  by  myself.  As  to 
this  particular  I  wrote  Maj""  Wolcott  27:  June;  and 
to  the  Hono^^^  the  Deputy  Gov  i  :  July  last,  (which 
ptrs    I    then    desir'd    them    to    communicate    to    your 


*  In  July,  1728,  the  Governor  communicated  to  the  Assembly  a  letter 
from  Jer.  Dummer,  Esq.,  stating  that  it  was  very  uncertain  whether  Mr. 
Winthrop  would  pursue  his  claim  against  the  Colony,  and  also  stating  that 
Mr.  Dummer  had  recovered  in  health.  The  Assembly  declined  sending 
another  agent  at  present  to  his  assistance,  and  requested  the  Governor  to 
3i^ify  to  Mr.  Belcher  the  above  resolve.  —  Colonial  Records^  VII.  jgi. 
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Honour)  that  I  desired  my  Comission  and  instructions 
might  be  solely  to  myself:  for  that  I  by  no  means 
inclin'd  to  act  in  conjunction  with  any  other  person. 
And  from  the  repeated  acco*'  since,  of  y  Agent's 
Keeping  almost  wholly  in  the  country,  for  his  health, 
I  am  still  more  confirmed  in  this  matter,  because  I 
am  satisfy'd  the  burden  must  lye  upon  me,  and  the 
Vote  being  —  If  need  be  by  himself —  gives  full  power  to 
make  out  the  Comission  and  Instructions  severally  and 
to  me  only,  because  I  can  by  no  means  be  persuaded 
to  accept  in  any  other  way.  Tho'  I  shall  be  glad  you 
write  by  me  to  your  Agent,  to  assist  all  in  his  power, 
and  nothing  shall  be  wanting,  on  my  part,  to  nourish 
and  cultivate  the  best  harmony  and  agreem*  with  him, 
not  only  because  it  will  most  conduce  to  the  good  of 
the  Colony,  but  also  for  the  high  esteem  and  value  I 
have  for  him  personally. 

Your  Honour  has  omitted  to  send  me  the  Vote 
of  Supply  and  Support  in  this  great  undertaking, 
which  is  a  material  article,  and  you'll  please  to  send 
it  me,  out  of  the  Secretary's  Office,  in  your  next.  I 
suppose  it  comes  up  fully  to  what  I  wrote  1 8 :  June 
(and  your  Hon^  then  communicated  to  the  Assembly.) 
Otherwise,  they  would  not  give  themselves,  or  me, 
any  new  trouble.  These  things  being  premis'd,  I 
need  not  repeat  the  difficulties  that  arose  to  me  upon 
the  first  choice  you  made,  in  May  last.-^  Indeed,  when 
I  consider  how  far  the  King  and  Council  have  pro- 
ceeded in  your  affairs,  it  makes  me  very  pensive 
and  thoughtful  how  I  shall  engage  in  a  matter  of  so 
much  difficulty  and  importance.  Yet  when  I  consider 
again   the   second    choice    your   Oeneral   Assembly   has 

♦Both  houses  at  first  appointed  the  Hon.  Jonathan  Law,  to  represent 
this  government  in  the  Court  of  Great  Britain  as  ^g^nt.  —  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence,  II.  ijg.     Colonial  Records,    VII.  218. 
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made,  it  seems  to  me  the  voice  of  God,  and  I  would 
humbly  answer.  Here  am  I.  Therefore  putting  my 
intire  trust  and  confidence-  in  God,  for  wise  counsels, 
guidance  and  direction,  I  shall  give  myself  up,  with 
all  diligence  and  fidelity  to  serve  your  Colony  to  the 
utmost \ of  my  power,  submitting  the  event  and  suc- 
cess to  the  alwise  Orderer  of  all  humane  affairs.  Y^ 
Honour  will  please  to  remember  in  mine  of  18:  June 
I  desir'd  the  Court  would  draw  two  addresses,  one 
to  the  King,  another  to  the  Queen ;  and  this  I  still 
think  not  only  proper  but  necCvSsary.  It  will  be  best 
y  instructions  be  drawn  as  well  general  and  discre- 
tionary, as  full  and  particular,  so  as  may  best  answer 
the  ends  we  may  hope  to  obtain.  As  to  the  time 
of  my  being  ready,  I  cannot  at  present  determine, 
and  am  afraid  it  will  take  considerable  time  to  pro- 
cure bills  of  Exch^  Silver  and  Gold  in  order  to 
make  money  in  England.  I  shall  look  out  carefully, 
but  must  tell  you  they  are  extremely  scarce  and 
hard  to  be  had  here.  P'rhaps  y  Honour  might 
light  of  some  Silver  and  Gold  in  your  own  govern- 
ment, if  inquiry  was  made.  You  need  not  send  the 
Credit  bills  till  you  hear  again  from  me,  but  may 
be  putting  forward  everything  else  as  fast  as  you 
please. 

I  remain,  with  much  Respect  to  Y'  Hon'r,  y 
Council   and   Assembly, 

Your  Honour's  most  Obedient  Humb^  Serv". 

JON.^   BELCHER. 
Boston,   Novem:    11:    1728. 

[Superscribed]  To  the  Honourable  Joseph  Talcott, 
Esqs  Govern  our  of  His  Majesty's  Col- 
ony  of   Connecticutt,    Hartford. 
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JONATHAN    BELCHER  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

May   it   please   Your   Honour. 

S& :  Yesterday  M"^  Clap  deliv'd  me  yours  of  20: 
Curr".  I  cannot  but  fall  into  your  Honour's  thoughts, 
that  upon  a  fair  hearing-  our  Excellent  and  Gracious 
King  will  find  a  way  to  relieve  and  quiet  his  good 
subjects  of  Connecticutt.  As  to  your  Stated  Agent, 
had  not  God  in  his  providence  in  a  manner  laid  him 
aside  for  want  of  health,  I  should  be  angry  with  him, 
upon  what  y  Honour  now  writes,  that  he  has  had 
^821,  specially  upon  the  difficulty  now  depending,  and 
has  had  y  answer  to  Winthrop's  Complaint  more  than 
a  year,  and  yet  nothing  done  for  your  reliefe.  As  I 
am  determin'd  with  the  good  help  of  God  to  conduct 
my  self  in  all  the  affairs  of  life  by  the  principles  of 
Religion  and  reason,  so  I  shall  acquiesce  in  the  wisdom 
of  your  General  Assembly,  in  making  out  the  Comis- 
sion  of  Agency  jointly,  with  power  to  act  separately  if 
occasion  require.  And  as  in  my  last,  nothing  shall  be 
wanting,  on  my  part,  to  continue  and  strengthen  that 
long  and  kind  acquaintance  I  have  had  with  my  good 
old  friend  M"^  Dumer.  So  you  will  please  to  write  him 
very  full  and  pressing  by  me  on  the  present  affairs. 

I  desire  your  Honour  to  send  me  the  two  ad- 
dresses for  the  King  and  for  the  Queen,  sign'd  by 
yourself  and  the  Secretary,  to  which  (if  needfull)  I 
can  offer  additions.  Let  me  also  have  one  of  your 
Law  books  with  the  Charter  in  it.  You  will  send 
my  instructions  as  general  and  p'rticular  as  may  be. 
It  had  been  better  the  Vote  of  Supply  had  mention'd 
my  name.  However,  since  you  say  you  shall  follow 
the  intention  of  it,  by  putting  the  ;^iooo  Sf.  into 
my  hands,  I  am  -content,  as  also  w**^  the  other  part 
of  the  Vote  of  Assembly,  that  they  will  not  be  want- 
ing from     time    to    time    to    grant    such    sum    or    sums 
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&c^^'  In  this  matter  they  must  be  sensible  they  will 
strictly  pursue  their  own  interest,  and  I  shall  keep 
your   Honour  duly   advis'd   upon   all   heads. 

We  are  not  here  und'  any  great  apprehensions 
upon  our  Assembly's  non  complyance  with  his  Maj^^' 
23'*  Instruction,  the  reasons  whereof  they  have  humbly 
set  before  his  Maj^^'  in  a  Memorial  f  sent  by  a  ship 
that  sail'd  yesterday,  and  they  cov'd  this  Memorial 
to  one  M'^  Francis  Wilks,  who  they  have  employ'd 
for  some  time  past.  In  the  same  ship  imbarkt  M"" 
Leechmere,  who  I  am  told  has  some  thousands  Sf. 
lately  fallen  to  him,  and  I  know  he  has  considerable 
friends;  and  when  I  wisht  him  a  good  voy\  yes- 
terday morning,  he  told  me  he  would  with  all  his 
power  and  interest  join  with  me  in  fav  of  your 
Colony.  As  I  mention'd  in  mine  of  11:  inst.S  it  is 
a  great  difficulty,  and  will  require  some  time  to  pro- 
cure bills  of  Exch\  Silver  or  Gold.  I  have  wrote 
to  N.  York,  and  inclosed  is  the  ans""'  and  I  have 
wrote  again  since.  P'rhaps  I  may  get  some  from 
thence.  I  do  assure  you  they  are  not  to  be  had  there 
at  present.  I  would  therefore  be  glad  you  would 
procure  and  send  as  much  Silver  and  Gold  as  you 
possibly  can.  I  would  gladly  give  ^^320:  this  money 
for  as  many  ^100:  Sf  as  I  could  get.  At  present 
it  may  be  best  to  send  me  only  i^2ooo:  in  your 
bills:  because  if  I  should  succeed  to  get  any  bills 
at  N.  York,  I  would  desire  the  rest  of  the  money 
to  be  sent  thither.  As  I  am  now  determin'd  in  the 
matter,  I  know  of  nothing  will  delay  my  imbarking 
by  the    first    good    conveyance    after    I    have   got   the 


♦  Colonial  Records,  VII.  218. 

+  Hutchinson's  History  of  Massachusetts  Bay,  II.  353  et  sequitur.  A 
Collection  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Great  and  General  Court  or  Assembly  of 
His  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  40.  Palfrey's  History  of 
New  England,  IV.,  Chap,  v. 
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bills    of    Excli\      And    your    Honour    will    please     to 
observe   there   has  been   no   stop  or  delay   on   my  part. 
I   remain,   with   much   Respect,    Hono^^^   S^, 
Your  most   faithful   Hum:   Serv'" 

JON^   BELCHER. 
Boston,   Novem:   28:    1728. 

Governour   Talcott. 

GOVERNOR  talcott  TO  JONATHAN  BELCHER. 

S\'  I  rec'd  your  favor  of  28th  of  Novem ^  ult.  and 
take  notice  (with  great  satisfaction)  that  you  comply 
with  the  reasons  offer'd  for  your  taking  the  Commis- 
sion for  our  agency,  &c.  and  I  also  observe  you  would 
fault  our  agent  that  hath  our  answer  to  M^  Winthrop's 
Complaint,  and  ;^82i  in  our  money,  and  done  nothing 
for  us,  on  that  affair,  if  he  hath  not  been  by  the 
providence  of  God  in  a  manner  layd  aside  for  want  of 
health. 

I   say   for    him,   tho   he   hath    had    our    answer  to 

M""    Winthrop    more    than    a    year    since,   yet    he    hath 

never  been  called  to  answer  to  Winthrop's   Complaint. 

And,  Sir,   I  shall  more   particularly  now  let  you  know 

respecting  the  matter,  that  you  mant  blame  him,  except 

you  find   he   deserves   it:    so   send   you   first   a  copy  of 

the   Invoice. 

N".  I.  D  3.  Invoice  of  a  parcel  of  Silver  and 
Gold  shipt  by  William  Dummer,  Esq^  by  direction 
from  the  Hon''"'^  Jos:  Talcott,  Esqs  on  board  the 
Cambridge,  John  Croker  master,  for  London,  con- 
sign'd  Jeremiah  Dummer,  Esq'',  for  the  account  and 
risque  of  the  Government  of  Connecticut,  (viz.)  one 
Guinea  cost  £^.  3.  eight  Pistoles,  52  s.  6d.  21  lb, 
one  hundred  eighty  six  ounces  ^  of  silver  money, 
16-61  — 53    lb:    17:    3 
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Boston  N  Enoland,  Dec*  6"'   1727. 

Err   Excepted.  Wm.   Dummer. 


142  TALCOTT    PAPERS. 

Next,    a    passage    of    the     Hon'''^    W"^     Dummer^s 

letter :  * 

Boston,   3^   August,    1728. 

I  have  yours  with  the  Four  hundred  Sixty  Five 
Pounds  and  Two  Guineys,  by  Capt  Williamson,  to 
be  remitted  to  your  Agent  to  London,  in  good  Bills 
of  Exchange  or  Gold  and  Silver,  and  also  a  Packet 
for  the  Agent.  The  latter  I  have  forwarded  by  Mr. 
Palmer,  who  sailed  last  week.  The  money,  with 
what  remained  in  my  hand  before,  being  a  hundred 
and  Seventy  Eight  Pounds,  in  all  makes  ^^643,  I  have 
indeavor'd  to  remit  according  to  your  instructions, 
but  find  it  very  uncertain  when  I  shall  be  able  [to 
get]  either  good  Bills  or  Silver  and  Gold  for  it;  they 
being  exceeding  scarce  and  dear.  However,  I  have 
a  prospect  of  about  60  or  70  Pistoles,  which  will 
amount  to  about  i^2oo.  if  I  can  have  them  at  the 
price  I  am  promised,  tho  some  have  already  given 
more,  which  being  deducted  there  will  remain  ^443 
and  2  guineys,  which  I  have  already  sent  to  the 
Agent  to  draw  on  me  for,  and  I  apprehend  this  the 
most  certain  and  the  best  way,  since  it's  probable  he 
will  have  an  opportunity  of  drawing  on  me  per  the 
Gov  and  Company  for  propogating  the  Gospel  in 
N.  E.  &c.  there  being  a  remittance  expected  from 
them   this   fall,   &c. 

5th  Aug't.  Post's.  Since  writing  the  foregoing  I 
have  ship't  on  board  the  ship  Rowland  Cap'  C[arson?] 
master,  7  Guineas  and  twenty  Spanish  Pistoles,  amount 
to  jCioo.  I  hope  to  ship  the  remainder  as  above  men- 
tioned in  a  fortnight. 

Sir,  I  give  myself  and  you  this  trouble,  that 
you  may  inquire  of  Cap^  Homan  and  others  that 
came  last  from  London,  whether  M""  Palmer  who 
carried  our  Instructions  and  account  of  the  money 
was  arrived  at  London,  and  how  long  before  he  came 
out:  so  that  we  may  know  whether  its  probable  our 
Agent  could  since  his  arrival  at  London  with  our  In- 
structions, have  time  to  do  anything  so  as  to  send  us 
word   by  these   ships   last   come   in.       I   shall   in  about 


*  This  is  a  repetition  of  Gov.  Dummer's  letter  on  page  128-9,  supra. 
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a   week   or   ten    days    send    your   Instructions,   &c.   but 
don't   see   any   prospect   of    getting   any   very   little   sil- 
ver  or  gold  here.     Shall  not  add  more,  but  am,  vSir, 
Your   very   humble   Serv\ 

J.   TALCOTT. 

INSTRUCTIONS    TO    OUR     AGENT,    JONATHAN    BELCHER, 

ESQh. 

Sir :  After  you  have  presented  an  Address  to  their 
Majesties,  and  acquainted  yourself  with  the  state  of  our 
affairs,  by  M"-  Dummer,  and  shall  have  obtain 'd  a 
reconsideration  of  that  which  affects  us  in  the  Deter- 
mination of  his  Maj*^'  in  Council,  namely,  the  vacating 
our  law  concerning  Intestate  Estates,  the  arguments 
which  we  have  prepared  for  you  are  as  follows: 

I.  Altho'  it  be  said  that  no  time  occurs  to  the 
King,  yet  many  Corporations  and  Courts  are  allowed 
to  prescribe  for  their  authorities.  And  it  has  been  the 
uninterrupted  practice  of  the  people  settled  within  the 
limits  of  Connecticut  to  make  laws  to  govern  them- 
selves by,  which  now  runs  well  nigh  to  an  hundred 
years,  as  appears  by  all  our  ancient  monuments  and 
records.  The  body  of  which  laws  have  been  twice  by 
order  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  laid  before  his  Maj^'*"* 
predecessors  and  no  exception  taken  against  them,  not- 
withstanding the  first  law  in  the  book  does  declare 
that  the  people  in  this  Colony  shall  be  govern'd  by 
the  laws  of  this  Colony,  and  where  no  law  is  provided, 
by  the  law  of  God,  agreeable  to  the  Resolve  of  the 
late  Queen  Ann  in  Council  on  a  case  from  Jamaica, 
wherein  it  was  Resolved,  That  in  an  uninhabited  Coun- 
try, settled  by  the  King's  Subjects,  the  laws  of  the 
nation  should  be  their  laws;  but  in  a  conquered  Coun- 
try, the   laws  of  equity  and  nations,   till   the   conqueror 
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had  declar'd  his  laws.  Salked  V:  Case  the  ist.^^  And 
our  Royal  Charter  shows  this  Colony  to  be  in  part  con- 
quered, and  the  rest  not  uninhabited.  And  of  all  the 
laws  that  have  ever  been  made  in  this  Colony,  on  -all 
the  Complaints  that  have  ever  heretofore  been,  this 
Corporation  have  never  been  required  or  directed  to 
correct  more  than  one  of  them,  and  that  only  in  one 
article,  namely,  so  far  as  it  concern 'd  Quakers,f  which 
part  of  the  said  law  was  repeal 'd  accordingly  by  our 
General  Assembly,  and  an  exception  ever  makes  the 
rule  strong.  And  the  way  by  which  the  Kings  of 
Great  Britain  have  CvStablished  law  to  this  Colony  is 
by  the  Acts  of  this  Corporation  pursuant  to  the  Char- 
ter. A  further  sanction  of  this  authority  has  also  been 
given  by  the  affirmation  of  judgments  here  given  by 
and  according  to  these  laws.  If  such  an  authority  has 
been  used  for  the  space  of  an  hundred  years,  and  from 
the  first  date  without  interruption,  'tis  humbly  prayed 
it  may  not  now  be  disallowed. 

Dividing  Intestate  Estates  among  all  a  man's 
children  has  been  the  universal  custom  in  this  Colony 
from  the  beginning  of  its  plantation,  which  is  beyond 
the  memory  of  man,  as  may  be  seen  by  the  copies  of 
Record,  ancient  ajid  modern. 

2.  That  this  is  a  reasonable  custom  will  appear 
if  it  be  considered  that  in  the  first  settlement  of  the 
Country  lands  were  the  least  valuable  part  of  men's 
estates,  and  so  should  be  much  rather  subject  to  a  di- 
vision than  his  chattels.  Land  was  plenty  and  chattels 
scarce  ;  so  that  without  a  division  of  the  lands  as  well 
as  chattels,  very  little  could  be  assigned  to  any  except 
the  eldest  son.     And  the  land  itself  must  have  remained 


*  Blancard  v.  Galdy,  vSalkeld's  Reports,  I.  411. 

+  Colonial  Records,  IV.  546.  "Oct.  u,  1705,  the  Queen  in  Council 
annulled  a  Connecticut  law  'entitled  Heretics,'  in  which  the  Quakers  ar(j 
especially  referred  X.^^  —  Palfrey's  History  of  I^ew  England,  IV.  4^g, 


INSTRUCTIONS   TO    ACCENT. 


[45 


unoccupy'd,  if  it  had  not  been  divided.  It  was  es- 
teem'd  much  in  favour  of  creditors  when  they  were  not 
obliged  to  take  lands  in  satisfaction  of  their  debts, 
[quote  the  law,  |  and  it  remains  so  to  this  time.  It  was 
inhabitants  and  not  land  that  was  wanting ;  yea,  it  was 
common  in  dividing  lands  among  the  inhabitants  to 
oblige  them  to  hold  the  land  they  had  once  accepted, 
that  they  might  bear  the  burthen  of  Taxes  and  fen- 
cing. And  much  of  our  lands  remain  yet  unsubdued, 
and  must  continue  so  without  the  assistance  of  the 
younger  sons,  which  in  reason  can't  be  expected  if 
they  have  no  part  of  the  inheritance,  for  in  this  poor 
country,  if  the  landlord  lives,  the  tenant  starves  :  few 
estates  here  will  let  for  little  more  than  for  maintain- 
ing fences  and  paying  taxes.  By  this  custom  of  divid- 
ing inheritances,  all  were  supply'd  with  land  to  work 
upon,  the  land  as  well  occupy'd  as  the  number  of 
hands  would  admit  of,  the  people  universally  imploy'd 
in  husbandry ;  thereby  considerable  quantities  of  pro- 
visions are  rais'd,  and  from  our  stores  the  trading  part 
of  the  Massachusetts  and  Rhoad  Island  are  supply'd, 
the  fishermen  are  subsisted,  and  the  most  of  the  sugars 
in  the  West  Indies  are  put  up  in  casks  made  of  our 
staves  :  by  this  means  our  predecessors  were  enabled  to 
furnish  themselves  with  almost  all  their  cloathing,  nails 
and  most  other  necessaries  from  their  neighbours  at 
Boston,  (who  transport  them  from  Great  Britain,)  and 
so  we  do  this  day.  By  means  of  this  custom,  his 
Maj^'^'  Subjects  are  here  increas'd,  the  younger 
brethren  do  not  depart  from  us,  but  others  are  rather 
encouraged  to  settle  among  us,  and  it's  manifest  that 
New  England  does  populate  faster  than  the  Colonies 
where  the  land  descends  according  to  the  rules  of  the 
common  law.  And  such  measures  as  will  furnish  with 
the  best  infantry  does  most  prepare  for  the  defence  of 
^9 
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a  people  settled  in  their  enemies  country.  If  this  cus- 
tom be  so  ancient  and  so  useful,  non  est  abolcnda,  sed 
privare  debet  commiinein  legem. 

3.  That  this  law  should  be  favour'd  and  allow'd 
of,  appears  from  the  inconveniencies  that  will  follow 
upon  its  being  vacated. 

In  that,  all  the  settlements  of  lands  left  intestate 
and  all  the  alienations  under  such  settlements  will  be 
overthrown  thereby,  by  which  means  almost  every  man 
in  the  Colony  will  be  turn'd  out  of  his  house  and  land, 
or  some  of  his  improvements.  We  are  now  arrived  to 
the  third,  fourth  and  fifth  generation,  and  many  fami- 
lies who  proceeded  from  one  stock,  are  branch'd  into 
twenty,  forty,  and  it  may  be  some  sixty  or  more  de- 
scendants, and  by  their  sweat  and  toil,  and  the  labors 
of  their  fathers  and  grandfathers,  the  lands  they  now 
possess  were  reduced  from  a  mere  chaos,  and  a  thing 
of  little  or  no  value,  to  be  sufficient  to  vsubsist  a  numer- 
ous offspring:  and  now  to  be  turn'd  out  of  all  by  the 
eldest  descendants  from  our  great-grandfathers,  who  had 
nothing  but  a  thing  of  nought  in  it,  will  be  so  far 
from  the  rules  of  equity  and  justice,  that  we  presume 
the  common  law  will  never  put  it  upon  us.  Quarrels 
and  lawsuits  will  abound,  when  matters  of  fact  shall  be 
judg'd  of  by  rules  unknown  to  the  transactors  of  them. 
Most  of  our  lands  will  lie  unoccupy'd.  Multitudes  will 
be  undone  and  beggar'd,  when  their  lands  are  taken 
from  them,  not  being  brot  up  in  manufactures,  but 
husbandry  only.  Creditors  who  have  by  their  estates 
subsisted  others  whilst  they  have  been  making  a  spot 
of  the  earth  habitable,  which  they  could  not  have  done 
without  their  assistance,  and  have  dyed  and  not  left 
wherewith  to  repay  them,  without  the  sale  of  some 
part  of  the  debtor's  lands,   will  be   defrauded,  if  their 
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lands  descend  by  the  common  law,  and  are  not  charge- 
able with  the  debts  of  the  deceased. 

The  just  designs  and  dependence  of  the  deceased, 
to  have  their  children  provided  for,  after  their  decease, 
by  this  law,  will  be  frustrated :  and  by  plentiful  evi- 
dence it  might  be  made  to  appear  that  many,  and  not 
of  the  least  estate,  have  declared  they  would  not  make 
any  will,  because  the  law  of .  the  country  was  agreeable 
to  their  minds,  and  so  died  without  making  any  other, 
but  resigning  what  they  had  to  the  disposal  of  the 
said  law. 

And  the  further  inconveniencies  on  others,  which 
the  vacating  this  law  will  have  a  tendency  to,  are  too 
manifest.  The  abatement  of  our  husbandry  will  abate 
the  trade  of  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  the  fishery,  &c, 
who  have  a  considerable  dependence  on  our  husbandry, 
and  the  abatement  of  the  fishery  will  affect  the  British 
Trade. 

The  increase  of  his  Maj"''  Subjects  in  this  Col- 
ony will  be  diminished.  And  as  to  the  younger  gen- 
eration, necessity  will  require  their  being  brot  up  to 
trades,  or  leave  their  country,  and  the  promoting  man- 
ufactories here  will  not  be  favour'd  in  Great  Britain. 

And  since  there  are  innumerable  instances  in  the 
laws  of  Great  Britain,  wherein  things  are  allow'd,  for 
the  quiet  of  the  common  wealth,  when  the  strict  rules 
of  justice  would  tend  to  the  subversion  and  destruction 
of  many  men's  estates,  which  from  time  to  time  they 
have  enjoy'd  without  contradiction,  as  in  intailing  copy 
hold,  cutting  off  intails,  ct  similia.  We  pray,  that  might 
apologize  for  us  in  this,  if  it  appear  within  the  same 
reason. 

4.  We  have  not  heard  that  it  has  ever  been 
resolved  by  what  law  that  country  should  be  gov- 
ern'd,  which   has  been  by  the  King's  subjects  obtain'd 
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partly  by  purchase,  and  partly  by  conquest.  Yet  it 
seems  to  us,  that  there  would  be  an  inconsistency  in  a 
power  to  make  laws,  not  contrary  to  the  laws  of  Eng- 
land, and  the  laws  of  England  be  the  laws  of  the  same 
place,  at  the  same  time,  and  in  the  same  respect,  so 
that  we  hope  we  shall  be  allow'd  the  favour  of  being 
directed  by  the  laws  of  equity  (as  a  conquered  country) 
till  by  force  of  the  royal  Charter  a  law  is  made  in  any 
case,  those  only  excepted  which  his  Majesty  and  Par- 
liament do  make  for  the  Plantations,  or  this  Plantation. 

And  upon  this  hypothesis  we  would  argue,  That 
if  under  the  circumstances  of  a  new  and  unoccupy'd 
Country,  (as  this  is,)  our  law  dividing  lands  as  chattels, 
be  more  equitable  and  just,  than  for  the  next  blood  to 
inherit  all,  and  the  rest  have  no  part  of  the  inheritance, 
that  our  law  of  Intestates  should  be  allow'd. 

And  seeing  that  above  thirty  years  past,  at  the 
desire  of  their  Lordships  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  our 
late  Gov  Winthrop  sent  our  laws,  and  among  them 
the  law  making  real  Estates,  when  intestate,  divideable 
among  the  children,  the  eldest  son  having  a  double 
portion,  was  sent  to  their  Lordships,  and  from  that  day 
to  this  we  never  heard  that  our  laws  were  faulted, 
excepting  only  in  the  forementioned  article  about  the 
Quakers,  and  now  in  this  case  of  M""  Winthropp's. 
And  truly  we  had  the  vanity  to  think,  (if  it  must  be 
so  accounted)  that  we  were  very  safe,  since  their  Lord- 
ships (who  acted,  as  they  said,  by  an  express  Order 
from  his  then  Maj*^  King  William,)  found  no  fault 
in  our  said  law,  and  that  we  had  copy'd  after  the 
Massachusetts,  which  could  not  be  a  law  if  disapprov'd 
of  by  his  Maj*^',  and  specially  since  our  Colony  is 
newer  fehan  theirs,  and  therefore  the  reason  enforcing 
their  law  is  here  stronger. 

5.     To    take    off    the    Exceptions     that     are    made 
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against  the  authority  given  by  the  Charter  to  make 
such  a  law,  the  first  being,  That  the  Charter  gives 
power  to  make  only  By-Laws,  founded  on  that  clause 
in  the  Charter,  (according  to  the  course  of  other  Cor- 
porations within  the  Kingdom.) 

To  which  we  would  say.  That  the  Charter  does 
nowhere  direct  the  administration  to  be  by  the  laws 
of  England.  And  in  the  next  place,  That  the  end 
proposed  in  the  following  part  of  the  Charter,  Viz. 
Whereby  our  said  people  may  be  so  religiously,  peace- 
ably and  civilly  govern'd,  as,  &c.  could  by  no  possi- 
bility be  obtain 'd  by  a  power  to  make  and  repeal  only 
By-laws.     It  is  an  ill   exposition  that   destroys  the  text. 

To  the  next  exception  taken  against  the  authority 
given  by  the  Charter,  to  make  such  a  law,  which  is. 
That  it's  contrary  to  the  law  of  England,  and  for  that 
cause  is  not  warranted  by  the  Charter. 

This  being  the  Determination  of  his  Maj^>'  in 
Council,  your  Maj^'"'  distressed  Subjects  would  with 
the  deepest  humility  beg  leave  to  say  a  few  things. 

That  this  does  imply  a  power  to  make  that  to  be 
law  here,  which  is  the  law  of  England,  and  any  good 
and  wholesome  law  that  is  not  contrary  to  it:  whence 
it  follows  that  the  limitation  is  not  to  By-laws  only. 

That  an  authority  to  make  the  same  law  here  that 
is  in  England,  or  one  that  is  not  contrary  to  it,  does 
imply  that  till  it  is  made,  it  can't  be  law  here. 

And  in  the  next  place,  with  all  submission  we 
would  represent  to  your  Maj^^',  that  so  far  as  we  have 
learn 'd,  the  law  of  England  is  divided  into  three  sev- 
eral species  or  kinds,  the  statute  law,  the  common  law, 
and  reasonable  customs,  all  which  are  liable  to  an  alter- 
ation. And  we  would  with  the  greatest  prostration 
request  your  Maj^^',  that  when  we  find  any  rules  of 
law  needful  for  the  wellfare  of  your  Majesties  Subjects 
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here,  which  is  not  contrary  to  and  agrees  well  with 
some  one  of  the  Tryangles  of  the  law  of  England,  as 
it  then  is,  or  heretofore  has  been,  when  England  might 
have  been  under  the  like  circumstances  in  that  partic- 
ular, which  we  are  when  we  make  the  law,  that  it 
might  not  be  determined  to  be  contrary  to  the  law  of 
England. 

Whereupon  it's  humbly  prayed  that  our  law  con- 
cerning Intestate  Estates,  declared  to  be  void,  in  the 
case  between  M""  Winthropp  and  M""  Lechmere,  in 
which  we  had  no  opportunity  to  set  that  matter  in  its 
just  light,  may  be  allow'd  and  approv'd. 

And  as  to  M""  Winthropp's  Petition,  I  doubt  not 
but  that  you  will  take  the  proper  and  just  advantage 
of  the  irregularity  of  his  proceedings. 

The  charge  laid  against  this  Corporation  for  a 
late  degeneracy  from  a  just  improvement  of  the  great 
privileges  of  the  Charter,  into  an  usurpation  of  an 
arbitrary  power  is  very  heavy.  Yet  I  doubt  not  of 
your  being  able  to  demonstrate  that  of  all  the  nine 
and  twenty  articles  drawn  up  in  evidence  of  it,  there 
is  not  one  of  them  which  does  not  either  want  truth, 
certainty,  or  sufficient  matter  to  maintain  the  charge. 

To  the  I  St,  viz.  That  the  Gov^  &c.  It's  not  true. 
See  the  copy  of  the  Records,  No.  i,  which  might  also 
be  prov'd  by  hundreds  of  living  testimonies,  which  are 
usually  eye  and  ear  witnesses  to  it.  Yet  as  I  under- 
stand it  on  my  neglect  the  penalty  would  fall  on  me. 

The  2^  Article  is  as  untrue  as  the  first,  as  appears 
by  the  attested  copy  of  the  Records,  No.  2,  and  as  to 
any  particular  law  of  the  Government  to  oblige  to  it, 
it  hath  not  been  esteemed  there  can  be  any  occasion 
for  it  wherever  there  is  any  Statute  made  for  the 
Plantation,  which  is  always  accounted  the  law  of  the 
Government,  and  punctually  observed. 
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The  3^  Article,  which  respects  the  Oaths  of  mil- 
itary officers.  There  is  but  one  oath  provided,  and 
that  is  for  the  Serg^  Major,  which  is  as  in  No.  3, 
who  is  always  a  freeman  of  the  Corporation,  and 
takes  the  freeman's  Oath,  as  in  No.  3.  This  may  be 
as  applicable  to  the  charge  laid  against  the  Gov*  as 
some   other    articles. 

To  the  4*"  Article  I  can  only  say.  That  the 
same  form  is  used  as  in  the  Massachusetts  Gov*,  as 
you  may  see  in  No.  4,  which  form  this  Corporation 
stands  ready  to  correct  when  ever  they  shall  be  bet- 
ter instructed. 

The  5*^  Article  is  not  true,  as  may  be  seen  by 
No.  5,  which  is  one  of  the  Commissions  granted  in 
like  form  with  others,  and  the  law  for  Commission- 
ers  of  sewers   prescribes   no   form   at   all. 

To  the  6**^  Article :  It's  manifest  that  such  care 
has  been  taken  both  of  his  Maj"^'  interest  and  his 
Subjects,  that  they  have  been  preserved  safe  against 
all  attempts  of  enemies  that  have  been  made  upon 
them  from  the  beginning,  and  such  are  the  situation 
of  our  Ports  and  Harbours  that  a  fort  at  New  Lon- 
don will  be  no  more  a  security  to  the  rest  of  them, 
than  a  fort  at  any  other  Port  or  Harbour  will  be  a 
security  to  that ;  yet  there  are  four  great  guns  ready 
mounted  and  fit  for  improvement  if  occasion  should 
require  it,  and  when  a  French  Privateer  made  an 
attempt  there,  he  was  repulst  without  the  loss  of  one 
man. 

To  the  ;*•'  Article,  about  the  emission  of  paper 
credit.  This  Gov*  never  emitted  any  until  necessi- 
tated to  it,  to  comply  with  the  commands  of  'her  late 
Majesty,  Queen  Anne,  to  furnish  their  Troops  in  Expe- 
ditions against  the  French,  which  they  have  been  ever 
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since  calling-  in,  and  have  only  about  twelve  or  thirteen 
thousand  pounds  outstanding. 

To  the  8*''  Article:  The  Charter  doth  noway 
direct   to   send   the   laws   home   for   approbation. 

To  the  9*''  Article,  That  laws  have  been  made 
directly  contrary  to  the  common  and  statute  laws,  in 
violation   of  the  Charter. 

If  any  such  thing  hath  been  done  (as  hath  been 
answer'd  in  times  past)  it  has  been  thro  ignorance, 
and  [we]  have  and  do  stand  ready  to  repeal  any  such 
laws,  whenever  they  shall  be  so  directed.  Yet  they 
do  understand  that  clause  in  the  Charter  to  have 
reference  only  to  the  Statutes  which  should  or  had 
been  made  for  the  Plantations,  and  they  might  not- 
withstanding make  laws  diverse  from  the  common 
law  and  Statutes  made  for  the  Realm  of  England, 
Dominion  of  Wales,  and  Town  of  Berwick  upon 
Tweed.  And  if  this  opinion  be  right,  I  suppose  it 
might  l:)e  a  sufficient  answer  to  the  next  five  follow- 
ing Articles,  yet  I  shall  say  something  to  each  of 
them   as   I   pass   along. 

As  to  the  impost  of  Liquors  in  the  lo^^'  Article : 
a  duty  of  i5lt).  an  hh'd.  to  prevent  a  growing  ini- 
quity was  laid,  to  begin  in  May,  and  in  October 
following  was  reduc'd  to  3d  per  gallon,  and  the  im- 
provement of  it  being  for  the  support  of  the  Gov*, 
it    has   been    concluded    to    be    for   his    Maj"^^    service. 

To  the  II*'*  Article,  wherein  'tis  charged  as  a 
presumption  to  give  liberty,  and  to  lay  a  duty  12s. 
6d.   per  cent. 

It's  'an  ancient  law  of  the  Gov*  in  which  are 
these  cautions  if  not  by  law^  prohibited,  and  that 
they  strictly  observe  all  Acts  of  Parliament  respecting 
Navigation  and  Trade.  And  as  to  the  duty  on  goods 
therein    mentioned,   it    was    Resolved    by    Act    of    the 
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Assembly  in  October  last,  that  by  all  persons  in  that 
Act,  hath,  is  and  shall  be  understood  only  those  who 
come  into  this  Colony  out  of  some  of  the  neighbor- 
ing  Governments.     See   the    Resolve,    No. 

As  to  the  12^''  Article:  It  seems  so  contrary  to 
common  reason  to  suppose  that  a  Corporation  for  Gov- 
ernment should  be  created  or  erected,  and  no  means 
suffered  for  its  own  nourishment  and  support,  that  I 
shall   say   nothing   to   it. 

As  to  the  13^^'  Article:  'Tis  true  that  Acts  have 
been  passt  to  prevent  ungovern'd  persons  who  often 
prove  vicious,  chargeable  and  burthensome  to  Towns, 
from  thrusting  themselves  among  them  without  their 
consent,  under  any  colours  or  pretences  therein  enu- 
merated, and  when  experience  had  taught  that  some 
ill  minded  persons  would  notwithstanding,  contrary  to 
the  true  intent  and  meaning  of  that  law,  under  pre- 
tence of  the  sale  of  a  few  feet  of  land,  introduce 
such  persons,  it  was  further  provided,  that  when  any 
such  persons  would  contrary  to  the  true  intent  and 
meaning  of  that  Act,  thrust  themselves  into  a  town 
under  colour  of  such  purchase,  that  the  vendor  should 
sustain  the  penalty  of  2ot).  By  strangers  are  not  to 
be  understood  those  that  are  so  with  respect  to  the 
Colony,  but  with  respect  to  that  particular  town.  See 
the  Acts,  No. 

With  respect  to  the  I4**>  Article,  which  I  suppose 
is  the  principal  thing  the  Petitioner  has  in  view. 
So  far  as  I  have  understood,  in  all  the  Colonies  in 
New  England,  the  daughters  and  the  younger  sons 
are  admitted  to  inherit  their  fathers  estates  in  equal 
portions,  and  the  eldest  in  a  double  portion,  and  the 
Massachusetts  law  I  presume  hath  been  approv'd. 
From  the  beginning  of  these  Plantations  it  has  been 
both    before    and    since   the    Charter.       The   variations 
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from  this  ancient  Rule  of  Descents  have  been  in  fa- 
vour of  the  sons,  and  of  the  eldest  son ;  and  they  have 
been  in  these  two  articles:  if  the  estate  be  likely  to 
be  damnified  by  dividing-  the  land,  the  eldest  shall 
have  it,  paying  to  other  children  their  rateable  parts ; 
and  that  the  daughters  shall  take  their  portions  in 
moveables,  so  far  as  they  will  extend,  and  the  residue 
only  in  the  lands. 

To  the  15*''  and  16^''  Articles  I  think  there  needs 
no  answer,  there  being  no  law  mention'd  whereby 
the  common  law  is  deny'd,  nor  any  Statute  for  the 
Plantations  the  benefit  whereof  has  been  deny'd  to 
any  man.  This  I  have  observed  and  understood,  that 
in  all  our  Courts  the  tables  are  as  well  spread  with 
books  of  the  common  law  as  the  poverty  of  our  Coun- 
try will  admit,  and  beyond  what  could  be  reasonably 
imagin'd. 

The  17^''  Article  is  so  gross  a  mistake  that  I 
blush  to  mention  it,  seeing  there  is  an  whole  Chapter 
of  capital  laws,  and  so  many  have  suffered  death  by 
the   hands   of  Justice. 

The  18^^'  is  a  charge  against  the  Colony  for  im- 
proving the  most  able  men  to  fill  our  seats  of  judg- 
ment. 

The  19^''  Article  chargeth  the  Gov*  with  suffer- 
ing the  Justices  to  do  some  thing  in  opposition  to 
the  Court  of  Admiralty,  without  giving  one  single 
instance  of  any  such  matter,  of  fact,  and  I  am  not 
able   to   name   any. 

The  20*^  Article  is,  That  there  are  special  Courts 
called,  and  but  six  days  warning  to  be  given  to 
answer.  'Tis  the  same  length  of  time  as  is  allow'd 
in  all  other  Courts,  and  appeals  and  reviews  are 
there  allowed  as  in   all   other  Courts. 
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To  the  21'^  Article  I  can  only  say,  that  the  con- 
stant usage  in  this  Colony  is,  when  any  person  is 
aggrieved  with  the  sentence  and  determination  of  the 
Superior  Court,  to  prefer  a  Petition  to  the  General 
Assembly,  in  form  of  a  writ  of  errour,  or  otherways, 
according  to  the  nature  of  the  cause  of  his  failing 
to  have  justice  done  him,  and  is  constantly  reliev'd. 
All  causes  are  removable  by  appeal  from  the  Pro- 
bates to  the  Superior  Court,  which  is  a  Superior 
Court   of   Probates. 

To  the  22'^  Article.  The  laws  of  this  Colony  oblige 
all  men  to  pay  their  honest  debts,  and  when  any 
person  dyes  in  debt,  no  part  of  his  estate  is  settled  on 
his  heirs  till  the  debts  are  paid,  and  in  case  there 
be  not  personal  estate  enough  to  pay  them,  upon  appli- 
cation made  to  the  General  Court  or  Assembly  for 
liberty  to  sell  so  much  of  the  intestates  lands  as  is 
needful  to  pay  his  debts,  it's  granted,  as  you  may 
see  it  was  in  this  case.  No.  ,  which  was  all  the 
approbation  of  the  pretended  uncommon  male  adminis- 
tration of  the  Superior  Court  that  I  know  of. 

The  23''  is  a  charge  of  irregularity  in  the  Courts, 
which  he  would   shew  in   the   24"^  and   25**^   Articles. 

24.  It's  not  the  business  of  Courts  to  return  ac- 
tions, but  when  any  are  return'd  which  will  not  lye, 
I  presume  it's  their  proper  work  to  dismiss  them,  as 
happen  *d  in  the  case  of  the  Petitioner. 

25.  The  law  of  this  Colony  gives  the  defendant 
liberty  to  plead  generally  or  specially,  and  when  the 
pleadings  issue  in  a  demurrer  in  law  only,  ad  qiies- 
tionein   Icgis   respondent  Judiees,    as   happened   &c. 

To  the  26^^  Article.  At  the  first  hearing,  before 
the  Superior  Court,  the  Chief  Judge  who  was  then 
present  inform'd  me  that  M""  Winthropp  demanded 
an  appeal  to  England ;  but  he  inform'd  him  that  it  was 
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not  a  season  for  it,  not  having  gone  thro  a  course 
of  law  here.  A  Review  to  the  same  Court,  and  then 
a  Petition  to  the  General  Assembly,  in  case  the  law 
should  be  again  mistaken  by  the  Court,  in  his  appre- 
hension, were  the  measures  to  be  taken  by  him  be- 
fore it  would  be  proper  for  him  to  seek  for  relief 
before  the  King  and  Council.  Out  of  the  great  vener- 
ation he  had  for  his  Ancestors,  lest  the  opinion  that 
he  inherited  their  authority  as  well  as  their  estates 
should  carry  him  forth  to  such  a  degree  as  would 
expose  the  Court  to  contempt,  or  himself  to  censure, 
as  he  had  sometimes  formerly  had  occasion  to  observe, 
[the  Judge]  treated  him  with  all  gentleness,  care  and 
tenderness,  at  length  prevail'd  with  him  to  take  the 
next  step,  and  accordingly  entered  his  review  to  the 
next  Court,  at  which  Court  it  seems  he  brot  his 
witnesses,  and  instead  of  any  fu^rther  process,  as  he 
had  been  directed,  with  an  uncommon  air  of  majesty 
demanded  his  Appeal,  which  the  Court  inform 'd  him 
they   had   no   law   nor  rule   to   grant. 

The  2^"^  Article,  being  a  continuance  of  the  same 
Complaint,  apply'd  to  the  General  Assembly;  please 
to  see  the  Act  of  the  Assembly  No.  which  I  am 
persuaded  will  speak  for  itself,  and  show  that  the 
cause  of  the  Petitioner's  application  being  dismisst 
was  for  his  own  neglect  in  not  taking  the  proper 
and  usual  measures  in  this  Gov*  for  his  relief,  before 
his   appeal  to   his   Majesty   in   Council. 

'Tis  true,  indeed,  that  the  measures  of  such  a  pro- 
ceeding have  never  been  prescribed,  fixed  or  stated, 
so  that  this  Gov*  knows  not  to  what  they  are  to 
conform  themselves.  No  mention  of  it  is  made  in 
the  Royal  Charter,  as  it  is  in  the  Massachusetts,  where 
the  value  of  the  action  is  stated,  and  what  should  be 
the  effect  of  it  in  respect  of  the  tryals  in  the  Province, 
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whether  execution  should  be  done,  or  respited,  or  come 
forth  from  the  King  and  Council. 

This  Corporation  hath  never  been  informed  of 
any  Act  of  Parliament  for  the  stating  that  matter, 
neither  did  her  late  Majesty  in  Council  give  any 
other  than  a  general  direction  about  Appeals:  whence 
there  is  no  direction  either  by  whom,  when  or  in  what 
cases  Appeals  should  be  granted,  nor  whether  execu- 
tion should  be  stay'd,  or  what  bonds  should  be  taken. 
All  that  I  have  understood  by  the  word  (Appeal) 
in  the  common  law  is  a  Complaint,  and,  that  in  the 
Ecclesiastical  Courts  only,  is  the  word  in  use  in  Eng- 
land as  it  is  here  improved,  for  the  removal  of  the 
whole  Cause  to  an  higher  Tribunal,  and  I  never  under- 
stood that  his  Maj'^'^  in  Council  ever  took  the  trouble 
of  the  tryal  of  Titles  of  land :  and  many  of  the  actions 
here  are  conversant  about  nothing  else. 

The  28^^  Article  is  a  misrepresentation  of  the 
tinith.  Fines,  penalties  and  fees  stated  for  Tryals, 
are  all  or  most  of  them  order'd  into  the  Treasuries, 
out  of  which  Treasuries  his  Maj'^'^*  Courts  here 
established  by  the  General  Court,  pursuant  to  the 
Charter,  are  paid  according  to  the  several  allowances 
that  are  made  to  them  by  the  Acts  of  the  General 
Assembly,  as  by  the  laws  of  the  Colony  may  be 
seen. 

The  29^''  Article  is  but  a  pretence  that  this  Gov- 
ernment pretend  to  independency  on  the  Crown,  of 
which  all  the  authority  and  lands  mention 'd  in  the 
Charter  are  holden;  in  evidence  whereof  I  suppose 
the  28  preceding  particulars  have  been  alleged.  In 
answer  whereunto  I  have  already  given  you'  the  best 
Instructions  so  short  notice  would  furnish  me  with, 
yet  doubt  not  of  its  sufficiency  to  take  off  all  the  accu- 
sations  laid   against   us,  and   vindicate  us   from   all   the 
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aspersions  of  disloyalty  and  usurpations  of  arbitrary 
power  over  the  Laws  and  the  Liberties  and  Properties 
of    the   people. 

[Indorsed]       Answers     to     M^     Winthrop's     Complaint, 
Decern'    19"*    1727."^ 

HOUSE   OF  REPRESENTATIVES  TO  JONATHAN   BELCHER. 
5^•     The    Hon*"^^    the    Gov    having    communicated 
to  this  Assembly  yours  of  and  also  the  copy  of 

Pleas  intended  to  be  improv'd  for  our  Defence  against 
Mf.  Winthropp's  Complaint  before  his  Maj*'''  in  Coun- 
cil, this  Assembly  are  well  satisfy 'd  with  the  amend- 
ments you  have  carefully  made  of  the  minutes  trans- 
mitted to  you  for  your  assistance  in  drawing  our 
Defence  for  us :  but  inasmuch  as  you  have  intimated 
in  your  letter  that  in  the  management  of  the  aifair 
between  M*"  Winthropp  and  M''  Leachmear,  that  the 
sufficiency  of  the  expressions  used  in  our  Charter  for 
the  enabling  us  to  make  any  other  than  by-laws,  and 
such  as  are  of  little  consequence,  is  call'd  in  question 
and  brot  into  dispute,  we  would  in  case  any  such  dis- 
pute should  occur  in  the  management  of  M^  Winth- 
ropp's Complaint,  add  besides  that  which  may  be 
argued  from  the  words  themselves,  and  the  most  fa- 
vourable construction  for  the  advantage  of  the  Grant- 
ees mentioned  in  the  close  of  the  Charter,  That  in  the 
Settlement  of  a  new  and  remote  Country,  it  was  abso- 
lutely necessary  that  the  affairs  thereof  should  be 
under  the  regulation  of  some  law  or  other :  That  the 
Charter  gave  no  direction  by  what  law  they  should 
govern  themselves,  whether  by  the  Civil  law,  or  the 
Common  or   Statute  law  of   the   Nation :    That   it's  not 


*  An  obvious  slip  of  the  pen  for  1728,  as  the  instructions  plainly  refer 
to  Belcher's  virtual  supersession  of  Dummer  late  in  1728;  and  Belcher  in 
his  letter  of  Jan.  8,  1728-9,  acknowledges  its  receipt  (page  160). 
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at  all  probable  that  either  of  these  are  adapted  and 
suited  to  the  Circumstances  and  Necessities  of  a  Coun- 
try for  which  they  were  never  contriv'd  nor  design 'd  : 
That  it's  the  Privilege  of  Englishmen,  and  the  natural 
Right  of  all  men  who  have  not  forfeited  it,  to  be  gov- 
erned by  laws  made  by  their  own  Consent:  That 
where  there  is  no  Charter,  but  the  Gov^  is  by  Corais- 
sion,  laws  are  made  by  the  Consent  of  the  Country, 
represented  by  their  Assemblies:  That  by  the  rule  of 
the  common  law  of  England,  Corporations  and  Courts 
are  held  by  Prescription :  That  all  the  authorities  exer- 
cised by  this  Corporation  have  been  used  ever  since 
our  Incorporation,  which  was  in  the  2''  year  of  the 
Reign  of  King  Charles  the  Second,  and  in  fact  long 
before,  even  ever  since  the  first  Plantation  of  English 
Subjects:  That  all  the  Estates  in  the  Colony  have  ever 
since  been  settled  transferred  and  regulated  by  the 
laws  here  made  and  establish 'd,  and  to  determine  all 
matters  of  fact  relating  to  them  by  different  laws  and 
rules  of  justice,  by  which  they  were  not  directed  when 
they  were  transacted,  will  be  to  overthrow  the  whole, 
and  reduce  everything  to  the  utmost  confusion.  And 
to  say  no  more,  many  laws  of  the  same  import  in  the 
neighbouring  Gov*^  have  been  approv'd  and  confirm 'd 
at  Home.  Our  own  laws  have  been  sent  and  laid 
before  their  Maj*'^'  seated  on  the  British  Throne, 
or  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  whenever  any  of  them 
have  not  been  approved  of,  and  an  Order  for  the  re- 
pealing of  them  has  been  sent  to  this  Corporation, 
they  have  immediately  comply'd  with  it,  and  when 
Appeals  or  Complaints  have  been  made  to  the  King 
and  Council  against  Judgments  given  upon  those  laws 
heretofore,  those  Judgments  have  ever  been  affirm'd: 
whence  we  trust  that  such  a  practical  interpretation  of 
the  Authority  of  this  Corporation  to  make  laws  for  th^ 


l6o  TALCOTT    PAPERS. 

management  of  their  whole  affairs  (provided  they  be 
not  repug-nant  to  the  laws  of  England)  hath  been 
given,  as   will   be   construed   in   our   favour. 

As  to  the  p'ticular  Articles  in  M^.  Winthropp's 
Complaint,  many  other  things  might  be  added ;  yet 
trusting  that  sufficient  answers  are  given,  we  add  no 
more. 

Read  and  approved  in  the  Lower  House. 

Test.  J^o  Russell,  Clerk. 

JONATHAN  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

May   it   please   your   Honour. 

Sir:  The  4:  Curr"  I  rec'd  p""  the  hands  of 
Cap*  Wadsworth  your  favour  of  30:  Decem""  with  the 
Two   Addresses : 

Sundry   settlem^''   of   intestate   Estates ; 

with    your   Instructions   for  the    Agency ; 

Copy   of   y    \J^'   to    M""    Dumer; 

Arguments  in  answer  to  M""  Winthrop's  Com- 
plaint ; 

L"'^   of   King   Charles   2^ 

Act  of  AvSsembly  to  return  M^  Winthrop's  Land. 
But  the  Comission  (or  power  of  Attourney,)  and  the 
Act  of  Assembly  constituting  me  Agent,  were  omitt'd 
to  be  put  up.  The  power  of  Attorney  M'"  Holman 
deliv'd  me  yesterday.  The  Act  of  Assembly  under  the 
seal  I  still  want,  and  pray  your  Hon'  to  forward  it 
to  me  as  soon  as  you  can.  I  have  re'd  over  every 
paper  you  sent  me,  and  if  I  rightly  understand,  my 
main  errand  to  Gt.  Britain  in  behalf  of  your  Colony 
is  to  get  reverst  the  King's  Judgm*  in  Council  ag'* 
Law  for  settling  intestate  Estates,  and  to  have  the 
same  allow'd  and  approbated  by  his  Majesty.  In  this 
and    every  other  thing  that  may  come  to    my  knowl- 
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edge  touching  y'  Colony,  I  shall  (during  my  stay  in 
Gt.  Britain)  be  as  vigilant  as  possible  to  do  every 
thing  in  my  power  for  the  best  interest  and  service 
of  your  people.  But  we  must  after  all  depend  upon 
God's  blessing  for  success,  and  be  ready  to  submit 
to  the  carvings  of  his  Providence,  in  whatever  he 
may  order. 

I  have  rec'd  from  Cap*  Wadsworth  three  thou- 
sand and  three  hundred  Pounds  of  your  Credit  bills, 
and  given  him  a  rec't  therefor,  and  have  p'd  M*" 
Holman  (according  to  agreem't)  for  going  Express, 
£6:  and  20s  more  for  his  care  and  trouble  about 
the  Corhission.  And  before  Capt  Wadsworth  bro't 
the  money,  I  p'd  ^^48 7 :  10:  o  for  a  bill  of  ;^i5o: 
Sf  which  is  all  I  have  procur'd  at  present.  I  am 
sorry  you  have  not  been  able  to  send  any  Silver  or 
(jold,  which  are  extremely  scarce  here,  as  also  bills 
for  England,  that  I  have  not  as  yet  been  able  to 
purchase  any  more  than  I  mention,  tho  I  constantly 
use   all   my  diligence. 

I  am  now  to  advise  y""  Honour  that  I  this  day 
carry 'd  Cap*  Wadsworth  aboard  the  Henrietta  Galley, 
Cap'  Pones,  with  whom  I  have  taken  passage  for 
Engl,  and  he  proposes  to  sail  by  the  middle  of  next 
mo.  This  is  the  first  good  opportunity  that  offers 
since  the  Comission  and  Instructions  came  to  hand, 
that  as  yet  no  delay  has  hap'n'd  on  my  part.  In  the 
Comission  of  Agency  I  take  notice  you  make  me  first 
of  all,  of  the  Town  of  Mortlake  in  the  Colony  of 
Connecticutt,  with  which  I  am  very  well  pleas'd :  and 
as  I  have  formerly  |  toldj  y-"  Hon^  I  look  upon  myself 
half  a  Connecticutt  man,  and  while  I  am  mentioning 
the  Town  of  Mortlake,  I  wou'd  pray  your  Honour, 
and  your  Honourable  Assembly  (agreeable  to  what  I 
have   said   to  Capt   Wadsworth)   that  nothing  new  may 
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be  done  touching  that  Town  (during  my  absence).'^*  I 
think  of  nothing  more  material  at  p'sent,  but  believe 
I  shall  trouble  your  Hon^  with  one  L"'  more  before 
my  departure.  In  the  mean  time,  I  remain,  with  much 
Respect, 

Your   Honour's   most   Obedient   Humb^    ServS 

JON\    BELCHER. 
Boston,   Jan.   8:    1728/9. 

Governour  Talcott. 

[Indorsed]     From  JON*^"  Belcher,  Esq^  Jan'y  8,  1728/9, 

with   an   account   of    Rec'ing   ^^3300   of   our   Credit 

and   Instructions,  &c. 

GOVERNOR  talcott  TO  JONATHAN  BELCHER. 

5*".-       I    have    the    favor    of   yours    of   the    6*^    in- 
stant, and  have  sent  the   Act   of   Assembly  constituting 


*  Gov.  Belcher  purchased,  April  3,  17 13,  the  tract  of  land  called  the 
manor  of  Mortlake,  then  included  in  the  township  of  Pomfret,  from  the 
son  of  Sir  John  Blackwell,  who  had  bought  the  land  in  order  to  establish 
there  a  colony  of  English  and  Irish  dissenters  during  the  reign  of  James  XL 
This  scheme  was  frustrated,  and  for  nearly  thirty  years  Mortlake  was  left 
a  wilderness.  Belcher  at  once  undertook  the  improvement  and  settlement 
of  this  territory.  A  highway  was  laid  out,  two  farms  called  Kingswood 
and  Wiltshire  reserved  for  Mr.  Belcher's  own  occupation,  and  large  tracts 
of  land  were  sold.  The  right  of  jurisdiction  was  transferred  with  the  land 
title,  and  Belcher's  purchase  recognized  as  a  distinct  township.  As  part  of 
the  tract  was  within  the  limits  of  Pomfret,  Mr.  Belcher  proposed  to  annex 
his  township  to  that  town  under  certain  conditions ;  which  were  not  ac- 
cepted, and  Mortlake  was  left  in  1716  in  its  original  status  as  manorial 
property,  with  the  rights  and  privileges  of  a  township,  but  its  government 
resting  in  an  individual,  not  in  a  corporation.  In  May,  1728,  the  inhab- 
itants petitioned  the  General  Assembly  that  they  might  be  set  off  as  a 
separate  township.  The  Lower  House  granted  the  petition,  but  it  was 
rejected  by  the  Upper ;  Belcher  was  too  powerful  a  person  to  be  molested. 
In  1739  Gov.  Belcher  sold  the  south  part  of  Wiltshire  to  Israel  Putnam  and 
John  Pope,  both  of  Salem.  In  the  course  of  the  year  Putnam  purchased 
Pope's  share,  and  took  personal  possession  of  Wiltshire  Manor.  In  the  fol- 
lowing year  all  that  remained  of  Belcher's  land  was  sold  by  him  to  Godfrey 
Malbone,  of  Newport;  viz.,  Kingswood  and  the  north  part  of  Wiltshire. 
The  manorial  status  of  Mortlake  was  unchanged  by  this  transfer,  but  the 
owners  were  accessible  and  the  land  more  open  for  improvement.  In  1752 
Mortlake  was  dis-stated  and  merged  into  Pomfret  township,  and  then  estab- 
lished as  a  society  by  the  name  of  Brooklyn.  Gov.  Belcher  had  also  a  resi- 
dence in  Woodstock,  and  his  counsel  was  sought  in  many  cases  of  difficulty 
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you  Agent,  &c.  Your  business  at  present  for  this 
Colony,  as  Agent,  will  be  as  you  have  intimated  in 
your  last  to  me,  (viz.)  to  get  reverst  the  Judgment 
of  the  King  in  Council,  making  null  and  void  our 
law  for  the  settling  Intestate  Estates,  and  to  get  the 
said   law   allowed   and   confirmed,   &c. 

And  I  have  no  doubt  but  that  you'l  serve  this 
Government  in  faithfulness  to  the  utmost  of  your 
power,  in  whatever  may  inure  to  his  Majesty's  serv- 
ice  and   the   tranquillity  of  this   Gov*. 

And  nothing  new  coming  to  my  mind  that  is 
necessary  for  your  further  instruction  in  the  manage- 
ment of  our  affairs,  I  desire  you  give  my  hum.  Service 
with  Respects  to  all  Gen^  that  shall  inquire  after  me, 
to  our  agent,  Jeremia  Dummer,  Esq^  and  to  Mr.  Sam'' 
Suall  [Sewall]  of  Boston,  now  I  suppose  in  London, 
to  whom  I  sent  a  letter  respecting  our  affairs,  upon 
his  offering  his  service,  and  am  persuaded  he'll  serve 
me  and  this  Colony  in  anything  that  he  can,  and 
shall  not  add,  but  only  committing  you  with  all  your 
concerns,  and  ours,  to  the  guidance,  conduct,  and  pro- 
tection of  the  allwise  Gov  of  the  whole  world,  and 
pray  that  He  who  hath  the  hearts  of  kings  in  his 
own  hands  would  give  you  and  us  favor  in  the  eyes 
of  our  Sovereign   King   George,  &c. 

That  the  heavens  may  protect  you,  and  send  you 
a  good  and  safe  passage  to  great  britton,  keep  you 
safely  and  guide  you  with  his  eye  whilst  there,  and 
give  success,  with  safe  return  in  his  own  good  time,  to 
his  praise  and  his  people's  good  for  whom  you  are 
concerned,   so   prays   and   hopes.   Sir, 

Your  very   hum'''    Serv*, 

J.   TALCOTT. 

Hartford,   Jan'y   30*'',    1728/9. 

by  neighboring  Connecticut  tov/ns.  — Miss  LarneiVs  History  of  Windhatn 
County,  1.  /go,  194-9,  344>  353^  3^^^  SH-'^o- 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT'S   COMMISSION  TO   RICHARD 
CHRISTOPHER.* 

Joseph  Talcott  Esq'"  Gov'"  of  his  Majestys  English 
Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England  having  power 
and  authority  (by  our  act  of  y^  fifteenth  year  of  King 
Charles  y^  2"^  intitled  an  act  for  the  encouragement  of 
trade)  to  appoint  Navall  offices  or  officers  in  any  Ports 
in  s*^  Colony:    Send  Greeting: 

To  all  to  whom  these  Presents  shall  come :  Know 
ye  that  I  have  assigned,  constituted  and  appointed  and 
by  these  presents  doe  assign,  constitute,  and  appoint 
Richard  Christopher  of  New  London  Esq^,  to  be 
Navall  Officer  in  the  port  of  New  London  and  the 
dependances  therein,  and  do  impower  him  the  s''  Rich- 
ard Christopher  to  doe  and  performe  the  severall  acts 
and  duties  belonging  to  the  office  of  a  Navall  officer 
in  s'^  Port  of  Newlondon  as  afores'^  according  to  what 
is  required  of  such  officers  by  the  severall  acts  of  Par- 
lyment  in  such  Cases ;  and  by  y®  laws  of  this  his 
Maj'es  Colony.  Given  under  my  hand  and  seall  at 
arms  in  Hartford  this  sixth  day  of  feberury  in  the 
second  yeare  of  his  Majestys  Reign  George  the  2''  by 
the  grace  of  God  of  Great  britton  &c  King:    Defender 

of  the  faith. 

J.  TALCOTT. 

[Indorsed]   Copie   Commission    I   sent   Richard   Christo- 
pher, Naval   officer. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   GOVERNOR    MONTGOMERIE.f 
Sir:     May   it  please   your   Excellency: 

When  you  first  arrived  to  your  Government  at 
New    York,   I    sent    a    congratulatory    letter    to    your 


*  Richard  Christopher  was  born  Aug.  i8,  1685 ;  deputy  from  New  Lon- 
don ;  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  New  London  County ;  Assistant ;  died  in 
1736.  — ///wwd'w'j  Puritan  Settlers,  S^^S-  ^^^^^  Caulkins'  History  of  Neio 
London,  317.     Colonial  Records,  Vols.  VII.  and  VIII. 

\  Col.  John  Montgomerie.  or  Montgomery,  said  to  have  been  a  favorite 
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Excellency,  with  a  motion  in  it,  to  persuade  yon  to 
set  a  time  for  our  joyning  with  our  Com*^^^  to  run 
and  ascertain  the  boundary  line  between  this  Colony 
and  the  Province  of  New  York;  and  in  a  short  time 
after  I  heard  that  the  letter  came  safe  to  you,  but 
I  have  had  no  answer  as  yet,  and  lately  I  am  in- 
formed that  your  Excellency  hath  said  that  you  have 
had  a  letter  from  the  Gov  of  Connecticut,  and 
would  willing  write  him  an  answer,  but  he  not 
signing  his  letter,  you  have  been  at  a  loss  for  his 
name ;  and  I  well  remember  when  I  sent  s*^  letter, 
my  clerk  had  transcribed  several  letters,  and  brought 
them  to  me  to  compare  and  sign,  and  as  I  signed, 
he  closed  and  seal'd  them,  and  very  like  in  the 
multiplicity  of  business,  he  might  close  that  before  I 
had  sign'd  it.  However,  I  hope  the  slip  is  venial, 
and  that  your  Excellency  will  please  to  favor  me 
with  an  answer.  And  as  to  the  matter  of  the  Line 
&c.  I  shall  refer  you  to  my  former,  only  to  say, 
since  the  Assemblys  of  each  Gov"'ment  have  show'd 
their  earnevSt  desire  that  s*^  line  might  be  agreed 
to  and  settled,  and  especial  the  Govment  of  New 
York  by  their  ex  parte  Act,  &c.  The  season  of  the 
year  for  doing  such  services  now  drawing  nigh,  and 
the  peace  and  good  of  the  Governments,  and  more 
especially  of  the  borderers  on  s'^  line,  much  depending 
on  the  settling  and  making  of  it  certain,  I  hope  I 
shall  not  offend  your  good  nature,  if  I  once  more 
move  that  your  Excellency  would  appoint  a  time  and 
place  as  soon  as  may  be  with  conveniency,  for  our 
Commissioners   to   meet   to    carry   on    and    perfect   said 

of  King  George  II.,  was  appointed  Governor  of  New  York  in  the  room  of 
Gov.  Burnet,  Aug.  23,  1727,  soon  after  that  King's  accession.  He  did  not 
arrive  in  New  York  until  April  15,  1728."  He  died  while  holding  the  office, 
June  30,  i-]^!.— Documents  Relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  A' civ  Yoi'k^ 
V.  S2j-4y  8jj,  gzi.     Hutchinson,  II.  j^j. 
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service,  and  I  shall  not  be  wanting  to  contribute 
what's  in  my  power  for  his  Majesty's  Service,  and 
good  of  the  Gov^ment  on  that  behalf,  and  am,  with 
due   Regards,   Sir, 

Your   Excellency's 

Most   hum^',   most   obed*   Servant, 

J.   TALCOTT.  ^ 
Hartford,  March    17,    1728/9. 

To  Gov'   Montgomery. 

LIEUT.-GOVERNOR   DUMMER    TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Sir:  I  received  yours  relating  [to]  the  box  of 
books  which  I  have  found  and  have  committed  it  to 
the  care  of  one  of  my  officers  at  the  Castle  to 
put  on  board  the  next  vessel  bound  for  your  port, 
who  will  take  good  care  thereof.  I'm  going  to  New- 
bury for  about  6  weeks,  and  at  my  return  shall  be 
ready   to   render  you   any   service,  being 

Sir   Your  most   humble   servant, 

W^  DUMMER. 
Boston,  i8th   March,   1728. 

JONATHAN    BELCHER    TO    GOVERNOR    TALCOTT. 
May   it  please    Your   Honour. 

S*":  I  have  now  the  opportunity  (with  great  thank- 
fulness to  Almighty  God)  to  advise  you  of  my  safe 
arrival  after  a   fine   passage   of   26   days. 

I  spent  yesterday's  evening  with  my  good  friend 
M""  Dummer,  and  the  evening  before  with  M-"  Win- 
throp,  with  whom  I  had  a  long  talk  upon  the  affairs 
of  the  Colony.  I  find  M""  Winthrop  full  of  wrath  and 
prejudice  against  Connecticutt,  and  I  believe  now  in- 
deavouring  to  do  them  all  the  ill  offices  in  his  power. 
But  I  hope  God  will  blast  his  unjust  attempts.  M^ 
Dummer   and    I    are   in   a   perfect  good   understanding, 
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and  shall  proceed  with  aU  possible  vigour  and  dispatch 
in  the  business  I  am  come  about.  I  pray  God  grant 
the  desired  success.  We  shall  carefully  watch  all  M^ 
Winthrop's    motions. 

As  I  am  but  just  got  to  Town,  and  this  goes  by 
New  York,  Your  Honour  will  pardon  its  brevity,  and  I 
shall  write  more  at  large  by  the  ships  bound  to  Boston 
in  14  days.  I  present  my  humble  duty  to  your  Hon- 
our and  the  General  Assembly,  and  am,  Hono^'^  Sr. 

Your'  and  their  most  Obedient  Serv". 

JON^.    BELCHER. 
London,  April  ii:  1729. 

Governour  Talcott. 

JONATHAN   BELCHER  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

May   it  please    Your   Ho7io24r. 

S\-  Since  mine  of  the  11  :  April,  M""  Burner  and 
I  have  drawn  up  the  State  of  the  Colony  and  laid  it 
before  Council,  respecting  the  King's  declaration  upon 
your  Law  for  the  settling  intestate  Estates,  and  consid- 
ering the  King  has  declared  what  you  call  a  Law  to 
be  null  and  void,  the  Charter  not  giving  you  power  to 
make  such  a  Law,  it  is  the  opinion  of  the  best  Council 
here,  upon  their  most  mature  deliberation,  not  to  apply 
to  the  King  in  Council,  and  that  for  this  reason  :  Inas- 
much as  there  is  not  power  by  the  Charter  you  have 
already,  to  make  such  a  Law,  the  King  cannot  by  any 
after  acts  ratify  that  for  a  Law  to  you,  which  you  had 
not  an  original  power  to  make.  An  Order  of  the  King 
and  Council  might  indeed  look  forward  and  give  you 
such  a  power,  but  that  would  not  help  or  relieve  the 
Colony  in  the  practice  they  have  been  in  from  their 
first  settlement  to  this  time.  Beside  —  upon  application 
for   an   order,  to  look  forward,  they  wou'd  be  ready  to 
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say  it  could  be  done  no  otherwayes  than  by  a  new 
Charter,  and  it  would  be  too  dangerous  an  experiment 
to  resign  the  present  Charter  for  such  an  one  as  wou'd 
now  be  given.  It  is  therefore  the  advice  of  our  Coun- 
cil to  bring  the  matter  forward  in  Parliam'^  the  next 
Session,  and  to  indeavour  to  obtain  leave  to  bring  in  a 
special  bill  for  the  quieting  of  all  Estates,  as  well  for 
the  time  past,  as  to  inable  the  Colony  for  going 
on  in  the  same  method  for  the  future.  This  doubt- 
less will  be  the  most  vsubstantial  and  effectual  way 
for  the  peace  and  security  of  your  people,  and  we 
have  good  assurances  of  getting  it  thorro',  though  it 
will  be  very  expensive.  But  what  gives  me  the 
greatest  concern  in  this  matter,  both  with  respect  to 
the  Colony  and  my  self,  is  the  delay  of  time.  For 
as  it  will  keep  your  affairs  in  an  unsettl'd  posture 
till  the  next  spring,  so  it  will  detain  me  from  my 
family  and  business.  But  if  it  shall  please  God  to 
give  a  successful  issue,  I  shall  think  my  time  and 
pains  well  bestow'd,  nor  will  I  leave  any  stone 
unturn'd  to  have  the  matter  done  in  the  best  and 
strongest  manner.  This  is  all  I  am  able  to  write 
at   p'sent. 

M'  Winthrop  has  made  no  further  step  since 
my   arrival,   in   his   Complaint  against   the   Charter. 

I   remain   with   much   Respect, 
Your  Honour's  Most  Obed*  Humb  :   Serv" 

JON^.    BELCHER. 
London,    May   20,    1729. 
Governour   Talcott. 

I  inclose  your  Honour  a  bill  brought  forward 
this  last  Session  of  Parliament,  in  which  you'll  find 
two  pernicious  clauses :  One  to  forbid  the  cutting 
any  white   pine   tree   in  the   plantations,  unless  within 
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fence :  another,  to  pull  down  all  iron  forges,  and 
prohibiting  any  others  to  be  set  up.  But  with  a 
proper  and  diligent  application,  we  got  both  these 
clauses  struck  out   of  the   bill. 

JONATHAN    BELCHER    TO    GOVERNOR    TALCOTT. 
Copy    Pr    Walker. 
May  it  please    V''  Hon''. 

S'':  Since  mine  of  the  20 :  May,  no  ship  has  sail'd 
for  New  England,  to  give  me  the  op'tunity  of  advising 
you  how  far  M'  Dummer  and  I  have  proceeded  in  the 
affairs  of  the  Colony.  Altho  our  Council  (as  good  as 
any  in  England)  were  both  of  them  fully  in  opinion 
there  cou'd  be  no  remedy  for  the  present  difficulty  you 
labour  under  but  p""  Parliam^  yet  considering  the 
length  of  time  such  an  application  would  require,  as 
well  as  the  great  trouble  and  charge,  it  made  us  very 
uneasy  and  desirous  (if  practicable)  to  get  some  relief 
p'  the  King  in  Council.  We  therefore  waited  upon 
the  Lord  High  Chancellour,  to  beg  the  favour  of  his 
advice  (after  stating  the  case  to  him).  The  first  time 
we  had  the  Hon"'  to  wait  on  him,  his  L'^ship  told  us 
that  he  thot  the  matter  could  not  be  settled  with  lasting 
security,  but  p''  Act  of  Parliam*.  However,  his  L'^ship 
was  so  good  as  to  tell  us  he  would  further  consider 
the  matter,  and  order 'd  us  to  come  to  him  again  in  10 
days,  which  we  did,  and  gave  him  the  case  in  writing, 
and  after  his  L'^ship  had  perus'd  it  and  question'd  us 
on  several  heads,  he  kindly  told  us  that  our  application 
must  be  to  ParliamS  as  the  safest  and  most  indisputa- 
ble method  to  establish  the  peace  and  quiet  of  your 
people,  and  I  think  we  are  pretty  sure  of  his  L^'ship's 
favour  and  countenance  when  it  comes  forward,  as  well 
as  the  influence  of  many  other  considerable   Members 

22 


I/O  TALCOTT   PAPERS. 

of  Parliam^  Thus  I  believe  the  matter  must  rest  till 
the  Session,  which  will  hardly  be  before  January  next. 
I  am  sorry  for  this  delay,  but  am  sensible  it  wou'd  be 
throw'g  away  the  Colony's  money  to  pursue  the  affair 
in  any  other  channel.  So  we  must  be  patient,  and 
in  the  mean  time  I  should  greatly  esteem  the  fav*"  of 
your  L""  and  further  Instructions,  if  you  have  anything 
new  to  communicate  to  me.  I  ask  your  acceptance  of 
the  inclos'd  Prints,  and  remain, 

With   due  Regards  to   Your   Self  and   the  General 
Assembly,  Hon^^^  Ss 

Your  most  Obed^  Serv", 

JON^   BELCHER. 

London,  July  12,  1729. 

[Superscribed] 
To  the   Hono*'^'   Joseph   Talcott,  Esq.,  Governour  of 
His    Majesty's    Colony   of    Connecticutt.      Hartford. 
?••    Capt   Webster. 

JONATHAN  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

May   it   please   Your    Honour. 

S'':  My  last  was  12:  Curr"  p'  Walker,  which 
gave  you  the  full  state  of  the  Colony's  business 
(under  my  care)  at  that  time.  I  am  now  with  the 
honour  of  yours  of  23^^  May,  and  by  L"''^  of  9: 
ulto.  from  my  friends  at  Boston  they  write  me  they 
had  that  day  the  news  of  my  arrival  here,  which  I 
suppose  will  soon  reach  your  Hon^,  as  well  as  my 
L"'■^  one  on  the  back  of  another,  for  I  think  I  have 
constantly  wrote  you  the  needfull  since  my  arrival. 
I  do  assure  you  I  was  very  glad  to  find  my  old  Col- 
league and  Bro^  Agent,  M"'  Dummer,  in  a  good 
degree  of  health,  and  as  I  have  wrote  you  once  and 
again,  we   act   in    concert,  and  in   p'fect  harmony,  and 
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shall  be  diligently  doing  everything  in  our  power  to 
prevent  the  mischiefs  levelled  against  your  Colony,  as 
well  as  to  retrieve  your  Law  for  settling  intestate  Es- 
tates. It's  impossible  for  any  one  to  be  more  bitter 
and  violent  against  your  people  and  Governm^  than 
Mr  Winthrop.  But  I  hope  God  will  blast  all  his  unjust 
designs,  and  in  due  time  put  you  on  a  good  establish- 
ment. 

Since,  as  your  Honour  observes,  your  Governm* 
by  their  sollicitations  have  prevail'd  with  me  to  leave 
my  family  and  affairs,  to  ingage  in  a  hazardous  voyage 
hither,  God  granting  me  life  and  health,  I  hope  I 
shall  not  be  wanting  to  do  everything  in  the  compass 
of  my  power  to  promote  the  peace  and  welfare  of  Con- 
necti*.  Nor  shall  I  suffer  any  affair  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts to  interfere  to  your  disadvantage,  but  shall 
carefully  and  cautiously  guard  against  it. 

M""  Dumer  and  I  have  both  wrote  you  that  the 
matter  must  rest  till  next  Session  of  Parliam^  by 
advice  of  my  Lord  Chancellor  and  our  Council,  as 
being  the  best  and  safest  method  to  proceed  in.  Altho 
it  will  be  chargeable,  yet  if  we  succeed  (which  God 
grant)  once  well  done  is  twice  done,  and  as,  I  look 
upon  Connecticutt  [being]  my  [half  a  line  torn  off] 
and  where  I  have  not  the  smallest  interest,  I  say  this 
with  the  great  trust  comitted  to  me  by  the  Governm* 
must  be  the  strongest  tye  to  exert  my  self  with  the 
greatest  integrity  and  fidelity  in  your  service.  God 
governs  the  world,  and  the  event  we  must  submit  to 
Him. 

With   my  duty  to   your    Honour,   the   Council   and 
Assembly,  I  remain  S^ 
Your  and  their  most  Obed*  faithfull  Serv" 

JON^.  BELCHER. 
London,  July  21,  1729. 
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[Superscribed]  To  The  Honourable  Joseph  Talcott, 
Esq.,  Govemour  of  His  Majesty's  Colony  of  Con- 
necticutt,  Hartford.     P""  Cap*  Crocker. 

[Indorsed]  The  inclosed  to  be  opened  before  the 
Gen  1^  Assembly,  Oct""  9,   1729. 

JEREMY  DUMMER  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

5*'.-     I   heartily   thank   you   for  your  kind  letter  of 

May  last,  and   hope   you   have   receiv'd   mine,  wherein 

I   gave    you   an   account   how   your   affairs   then   stood, 

and   nothing   new   has   happen 'd    since.      Here   is   now 

an    absolute   suspension    of    all   publick    business.     The 

King  is  at  Hannover,  and  the  Members  of  both  Houses 

of  Parliament  are  diverting  themselves  in  the  Country. 

As  soon  as  the  Winter  comes  on,  the   scene  of  publick 

business   will   open   again,  and  then  I  won't  lose  a  day 

or    an    hour    that    can    be    sav'd,    in    accelerating   your 

business.       Please    to    deliver   the    inclos'd,  and    excuse 

this    coarse    paper,   for    I    write    in    hast    at    a    Coffee 

House,   the   bag   waiting   for   me. 

I  am,  Sr, 

Your  Very  Humble  Ser*, 

JER.  DUMMER. 
LONDO.  8th  Aug*.   1729. 

Gov  Talcot. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  THE  COUNCIL. 
Gentlemen:  Intending  a  journey  to  New  Haven, 
and  not  knowing  whether  I  should  return  in  season  so 
as  to  have  the  opportunity  of  advising  with  you  re- 
specting our  affairs  at  home,  I  desire  your  consider- 
ation and  advice :  whether  since  it's  reported  that 
when  one  of  the  attornys  in  the  Massachusets  case 
setting   forth   the   loyalty   of   his   Majesty's   subjects   in 
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New  England,  my  Lord  Townsend  took  him  up  very 
short,  and  reprehend:  him  severely  for  offering  any 
thing  of  that  nature,  it  man't  be  worth  our  while  to 
write  to  our  Agents,  that  however  the  Province,  &c. 
hath  done  in  disobedience  to  his  Majesty,  and  not 
adhering  to  his  Instructions,  we  hope  we  shall  not 
suffer  for  their  faults. 

Inasmuch  as  we  hope  we  have  not  fail'd  attend- 
ing his  Majesty's  Instructions  to  this  Colony,  nor  his 
predecessors',  but  have  readily  comply 'd,  as  it  will  evi- 
dently appear  by  the  gratious  letter  from  his  Majesty 
King  Charles  the  Second :  and  in  that  upon  his 
Majesty's  Order  for  the  settlement  of  the  Line  between 
the  Province  of  New  York  and  this  Colony,  our  Gen" 
Assembly  immediately  fully  impower'd  and  sent  our 
Committees,  who   have   fully  agreed   in  that  affair. 

Also,  when  their  Lordships  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
ordered  our  Agents  to  signify  to  us  their  dislike  of 
our  not  settling  our  bounds  with  Rh.  Island  for  so 
long  a  time,  we  immediately  referr'd  that  matter,  and 
when  his  Majesty  in  Council  was  pleas'd  to  make  their 
determination,  (altho,  as  we  thought,  much  in  favor  of 
Rh.  Island,)  yet  as  soon  as  we  were  inform'd  by  a 
copy  of  his  Majesty's  Pleasure  thereon,  we  comply 'd, 
and   settled   that   affair   with  Rh.  Island   accordingly. 

And  further,  when  his  Majesty  upon  the  hearing 
the  case  Winthrop  &  Lechmere,  (and  tho  we  were  not 
heard,)  yet  his  Majesty's  determining  our  Law  respect- 
ing Intestate  Estates  to  be  null  and  void,  altho  a  thing 
of  such  vast  consequence  to  us,  considering  the  multi- 
tude of  settlements  here  that  might  be  affected  with  it, 
to  the  great  disquieting  of  our  people  and  Govment, 
and  we  suppose  the  conveniency  and  necessity  of  the 
continuance  of  said  Law,  and  a  matter  that  so  nearly 
touch t    our    interests,    yet    as    soon    as    we    were    only 
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notified  of  it  by  a  copy  of  his  Majesty's  determination, 
(sent  to  M'"'  Winthrop,)  upon  her  motion  our  Assem- 
bly forthwith  ordered  execution  for  the  return  of  M^. 
Winthrop's  land,  in  compliance  with  his  Majesty's  de- 
termination, and  have  not  since  made  any  distributions 
on  the  Real  Estate  of  Intestates,  altho  it  is  so  much 
in  prejudice  of  a  great  number  of  our  people,  but  all 
quietly  wait  to  hear  his  Majesty's  further  Pleasure, 
when  the  true  state  of  this  Colony  is  laid  before  him, 
hoping-  his  Majesty  taking  of  it  into  his  wise  consider- 
ation, will  be  pleased  gratiously  to  confirm  what  has 
been  past  under  that  so  long  .usage,  and  further  order 
that  we  may  proceed  in  the  same  way  for  the  settle- 
ment of  Intestate  Estates,  so  agreeable  to  this  new 
uncultivated   Country. 

Whether  something  to  this  purpose,  with  any 
other  addition  you  may  think  of  and  intreat  while  you 
are  together  you'd  improve  the  few  leisure  minutes 
you  can  spare  to  draw  up  something  of  your  thoughts 
&c.  in  writing,  that  I  and  the  Government  may  have 
the  benefit  of,  and  to  that  end  I  have  inclosed  the 
necessary  letters,  and  am.  Gentlemen,  in  haste. 
Your   humble   Serv", 

J:    TALCOTT. 
Hartford,   Septem"-   S^h,    1729. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  AGENTS  BELCHER  AND 
DUMMER. 

vS""*.'  I  here  send  you  the  principal  Questions 
and  Resolves  upon  which  we  ground  our  fears  of 
bringing  our  Case  of  Connecticut  into  Parliament:  and 
answered  with  Reasons  on  which  (under  pressing 
necessity)  we  would  ground  our  hopes,  as  they  were 
drawn  and  laid  before  the  Council  in  Hartford,  for 
advice  whether  it  was  proper  for  me  to  send  them  to 
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our  Agents  in  Great  Britain,  or  not;  and  the  Resolve 
of  the  Council  thereon  was  unanimous  in  the  affirma- 
tive. 

The  Case  of  Connecticut,  (viz.)  Connecticut  has 
made  a  Law  to  divide  inheritances,  and  it  hath  been 
their  steady  practice  from  the  beginning  to  divide 
inheritances.  This  Law  is  by  Act  of  the  King  and 
Council  vacated,  as  being  contrary  to  the  Law  of  Eng- 
land, whereby  all  the  settlements  of  inheritances  are 
exposed  to  be  set  aside,  and  our  Colony  reduc*  to 
utmost  confusion ;  against  which  we  are  inform'd  there 
is  no  certain  remedy  without  an  act  of  Parliament. 
Now,  there  [are]  two  things  which  give  us  cause  to 
fear  making  our  motion  to  the  Parliament  to  do  this 
for  us,  and  a  third,  which  makes  it  look  dark  upon 
us   at  this   time. 

The  first  thing  is  whether  it  be  probable  that  it 
will  be  granted,  it  being  to  ask  a  privilege  of  them  in 
addition  to  the  privileges  granted  us  by  our  Charter, 
with  which  they  may  think  we  ought  to  be  content, 
without  desiring  them  to  establish  a  rule  for  us  that's 
contrary  to  the  Law  of  England,  by  which  his  Majesty 
King  Charles  the  2d  did  limit  us  in  the  Royall 
Charter. 

Second  thing  that  makes  us  fearful  in  making  this 
motion  to  the  Parliament  is,  whether  it  won't  naturally 
lead  the  Parliament  to  inquire  whether  this  Govern- 
ment have  not  accustomed  themselves  to  take  the  same 
liberty  of  making  other  Laws  contrary  to  the  Laws  of 
England,  as  they  themselves  are  now  sensible  they 
have  done  in  this  case :  on  which  enquiry  it  may  be 
feared  whether  our  Ecclesiastical  Laws,  our  'establish- 
ing a  Collegiate  ^School,  and  some  of  our  Civil  Laws 
will  not  be  vacated,  as  being  contrary  to  the  Laws  of 
England:  and  further,  whether  the  Parliament  will  not 
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on  this  enquiry  fall  into  an  opinion  that  our  Charter 
has  not  made  us  a  Government,  or  Province  but  only 
a  Corporation,  and  can  therefore  by  the  Charter  make 
only   by-laws. 

And  a  third  thing  which  makes  us  fearful  of 
making  the  motion  at  this  time  is,  the  Declaration  of 
the  present  Ministry,  which  seem  to  limit  our  Charter 
so  as  to  prohibit  our  making  any  Law  that  is  contrary 
to  the  Law^s  of  the  Realm  of  England ;  and  the  ill 
resented  non-compliance  of  our  neighboring  Province, 
the  Massachusets,  with  the  King's  instructions,  ordered 
by  way  of  threatening  into  the  Parliament ;  with  which 
people  they  know  ours  are  so  allied  in  all  their  inter- 
ests that  their  case  will  bode  an  ill  aspect  on  ours^ 
thus  farr  in  this  hazardous  manner  we  represent  it. 

And  now  to  proceed  to  state  it  in  a  more  favoura- 
ble manner,  (viz.) 

The  Colony  hath  instructed  the  Agents  to  endeavor 
the  recovery  of  our  Law  concerning  Intestate  EvStates  : 
they  have  asked  Counsel,  who  say  the  only  Remedy  is 
by  a  bill  in  the  Parliament;  they  have  laid  the  Case 
before  the  Lord  High  Chancellor,  with  the  reasons, 
who  is  of  the  same  mind  with  their  Counsel,  and  say 
the  Agent's  arguments  are  good.  The  Agents  have 
informed  the  Assembly  of  this,  and  it  is  to  be  consid- 
ered whether  the  Agents  should  be  instructed  to  follow 
their  Counsel,  or  desist. 

In  order  to  a  prudent  resolution  of  this  Case,  'tis 
needful  to  consider  the  inconveniencies  we  must  suffer 
if  nothing  be  done  for  us  on  the  affair;  and  on  the 
other  hand,  the  hazard  we  are  in,  if  we  follow  the  coun- 
sel given  to  our  Agents. 

And  here  it   is  most  apparent   that  if   nothing  be 

*  Hutchinson,  II.  361   et  seq.     Palfrey's  History  of  New    England,   IV., 
Chap.  V, 
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done   for  us   on   that   affair,   that  these  inconveniences 
will   follow :  — 

I  St.  With  respect  to  what  is  past,  the  people  will 
evidently  enter  upon  one  another  in  their  particular 
properties,  and  hence  will  arise  endless  law  suits, 
which  will  occasion  an  unaccountable  charge,  as  well 
as  great  heats  and  animosities  between  the  parties,  and 
probably  determine  in  the  ruin  of  many  families  who 
are  now  honestly  possessed  of  Good  Estates. 

2.  The  proprietors  of  the  common  and  undivided 
lands  in  the  towns  will  be  likely  to  fall  together  by 
the  ears,  about  those  lands,  in  an  endless  dispute, 
whether  they  belong  to  the  Eldest  Son  of  the  Patent- 
ees, or  to  the  last  survivor  of  them,  or  to  the  Propri- 
etors in  Generall,  as  it  is  now,  and  has  been  always 
understood. 

3.  The  Judges  in  determining  these  disputes  will 
be  under  the  greatest  difficulty :  for  if  they  determine 
them  according  to  the  Common  Law  of  England,  our 
foundation  is  rip't  up  from  the  bottom,  and  the 
country  undone.  If  they  determine  them  by  the  Laws 
on  which  those  Settlements  were  made,  'tis  but  to 
throw  the  matter  into  a  greater  confusion,  and  affront 
the  King,  since  he  hath  declared  that  Law  void  in  a 
like  Case,  and  our  best  Counsel  has  told  us  we  have 
no  power  to  make  a  law  to  restrain  property,  or  regu- 
late descents. 

2.  [4.]  With  respect  to  what  is  to  come,  if  we 
should  only  have  a  confirmation  of  such  Estates  as 
have  been  already  settled  in  the  Probates,  we  may  con- 
sider there  are  many  Estates  of  20  or  30  years  standing 
that  have  never  yet  been  settled,  and  more  of  a  later 
date ;  all  which  must  now  be  settled  contrary  to  justice 
and  equal  rights,  and  to  the  wrong  of  many  fatherless 

23 
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children :  nor  doth  it  any  ways  suit  with  the  Consti- 
tution of  the  country,  that  the  Estates  that  are  yet  to 
fall,  should  fall  to  one  child,  to  the  disinheriting  of 
the  rest. 

But  to  counterpoise  all  this,  it  must  be  considered, 
the  hazard  we  run  in  making  this  motion  to  the 
Parliament. 

1.  There's  hazard  that  if  we  move,  we  shall  not 
obtain   the  thing  we   move   for. 

Reply:  There's  hope  as  well  as  hazard,  and  if  we 
don't   obtain,   we   are   but   where   we   were. 

2.  There    will  be   charge   in   making   the   motion. 
Reply:    Not   so   much   charge   as   the   lawsuits   are 

like   to   be,   if   we   do   nothing. 

3.  There's  reason  to  fear  that  such  a  motion  may 
indanger  the  Charter  itself,  for  there  is  now  depending 
a  dispute  between  the  King  and  the  Massachusets,  in 
which  M'"  Belcher  is  concerned:*  the  Court  and  Parlia- 
ment bear  frowning  countenances  upon  the  Plantations 
on  that  account,  and  that  motion  will  affront  the  King: 
therefore,  'tis  not  safe  to  put  this  handle  into  their 
hands   to    ruin   us. 

Reply:  ist.  In  the  Controversy  between  the  Crown 
and  the  Massachusets  it  may  be  considered  that  if  the 
Massachusets  had  arrogated  to  themselves  a  privilege 
that  was  not  theirs,  and  denied  the  Crown  in  any  pre- 
rogative belonging  to  it;  Doubtless  her  Majesty  in 
Council  had  censured  them  for  it  in  the  Sentence  they 
gave  in  that  affair;  but  there  was  not  such  a  censure 
put  upon  them,  but  rather  the  Case   is   referred  to  the 


*  "Whereas  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq'  is  intended  on  a  Voyage  shortly  to 
Great  Britain,  Voted  that  he  be  desired  and  impowered  upon  his  Arrival 
there  to  be  aiding  and  assisting  Francis  Wilks,  Esq"",  and  that  he  use  his 
utmost  Endeavour  that  His  Majesty's  Determination  in  the  Memorial  the 
house  have  prepared  to  be  transmitted  to  His  Majesty  may  be  in  favour 
of  the  House." — A  Collection  of  the  Proceedings  of  the  Great  and  General 
Court  and  Assembly  of  His  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay,  100, 
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Parliament  to  resolve  if  its  best  to  have  a  privilege 
confirm'd  upon  them,  which  will  make  their  Gov^,  their 
pensionary:  therefore,  they  having  only  stood  for  their 
privilege,  it  is  not  like  to  raise  indignation  in  the 
Parliament  against  them,  (and  much  less  against  us,) 
tho'  it  may  occasion  the  Parliament,  for  reasons  of 
State,   to   abridge   that  privilege. 

2.  There's  no  analogy  between  the  Case  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  this  of  ours,  for  there  the  King's 
interest  is  concerned,  his  declared  mind  about  it 
withstood ;  but  here  his  interest  is  wholly  with  us, 
to  promote  the  peace  of  his  subjects,  and  he  is  so 
far  from  declaring  against  us,  that  his  Chancellor  has 
said  the  reasons  we  give  for  obtaining  are  good. 
Therefore,  why  should  we  say  this  motion  will  affront 
the  King  ?  It  carries  in  it  the  greatest  submission :  for 
by  asking  the  Parliament  to  make  us  such  a  Law, 
we  say,  with  the  King,  we  have  no  power  to  make 
it  ourselves,  and  therefore  beg  of  him  to  do  it  for 
us. 

3ly.  Why  should  we  say  the  Court  and  Parlia- 
ment frown  upon  the  rights  of  the  Plantations?  The 
house  of  Hanover  are  no  invaders  r^f  the  rights  of 
their  people,  but  famous  for  their  [the]  contrary;  of 
this  they  have  given  many  instances  since  they  became 
our  Sovereign,  but  not  one  of  their   encroachments. 

4.  And  why  should  we  say  this  puts  a  handle 
into  their  hands  to  ruin  our  Charter?  Can  our  re- 
questing them  to  confirm  to  us  this  antient  Custom, 
because  tis  so  very  necessary,  be  any  reason  they 
should  ravish  our  Charter  from  us  by  strong  hand? 
Certainly,  No :  but  if  they  have  a  mind  '  to  put  a 
period  to  our  privileges,  they  will  doubtless  do  it, 
whether  we  make  this  motion  or  no:  for  we  have 
enemies    there    that    will    give   them  the  best  reasons 
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for  it  their   ill    will    and   wit  can   invent.     These   Sir, 
yon'l   keep   to   yourselves. 

And  Gentlemen,  whereas  if  these  lines  should  get 
into  the  hands  of  our  enemies,  they  may  possibly 
be  improv'd  to  our  disadvantage,  I  therefore  desire 
you  keep  them  secret,  (and  for  mortality  sake)  you 
are  directed,  that  when  you  have  well  considered  of 
the  premises,  you  send  them  back  to  me  by  the  next 
good   opportunity,   without  leaving  any  copies. 

J.   TALCOTT. 

[Indorsed]  The  Case  of  Connecticut  stated.  Sent 
to  our  Agents.     [Nov.  3,  1729.]* 

KING  GEORGE  11.  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COMPANY. 

Cjeorge     R. 

Trusty  and  Welbeloved,  We  Greet  you  well. 
Whereas,  upon  the  repeated  Complaints  which  Our 
Minister  at  the  Court  of  Our  good  Brother  the  King 
of  Spain  hath,  in  pursuance  of  Our  Instructions  to  him 
in  that  behalf,  made  to  the  said  King  and  his  Minis- 
ters, that  his  Subjects  in  America  did  continue  to 
make  Depredations,  as  if  a  War  existed,  upon  Our 
Subjects  ;f  His  Catholick  Majesty  has,  in  the  most  ex- 
press manner,  signified  his  Pleasure  to  the  Vice  Roys 
of  Peru  and  New  Spain,  &  other  the  Governors  and 
Officers  of  his  Dominions  in  those  parts,  that  the 
Orders  for  a  Cessation  of  Hostilitys  which  he  issued 
on  the  25*^  of  April  1728,  in  consequence  of  what  had 

*  Among  the  Talcott  Papers  is  a  document  in  the  handwriting  of  Dep- 
uty-Governor Law,  entitled  the  "Case  of  Connecticut,"  and  dated  October, 
1729,  evidently  a  draught  for  the  above  Instructions,  as  it  contains  all  the 
arguments  from  the  passage  beginning  "The  Colony  hath  instructed  the 
Agents"  (page   176).     See  also  page   184. 

+  Debates  of  the  House  of  Commons,  Feb.  21,  March  13,  1728-9,  April  2, 
1729. 
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been  stipulated  by  the  Preliminarys  and  by  the  Con- 
vention signed  at  the  Pardo,*  be  strictly  observed  by 
all  his  Subjects,  and  that  accordingly  all  Prizes  taken 
by  them  from  Our  Subjects  in  America  from  the  time 
of  the  arrival  of  his  said  Orders  at  Cartagena,  men- 
tioned in  the  said  Kings  Cedulas  to  be  on  the  11/22. 
June  1728,  be  punctually  restored,  or  in  default  thereof 
the  just  Value  of  the  said  Prizes  and  their  Cargoes  at 
the  time  when  they  were  taken,  and  that  Reparation 
according  to  Justice  be  also  given  for  any  further 
Damage  occasioned  by  the  Detention  thereof,  till  the 
time  of  their  being  delivered  up,  excepting  Seizures 
made  on  account  of  illegal  Trade  in  the  Places  and 
Limits  prohibited  by  the  Laws,  and  the  Treatys  of 
Peace  and  Commerce;  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  is,  that 
in  pursuance  of  Our  Orders  formerly  issued  in  that 
behalf,  all  and  singular  Our  Subjects  do  forbear  & 
abstain  from  all  Acts  of  Hostility  against  the  Subjects 
of  Our  said  good  Brother  the  King  of  Spain,  and 
that  if  any  Prize  or  Prizes  have  been  or  shall  be 
taken  from  his  Subjects,  since  the  said  11/22  Day  of 
June  1728,  full  Restitution  be  made  of  such  Prize  or 
Prizes,  or  in  default  thereof,  of  the  just  Value  of  the 
said  Prizes  and  their  Cargoes  at  the  time  when  they 
were  taken,  according  to  the  authentick  Proofs  and 
Vouchers  of  such  Valuation,  that  have  been  or  shall  be 
produced,  by  the  respective  Owners  of  such  Prizes  and 
Cargoes,  who  shall  claim  the  same,  and  that  Reparation 
be  also  given  according  to  Justice  for  any  further  Dam- 
age occasioned  by  the  Detention  of  such  Prizes,  till  the 
time  of  their  being  delivered  up,  excepting  always 
any  Seizures  that  may  have  been  made  on  account  of 
an  illegal  Trade  carried  on  contrary  to  the  Laws,  and 
the    Treatys    of    Peace    and    Commerce,    and    that    the 

*  Lord  Mahon's  History  of  England,  II.  i88. 
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Owners '  of  the  Prizes  to  be  restored,  in  pursuance  of 
this  Our  Order,  shall  freely  enjoy  the  same  and  their 
Effects,  and  carry  them  at  their  pleasure  to  their  own 
Ports ;  and  in  the  Execution  of  these  Our  Commands, 
you  are  to  have  regard  to,  and  to  govern  your  self  by 
what  is  stipulated  in  the  Treatys  of  Commerce  subsist- 
ing between  the  two  Crowns ;  and  We  do  hereby 
strictly  charge  and  command  you,  and  all  &  Singular 
the  Officers  and  Ministers  of  that  Our  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut in  New  England  in  America,  and  all  others 
whom  it  may  concern,  to  take  due  Notice  hereof,  and 
to  give  ready  Obedience  accordingly  ;  in  order  where- 
unto  you  are  to  take  care,  that  they  be  duly  apprized 
of  this  Our  Royal  Pleasure  and  Intention  in  this  behalf. 
You  are  also  to  transmit  unto  Us,  or  unto  One  of  Our 
principal  Secretarys  of  State,  an  Account  of  your  Pro- 
ceedings herein  for  Our  Information.  And  so  We  bid 
you  Farewell.  Given  at  Our  Court  at  S*  James's  the 
Twenty  Second  Day  of  January  1729/30,  in  the  Third 
Year  of  Our   Reign. 

By   His   Majesty's  Command, 

HOLLES   NEWCASTLE. 

To  Our  Trusty  and  Welbeloved  the  Governor  and 
Company  of  Our  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  Eng- 
land in  America. 

[Translation.] 
THE  KING. 
Whereas  there  having  been  repeated  complaints 
by  the  English  Nation  that  cruising  has  been  con- 
tinued in  America,  by  my  Vassals  against  the  Subjects 
of  the  Crown  of  Great  Britain,  as  if  it  were  in  a  time 
of  Warr,  I  have  resolved  that  all  my  Vassals  shall 
strictly  observe  the  Order  for  the  Suspension  of  Arms, 
dispatched  the  25  th  of  April  last  past,  in  consequence 
of  what  is  stipulated  by  the  preliminarys  of  the  Peace, 
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and  the  Convention  made  at  the  Pardo,  and  that  in 
conformity  thereto  all  the  Prizes  shall  be  restored, 
which  have  been  taken  from  the  said  English  Nation 
in  America,  since  the  arrival  at  Carthagena,  the  22*^  of 
June,  1728,  of  the  Orders  for  the  Suspension  of  Arms 
dispatched  in  consequence  of  the  said  Treatys  and  Act 
of  the  Pardo ;  and  in  default  thereof  the  just  value 
of  the  said  Prizes  and  their  Cargoe,  according  as  it 
legally  appear'd  to  have  been  at  the  time  they  were 
taken ;  and  also  a  Raparation  for  any  further  damage 
sustained  by  the  delay  untill  the  time  of  delivery, 
if  it  be  just,  except  those  Prizes  taken  on  account  of 
unlawfull  trade,  in  those  places  and  limits  which  are 
prohibited  by  the  Laws  and  Treatys  of  Peace  and 
Commerce,  and  that  all  those  which  have  been  taken 
in  each  respective  Territory  since  the  said  time  of  the 
arrival  of  the  Orders  for  the  Suspension  of  Arms  at 
Carthagena,  in  relation  to  which  there  shall  not  have 
been  the  said  circumstance  of  an  unlawfull  trade  and 
within  the  limits  forbidden  by  the  Laws  and  Articles 
of  Peace  and  Commerce,  shall  be  punctually  restored  to 
the  English  Nation ;  and  that  the  proprietors  of  such 
Prizes  which  conformable  to  this  disposition  are  to  be 
restored,  may  freely  enjoy  them  and  their  effects,  and 
carry  them  at  their  pleasure  to  their  own  Ports:  This 
to  be  performed  according  to  the  Rules  stipulated  in 
the  Treatys  of  Commerce,  and  the  proper  informations 
of  its  having  been  thus  executed  to  be  transmitted  to 
me.  Therefore  I  do  hereby  order  the  Vice  Roys  of 
Peru  and  New  Spain,  the  Governors  and  Royal  .Officers 
of  the  Ports  of  those  Dominions,  that  they  do  strictly 
and  punctually  comply  with  this  determination,  giving 
each  of  them,  so  far  as  concerns  his  Government,  the 
Orders  and  Directions  which  shall  be  necessary  for  its' 
most  punctual   observance:    For  this   is   my   Will. 
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Given   at  Seville,  the    14"'   of   December,  1729. 
(L.   s.)  I   THE   KING. 

D  Joseph  Patino. 

To  the  Vice  Roys,  Governors  and  Royal  Officers 
of  the  Ports  of  Peru  and  New  Spain,  ordering  them  to 
restore  to  the  English  Nation  the  Prizes  which  have 
been  taken  since  the  Notification  of  the  Suspension  of 
Arms. 

[Indorsed]  Translation  of  the  King  of  Spain's  Cedula, 
for  restoring  all  the  prizes  taken  in  America. 
Dated   at   Seville   the    14*^    Dec"",   1729. 

JONATHAN    BELCHER    TO    GOVERNOR    TALCOTT. 

Whitehall,  10*^  Feb.  1729/30. 
Hond'^^  Sir:  I  wrote  you  the  2^^  of  OctoV  p'' 
Tyng,  which  I  hope  is  with  you  before  now.  I  am 
since  favour 'd  with  yours  of  August  5^^,  Sepf  15*^, 
and  NovemV  3*^  last  past,  p'"  Bonner  and  p' 
(under  M""  Dummer's  cover).  Yours  of  the  15^^  of 
Sepf  directing  not  to  offer  any  thing  in  Parliament  till 
I  heard  further  from  you,  I  imediately  communicated 
to  M""  Dummer,  which  kept  us  at  an  intire  stand 
in  your  affair,  till  your  other  letter  of  3*^  Nov"" 
came  to  hand  30*^  Ja-n'"^,  on  which  M"  Dummer 
and  I  met,  and  receiv'd  the  Act  of  your  Assembly,* 
and  the  Reasons  on  both  sides  the  Question,  and 
upon  the  repeated  advice  of  our  Counsel,  and  the 
most  mature  consideration,  we  still  judge  it  safest 
and  best  to  bring  the  affair  into  Parliament,  and  by 
way  of  introduction  have  this  day  sign'd  a  Petition 
to  His  Majesty,  copy  whereof  I  inclose  you.  I  have 
already  spoke  to  one  of  his  Majesty's  Principal  Sec- 
retaries   of    State,    the    Chancellor    of    the    Exchequer, 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  254. 
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and  the  Speaker  of  the  House  of  Commons,  and  I 
have  letters  from  Scotland  to  several  of  the  principal 
Scotch  members  of  Parliam't  in  my  favour,  and  you 
may  assure  your  Assembly  that  no  money  nor  interest 
I  can  make  shall  be  wanting  to  serve  your  Colony  in 
this  important  affair.  We  may  fear  the  worst,  hope 
for  the  best,  and  after  all  must  submit  the  event  to 
an   over  ruling   Power. 

The  great  apprehensions  you  have  had  of  being 
involved  by  the  difficulties  under  which  the  Mas- 
sachusets  labour'd,  are  now  over,  M""  Wilks  (the 
Agent  for  that  House  of  Representatives)  having  had 
skill  and  prudence  sufficient  to  respit  that  affair's 
coming  into  Parliament,  at  least  for  this  Session ;  and 
his  Majesty's  grace  and  favour  to  me,  in  the  honour 
of  his  Commission  for  the  Government  of  Massachu- 
sets  and  New  Hampshire,  I  hope  will  be  no  dis- 
service to  your  cause,  since  I  am  at  Court  and 
attending  upon  the  King's  Ministers  almost  every  day 
I  live,  and  constantly  receive  from  persons  of  the 
highest  distinction  as  much  respect  and  honour  as 
I  can  expect  or  desire.  I  am  glad  your  Assembly 
approve  my  conduct  in  the  application  I  made  to 
Parliament  last  year  to  have  the  two  clauses  struck 
out  of  the  Bill  then  passing  about  Naval  Stores.*  I 
observe  by  your  letter  of  the  3"^  of  Novemb"",  and 
the  Act  of  your  Assembly,t  that  I  am  excused  staying 
any  longer  in  Great  Britain  than  this  Spring  (if  M' 
Dummer  continues  in  health).  I  am  accordingly  pre- 
paring to  return  home,  and  God  sparing  my  life  and 
health,  I  hope  to  be  going  some  time  the  next  month. 

*An  Act  for  the  better  Regulation  of  His  Majesty's  Woods  in  America, 
and  for  the  Encouragement  of  the  Importation  of  Masts,  Yards,  and  Bow- 
sprits, from  that  part  of  Great  Britain  called  Scotland.  2  Geo.  II.  cap.  35. 
Also  Colonial  Records,   VII.  264. 

+  Colonial  Records,  VII.  254-5. 
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S',  I  am  sorry  to  tell  you  that  I  have  had 
repeated  letters  from  home  of  the  great  Pains  taken 
in  y""  Colony  to  lessen  my  Character  and  Esteem 
among-  your  people.  I  thank  God  it  has  been  without 
foundation  or  the  least  provocation  from  me.  I  am 
told  M'  Dummer  has  wrote  letters  much  to  my  pre- 
judice. I  am  sure  you  may  witness  I  have  never 
mentioned  any  thing  to  his  in  my  letters  to  you.  I 
acted'  in  good  harmony  and  great  confidence  with 
him,  and  I  thought  he  did  so  with  me :  what  he  is 
angry  at  I  am  a  stranger  to.  I  am  told  he  has 
been  in  much  the  same  health  as  now,  for  2 
years  past,  and  I  think  you  wrote  me  that  his  Brother 
received  from  you  (now  near  2  years  ago)  £%2\  your 
money,  specially  on  the  business  for  which  I  came 
hither.  What  is  the  reason  then  he  has  never  taken 
one  step  in  the  affair,  nor  do  I  believe  he  ever 
would,  had  I  not  been  here.  But  I  choose  to  wave 
this  unpleasant  Topick.  It's  easy  for  the  world  to 
judge  in  what  light  Governour  Belcher  stands  before 
the  King  and  his  Ministers,  and  who  has  an  Interest 
at  Court.  I  have  only  to  desire  your  Governm^  and 
People  to  be  very  cautious  how  they  entertain  any 
thing  to  my  prejudice,  without  giving  me  opportunity 
to  answer  for  myself.  I  thank  God  I  am  kept  from 
following  the  dictates  of  corrupt  nature,  or  I  do 
assure  you  it  has  been  and  is  much  in  my  Power  to 
do  ill  Offices  to  your  Colony,  but  I  shall  chain  up 
all  Resentm't,  and  greatly  rejoice  to  do  'em  Good. 

With  my  service  to  your  self  and  the  whole 
General  Court,  I  desire  always  to  be,  Sir, 

Your  good  Neighbour,  Friend,  and  Brother, 

J.  BELCHER. 

Please  to  accept  the  inclosed  prints. 
Govern'  Talcott. 


JONATHAN   BELCHER  AND  JEREMY  DUMMER.  1 8/ 

'To  the  King's  most  Excell\  Majesty. 

The  humble  Petition  of  Jonathan  Belcher  and 
Jeremiah  Dummer,  Esq""'  for  and  on  Behalf  of 
your  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticutt  in  New 
England. 

Sheweth,  That  from  the  first  settlement  of  the  s*^ 
Colony  of  Connecticutt  to  this  time,  which  is  near  one 
hundred  years  since,  it  hath  been  the  constant  custom 
and  usage  to  divide  and  distribute  the  reale  Estates  of 
all  prsons  dying  Intestate  in  the  following  manner: 
Viz*.  To  the  Eldest  Son  a  double  portion,  to  all  the 
Younger  Children  of  such  Intestate,  Sons  or  Daught- 
ers, single  shares  apiece. 

That  King  Charles  the  Second  by  his  Royal 
Charter  incorporated  the  Inhabitants  of  the  s^  Colony 
into  a  Body  Politick,  with  power  to  make  all  manner 
of  wholesome  and  reasonable  Laws  not  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  England,  whereby  the  Inhabitants  might  be 
religiously  peaceably  and  civily  govern'd. 

That  soon  after  obtaining  the  s*^  Charter,  the  said 
Colony  pass'd  an  Act  intitled  An  Act  for  Settling  of 
Intestate  Estates,  whereby  the  said  custom  of  dividing 
Intestates  real  Estates  was  enacted  into  a  Law,  and 
which  Act  hath  ever  since  been  observ'd  as  an  estab- 
lished Rule  in  dividing  and  distributing  Intestate's 
Estates. 

That  on  an  Appeal  lately  brought  before  your 
Majesty  in  Council  by  John  Winthrop  Esqs  from 
several  Judgments  of  the  Courts  in  the  said  Province, 
whereby  Thomas  Lechmere  Esqi^  and  Anne  his  Wife 
(which  Anne  was  only  Sister  of  the  said  John 
Winthrop)  were  adjudged  to  be  intitled  to  one  third 
of  the  real  Estates  of  which  the  Father  and  [of]  the 
said  John  and  Anne  died  seized  he  having  made  no 
disposition    thereof   by   Will   as    [to]    the    said    Anne's 
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distributary  share  thereof  under  the  said  Act  of  the 
Colony.  Your  Majesty  was  pleas'd  by  your  Order  in 
Council  to  reverse  the  Judgments  appeal'd  from  and  to 
declare  the  s^  Act  for  Settling  Intestate's  Estates  to  be 
null  and  void. 

That  this  Order  being  made  in  a  private  case  on 
an  Appeal,  the  said  Colony  had  no  opportunity  of 
being  heard  in  support  of  the  said  Act  nor  of  showing 
how  very  prejudicial  the  annulling  this  Law  must  be 
to  the  whole  Property  of  the  Colony,  and  how  greatly 
it  must  break  in  on  the  general  welfare  and  quiet  of 
the  Colony.  But  the  said  Colony  so  soon  as  they  were 
inform'd  hereof  appointed  your  Petition'rs  humbly  to 
apply  to  your  Majesty  for  and  on  their  Behalf  in  the 
Premises,  and  accordingly  your  Petition'rs  humbly  pre- 
sent to  your  Majesty 

That  the  said  Custom  was  originally  introduced 
into  the  said  Province  on  what  they  thought  would 
most  contribute  to  the  Settlement  of  the  Country, 
which  was  then  a  large  tract  of  uncultivated  land 
possessed  by  savage  Indians  with  whom  they  had  per- 
petual Warrs,  and  it  was  afterwards  continued  as  it 
was  conceiv'd  to  be  highly  reasonable  in  itself  espe- 
cially with  regard  to  the  circumstances  and  nature  of 
Estates  in  this  Colony.  For  great  part  of  the  lands  in 
this  Colony  are  still  unclear'd  and  but  a  small  part  of 
it  to  this  day  thoroughly  subdued  and  the  Inhabitants 
of  this  place  have  hardly  any  other  way  of  support- 
ing themselves  but  by  tilling  and  subduing  the  Earth, 
and  the  whole  strength  of  the  |)eople  of  this  Colony  is 
employ'd  in  clearing  and  tilling  the  wilds  of  this  Col- 
ony, in  which  the  Younger  sons  are  at  least  equally 
laborious  with  the  Elder,  and  in  which  improvement 
they  engage  with  the  greatest  chearfullness  as  being 
well  assur'd  they  should  reap  a  proportionable  benefit 
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therefrom  whether  the  Estate  went  according  to  the 
Law  of  the  Colony,  or  according  to  the  Will  of  the 
Ancestor,  for  your  Petitioners  humbly  inform  your 
Majesty  that  such  of  your  Subjects  there  who  have 
made  Wills  have  universally  divided  their  real  Estates 
among  their  children  in  the  proportions  above  men- 
tion'd. 

That  the  same  custom  also  prevail'd  in  the  next 
Province  of  the  Massachusets  which  adjoins  to  Con- 
necticutt,  who  likewise  enacted  the  said  custom  into 
a  Law,  which  Law  the  Crown  afterwards  thought 
proper  to  confirm. 

That  should  this  course  of  Descent  be  alter'd  in 
the  Colony  of  Connecticutt,  and  the  whole  go  to  the 
Eldest  Son,  the  uncultivated  lands  of  this  Colony 
will  remain  ui^ubdued,  and  the  Younger  Sons  must 
quit  Connecticut  and  go  to  the  Massachusets,  or  turn 
themselves  to  some  other  way  of  life,  the  rents  of 
the  lands  in  New  England  being  so  very  small,  that 
few  of  the  Inhabitants  could  subsist  their  families  with 
the  rents  of  their  lands,  much  less  to  give  portions  to 
their  Daughters  (as  in  England)  out  of  their  rents. 

Your  Petition'rs  further  represent,  that  as  the 
said  custom  hath  prevail'd  from  the  beginning  of  Gov- 
ernment in  this  Colony,  so  most  of  the  particular 
Estates  of  the  Inhabitants  are  laid  in  it,  and  should 
the  same  become  at  once  overturn'd,  especially  unless 
regard  be  had  to  the  settlements  made  under  the 
same  for  the  time  past,  it  would  introduce  the  great- 
est confusions,  and  occasion  a  total  alteration  in  the 
whole  property  of  the  people  there,  set  the  nearest 
relations  into  litigious  contests,  and  impoverish  the 
Colony  by   endless  lawsuits. 

Therefore  and  in  consideration  of  the  Premises, 
and  as  it  is  of    such    great  moment  and  consequence 
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to  the  Colony,  and  of  consequence  thereof  to  your 
Majesty's  interest  and  service  there,  and  as  the  whole 
Colony  unite  in  this  Request,  and  as  your  Majesty 
hath  confirm 'd  this  method  of  settling  the  lands  of 
the  Intestates  in  the  next  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts, Your  Petitioners  most  humbly  pray,  that 
you  would  be  pleas'd  to  give  leave  that  a  Bill  may 
be  brought  into  this  present  Parliament  of  Great 
Britain  to  confirm  to  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Colony  the  Estates  .they  now  hold  and  are  in  pos- 
session of  under  the  said  distribution  of  Intestates 
real  Estates,  and  to  quiet  them  therein,  and  to 
enable  them  to  divide  the  lands  of  Intestates  in  the 
same  manner  for  the  future,  with  a  saving  clause  as 
to  the  said  John  Winthrop,  the  said  Colony  no  way 
desiring  to  have  the  determination  ^made  by  your 
Majesty  in  his  case  varied,  in  regard  the  particular 
circumstances  of  his  case  differ  from  most  others  in 
the  Colony,  and  that  your  Majesty  would  cause  such 
your  Leave  and  Permission  to  be  signify'd  to  the 
Hono'ble  the  House  of  Commons  in  such  manner  as 
to   your   Majesty   shall   seem   proper. 

And   Your   Petition'' ^   shall   ever  pray,   &c*. 

J.  BELCHER, 

JER.   DUMMER. 
Febry  lo*^.  1729/30. 

Copy, 
jonathan  belcher  to  rev.  elisha  williams.* 

P^   Curling. 

Whitehall,    10^^   Feb.    1729/30. 
Reverd   Sir:    I    have    now    lying   before    me    your 
kind    letters    of    28"'    Jan'"^'    1728/9,   and    10^^    of    Nov 

*  Rev.   Elisha  Williams  was  born  in  Hatfield,   Mass.,  in  August,    1694; 
graduated   at    Harvard    College   171 1 ;    resided    in  Wethersfield    for  several 
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last.  I  have  often  read  them  both  over  with  muc^ 
attention,  and  I  observe  the  early  and  continued  fears 
of  your  Colony  least  they  should  be  swallow'd  up  in 
the  fate  of  the  Massachusets.  In  case  of  this,  I  wrote 
Govern^  Talcott  23'^  Ocf  past,  pr  Tyng,  fhat  they 
need  not  distress  themselves.  For  I  suppos'd  the 
Death  of  the  late  Governour  of  the  Massachusets  had 
put  an  end  to  the  dispute  with  their  Assembly,  and  I 
was  in  hopes  that  affair  would  not  come  into  Parliam't, 
and  so  it  comes  out,  for  it  is  respited,  at  least  for  this 
Session,  and  the  way  clear  for  Connecticut,  and  Mr 
Dummer  and  I  are  now  putting  it  into  Parliament. 
I  should  have  been  heartily  glad  to  have  pursued  it  in 
another  way  or  method,  could  we  have  had  the  advice 
and  consent  of  our  Counsel,  but  they  and  my  Lord 
Chancellor  advis'd  to  put  it  into  Parliament,  as  best 
and  safest  for  the  Colony.  Had  not  Providence  given 
an  unexpected  turn  to  the  Massachusett  affairs,  yet 
from  the  zeal  and  sincere  concern  I  have  for  the 
welfare  and  prosperity  of  Connecticutt  I  was  all  along 
resolv'd  that  nothing  (in  my  power  to  prevent)  should 
interfere  with  my  doing  all  the  service  I  possibly  could 
for  your  Colony,  and  notwithstanding  the  long  and 
prticular  acco'ts  I  have  from  some  friends  with  you  of 
the  great  pains  taken  to  eclipse  my  character,  yet  I 
shall  chain  up  all  Resentments,  and  still  do  every  good 
office   in   my  power   for   your   people.     May   God   give 

years;  ordained  pastor  of  the  church  in  Newington,  Oct.  17,  1722;  chosen 
Rector  of  Yale  College  in  1726,  which  office  he  held  until  1739;  he  then 
returned  to  Wethersfield ;  he  served  as  deputy  to  the  General  Assembly  at 
twenty-two  sessions,  between  1740  and  1754.  He  was  also  Judge  of  the 
Superior  Court,  Chaplain  of  the  Connecticut  troops  in  the  expedition  to 
Cape  Breton  in  1745,  and  Colonel  and  Commander-in-Chief  of  the  Connecti- 
cut forces  raised  for  the  expedition  against  Canada  in  1746.  He  went  to 
England  in  1749,  where  he  held  intimate  relations  with  Whitfield,  Dodd- 
ridge, and  others  of  the  evangelical  school.  He  died  in  Wethersfield  July 
24,  1755. —  Yale  Biographies  and  Annals,  J2i,  ^j^-j".  Spr ague's  Annals  of 
the  American  Pulpit,  I.  281-4. 
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tj^e  desir'd  success,  which  must  always  be  submitted 
to  his  wise  determination.  When  some  people  hear  in 
what  light  Governour  Belcher  stands  before  the  King 
and  his  Ministers,  (to  whom  my  Duty  calls  me  every 
day  I  live)  perhaps  they  may  be  ashamed  of  their 
mean  Detraction,  without  the  least  Provocation  that  I 
know  of  from  me.  But  when  you  see  your  Cozen 
Williams  of  Pomfret,*  he  will  communicate  what  I 
have  said  to  him  more  prticularly  on  this  head.  I 
have  not  been  unmindful  of  your  College,  but  have 
been  a  suitor  to  many  Gentlemen  here  in  your  behalf, 
tho  as  yet  without  success:  however,  while  I  stay,  I 
shall  continue  my  faithfull  endeavor  where  there  may 
be  the  least  prospect  of  getting  any  thing  for  you.  It 
has  pleas'd  God  I  should  be  at  Court  to  serve  my 
native  Country  in  a  successor  if  my  strongest  desires 
join'd  with  my  constant  best  endeavours  may  con- 
tribute to  their  weal  and  prosperity.  To  promote  his 
Majesty's  service  and  honour  and  the  good  of  my 
Country  will  be  the  highest  pleasure  of  my  life.  I  ask 
your  prayers  as  well  as  of  all  my  friends,  that  God 
would  pour  out  upon  me  a  Spirit  of  Government,  and 
give  me  Wisdom  and  Knowledge  to  go  out  and  come 
before  his  People,  and  to  discharge  the  great  trust 
committed  to  me,  to  the  Honour  of  God,  the  Good  of 
his  People,  and  my  own  comfort.  Amen.  I  have  the 
King's  Commands  to  make  all  the  dispatch  I  can  to 
my  Government,  and  hope  to  imbark  some  time  the 
next  month.  I  pray  God  send  me  a  happy  sight  of 
you  and  all  my  friends. 
I  am.  Sir, 
Your  assured   Friend  and  most  humble   Servant, 

J.    BELCHER. 

[Duplicate.] 

*  Rev.  Ebenezer  Williams,  pastor  of  the  churcli    in  Pomfret  from  1715 
to  1753. 
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Pray  give  my  humble  service  to  Capt"  Jolm  Hall 
of  Wallingford,  Colon'  Allyn  and  Maj"-  Wolcott  of 
Windsor,  Cape  George  Allyn  of  Milford,  Capt"  Wads- 
worth  of  Durham,  M""  Tim°.  Woodbridge  of  Hartford, 
M«"  Whittelsey  of  Wallingford,  and  any  other  Friends 
that   ask   after  me. 

Mf  Elisha  Williams. 


Receiver's  Office  for  Greenwich  Hospital 
ON  Tower  Hill, 

14'^  Feb'ry,  1729. 

Sirs:  By  an  Act  of  Parliament  passed  in  the  2^^ 
year  of  His  Maj*'  Reign,  it  is  enacted,  that  all 
Seamen  (His  Matie's  Subjects,  employ'd  in  Ships  or 
Vessells  belonging  to  His  Maj**  Dominions  in  Amer- 
ica, and  Trading  there)  shall  pay  Six  Pence  per 
Month  out  of  their  Wages,  towards  the  Support  of 
the  Royal  Hospital  at  Greenwich,  which  Act  we 
have  the  honour  of  sending  enclosed  to  your  Excel- 
lencys,  together  with  His  Matie's  instruction  to  you, 
to  be  aiding  and  assisting  to  the  officers  appointed 
by  us,  to  Collect  and  Receive  the  said  Duty  in  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England ;  We  also 
send  you  a  List  of  such  as  we  have  appointed,  and 
pray  your  Excellencys  will  be  pleased  to  give  them 
your  countenance  and  protection  in  the  Execution  of 
their  Duty,  being,  with  great  respect, 
Your   Excellency's 

most  humble  Servants, 


W:   YOUNG. 
W^.  ALLIX. 


Their  Excellency's  the  Governour 
AND  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
in   New    England. 
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THE   KING'S   INSTRUCTION   RESPECTING  GREENWICH 
HOSPITAL   DUES. 

(l.  s.)  Additional  Instruction  to  Our  Trusty 

and    Wellbeloved     the     Governor    and 

GP)      Company  of  our  Colony  of  Connecticut 
eorge   \\^   ^^   New    England  in    America,  and  to 
Our    Governor    and    Company    of    Our 
said  Colony  for  the  time  being.     Given 
at  our  Court  at  S*  James's  the  Second 
Day    of    February    17^,  in   the    Third 
Year  of   Our   Reign. 
Whereas  the  ,  Commissioners  appointed   for  collect- 
ing  the   Six   pence    P*"    Month    from    Seamen's  Wages 
for  Our   Royal   Hospital  at  Greenwich,  pursuant  to  an 
Act  of   Parliament  pass'd  in   the   Second  Year  of  Our 
Reign,  Entituled  An  Act  for  the  more  effectual  collecting 
in    Great    Britain    and    Ireland    and   other    Parts   of  His 
Majesty  s  Dominions  the  Duties  granted  for  the  Support  of 
the    Royal    Hospital   at    Greenwich,  have   given    Instruc- 
tions   to    their    Receivers   in    Foreign    Parts   for    their 
Government    therein:     It   is    therefore    Our    Will    and 
Pleasure,    that    you    be    aiding    and    assisting    to    the 
said  Receivers   in  your  Government  of  Connecticut,  in 
the  due  Execution  of  their  Trusts.     And  for  your  In- 
formation We   have   graciously  been   pleased   to   annex 
hereto  a  Copy  of    the   Commissioners'    Instructions   to 
such   Receivers.  G.   R. 

[Indorsed]     Additional     Instructions    to    the    Governor 
and  Company  of  Connecticut.     Greenwich  Hospitall. 

EVIDENCE    OF    SAMUEL     AND     JEREMIAH    CHEESBROOK 
ABOUT    THE    SLOOP    TAKEN    BY    THE    SPANIARDS. 

Hartford,  March  the  4*^,  1729/30. 
5i-;     in   the   County   of   Hartford,   in   his   Majesty's 
English   Colony   of   Connecticut,   in   New   England. 
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These  may  certify  all  to  whom  it  shall  come: 
Then  and  there  personally  appeared  Samuell  Chees- 
brook,  Master  of  the  Sloop  Hannah  and  Esther,  of 
New  London  in  the  said  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and 
Jeremiah  Cheesbrook  mate  of  said  sloop  also  appeared 
before  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq^  Governour  of  the  said 
Colony,  and  severally  made  oath  and  were  solemnly 
sworn  by  the  name  of  the  ever  living  God;  that  on 
the  thirty-first  day  of  the  month  of  July  last  past, 
being  in  the  latitude  of  twenty-five,  and  bound  on 
voyage  from  the  Island  of  Barbados  for  the  aforesaid 
port  of  New  London,  they  were  chased  by  a  Brigan- 
tine  which  was  commanded  by  one  Basco,  a  Spaniard, 
with  about  six  small  carriage  guns,  and  about  four 
or  five  and  twenty  men,  who  came  up  with  the  said 
wsloop  in  a  warlike  manner,  and  took  her  with  cargo 
on  board,  and  carried  her  with  these  deponents  into 
Cape  Ffranceway  on  the  Island  of  Hispanolia,  and 
afterwards  to  Barraco,  on  the  Island  of  Cuba,  where 
said  Sloop  was  condemned  as  a  prize.  And  these 
deponents  further  depose  and  say,  that  there  was  on 
board  the  said  Sloop  when  taken,  twenty-four  hhds :  and 
four  barrels  of  Rumm,  twelve  hhds:  and  two  bbls: 
of  Molasses,  one  hhd.  and  about  twenty  barrels 
of  Muscovade  Sugar,  foure  pots  of  double  refined 
Sugars,  an  hundred  weight  of  old  Iron,  one  hundred 
and  fifty  weight  of  Cotton,  three  negro  men  and  two 
negro  boys,  twelve  gilt  trunks,  one  piece  of  fine  Chinie, 
one  of  fine  searsukers,  three  Moidores  in  gold,  and 
about  seven  or  eight  pounds  in  silver,  together  with 
the  deponents'  wearing  apparel.  And  these  deponents 
further  depose  and  say,  that  there  was  not  on 
board  said  Sloop,  at  the  time  when  she  was  taken 
as  aforesaid,  any  Indico  or  fustik*  that  they  know  of 

*  In  an  "Act  for  the  Encouragement  of  Trade,"  15"*  Car.  II,,  "Indico, 
Speckle  Wood,  or  Jamaica  Wood,  Fusticks,  or  other  Dyeing  Wood"  were 
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either  directly  or  indirectly.  And  Samuell  Cheesbrook, 
Master  deposeth,  that  when  said  sloop  lay  at  Cape 
Franceway,  under  the  said  Spaniards  command,  he 
saw  some  of  the  Spaniards  men  put  on  board  said 
Sloop  both  Indico  and  fustik :  and  further  the  depo- 
nents depose  and  say,  that  after  the  condemnation  of 
said  Sloop  as  aforesaid,  while  we  were  at  Barraco 
on  the  Island  of  Cuba,  in  the  house  where  their 
Court  was  held,  there  was  presented  unto  them  said 
deponents  writing  which  they  were  ordered  to  sign, 
and  said  deponents  refusing  to  sign  to  it  except  some 
person  would  interpret  the  said  writing  into  English, 
that  they  might  understand  what  they  signed  to ; 
but  that  was  deny'd  them ;  and  further  depose,  that 
upon  their  refusal  to  sign  to  a  writing,  some  of  the 
Spaniards,  supposed  by  the  deponents  to  be  the  Chief, 
and  particularly  one  that  was  a  mulatto,  called  Cap* 
Eraro,  ordered  the  interpreter  who  informed  them, 
said  deponents,  that  if  they  would  not  sign  said 
writing,  they  would  hang  them;  and  under  their 
threats  and  terror,  the  deponents  both  signed  to  said 
writing,  not  knowing,  neither  of  them,  what  they 
signed  to.  And  the  deponents  further  depose,  that 
the  said  sloop  and  bigger  part  of  the  cargo  that  was 
on  board  of  her  when  taken,  did  belong  to  the  said 
Samuell  Cheesbrook,  Matthew  Stewart,  and  the  rest 
named  in  the  Register  of  said  Sloop  made  at  New 
London,  the  28*^  day  of  May,  Anno  Dom.  1729, 
And  further  saith  not. 

Sign'd  per 

J.  Talcott, 

J.  Shackmaple.* 

forbidden  "to  be  carried  into  any  other  Country  or  Place  until  they  have 
been  first  unladen  and  put  on  shore  in  some  Port  or  Haven  in  England,  or 
Wales,  or  the  Town  of  Berwicke  upon  Tweed." 
*  Collector  of  the  Ports  in  Connecticut, 
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The  above  evidence  was  sworn  to  the  truth  of 
the  foregoing,  at  the  time  and  place  before  men- 
tioned. And  the  •  Secretary  is  ordered  to  affix  the 
Seial    of  said   Colony   thereto. 

Before   me,  JOSEPH    TALCOTT,  Gov^. 

The  foregoing  is  a  true  copy  of  the  original,  as 
it  was  made  and  done  on  March  the  4*^,  Anno 
Dom.   1729/30. 

Attest,  J.  TALCOTT,  Gov^ 

[Indorsed]     Evidence   of  Samuell   and   Jeremiah  Chees- 
brook,  about  the  Sloop  taken  by  the  Spaniards. 

JONATHAN   BELCHER  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Hono^^^  5*":  My  last  was  10:  Feb"",  which  gave  you 
the  state  of  your  affairs  to  that  time.  Soon  after,  the 
Petition,  I  inclos^  you  was  deliv'^ :  and  I  am  sorry 
now  to  advise  you  that  the  affairs  of  Europe  were  so 
many  and  pressing  before  the  Parliam*  that  the 
King's  Ministers  would  by  no  means  suffer  yours  to 
be  brought  into  Parliam*  this  Sessions.  Had  it  not 
been  for  your  L^^^  of  15:  Sept""  last,  (which  didn't 
come  to  hand  till  30  Janu*.)  forbidding  the  going  to 
Parliam^  till  further  direction,  the  matter  might  have 
been  more  easily  brought  forward.  But  when  it  coud 
not  go  in  that  channel,  we  gave  in  a  Petition  to  the 
King  in  Council  for  some  relief  under  your  present 
difficulties,  which  was  red,  and  a  reference  of  it  made 
to  the  Lords  of  Trade,  where  it  now  lyes,  and  the 
Sollicitor  John  Sharp,  Esqf  (whom  we  have  imploy^ 
in  the  affair)  is  following  the  matter  to  have  a  report 
as  soon  as  possible  to  the  King's  Privy  Council,  and 
which  I  hope  will  be  to  advise  His  Majesty  that  it  be 
laid  before  Parliam*  the  next  Session ;  and  in  the 
mean  time  all  things  to  remain   quiet.     This  we  hope 
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will  be  obtain"*.  I  wish  any  tiling  more  coud  be  done 
at  present  for  the  service  of  the  Colony.  But  as  I 
have  your  leave  to  come  home,  and  the  King's  Com- 
ands  to  be  gone  to  my  GovernmS  I  shall  leave  this 
Town  in  a  few  days,  His  Majesty's  ship  the  Blanford 
now  waiting  for  me  at  Portsmouth.  M""  Sharp  is  one 
of  the  ablest  Sollicitors  in  Engr\  and  imploy^  by 
a,lmost  all  the  Plantations.  I  have  had  a  great  many 
meetings  with  him,  and  long  talk  about  your  business, 
and  I  am  sure  he  will  be  very  hearty  in  your  service ; 
yet  it  will  be  necess^.  for  you  to  have  an  Agent  here, 
that  will  take  pains  to  serve  you:  and  because  M"" 
Sharp  has  absolutely  deny^  having  any  thing  further 
to  do  in  it,  if  M'  Dumer  be  imploy**,  I  shall  leave  all 
the  necessary  papers,  you  deliv'*  me,  with  Francis 
Wilks,  Esq""  who  does  the  business  of  your  neighbour- 
ing Province,  and  is  a  Gent"'  of  great  worth,  integrity 
and  honour,  and  stands  in  a  very  good  light  at  Court 
with  the  King's  Ministers,  and  I  am  sure  will  be  faith- 
full  and  diligent  in  your  service.  But  in  this  matter 
your  Assembly  will  order  as  they  think  best  for  the 
future.  Wishing  you  health,  and  a  great  deal  of  hap- 
piness to  the  whole  Colony, 

I  am,  Your  Honour's  most  Obed^  and  most  Humb. 

Serv". 

J.  BELCHER. 
White  Hall,  April  23:  1730. 

As  we  touch  at  Madeira,  I  have  desir*^  M^  Wilks 
to  cover  this  to  you  by  a  ship  going  directly  from 
London  to   Boston. 

Gov"^  Talcott. 
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FRANCIS  WILKS*  TO   GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 

Hon^^^  Sir:  I  have  the  honour  of  inclosing  you 
Governour  Belcher's  letter.  His  Excellency  improves 
this  Opportunity,  thinking  it  may  reach  your  hands 
some  time  before  he  arrives  to  his  Government.  He 
proposes  to  embark  in  about  10  days,  and  makes  a 
short  stop  at  Madeira  in  his  way.  He  has  put  into 
my  hands  several  pages  relating  to  the  affairs  of  your 
Colony  now  depending  at  this  Court.  His  reason  for 
it  I  believe  is  mention'd  in  the  inclosed.  He  tells  me 
your  affairs  are  so  circumstanced  at  present  that  no 
Considerable  Attendance  will  be  required  for  some 
time,  and  that  you'l  have  Opportunity  of  sending  what 
directions  you  may  think  proper  before  anything  ma- 
terial can  be  done.  Whatever  Orders  you  are  pleased 
to  give  me  I  shall  duly  observe,  and  if  I  can  be  any 
ways  serviceable  you  may  freely  Command  me,  who 
am 

Your    Honour's    Most    Obedient    and    Most    Hum. 

Serv^ 

FRA.  WILKS. 
London,  25*^'  April,  1730. 

[Superscribed] 
To  the  Hon^'«  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq"^ 

Gov  of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut, 

Hartford. 

Pr    Cap*   PiCKMAN 

Q.  D.  C. 


*  Francis  Wilks  of  Austin  Friars,  London,  merchant,  a  member  of  the 
East  India  Company.  Hutchinson  (II.  353)  says :  —  "  Francis  Wilks,  a  New 
England  merchant  in  London,  who  had  been  friendly  to  Mr.  Cooke  in  his 
agency,  and  who  was  universally  esteemed  for  his  great  probity  as  well 
as  his  humane  obliging  disposition,  was  pitched  upon  for  their  agent" 
[for  Massachusetts,  1728].  His  name  is  first  mentioned  in  this  correspond- 
ence in  Lieut.-Gov.  Dummer's  letter  to  Gov.  Talcott,  Jan.  31,  1727-8.  {See 
page  103.)  He  was  appointed  agent  for  Connecticut  in  October,  1730,  and 
held  the  position  until  his  death,  July  5,  1742,  at  the  age  of  47.  He  also 
continued  agent  for  Massachusetts  until  his  death,  although  their  House  of 
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JONATHAN  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
5'*.-  You  have  herewith  duplicate  of  what  I  wrote 
you  23 :  April  p""  Pickman.  Since  that  I  have  made 
my  stay  here  as  long  as  I  possibly  coud  for  your  ser- 
vice, in  hopes  to  have  got  a  report  from  the  Lords  of 
Trade  and  the  King's  Order  in  your  affair.  But  the 
affairs  of  Parliam*  are  so  many  and  important  that 
no  other  business  can  be  done.  So  I  must  leave  the 
matter  to  the  care  of  M^  Wilks  and  M'.  Sharp  (the 
Sollicitor)  to  do  their  best  for  the  service  of  your  Col- 
ony, and  now  inclose  you  copy  of  the  Ord^  of  the  King 
in  Council  on  our  petition,  as  also  that  of  the  Comittee 
of  Council  to  the  Lords  of  Trade.  I  am  afraid  this 
will  prove  a  troublesome  affair  to  the  Colony,  and 
nothing  but  the  probity  and  great  diligence  of  the 
Agent  you  may  imploye  here  will  bring  it  to  a  good 
issue.  I  hope  to  leave  this  Town  in  8  or  10  days, 
and  am,  with  much  truth  and  respect, 

Hono^^^  Ss  Your  Most  Humb.  Serv'". 

J.  BELCHER. 
White  Hall, 

May  12  :   1730. 

Gov  Talcott. 

ORDER  OF    REFERENCE    ON    THE    PETITION    OF    AGENTS 
BELCHER  AND  DUMMER. 

At  THE  Court  of  S"^.  James's, 
the  10*^  day  of  Aprill,  1730. 
Present, 
The  King's  most  Excellent  Majesty, 
in  Councill. 
Upon  reading  this  Day,  at  the  Board,  the  Humble 
Petition   of  Jonathan   Belcher   and   Jeremiah   Dummer, 

Representatives  twice  passed  votes  dismissing  him,  which  did  not  receive 
the  concurrence  of  the  Council.  The  last  of  these  votes  was  passed  in 
September,  1742,  before  the  news  of  his  death  was  received. —  Berry^s  Surrey 
Genealogies,  2J.  Colonial  Records,  VII.  308;  VIII.  ^06,  5/7.  Gentleman's 
Magazine^  VI.  108.     Mass.  Archives^  XX.  jjj. 
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Esq",  for  and  on  behalf  of  His  Majesty's  Colony  of 
Connecticut  in  New  England,  Setting-  forth  the  great 
inconveniencys  brought  upon  the  said  Colony  by  the 
Repeal  of  an  Act  which  had  been  past  there  for 
Settling  Intestates  Estates,  And  humbly  praying  that 
notwithstanding  the  said  Act  is  Repealed,  that  His 
Majesty  will  be  pleased  to  Confirm  to  the  Inhabitants 
of  the  said  Colony  the  Estates  they  now  hold  and  are 
in  possession  of  under  the  said  Act,  and  to  Quiet  them 
therein,  And  to  Enable  them  to  Divide  the  Lands  of 
Intestates  in  the  same  manner  for  the  future,  with  a 
Saving  Clause  as  to  the  Estates  of  John  Winthrop,  Esq'", 
upon  whose  Application  the  said  Act  was  Repealed. 
It  is  Ordered  by  His  Majesty  in  Councill,  That  the 
said  Petition  (a  Copy  whereof  is  hereunto  annexed)  be 
and  it  is  hereby  Referred  to  the  Right  Honourable 
the  Lords  of  the  Committee  for  hearing  Appeales, 
Complaints  &C''  from  the  Plantations,  to  Consider  the 
same,  and  Report  their  Opinion  thereupon  to  His 
Majesty  at  this  Board. 

[Indorsed]  His  Majestys  Reference  of  the  Case  of 
Connecticut  to  the  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of 
the  Committee  for  hearing  appeals  complaints  Sc"". 

REPORT  of  committee  OF  COUNCIL  ON  THE  PETITION 
OF    AGENTS    BELCHER    AND    DUMMER. 

At  THE  Councill  Chamber,  Whitehall, 
the  15^^  day  of  Aprill,  1730. 
By  the   Right   Hono^'^  the  Lords  of   the  Com- 
mittee   for    hearing    Appeales,    Complaints, 
&c*   from   the   Plantations. 

Whereas  His  Majesty  hath  been  pleased   to   referr 
unto  this  Committee  the   humble  Petition   of  Jonathan 
26 
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Belcher  and  Jeremiah  Dummer,  Esq",  for  and  on  be- 
half of  His  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  New 
England,  Setting  forth,  inter  alia,  that  upon  an  Appeale 
lately  brought  befor  His  Majesty  in  Councill,  by  John 
Winthrop,  Esq'"  against  Thomas  Lechmere,  Esq'*,  and 
Anne  his  Wife,  His  Majesty  was  pleased  to  Declare 
an  Act  of  that  Colony  for  the  Settlement  of  Intestates 
Estates  to  be  null  and  void :  By  which  Act  the  real 
Estates  of  persons  dying  intestate  were  to  be  Divided 
equally  amongst  the  Children  of  the  Intestate,  save^ 
only  that  the  Eldest  Son  was  to  have  a  Double  Share ; 
which  Method  of  Dividing  Intestates  Estates  the  Peti- 
tioners represent  to  have  been  observed  as  an  Estab- 
lished rule  from  the  first  Settlement  of  that  Province, 
and  that  the  Annulling  the  said  Act,  without  Substitut- 
ing some  Provision  in  lieu  thereof,  would  introduce  the 
greatest  Confusion,  and  occasion  a  total  Alteration  in 
the  Property  of  the  People  there.  And  therefore  the 
Petitioners  humbly  pray  that  His  Majesty  will  be 
Pleased  to  Confirm  to  the  Inhabitants  of  that  Colony 
the  Estates  they  now  hold  under  the  said  Distribution 
of  Intestates  real  Estates,  and  to  Quiet  them  in  the 
Possession  thereof,  and  to  Enable  them  to  Divide  the 
Lands  of  Intestates  in  the  same  manner  for  the  future, 
with  a  Saving  Clause  as  to  the  Case  of  the  said  Win- 
throp :  —  The  Lords  of  the  Committee  are  thereupon 
pleased  to  Order,  that  the  said  Petition  (a  Copy  where- 
of is  hereunto  annexed)  Be  and  it  is  hereby  Referred 
to  the  Lords  Commiss''^  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  to 
Consider  How  and  in  what  manner  the  Inhabitants  of 
the  said  Colony  may  be  affected  by  the  Annulling 
the  said  Act,  And  to  Report  to  this  Committee  what 
Method  they  apprehend  most  Advisable  to  be  taken 
for  Quieting  and  Securing  the  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Colony  in  the  Possessions  of  their  Estates. 
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[Indorsement]  The  Right  Honourable  the  Lords  of 
the  Comitte  for  hearing  Petitions  complaints  Sc'' 
Referring  the  Case  of  Connecticut  to  the  Lords 
Commissioners  for  Trade  &"  and  to  consider  and 
report   on. 

GOVERNOR    TALCOTT    TO    JEREMY    DUMMER. 

S"":  Since  my  Last  to  you  of  Nov""  ultimo,  I 
have  the  favor  of  yours  of  Feb'"  if^'  1730,  Feb.  16**', 
March  f^,  with  the  Copy  of  our  Case  and  Petition,  and 
the  Politicall  State  for  the  month  of  Feb"",  in  which 
I  gratefully  acknowledge  your  favor ;  one  more  of 
March  the  29*''  1730,  acquainting  us  that  our  Petition 
is  lodged  at  the  Council  Board,  and  referr'd  to  the 
Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Trade  and  Plantations.  We 
would  still  hope  that  His  Majesty  in  his  goodness 
[would  ?J  be  pleased  gratiously  to  favor  us  in  doing  for 
our  relief  what  is  pOvSsible,  especially  in  settling  what 
is  past  at  least,  and  continuing  our  antient  (and  to  us) 
so  agreeable  Custom  for  the  settling  the  Real  Estates 
of  intestates. 

I  can  assure  you  tho'  some  hundreds  of  persons 
in  this  Colony  have  died  intestate  just  before  and 
since  the  Royall  Decree  of  his  Majesty  in  Council 
came  to  us,  declaring  our  Law  void,  we  have  been 
so  observant  to  his  Majesty's  Order  that  not  one 
Estate  so  fallen,  as  I  know  of,  hath  been  settled  by 
us,  but  all  [lie]  still,  tho'  to  the  great  greivance  of 
many  orphans  and  fatherless  children,  who  must  wait 
with  patience  on  his  Majesty's  Royall  Pleasure.  There 
be  some  where  the  children  have  all  come  of  full  age 
having  been  so  fully  satisfied  that  their  fathers  know- 
ing what  the  Law  of  the  Colony  was,  and  dying  with- 
out a  will,  that  the  eldest  son  hath  taken  only  a  double 
portion,  and  the  rest  single  shares,  and  have  given  quit 
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claims  to  each  other,  and  so  settled  their  Estates.  And 
indeed  we  can't  rationally  think  any  other,  but  that 
such  as  died  under  our  former  and  antient  Custom 
and  administration,  without  making  any  will,  always 
intended  their  Estates  should  be  so  disposed  of,  except 
some  very  few  Inconsiderate  persons. 

We  have  no  certainty  where  M^  Belcher  is,  tho' 
we  hear  he  is  expected  into  his  Gov'ment  at  Boston 
every  day.  Our  affairs  lying  before  his  Majesty,  and 
in  expectation  of  a  speedy  issue,  its  possible  before  this 
can  likely  reach  you,  I  have  not  added  any  thing  of 
instructions,  nor  indeed  don't  think  of  anything  now. 
But  must  leave  our  affairs  now  wholly  to  your  Care 
and  Conduct,  depending  on  your  fidelity  in  this  and  all 
other  matters  that  may  concern  our  Colony.  I  have 
sent  your  last  year's  Salary  to  the  Hon^^  W''  Dumer, 
Esqf,  and  am  Sir, 

Your  hum^^   Serv*, 

Hartford,  July  i^:  1730.  J.  TALCOTT. 

To  Jeremiah  Dum^,  Esq^. 

JONATHAN  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Hoii^^^  S'':  As  you  have  the  honour  to  be  at  the 
head  of  his  Majesty's  Government  of  Connecticutt,  I 
am  now  with  gratitude  to  Almighty  God  to  advise 
you  of  my  landing  here,  the  10*^  Instant,  with  His 
Majesty's  Commissions  for  the  Governments  of  the 
Massachusetts  and  N.  Hampshire.  I  shall  always  be 
glad  of  your  good  Neighbourhood,  and  that  we  may 
to  the  utmost  of  our  power  promote  His  Majesty's 
Service,  and  the  best  interest  and  prosperity  of  the 
Provinces  under  our  care.  My  present  hurry  prevents 
my  writing  the  state  I  left  your  Colony's  affairs  in  at 
the  Court  of  Great  Brittain,  which  I  hope  Jto  do  in  a 
few  days.     In   the   mean  time,   pray  give   my   humblQ 
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service  to  the  Gentlemen  of   his  Majesty's  Council,  and 
believe  me  to  be,  with  a  great  deal  of  respect, 
Y"".   Honour's   Most  Obedient   Humble   Servant, 

J.  BELCHER. 
Boston,  Aug'*  17.  1730. 
Gov  Talcott.  • 

GOVERNOR  MONTGOMERIE  OF  NEW  YORK  TO  GOVERNOR 

TALCOTT. 

N.  York,  Sep"-  3^  1730. 
Sir  : 

I  have  the  favour  of  your  letter  of  the  21"*  of  the 
last  month,  concerning  the  partition  line  to  be  run  be- 
tween the  Provinces  of  New  York  and  Connecticut. 
The  Assembly  of  this  Province  is  now  sitting,  to 
whom  I  shall  again  recommend  the  consideration  of 
that  affair,  but  lest  the  circumstances  of  the  Province 
should  not  permit  them  to  raise  a  sum  of  money  at 
present  for  that  service,  I  have  laid  before  his  Maj*'^' 
Council  here  a  proposal  made  to  me  for  defraying 
that  Expence  another  way,  which  being  approved  of 
by  them,  I  have  upon  their  advice  nominated  Com- 
missioners, and  given  directions  for  proper  Commis- 
sions and  Instructions  to  be  prepared  for  them,  and 
for  the  Surveyor  to  compleat^  that  work  in  conjunction 
with  Commissioners  and  a  Surveyor  to  be  authorized 
by  you,  and  have  fixt  upon  the  twenty-ninth  day  of 
this  Instant  for  all  of  them  to  meet  at  Horseneck  to 
begin  and  finish  that  line. 

I  desire  you  will  direct  your  Commissioners  and 
Surveyor  to  be  there  precisely  on  that  day,'^''  as  those 
shall  be  whom  I  appoint,  that  if  possible  the  business 
may  be  done  before  the  Winter  sets  in  to  put  a  stop 
to  them,  for  I  think  the  affair  of  such  moment,  and  so 
necessary  to  be  speedily  finished,  that  if  the  Assembly 
♦  Colonic  Records,  VII.  295-6. 
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make  no  provision  for  it,  I  will  make  use  of  the  pro- 
posal made  to  me  for  running  that  Line  without  their 
aid.     I  am,  Sir, 

Your  most  obedient  and 

most  humble  servant, 

J.  MONTGOMERIE. 

GOVERNOUR   OF  CONNECTICUT. 

[Indorsed]     The  Gov^  of  New  York's  Letter  of  Septem- 
ber 3^  1730. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT   TO   THE    BOARD   OF   TRADE.* 

Right  Hond"^^:  I  received  your  Lordships  Que- 
ries to  this  Colony,  and  laid  them  before  the  Gen'^ 
Assembly  at  their  sessions  in  May  last.  They  imme- 
diately appointed  a  Comittee  to  assist  me  in  the 
affair,  that  so  our  Answers  to  them  might  be  with  the 
greater  certainty.  By  their  Indeavors  and  Assistance, 
I  am  inabled  to  give  your  Lordships  the  answers  here- 
with enclosed,  which,  I  hope,  will  be  to  your  Satis- 
faction ;  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to  me  to  assure  your 
Lordships,  that  with  greatest  cheerfulness  our  Assem- 
bly are  ready  to  inform  you  in  these  and  in  every 
other  thing  that  you  may  judge  for  his  Majesty's 
Interest.  I  am,  with  greatest  Regards  and  sincere 
Respects, 

Your  Lordships  Most  obedient  and  very  hum^^ 
Serv*, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

Hartford,  Sept.  9*^,  1730. 
To  the   Right  Hon^^^   Lords   of  Trade,  &c. 


*  This  letter  is  printed  in  Colonial  Records,  VII.  581,  with  the  Queries 
from  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  the  answers  thereto.  The  draught  of  the 
answers  is  in  the  handwriting  of  Gov.  Talcott. 
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GOVERNOR    AND   COUNCIL'S    INSTRUCTIONS    TO   COMMIS- 
SIONERS  FOR  RUNNING  THE  BOUNDARY  LINE. 

At  a  Meeting  of  the  Gov  &  Council  in  Hartford,  Sep- 
tember 23,  1730. 

Instructions  to  the  Comissioners  and  Surveyors  on 
the  part  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  authorised  to 
meet  with  such  Comissioners  and  Surveyors,  as  are 
or  may  be  appointed  for  &  on  the  behalf  of  the  Prov- 
ince of  New  York,  and  to  Joyn  with  them  in  running 
and  ascertaining  the  partition  and  boundary  line  or 
lines  between  this  Colony  and  the  Province  of  New 
York,  according  to  an  agreement  between  the  Gov'"- 
ments  whereby  the  s'^  line  was  to  be  survey'd,  affixt, 
approved  of  and  con  firm 'd  by  the  Late  King  William 
of  Blessed  memory:  —  and  said  Commissioners  ap- 
pointed by  the  act  of  the  Gen^'  Assembly  of  Connecti- 
cut, October  8"^  1724,  and  to  meet  on  the  third  Tusday 
of  aprill,  1725  ;  and  althow  as  s"^  Commiss"  did  on  s'^ 
second  \sic\  Tusday  of  aprill,  1725,  meet  with  the 
Commissioners  on  the  part  of  New  York,  and  so  from 
time  to  time  &  finally  on  the  29*''  of  aprill,  1725,  the 
s''  Commiss"  on  the  side  of  this  Colony,  viz:  the  hon^' 
Jonathan  Law,  Esq"",  major  Samuel  Eeles  and  Roger 
Wolcott,  Esq'^'',  Comission",  and  Edmond  Lewiss  and 
John  Cop  Esq",  Surveyors,  and  allso  the  Comission'"s 
and  Surveyor  Gen'^  on  behalf  and  on  the  part  of  the 
Province  of  New  York,  (viz :)  Francis  Harison,  Cad- 
wallader  Colden,  vSurveyor  Generall  of  the  Province  of 
New  York,  and  Isaac  Hicks,  Esq^^  authorized  and  ap- 
pointed by  his  majestys  Comission  under  the  Great 
Seall  of  the  s'^  Province,  and  dated  at  Fort  George  in 
New  Yorke,  the  third  day  of  aprill,  1725,  did  at  Green- 
wich in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  meet  and  fully 
agree  and  conclude  on  all  the  Corners  and  points  that 
were   to  be   run   for  the   perfecting  and   completing  s^ 
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partition  line  between  the  s^  Governments  whicli  ap- 
pear eth  by  their  agreement  under  their  hands  and  seals, 
made  at  Greenwich,  the  29*''  day  of  aprill,  1725,  —  and 
whereas  it  was  then  agreed  by  s'*  Commissioners  and 
Surveyors,  on  both  parts  that  if  they  at  their  meeting 
should  not  be  able  to  go  through  the  whole  work 
according  to  the  s'^  agreement  to  be  done  that  they 
would  at  any  time  hereafter  meet  and  proceed  thereon 
at  such  time  as  should  be  agreed  upon  by  his  Excel- 
lency the  Gov'  of  New  York,  for  the  time  being,  and 
his  Honour  the  Gov  of  Connecticut,  for  the  time 
being,  and  whereas  his  Excellency,  John  Montgomerie, 
Gov  and  Commander  in  Chief,  over  the  s*^  Province  of 
New  York,  hath  by  a  letter,  under  his  hand,  bearing 
date,  Septemb*"  3,  1730,  signified  to  the  Gov  of  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut,  that  his  Excellency  will  appoint, 
commissionate  and  send  Commissioners  and  Surveyors 
on  the  part  and  behalf  of  New  York,  to  meet  at  Horse 
Neck  on  the  29*^'  day  of  instant  September,  to  proceed 
upon  and  fully  complete  that  necessary  work  of  run- 
ning the  s'^  partition  lines,  and  desired  that  Commis- 
sioners on  our  part  of  this  Colony  may  not  faile  to 
meet  them  at  s"^  time  and  place  to  do  s*^  Service. 

You  the  s*^  Commiss^s  and  Surveyors  on  the  part 
of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  are,  or  so  many  of  you  at 
least  as  may  be  Necessary  for  s''  Service,  are  ordered 
to  proceed  on  your  Journey  for  s'^  Service  so  that  you 
may  not  faile  coming  to  horsneck  according  to  Gov 
Montgomerie's  desire  and  appointment  on  the  29  day 
of  Instant  Septem""  there  to  meet  with  the  Commis- 
ion"  and  Surveyors  of  New  York  to  proceed  on  and 
finish  running  and  ascertaining  the  s"^  boundary  and 
partition  line,  and  affixing  monuments  thereon,  accord- 
ing to  s"^  agreement  made  aprill  29,  1725,  —  and 
whereas  by  s'^  agreements  all  points  necessary  on  that 
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affaire  are  therein  fully  concluded  to :  you  are  there- 
fore now  [convened?]  to  go  through  the  whole  affair 
of  surveying  and  affixing  Monuments  throughout  the 
s'^  partition  and  division  line  in  conjunction  with  such 
Commis",  and  Surveyors,  as  are  or  shall  be  authen- 
tickly  Commissionated  on  the  part  of  s*^  Province,  (if 
the  Season  will  allow  of  it,)  and  make  Return  of  your 
doings  thereon  unto  this  board,  or  the  Gen^^  Assembly 
of  this  Colony  of  Connecticut,  under  the  hands  and 
seals  of  the  Comissioners  and  Surveyors  of  both  Gov- 
ernments that  shall  be  present  in  doing  s*^  Service. 

[Indorsed]     Gov  and  Council's  Instructions 
to  the  Comission",  Septem^  23<*,   1730. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO    THE    DUKE  OF  NEWCASTLE. 

Most  Excellent  Sir : 

I  have  with  your  favor  of  the  22*^  of  Jan'y  1^29-30, 
his  Majesty's  Royall  Instructions;  the  Treaty  at  Seville; 
the  King  of  Spain's  Cedula;  and  pursuant  to  his  Maj- 
esty's Pleasure  have  caused  them  to  be  published  in 
the  town  of  Hartford,  at  the  port  in  New-london,  and 
at  and  before  the  Gen"  Assembly  of  this  his  Majesty's 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  holden  at  New-haven  on  the  8"' 
of  October,  1730. 

And  to  all  other  his  Majesty's  Royall  Comands 
shall  always  render  greatest  regards,  and  yield  most 
ready  and  cheerful  obedience ;  shall  punctually  comply 
so  far  as  concerns  this  Govment  with  the  obligations 
of  the  Treaties  subsisting  between  his  Majesty  and  the 
Catholick  King.  Its  delightful  to  me  to  be  observing 
his  Majesty's  Royall  Instructions,  and  with  a  great  deal 
of  pleasure  can  assure  Your  Grace  that  I  can't  charge 
my  self  nor  the  people  in  this  his  Majesty's  Colony  with 
27 
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any  disloyalty  or  undutifulness,  but  on  the  contrary  must 
place  them  among-  the  most  loyall,  dutiful,  and  cheer- 
fully complying-  subjects.  Shall  look  upon  my  self  and 
this  Govment  highly  favor'd,  if  we  might  have  the 
advantage  of  your  advice  and  direction,  to  us  or  our 
Agent,  in  any  thing  that  may  be  to  his  Majesty's  Ser- 
vice, and  the  good  of  his  subjects  here.  I  am,  with 
greatest  Regards  and  sincere  Respects,  Your  Grace's 
Most  obedient  and  Most  humble  Serv\ 

JOSEPH  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Octob'  24^*',  A.  D.  1730. 
To  the  Most  Excellent  Holles  Newcastle, 

London. 

GOVERNOR    TALCOTT    TO     FRANCIS    WILKS. 

S"":  By  the  favour  of  your  Letter  of  April  last 
you  are  pleased  to  inform,  as  also  doth  Gov'  Belcher 
in  his  therein  inclosed,  that  he  hath  put  the  principal 
papers  relating  to  the  concerns  of  this  Gov'"ment  into 
your  hands,  and  I  hope  they  are  well  lodg'd  since 
you'l  see  by  the  inclosed  Copy  of  the  act  of  our  Gen- 
erall  Assembly  and  power  of  attorney  that  they  have 
chosen  you  Agent  &:c.^  and  discharg'd  M^.  Dum"". 
Our  Instructions  to  our  former  Agents  I  conclude  are 
now  in  your  hands  and  I  can't  add  anything  to  them 
for  the  benefit  of  this  people  on  that  head  respect- 
ing the  settling  and  confirming  the  properties  of  in- 
testate estates  on  those  of  our  people  to  whom  the  same 
hath  fallen  under  our  antient  Custom,  and  if  that  be 
granted,  which  I  cannot  doubt  of,  you'l  please  to  con- 
sider not  only  what  hath  been  settled  by  the  probates 
but    also    such   estates   of   the    intestates    as   have  died 
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since  his  Majestie's  declaring  our  Law  concerning  them 
to  be  annulled  and  made  void  —  for  many  had  then 
and  have  since  died  intestate,  and  we  have  been 
so  observant  to  his  Majesty's  Comand  that  not  one 
intestate  estate  that  I  know  of  hath  been  settled  by 
the  probate,  but  all  lie  to  wait  his  Majesty's  Pleasure, 
and  many  orphans  who  have  laboured  something,  and 
others  of  age  who  have  spent  their  youth  and  strength 
in  subduing  our  Ruffe  country  in  expectation  of  mak- 
ing room  for  themselves  to  live  upon  the  Earth  with  their 
labour  &c.  wait  with  a  great  deal  of  patience  and  hope 
that  they  shall  at  last  obtain  their  desire  of  having  a 
confirmation. 

Hoping  that  you'l  please  to  accept  and  enter  on 
the  service  and  agency  of  this  Colony.  I  must  depend 
upon  your  constant  care  and  prudence,  nothing  doubt- 
ing of  your  prudence  and  fidelity ;  and  please  to  let  me 
hear  from  you  as  often  as  opportunity  admits.  You'l 
oblige,  S-", 

Your  very  hum^^  and  obed*  Serv*, 

JOSEPH  TALCOTT. 

Hartford  Octob""  24*'',  1730. 
To  Francis  Wilks,  Esq'. 
London 

The  duplicate  hath  an  addition,  (viz :) 

P.  S.  Sir :  I^  you  can  do  any  service  for  Cap* 
Hez.  Wyllys,'^'  who  is  Secretary  of  this  Gov'ment,  my 
Next  Neighbour,  a  Gen*^man  of  known  Integrity,  whose 
son  transcribes  my  letter  to  you  respecting  your  being 
appointed  our  Agent,  and  if  he   lives   is  heir  to  the  es- 

*  Hezekiah  Wyllis,  born  in  Hartford,  April  3,  1672 ;  he  was  chosen  Sec- 
retary of  the  Colony  in  1712,  and  held  the  office  until  1734,  when  he  re- 
signed on  account  of  infirm  health.  He  died  Dec.  24,  1741.  His  son  George 
had  been  appointed  Secretary  pro  tern,  in  October,  1730,  and  was  chosen  as 
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tate  after  Cap^  Wyllys  in  England,  and  hath  a  Liberal 
Education,  a  young  Gen^man  of  good  abilitys  and  ac- 
complishments ;  you  can't  but  have  heard  something 
of  the  estate  befallen  him  in  England,^  and  if  you  can 
do  him  any  service  in  that  affair  I  shall  look  upon  it 
as  a  favor  done  to  myself,  and  am,  S'",  yours, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

COMMISSION  TO   FRANCIS  WILKS  AS  AGENT. 

This  Publick  Instrument  of  procuration  or  Letter 
of  Attorney  Witnesseth  that  we  the  Gov'"  and  Com- 
pany of  his  Majesties  Coloney  of  Connecticut  in  New 
England  in  America  have  Nominated  Constituted  and 
fully  impowerd  &  do  by  these  presents  Nominate  Con- 
stitute and  fully  Impower  our  trusty  and  well  beloved 
friend  Francis  Wilks  Esq''  of  London  to  be  our  trusty 
and  Lawfull  attorney  in  our  name  place  behalf  and 
stead  before  the  Kings  Majestic,  or  before  any  of  the 
Courts  in  Westminster,  or  before  any  other  Court  or 
Judge  in  great  Brittain  to  appeare  plead  Implead  man- 
age act  transact  prosecute  or  defend  as  the  Case  shall 
Require  in  all  and  every  matter  Suit  Cause  or  thing, 
wherein  this  Colony  shall  or  may  be  Concerned,  giving 


his  father's  successor  by  the  General  Assembly  in  May,  1734.  He  held  the 
office  for  the  long  period  of  sixty-six  years ;  was  also  Lieut. -Colonel  of  the 
First  Regiment,  and  town  clerk  of  Hartford  for  many  years.  He  was  born 
Oct.  6,  1 710,  and  died  April  24,  1796,  in  the  old  ^^yllys  mansion,  on  Charter 
Oak  Hill.  —  Colonial  Records^  VII.  2g4^  S^S'  Memorial  History  of  Hartford 
County^  I.  2JI-2. 

*  The  General  Assembly  loaned  from  the  public  treasury  the  sum  of 
;^i,ooo,  in  bills  of  public  credit,  to  Capt.  Wyllys,  taking  from  him  good  secur- 
ity in  real  estate,  in  order  to  assist  him  in  prosecutmg  his  suit  to  obtain  an 
estate  in  England.  He  promised  to  repay  the  loan,  with  interest,  on  June 
10,  1735 ;  but  in  May,  1734,  he  memorialized  the  General  Assembly,  stating 
that  his  suit  had  failed,  and  his  cause  was  lost,  and  asked  to  have  the 
interest  of  the  £1000  remitted.  —  Colonial  Records^  VII.  ^40,  401.  State 
Archives;  Finance  and  Currency^  II.  440- j. 
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and  hereby  granting  to  our  said  Agent  full  power  and 

authority  in  and   about  the   premises.     Sealed  with  our 

Seale. 

J.  TALCOTT,  Gov. 
Dated  at  Hartford  this 

Cap*  Wyllys.  Sir:  please  to  draw  the  foregoing 
over  on  as  good  paper  as  can  be  got  in  the  town. 
Draw  allso  the  two  acts  of  Assembly  (viz.)  one  appoint- 
ing M""  Wilks  —  the  other  discharging  M""  Dum'"  pray 
dont  delay  them.  I  shall  allso  send  a  letter  to  each  of 
them.  I  expect  on  munday  next  to  have  opportunity 
to  send  them  to  boston. 

J.  TALCOTT. 

[Oct.  1730.] 


GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  GOVERNOR  BELCHER  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Sir :  By  the  bearer  I  have  sent  a  letter  to  Francis 
Wilks,  Esq',  with  a  power  of  attorney  and  Acts  of 
Assembly  impowering  him  and  discharging  M'  Dumm'. 
And,  Sir,  when  I  vSent  to  you  in  England  the  Act 
of  our  Assembly,  and  the  reasons  of  our  fears  and 
of  our  hopes  (of  going  into  Parliament)  which  reasons 
I  earnestly  intreated  both  yourself  and  M'  Dumer 
might  be  sent  back  to  me  by  the  first  opportunity, 
lest  lying  there  they  might  fall  into  the  hands  of 
our  adversaries,  and  be  a  damage  to  us,  these  reasons  I 
have  never  received  since,  and  if  in  M*"  Dumer's  hands 
may  be  improved  to  our  disadvantage  (if  he  be  so 
inclined).  And,  Sir,  if  they  are  in  his  hands,  if  you 
can  think  of  any  device  to  have  them  thence,  I  should 
be  glad,  and  if  not,  we  must  do  as  well  as  we  can. 

We  have  rec'd  the  print  with  your  Excellency's 
Speech  that  was  made    to    your  Assembly  after  your 
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Gen '11  Conference ;  and  indeed  are  even  astonished 
that  they  stand  out  in  the  manner,  when  willing-  to 
come  to  the  thing  it  self  (viz.)  ;^iooo.  as  if  they  so 
little  regarded  the  good  of  all  New  England  as  to  throw 
it  away  or  at  least  set  it  at  so  great  a  hazard.  I 
can't  but  think  it's  now  come  to  such  a  crisis  in  their 
own  opinions  that  they  believe  they  must  yield  or 
die,  yet  loath  to  go  back,  or  that  it  should  be  said 
they  give   out."^ 

They'll  rather  hazard  all  their  and  our  valuable 
privileges  than  do  it.  And  whatever  they  might  think 
at  first  setting  out,  I  doubt  pride,  stoutness,  or  great- 
ness, if  it  may  so  be  called,  is  now  the  bias  that 
holds  them  on  in  the  same  way,  tho  without  hope  of 
relief  (in  Parliament  or  elsewhere,)  and  it's  likely  this 
haughty  look  is  before  a  fall,  and  they  with  all  New 
England  may  repent  when  'tis  too  late,  and  it's  more 
likely  they  that  now  stand  highest  in  the  contention 
will  fall  deepest  in  the  mire  and  misery  that  they'll 
bring  themselves,  &c.  And  how  can  they  expect  any 
other,  when  the  legislature  by  their  means  provokt 
strip  the  people  of  their  privileges,  and  compel  them 
to  subjection  and  to  harder  terms  under  strangers  to 
rule  over  them  with  rigor;  and  then  they  that  led 
them  into  these  miseries,  not  able  in  the  least  measure 
nither  to  relieve  nor  comfort  them.  But  it's  possible 
I  may  be  bid  to  meddle  with  my  own  business,  and 
shall  not  add,  but  with  leave  subscribe. 

Your    Excellency's    Most    hum^^*'    and    Most    obed* 

greatly  concerned 

Servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Octob^.  2f^\  1730. 

*  Hutchinson,  II.  369  ct  scq. 
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LIEUT.-GOVERNOR    DUMMER   OF  MASSACHUSETTS  TO 
GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

S"":  I  have  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  24^''  instant, 
in  answer  to  which  if  you'l  please  to  order  the  i^ioo. 
for  my  Brother  to  my  house  in  Boston  I  shall  (God 
willing)  be  there  ready  to  receive  it  and  give  you 
the  receipt  accordingly.  I  am  told  that  in  one  of  our 
newspapers  of  this  week  there  is  a  paragraph  from 
your  Government  that  you  have  chosen  M'  Wilks 
for  your  Agent.  You'l  favour  me  to  let  me  know 
the   truth   on   it,   and   I  am,   S', 

Y"^  most  Obdt  humble  Ser, 

W^.  DUMMER. 
Newbury  Falls, 

29*'^  Octob'  1730. 

Gov  Talcot. 

[Indorsed]     From   D.  Gov^   Dummer,  about  his   Broth- 
er's Salary,  ;^ioo.  &c. 

committee   for   building  battery  at  new  LONDON, 
TO  governor  TALCOTT. 

New  London,  Decemb""  28*'',  1730. 
Honoured  Sir:  This  may  acquaint  your  Honour 
that  the  ii"ioo  sent  us  from  the  last  Assembly*  we 
have  apply ed  in  the  building  the  Battery  here,  and  we 
are  still  in  debt  for  labour  and  service  on  the  s"*  Bat- 
tery fifty  or  sixty  pounds,  thereabouts,  and  are  continu- 
ally cal''  upon  for  the  money,  and  most  of  it  due  to 
poor  men  that  much  want  it.  Therefore  we  pray 
your  Honour  in  Council  to  send  us  some  money  down 
by  the  bearer,  M""  Truman.  If  we  now  had  money 
by  us,  might  procure  a  good  quantity  of  stones  now 
while  teams  are  strong  to  work.  We  suppose  the 
wall  is  half   high   enough,   and  may  be  raised  as  high 
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as  it  need    to    be    pretty    early   in    tlie    next    summer. 
This  is  all,  from 

Your  Honour's  very  humble  Servants, 

J.  PLUMBE,-^  ) 

JNo  .  PICKETT,t  \  Committee. 

RICH» .  CHRISTOPHERS,  ) 

Sir :  We  have  of  late  begun  to  slack  our  care  re- 
lating to  the  Small  Pox,  supposing  the  danger  is  almost 
over,  but  have  had  no  advice  from  your  Honour  therein 
which  would  be  acceptable. 

Capt.  Hez.  Wyllys,  Esq^ 

Sir:  Please  to  draw  out  the  Act  passed  the  last 
Gen'^  Assembly,  relating  to  drawing  money  out  of 
the  treasury  for  the  building  the  Battery  at  N :  Lon- 
don, and  send  it  me  tomorrow  morn,  together  with 
this  letter,  p«"  the  bearer,  M""  Truman.  I  am,  S"", 
Your  hum^^  Serv*, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

FRANCIS    WILKS   TO    GOVERNOR    TALCOTT. 
{Copy  /**■  Homans.) 

London,  13*''  February,  173O. 
S"":  I  esteem  myself  Highly  Honour 'd  by  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  over  which  you  preside  as 
Head  and  Governour,  in  appointing  me  their  Agent, 
which  I  enter  upon  with  a  great  deal  of  Pleasure 
and    shall    be    glad    if     I    can    recommend    myself    by 

*  John  Plumbe  was  Justice  of  the  Peace  for  New  London  County,  and 
Judge   of  Probate,  1729-1733.     He  died  about  1734.  —  Colonial  Records,  VII. 

323.  305- 

\  John  Pickett  was  born  in  New  London  July  28,  1685 ;  graduated  from 
Yale  College  1705 ;  he  was  the  first  graduate  of  the  College  who  was 
trained  as  a  lawyer,  but  he  was  also  engaged  in  trade  with  the  West  Indies  ; 
he  was  clerk  of  the  county  court  for  eighteen  years,  1 720-1 738,  and  deputy 
to  the  General  Assembly  in  May,  1727 ;  he  died  in  New  London  Dec,  9,  1738. 
—  Yale  Biographies  and  Annals^  j8. 
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gitting  anything  Satisfactory  done  for  the  Colony  in 
the  Affair  now  depending.  Gov""  Belcher  left  with  me 
the  Instructions  he  had  receiv'd,  also  several  other 
Papers  necessary  to  let  me  into  a  perfect  knowledge 
of  the  Affair.  Accordingly  I  have  attended  upon  all 
occasions  since  his  departure,  tho'  its  but  lately  that 
the  Board  of  Trade  have  made  their  Report  to  the 
King  in  Councill  upon  the  Affair  of  your  Colony  that 
has  been  so  long  before  them.  I  shall  acquaint  you 
with  what  has  pass'd,  and  in  what  Position  the  Affair 
seems  at  present  to  rest,  upon  which  you'll  be  pre- 
pared to  give  me  your  farther  directions  for  my  Con- 
duct, if  nothing  be  done  by  Parliament  for  your  Relief 
this  Sessions. 

Sometime  ago  I  receiv'd  a  letter  from  the  Sec- 
retary to  the  Lords  Commissioners  of  Trade  to  attend 
their  Lordships,  which  I  according  did,  and  met  with 
M'.  Dummer,  and  M'.  Winthrope,  who  had  also  Letters 
to  the  same  purpose.  We  were  call'd  in,  and  M'. 
Dummer  very  handsomely  sett  forth  how  just  and 
necessary  it  was  that  what  has  been  acted  in  the 
Colony  upon  the  Law  for  the  Division  of  Intestate 
Estates  for  so  many  years  shou'd  be  Confirm'd.  M^ 
Winthrope  asserted  that  many  very  great  Injuries 
have  been  impos'd  on  Private  Families  by  that  law, 
that  often  when  a  man  has  died  intestate  and  left  a 
young  family,  a  fair  estate  has  been  confounded  and 
sold  for  a  small  part  of  its  value,  and  those  in  Author- 
ity who  have  been  concern'd  in  the  Sale,  have  under- 
handed been  the  Purchasers.  He  also  affirm'd  that  the 
People  of  that  Colony  groan 'd  under  the  Burthen  of 
Impositions  impos'd  on  them  under  a  notion  of  Char- 
ter Priviledges,  and  was  there  to  be  a  Poll  taken 
throughout  the  Province  a  great  Majority  wou'd  be  for 
28 
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giving  up  the  Charter,  &c.*  The  report  from  the 
Board  of  Trade  is  gone  to  his  Majesty  in  Councill,  and 
I  hope  to  have  a  Copy  of  it  to  send  you  by  this 
Opportunity :  but  by  what  I  can  learn  of  the  Sub- 
stance of  it,  their  Lordships  have  Recommended  it  as 
absolutely  necessary  that  the  people  shou'd  be  con- 
firm'd  in  their  Possession  of  the  Estates  they  hold, 
according  to  the  Law  which  has  so  long  subsisted 
amongst  them  for  the  Division  of  Intestate  Estates. 
But  I  am  inform'd  in  the  same  Report  they  take 
notice  and  give  it  as  their  opinion,  that  the  footing 
the  Colony  is  upon  at  present,  under  their  present 
Charter,  is  no  ways  consistent  with  the  Constitution  or 
Interest  of  Great  Brittain,  and  therefore  recommend  it 
that  the  Legislature  of  this  Kingdom  shou'd  Grant  a 
New  Charter,  better  calculated  for  the  Government  of 
your  own  Body,  and  more  consistent  with  the  Honour 
and  Interest  of  Great  Brittain.  Upon  this  footing  and 
in  this  light,  I  apprehend  the  Affair  will  be  brought 
into  Parliament.  If  I  in  your  behalf  urge  it  this 
Session,  its  such  a  Clogg  as  shocks  me  in  my  resolu- 
tion how  to  act,  and  as  you  have  not  taken  the  least 
Notice  of  it,  I  apprehend  its  what  you  don't  expect. 
At  a  Committee  of  His  Majesty's  Most  Hon'ble  Privy 
Councill  last  week,  I  moved  by  my  Solicitor  for  a 
Hearing  upon  the  Report  from  the  Board  of  Trade, 
when  M^  Winthrope,  being  present,  urged  that  as  he 
had  exhibited  several  Articles  of  Complaint  against  the 
Colony,  that  they  might  be  heard  at  the  same  time. 
Their  Lordships  enquir'd  if  ^the  one  anyways  related 
to  the  other,  and  being  assur'd  they  did  not,  it  was 
overruled,  and  a  short  day  is  appointed  for  a  Hearing. 
As  soon  as  it  is  over,  I  shall  pursue  all  prudent 
Measures  as  quick  as  possible  to  get  an  Act  of  Par- 
liament pass'd,   if    I   think  it  can  be   done,   to  answer 
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the  Ends  you  aim  at  without  losing  the  Benefit  of 
your  present  Charter:  but  shou'd  it  appear  clearly 
to  me  that  the  one  will  be  the  consequence  of  the 
other,  I  shall  be  afraid  to  proceed  till^  I  have  your 
farther  Directions,  and  in  course  nothing  can  be  done 
this   Session   of   Parliament. 

I  doubt  not  but  you  are  sensible  that  all  Applica- 
tions here  on  publick  accounts  are  very  expensive, 
and  particularly  that  of  getting  an  Act  of  Parliament. 
That  charge  alone  will  be  very  great.  I  doubt  not 
the  Honour  of  the  Colony  in  reimbursting  me  any 
Sum  their  Affairs  may  at  present  require  me  to 
advance,  and  which  I  shall  readily  do,  tho'  I  have 
no  Money  of  theirs  in  my  hands,  nor  have  you  so 
much  as   mention 'd   anything  concerning  it. 

I  beg  the  favour  you'll  Communicate  this  to  the 
Councill  and  Assembly,  and  be  assur'd  that  I   am, 

Your  Hon"  Most  hum.  and  obed'  Serv*, 
FRA.    WILKS.'^ 
To  the   Hon^'«  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq^ 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  JEREMY  DUMMER. 

S":  The  favor  of  your  letter  of  October  ul*  the 
22*^  day,  I  have  now  rec"^:  am  sensible  in  some  meas- 
ure of  the  fatigue  of  waiting  on  Courtiers,  and  don't 
wonder  that  you   should    be   weary   of    it ;    and    since 


*  In  the  State  Archives,  Foreign  Correspondence,  II.  150,  there  is  a  letter 
from  Francis  Wilks  to  Governor  Talcott,  of  the  same  date,  nearly  identical 
with  this.  It  begins  differently:  "I  have  receiv'd  from  the  Governour  of 
Connecticut  the  proper  Credentials  to  Act  as  their  Agent."  In  speaking 
of  Mr.  Winthrop,  he  says:  —  "M""  Winthrop,  I  believe,  asserted  some  very 
great  Lies,  one  was  that  many  fair  Estates  had  been  confounded  by  the 
Management  of  the  Judge,  and  a  few  Others  in  the  Secret  Vith  them,  by 
making  Sale  of  an  Estate  for  a  small  part  of  its  Value,  and  being  the  pur- 
chasers themselves."  He  also  says  that  "he  has  been  frequently  with  Col. 
Bladen  [one  of  the  Lords  of  the  Board  of  Trade]  about  the  matter,"  and 
reports  his  information  of  the  doings  of  the  Board  as  derived  from  him. 
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your  retirement  from  Court  liath  been  taken  notice 
of  as  being  your  choice,  I  hope  this  Gov'"ment's 
easing  you  of  the  burthen  of  attending  the  Courts 
on  our  account  will  be  no  affront,  but  very  accepta- 
ble to  you,  and  that  which  no  doubt  you  would  have 
made  choice  of  your  self. 

And  since  it  so  happens,  and  that  this  Gov^'ment 
have  made  choice  of  Francis  Wilks,  Esq^,  to  be  their 
Agent,  I  desire  you'd  deliver  unto  him  all  the  papers 
in  your  hands  that  concern  this  Gov'^ment,  of  what 
nature  or  kind  so  ever. 

I  acknowledge  your  former  kindnesses,  and  hope 
yet  for  future,  as  well  to  this  Gov^'ment,  particularly 
as  to  myself,  and  that  the  collection  of  books  you 
mention  in  your  last  will  come  according  to  yours  of 
October  last,  22^  Diem. 

And,  Sir,  as  after  you  had  discharged  yourself  from 
the  agency  of  the  Massachusetts,  I  remember,  (by  let- 
ter printed  and  publick  here,)  you  appeared  in  their 
defence  against  passing  the  bill  preferred  for  the  de- 
struction of  the  iron  manufacture  in  America,^  so  I 
shall  still  hope  that  your  good  nature  will  always 
incline  you  to  do  this  Colony  every  good  office  that 
lies  in  your  power,  and  am,  Sir, 

Your  obliged  and  Most  hum^^  Serv^ 

J:  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Feb''  22^,  1730-31. 

To  Jeremiah  Dummer,  Esq. 


*  No  such  bill  was  passed  until  1750,  when  an  act  entitled  "A  Bill  to 
encourage  the  importation  of  Pigg  and  Bar  Iron  from  America,  and  to 
prevent  the  making  of  steel,  or  setting  up  slitting  mills,  or  rolling  mills  in 
the  British  Colonies,"  was  put  on  the  statute-book.  Between  1719  and  1750 
several  attempts  were  made  to  pass  such  a  law  through  Parliament. — 
Mass.  Archives^  LII.  411.  Conn.  Archives:  Industry,  I.  g8;  Foreign  Cor- 
respondence, II.  no.     Scrivener^s  History  of  the  Iron  Trade,  yi-8i. 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  FRANCIS  WILKS. 
5^•  As  to  M""  Winthrop's  Articles  against  this 
Colony,  with  the  Gen^^  Answers,  Gov''  Belcher  carry 'd 
over,  and  no  doubt  are  lodged  with  you,  but  the  Evi- 
dences to  prove  what  we  say  therein  was  long  time 
lodg'd  with  M""  Dumer,  which  M''  Dumer  had,  and  in  a 
letter  inform'd  me  that  when  once  he  was  call'd  before 
the  Hon*'^^  the  Lords  of  Trade,  &c.,  on  that  account 
by  Winthrop,  he  filing  his  answers  at  that  board, 
they  observing  he  therein  counted  on  Evidences  to 
prove  what  he  replyd  to  Winthrop,  &c*.,  Winthrop's 
attorney  demanded  that  the  Evidences  should  be  there 
filed  also  as  well  as  the  answer,  and  M^  Dum'"  was 
loath  to  shew  them.  The  Lords  told  him  they  were 
the  body  and  life  of  his  answers,  and  he  must  pro- 
duce them,  whereupon  he  left  a  copy  of  them  in  the 
office  of  the  Board  of  Trade.  And  I  don't  know  what 
M''  Winthrop  waits  at  G^'  Brittain  for.  I  have  now 
sent  a  letter  by  the  same  ship  with  yours,  desiring 
M'  Dummer  to  deliver  what  papers  he  hath  (of  the 
concerns  of  this  Colony)  into  your  hands,  and  hope 
he'll  be  so  just  as  to  do  it,  but  if  he  should  refuse  or 
neglect,  and  you  should  want  the  Evidences  to  the 
Pleas  in  Winthrop's  Case,  they  may  be  had  doubtless 
in  the  office  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  and  Plantations. 
Also  if  M""  Durh'"  keeps  back  any  papers  on  any  ac- 
count or  cause  this  Colony  may  be  concerned  in,  you'l 
have  a  good  plea  for  time  to  send  to  your  principal. 
We  have  some  hints  as  if  the  Parliament  intended  to 
annex  this  Gov^'ment  and  Rh.  Island  together  into 
the  same  form  of  Gov'"ment  as  Boston,  but  we  can't 
believe  his  Majesty  will  take  from  us  so  'valuable  a 
Jewel  as  our  Charter,  (which  indeed  is  our  Inheritance,) 
and  give  to  us  no  opportunity  to  say  a  word  for 
ourselves. 
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Assuring  myself  that  you'l  watch  against  every- 
thing that  may  hurt  or  annoy  us,  with  utmost  diligence 
to  save  us  when  we  have  done  all  we  can,  not  know- 
ing what  changes  there  is  in  the  right  hand  of  the 
Most  High  we  must  look  to  and  leave  the  Success  with 
him  ;   and  am, 

Sir,  your  hum^^  Serv*, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

FeB^    22°,   1730/31. 


FRANCIS  WILKS   TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

S"":  My  last  was  the  13"^  Ult",  which  contain'd 
an  account  of  the  Situation  of  the  Affair  now  depend- 
ing before  His  Majesty  in  Council,  in  relation  to  the 
Law  concerning  Intestate  Estates.  I  have  since  ob- 
tain'd  a  Copy  of  the  Lords  of  Trade  Report,  also  a 
copy  of  M""  Winthrop's  Memorial,  both  which  you 
have  inclosed.  Nothing  is  done  or  appointed  to  be 
done  on  the  latter.  A  few  days  ago  I  attended  with 
Council,  to  be  heard  before  a  Committee  of  His  Maj- 
esty's Most  Honourable  Privy  Council  on  the  former, 
but  was  put  off  on  account  of  not  having  Petitioned 
in  form  to  be  heard  against  the  Lords  of  Trade  Re- 
port, which  is  what  my  Solicitor  informs  me  has  not 
been  practis'd  in  other  Cases,  it  being  grounded  on 
a  former  Petition.  You'l  find  by  the  Lords  of  Trade 
Report  they  recommend  with  equal  force  that  the 
Colony  should  have  a  New  Charter,  and  to  be  put 
on  the  footing  the  People  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
now  are,  as  they  do  the  matter  of  relief  in  the  article 
petition 'd  for.  Under  this  Circumstance  I  am  at  a 
loss  how  to  act.  I  am  well  assured  no  greater  suc- 
cess  can    be    expected    from    the    Council    than    they'l 
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confirm  the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  if  I 
get  a  recommendation  to  Parliament,  the  one  will 
certainly  be  tacked  to  the  other.  Under  this  Circum- 
stance I  am  at  a  very  Great  Loss  how  to  act,  as  I  have 
no  Instructions  that  the  Colony  would  be  willing  to 
submit  to  the  one  for  the  sake  of  the  other,  or  that 
they'd  even  hazard  the  affair  coming  into  Parliament 
on  such  a  footing.  Upon  these  Considerations  I  am 
afraid  to  push  forward  the  matter,  but  shall  rather 
choose  to  let  it  rest  till  I  can  receive  farther  directions 
from  you  concerning  it.  I  shall  be  watchfull  if  any- 
thing offers  relating  to  the  Colony  to  advise  you,  and 
am  with  hearty  Respects  to  the  General  Assembly, 
Hon^>«  Sir, 

Yo^  Most  Obed*  Hum.  Serv*, 

FRA.  WILKS. 
London,  12"'  March,  1 730/1. 

To  the  Hon^^«  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq"". 


COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 
OF  CONNECTICUT. 

vS*".'  Having  pursuant  to  the  directions  of  the  R*. 
Hon^'"  the  Lords  Comm"  of  His  Maj^^"  Trea'ry,  issued 
our  Deputation  to  M^  Joseph  Hull  to  be  Collector, 
at  New  London  in  Connecticut,  in  the  room  of  M^ 
John  Shackmaple,  deceased  :  We  desire  you  will  please 
to  admit  him  to  the  s*^  Imploym*  and  order  all  the 
Books,  Acco*',  and  papers,  and  other  matters  whatso- 
ever, relating  to  the  s'*  Collection,  to  be  delivered  over 
to  him,  and  administer  to  him  the  Oaths  enjoined 
by  law,  and  certifie  to  us  the  day  he  is  admitted  to 
his   Duty. 

And  we  desire  you    will    please   to   take    care    that 
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he  executes  the  inclosed  Bond  before  your  self,  and 
another  proper  Witness,  and  return  the  same  to  us. 
We  are,  S^, 

Your  most  humble  Serv'ts, 
Custom  H^.,  London, 

24  March,  1730.  J.  EVELYN. 

JOHN  HILL. 
J.  STANLEY. 
C.  PEERS. 
The  Govern^:  of  Connecticut. 

[Superscription]  To  His  Excellency  the  Govern^, 
or  Commander  in  chief  for  the  time  being,  of  His 
Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  America. 

GOVERNOR  MONTGOMERIE  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

New  York,  April  19*^,  1731. 
5'".-  It  was  represented  to  me  some  Months  ago, 
that  one  Lyon  had  petitioned  your  Assembly  for  a 
grant  of  the  Equivalent  Lands,^  surveyed  last  Fall  by 
Commissioners  appointed  by  both  Provinces :  but  at 
the  same  time  it  was  told  me,  that  the  Assembly  of 
Connecticutt  had  justly  and  wisely  rejected  the  Petition ; 
so  I  thought  it  unnecessary  at  that  time  to  trouble 
you  with  a  Letter  upon  this  Subject.  But  being  again 
informed,   that    those    Persons    intend    to    renew    their 


*  Upon  the  establishment,  in  1731,  of  the  boundary  line  between  New 
York  and  Connecticut,  a  tract  of  land  lying  on  the  side  of  the  latter  colony, 
consisting  of  above  60,000  acres,  from  its  figure  called  the  Oblong,  was  ceded 
to  New  York  as  an  equivalent  for  lands  near  the  Sound  surrendered  to  Con- 
necticut. —  Smit/i's  History  of  New  York,  I.  244.  Docu7?ients  Relating  to  the 
Colonial  History  of  New  York,  V.  g^o.     See  also  note,  page  16,  this  volume. 

The  inhabitants  of  Ridgefield  petitioned  the  Governor  of  New  York, 
Sept.  3,  1730,  asking  for  a  grant  of  land  in  the  tract  called  the  Equivalent 
Lands,  which  they  had  supposed  to  belong  to  Ridgefield,  stating  that  they 
are  willing  to  defray  the  expense  of  ascertaining  the  lines  of  partition  and 
division  between  this  Province  and  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  therefore 
pray  his  Excellency  to  grant  them  50,000  acres  of  the  Equivalent  Lands,  out 
of  the  bounds  of  Connecticut.  — New  York  Council  Minutes  (MS.),  XVI.  37. 
Report  on  Boundaries  of  the  State  of  New  York,  II.  SS^~S- 
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Petition  at  the  next  meeting-  of  your  Assembly,  I 
give  you  this  information,  not  doubting  but  that  you 
will  prevent  the  inconveniences  that  must  attend  the 
granting  their  request.  The  Commissioners  from  this 
Province  cannot  execute  any  definitive  agreement,  ex- 
cept it  be  declared  that  the  Soil,  as  well  as  Government 
of  the  Lands  in  question  belongs  to  the  King,  and  their 
being  called  Equivalent  Lands  shews  that  they  are 
His  Majesty's  Right,  in  place  of  the  Lands  now  in 
your  Possession,  by  the  Agreement  in  the  year  1683, 
and  Confirmed  by  that  Signed  in  1725,  by  Commission- 
ers of  both  Provinces.  So  if  your  Assembly  take  upon 
them  to  grant  the  Equivalent  Lands  to  any  Persons, 
then  the  Lands  yielded  to  the  Province  of  Connecti- 
cutt  in  the  year  1683  must  of  course  revert  to  the 
King,  and  I  leave  you  to  judge  what  confusion  that 
will  occasion  among  the  People  of  your  Government, 
who  are  at  present  in  possession  of  them.  And  it  will 
also  be  a  reflection  upon  the  Faith  of  your  Assembly 
to  give  Ear  to  any  Petition  so  absurd  and  ill  grounded, 
after  what  has  been  already  agreed  to  by  the  Com- 
missioners from  New  York  and  Connecticutt.  I  am, 
Sir,  your  most  humble  servant, 

J.  MONTGOMERIE. 

To  the  GovERNOUR  of  Connecticutt. 

[Indorsed]      Gov'"    Montgomerie    of    N    Y''    about    the 
equivalent. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  FRANCIS  WILKS. 
5'".-  This  day  I  rec^  the  favour  of  yours  of 
the  13*^  of  Feb""  last.  Am  obliged  to  you  that  you 
so  readily  accept  of  the  trust  of  the  agency  of  our 
Colony,  and '  the  reason  that  money  was  not  sent  nor 
spoke  of  in  mine  was  because  our  Gen"  men  that  was 
29 
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sent  from  this  Colony  to  congratulate  Esq'"  Belcher 
at  his  arrival  from  Great  Britton,"^  and  to  be  informed 
of  him  by  word  of  mouth  how  our  affairs  stood,  did 
inform  that  Gov""  Belcher  told  them  that  as  he  had 
left  the  instructions,  so  he  had  left  what  money  he 
had  of  ours,  in  your  hands :  yet  must  acknowledge 
that  they  and  we  were  too  short  in  not  acquainting 
ourselves  with  what  money  Gov""  Belcher  left  with  you. 
However,  the  Gen^'  Assembly  of  this  Colony  being  to 
meet  on  the  1 3*^  of  May  next,  to  elect  Gov"",  D :  G*", 
&c,  as  the  Charter  directs,  when  (God  willing)  I  shall 
communicate  yours  to  the  Gen^^  Assembly,  hope  they'l 
take  care  that  you  shall  have  a  Salary  ordered  during 
your  continuing  our  Agent,  as  also  to  inable  you 
to  act  in  our  behalf  and  in  defence  of  our  Charter 
priviledges,  (which  our  people  look  upon  to  be  their 
inheritance,)  and  notwithstanding  M''  Winthrop's  asser- 
tion before  their  Lordships,  that  was  there  a  poll  taken 
throughout  this  Province  a  great  majority  would  .  be 
for  giving  up  the  Charter,  &c.,  I  am  well  assured  that 
not  I  to  an  hundred  are  of  that  mind. 

And  in  respect  to  what  he  asserts,  that  by  the 
Law  of  the  Colony  respecting  intestate  Estates,  that 
often  when  a  man  has  died  intestate  and  left  a  young 
family,  a  fair  Estate  has  been  confounded  and  sold  for 
a  small  value,  and  those  in  authority  who  have  been 
concerned  in  the  sale,  have  underhandedly  been  the 
purchasers,  I  suppose  this  is  no  less  false  than  the 
other,  and  don't  think  that  there  is  one  instance  in 
the  whole*  Colony  of  any  of  the  Judges  of  the  Probate, 
who  orcjer  the  manner  how  s^  Estate  shall  be  sold  as 
to  the  proceeding  thereon,  have  so  much  as  had  any 
such  Estate,  either  at  the  sale,  or  otherways,  or  at  any 
other  time.     No,   nor  that  either  they  or  their  heirs, 


*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  282. 
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or  any  in,  by,  or  under  them,  or  any  of  them,  now 
have,  or  ever  had,  one  penny  worth  of  any  such 
Estate,  sold  as  afores*^.  But  I  am  the  less  concern'd 
whatever  M''  Winthrop  has  or  shall  declare  before 
their  Lordships,  Sec".,  concluding  by  this  time  hath 
been  found  in  so  many  falsehoods  there,  as  well  as 
here,  that  as  his  tongue  will  be  counted  no  Slander, 
so  no  man  or  people  will  be  thought  the  worse  of  for 
his  reproaching  of  them.  And  indeed  many  of  his 
articles  against  this  Gov^'ment  will  appear  (by  the 
Evidences  we  have  sent)  to  be  untrue,  altho'  sign'd 
under  his  hand,  and  given  in  to  his  Most  Excellent 
Majesty  in  Councill. 

And  as  we  are  inform'd  that  a  lier  shall  not 
stand  in  the  presence  of  the  King,  so  I  am  persuaded 
the  King's  prime  ministers  will  take  no  delight  in 
any  such  person,  nor  in  hearing  their  Reflections,  and 
reproachfull  assertions,  and  accusations  cast  upon  others, 
but  will  rather  reflect  on  such  an  angry  countenance 
which  tends  to  drive  away  back  biters. 

I  can't  think  his  Majesty,  who  with  his  honourable 
predecessors,  have  excellently  shewn  their  tender  re- 
gards to  the  priviledges  of  all  under  their  dominions, 
will  suddenly  be  perswaded  so  much  as  to  entertain 
any  thought  of  taking  away  our  Charter  with  the 
priviledges  therein  given  us,  without  giving  of  us 
suitable  notice  to  answer  for  ourselves.  We  presume 
we  hAve  not  willingly  or  knowingly  forfeited  either 
his  Majesty's  Roy  all  favour,  or  our  Charter,  and  hope 
as  from  his  predecessors,  so  from  his  Majesty,  we  shall 
be  tenderly  regarded,  and  as  a  tender  branch  of  his 
Kingdom  acknowledged ;  and  so  far  as  it  -  is  planted, 
the  inhabitants  here  in  this  Colony  are  fil'd  with  as 
much  loyalty  to  his  Majesty,  and  zeal  for  their  Maj- 
esty's honour  and  grandeur,  even  to  the  last  of  their 
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posterity,  (which  I  pray  God  may  never  be  found  till 
sun  and  moon  be  no  more,)  as  any  people  in  his 
Majesty's  dominions. 

I  hope  speedily  after  the  Sessions  of  our  Gen^^ 
Assembly  to  let  you  hear  further,  and  am.  Sir,  with 
Due  Regards, 

your  hum^'^  serv*. 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Aprill  2&^,  A:  D:  1731. 

P.  S.  If  you  at  any  time  advance  any  money 
for  the  advantage  of  this  Gov^'ment,  you  may  de- 
pend upon  their  justice  and  hon'"  to  refund  you 
with  suitable  advance.  Desire  you'd  be  free  with  us 
in  letting  us  know  every  thing  of  that  nature. 

To  Francis  Wilks,   Esq^.,  London. 

RICHARD  CHRISTOPHERS  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

New  London,  June  23*^,  [Sic],  1731. 
S"":  This  comes  in  answer  to  your  Honour's  let- 
ter of  the  14*''  Instant,  which  I  have  before  me.  We 
are  now  at  work  constantly  upon  the  fort  wall,  with 
about  five  or  six  hands,  and  hope  to  have  the  wall  up 
this  sumer.  We  did  not  understand  that  it  was  ex- 
pected that  we  should  have  presented  our  acco^  to 
the  last  Assembly,*  but  if  we  had,  it  could  not  well 
have  been  done,  having  not  expended  the  money  we 
last  rec*^,  not  all  of  it.  However,  if  your  Hon""  desires 
us,  we  shall  as  soon  as  we  have  paid  out  all  the 
money  already  rec^,  render  our  acco*  of  our  doings 
to  your  Hon"",  or 'to  the  next  Assembly.  We  find  it 
very  difficult  to  get  stones,  which  makes  us  go  on 
slowly.  The  letter  from  the  Duke  of  Newcastle  your 
Hon'"   sent   me    by   M''   Green,   I    have   publisht   at   the 

*  Colonial  Records,  Vll.  208. 
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Beat  of  the  Drum,  and  now  send  it  back  to  your 
Hon^ 

And  now  as  to  the  Naval  Office.  As  soon  [as]  I 
rec"^  my  Comission  from  your  Hon"",*  I  waited  upon 
M"*  Shackmaple,  in  order  to  give  Bond,  according  to 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  he  told  me  that  he  expected 
the  Surveyour  Gen^^  would  come  in  a  very  short  time 
to  N.  Lond°,  and  that  he  was  the  person  appointed 
to  take  those  Bonds:  but  it  so  happened  that  he  never 
came,  and  is  since  dead,  and  M^  Shackmaple  being  also 
dec'^,  I  have  not  had  the  opportunity  to  give  any  oth' 
Bond  than  that  I  gave  your  Hon"",  but  am  always  ready 
to  do  it,  and  shall,  if  I  live  to  see  a  new  Surveyour 
Gen^\  or  a  Collector,  that  is  qualified  to  take  the  Bond. 

The  method  we  have  in  the  Naval  Office  of  keeping 
our  accots  of  Entries  and  Clearings  is  thus:  we  have 
two  books;  the  one,  Entries  Inwards,  and  the  oth"", 
Entries  Outward ;  and  when  a  Master  comes  to  enter, 
we  write  thus;  Entered  inwards  from  Barbados,  the 
Sloop  Lucretia,  Jonah  Gross,  Mast',  burthen  forty  tons, 
navigated  with  six  men,  &c.,  having  on  board,  &c. ;  then 
mention  the  Cargo,  and  the  Mast*"  signs  the  book  ;  and 
so  the  same  in  clearing,  which  the  Master  also  signs. 

And  for  the  bonds  that  are  taken  for  enumerated 
goods, f  I  have  a  book  of  them ;  the  bond  is  one  thou- 
sand pound  sterling,  which  is  printed,  and  all  in  Latin, 
the  Condition  is  in  English,  that  they  shall  carry  the 
said  goods  to  Great  Britain,  or  some  of  his  Maj*'^^ 
Plantations,  and  there  land  and  put  it  ashore,  and 
return    a    Certificate    in    eighteen    months,    under  the 


*  See  page  164. 

+  The  "enumerated  commodities"  were  "Sugar,  Tobacco,  Ginger,  Cot- 
ton Wooll,  Indigo,  Speckle  Wood,  or  Jamaica  Wood,  Fustick,  or  other 
Dyeing  Wood,  the  growth  of  the  West  India  Islands "  ;  and  they  were  for- 
bidden to  be  carried  into  any  other  country  or  place,  until  they  had  first 
been  unladen  and  put  ashore  in  some  port  or  haven  in  England  or  Wales.  — 
Act  for  the  Encouragement  of  Trade,  75  Car.  II.  Cap.  7. 
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hand  of  the  principal  Officer  of  the  Customs,  to  the 
Gov,  or  person  appointed  by  him,  which  is  the 
Naval  Officer,  and  then  the  bond  is  cancelled  by  tear- 
ing off  the  names  and  seals.  I  think  the  books  are 
very  fairly  kept,  and  I  take  care  to  make  every  one 
enter  and  clear  in  the  Naval  Office,  except  some 
small  craft  that  escape  me,  and  some  of  them  bring 
in  Rum,  and  to  avoid  paying  the  duty  they  don't 
come  to  the  Naval  Office,  but  M'  Shackmaple  en- 
deavours to  oblige  them  to  come  and  -  enter,  as  they 
ought  to  do. 

As  to  M""  Smith's  Sloop,  your  Honour  mentions, 
she  took  aboard  only  lumber,  and  cleared  for  Cape 
Britton,  as  most  of  the  vessels  bound  to  Ireland  do, 
tho  of  late  they  clear  for  Great  Britain.  There  is 
none  of  those  vessels  evej*  take  aboard  any  of  the 
enumerated  commodities,  for  they  cannot  be  carried 
to  Ireland,  or  at  least,  if  they  do  take  them  aboard, 
they  do   it  very  privately,  and  never  enter  them. 

If  your  Hon"*  will  please  to  write  me  word,  and 
desire  it,  I  will  give  you  an  acco*  of  all  the  vessels 
that  have  cleared,  in  the  Naval  Office,  for  Europe, 
since  I  kept  it.  I  think  there  has  none  cleared  out 
for  England,  only  Ireland  and  Lisbon,  so  that  I  have 
no  bonds  for  any  vessels  that  have  sailed  for  Europe. 

I  shall  be  always  ready  to  aid  and  assist  the 
Collector  in  any  thing  that  is  within  my  power,  and 
shall  take  care  my  self  that  the  Acts  of  Trade  are 
observed  and  kept  as  far  as  I  am  able. 

I  shall  not  trouble  your  Hon""  with  anything 
more  at  present,  but  conclude  with  mine  and  my 
wive's  most  Humble  Service  to  your  Hon^  Mad"^ 
Talcott,   and   Daughters,   and   am 

Yo"-  Hon'"^  most  obliged   Hum^'"   Serv*, 

RICH^'  CHRISTOPHERS. 
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GOVERNOR    TALCOTT    TO    THE    DUKE    OF    NEWCASTLE. 

Sir :     May  it  please  Your  Grace  : 

'  These  come  to  acquaint  you  that  I  received  the 
honour  of  his  Majes*^'^  Commands,  under  your  Ex- 
cellency's hand  of  25*^  Sept^  relating  to  the  repeated 
complaints  that  the  trade  of  his  subjects  in  the  West 
Indies,  and  elsewhere  in  America,  suffered  much  dam- 
age and  molestation  from  Piratical  vessels,  especially 
from  vessels  fitted  out  from  the  Spanish  Islands  in 
the  West  Indies,  notwithstanding  the  peace  subsisting 
between  the  two  Nations,  &c. :  together  with  his  Maj- 
es*y^  being  determined  to  use  all  -possible  means  that 
may  most  effectually  put  a  stop  to  such  violence  for 
the  future,  and  to  protect  his  subjects  in  their  lawful 
trade,  &c. 

The  which  I  have,  pursuant  to  your  order,  publish* 
before  the  General  Assembly  of  this  his  Majesty's 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  and  at  the  port  at  Newlondon, 
the  only  port  allow'd  and  used  for  entering  and  clear- 
ing of  -all  shipping  in  this  Gov'*ment. 

Shall  take  due  care  in  the  execution  of  all  and 
every  part  of  his  Majesty's  Command,  therein  to  me 
given,  and  at  all  times  with  delight  and  cheerfulness. 
In  obedience  to  your  Commands,  so  now  I  make  the 
first  return  to  Your  Grace,  an  account  of  my  proceed- 
ings thereupon,  so  far  as  I  may,  and  am,  Most  Excel- 
lent Sir, 

Your  Grace's  Most  hum^^  most  obed*  Servant, 

JOSEPH  TALCOTT. 
June  29*^,  1731. 

To  the  Most  Excellent  Holles,  Duke  of  Newcastle, 
and  one  of  his  Majesties  Principal  Secretaries  of 
State. 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  FRANCIS  WILKS. 
Sir:  Having  now  rec"^  yours  of  the  12*^  of 
March  last,  with  the  Report  of  the  Right  Hon^^^  the 
Lords  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and  M'  Winthrop's 
Memoriall,  have  laid  them  before  our  Gen^^  Assembly  in 
May  last;  and  by  the  Report  find  as  in  your  last,  that 
the  Lords  of  Trade  recommend  it  with  equal  force 
that  the  Colony  should  have  a  new  Charter,  and  be  put 
on  the  footing  the  people  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay 
now  are,  as  they  do  the  matter  of  Relief  in  the  arti- 
cles petitioned  for,  and  likely  that  no  relief  will  be 
afforded  if  carried  -into  Parliament.  I  am  therefore 
desired  by  our  Assembly  to  let  you  know  that,  altho* 
as  their  Lordships  say,  the  annulling  the  act  for  divid- 
ing the  lands  of  intestates  must  and  will  be  attended 
with  great  confusion  amongst  our  people,  yet  if  we 
cannot  have  relief  in  that  grievance  without  foregoing 
our  present  Charter,  &c.,  we  are  not  willing  for  the 
sake  of  the  former  to  submit  to  the  latter,  nor  to  haz- 
ard the  Charter  by  bringing  it  into  Parliament  on  such 
a  footing,  and  our  Assembly  are  well  satisfied  with 
your  prudent  conduct  in  not  proceeding  without  our 
further  instructions  in  so  hazardous  a  case.  Under 
correction,  I  must  say,  it  seems  strange  to  observe 
their  Lordships'  remarks,  that  the  Colony  of  Connecti- 
cut affect  an  Entire  Independency  on  the  Crown  of 
Great  Britton,  in  that  they  have  not  for  some  years 
transmitted  their  Laws,  for  his  Majesty's  consideration, 
when  it  is,  if  I  mistake  not,  acknowledged  by  the 
King's  Atterney  Gen^^,  that  our  Charter  doth  neither 
oblige  nor  direct  us  to  it. 

They  further  say,  their  Gov"",  whom  they  have  a 
Right  to  Choose  by  their  Charter,  ought  always  to  be 
approved  by  the  King,  but  no  presentation  is  ever 
made    by    them    for    that    purpose.      We    are,    by    our 
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Charter,  obliged  to  Choose  our  Gov'',  &c.,  and  if  he 
might  not  enter  into  the  administration  until  presented 
to  his  Majesty  for  acceptance,  and  the  people  here 
acquainted  therewith,  its  possible  we  should  have  no 
return  in  the  year,  but  probable  there  would  not  be 
any  in  less  than  6  months ;  and  suppose  then  not 
to  his  Majesty's  acceptance,  must  we  then  proceed  to 
Choice  anew,  seems  contrary  to  his  Majesty's  Interest, 
(as  well  as  the  interest  of  his  subjects  here,)  that  they 
should  be  without  a  Gov'",  at  least  half  their  time, 
and  contrary  to  the  noble  intention  of  the  Royall 
Grantor,  who  hath  declared  in  the  Charter,  that  he  had 
appointed  the  Gov"",  and  Legislature,  in  this  Colony 
for  the  ruling,  directing,  and  disposing  of  all  matters 
and  things,  whereby  our  said  people,  inhabitants  there, 
may  be  so  religiously,  peaceably,  and  civilly  governed, 
&c.  And  how  shall  the  Governours,  being  out  of  his 
administration,  or  without  power  to  act,  at  least  one 
half  of  his  time,  tend  to  the  well  ruling  and  directing, 
&c.,  as  afores*^,  (which  he  must  be  if  not  allowed 
until  presentation  to  his  Majesty,  and  his  acceptance 
and  return  be  manifested  here.) 

They  further  observe,  and  tho'  required  by  bond 
to  observe  the  Laws  of  Trade  and  Navigation,  never 
comply  therewith,  so  that  we  have  reason  to  believe 
they  do  carry  on  illegal  commerce  with  impunity. 
I  have  not  observed  any  Comand  by  Statute,  in  the 
book  of  rates,  nor  from  any  of  his  Majesty's  Instruc- 
tions, to  the  Gov*",  to  give  bond,  yet  I  am  in  a  sense 
always  under  bond,  inasmuch  as  by  Statute  the  Gov"" 
is  answerable  for  any  the  offences,  neglects,  or  mis- 
demeanors of  the  naval  office,  or  officers,  by  them 
appointed  to  officiate  in  said  office,  except  s'^  officer 
hath  been  allowed  by  the  Commissioners  in  London, 
30 
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and  become  bound  to  them  as  the  Law  in  that  behalf 
requires. 

But  the  Hon'ble  the  Lords  of  the  Board  of  Trade 
have  confin'd  this  Colony  into  so  narrow  a  compass 
of  trade,  that  all  our  shipping,  trading  to  and  from 
this  Colony,  are  obliged  to  Register,  Enter  and  Clear, 
give  bond  only  at  the  port  of  New  London,  and  his 
Majesty's  Collector  Gen^'  of  his  Majesty's  Colony  of 
Connecticut  is  always  residing  there.  It  seems  strange 
there  should  be  a  jealousy  of  our  carrying  on  an 
illegal  trade,  and  I  verily  believe  if  their  Lordships 
knew  how  little  trade  was  carried  on  from  this  Colony 
to  Europe,  or  elsewhere  abroad,  they  would  not  think 
it  possible  for  us  to  rob  his  Majesty,  or  officers,  much 
of  their  dues  by  illegal  commerce.  Indeed,  our  living 
here  is  by  subduing  and  tilling  the  earth,  and  we 
send  the  fruits  of  our  labour  to  our  neighboring  Prov- 
inces, for  cloathing,  nails,  glass,  &c. 

As  to  the  stroak  in  M''  Winthrop's  Memorial,  viz  : 
that  since  it  is  in  the  power  of  every  British  subject 
to  dispose  of  his  estate  by  his  will,  and  they  may 
therein  distribute  it  to  their  younger  children  as  they 
please, — will  sufficiently  answer  the  purposes  in  the 
petition,  is  a  great  mistake,  for  our  people  being  all 
along  under  the  apprehension  that  our  antient  Custom 
and  Law  was  good,  and  would  have  had  its  force  and 
effect  in  distributing  their  estates  amongst  their  chil- 
dren, accordingly  died,  and  made  no  wills,  so  that  the 
law  being  declared  null,  the  very  real  will  of  such  per- 
son is  also  made  void,  and  there's  no  remedy  in  the 
case,  whereby  such  children  shall  have  a  recompence 
for  their  labour,  or  find  any  way  for  a  living,  our  peo- 
ple being  most  of  them  brought  up  in  husbandry,  but 
few  mechanicks,  and  but  very  little  personal  estate  for 
them. 
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And  the  Request  is  the  United  Request  of  the 
Colony,  and  its  M'  Winthrop's  mistake  that  there  has 
been  such  groanings  under  the  administration  of  the 
Court  of  Probates,  &c.  And  I  question  whether  theres 
a  people  in  any  one  Colony  or  Province,  in  his  Maj- 
esty's dominions,  more  generall  satisfied  and  contented 
with  the  administration  amongst  them.  And  altho'  I  shall 
say  nothing  as  to  M""  Winthrop's  boasting  of  his  being 
the  Principal  Inhabitant  in  this  Colony,  yet  he  most 
surely  is  alone  in  suggesting  that  he  is  so  highly  in- 
terested in  its  welfare  and  preservation,  when  indeed 
the  far  greatest  part  of  our  people  do  (as  well  they 
may)  look  upon  him  to  be  seeking  their  hurt  and 
destruction.  As  to  his  last,  that  since  his  Majesty's 
Order  in  Council,  of  15  Feb"",  1727,  that  we  have  hith- 
erto  obstinately  refused  to  comply  with  the  same,  is 
untrue,  for  our  Assembly  ordered  a  return  of  his  land, 
sold  to  pay  his  just  debt,  and  put  all  things  relating 
to  M""  Winthrop,  according  to  his  Majesty's  Order  in 
Council,  as  soon  as  they  met,  and  we  have  since  not 
proceeded  to  distribute  any  real  estate,  tho'  many  or- 
phans and  fatherless  children  groan  under  it,  and  the 
whole  Gov'^ment,  with  all  possible  submission  and 
patience,  have  been  waiting,  as  in  hope  of  a  gracious 
answer  from  the  Crown,  tho'  * 

[Cetera  desunt.'] 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  JOHN  SHACKMAPLE.f 

Hartford,  July  the  5*^,  A.D.  1731. 
To  John  Shackmaple,  Esq^ 

Sir:  You  having  been  employ'd  as  Collector  Gen- 
eral of  his  Majestys  Customs,  at  the  port  in  J^Jewlondon ; 

*  This  is  the  draft  of  the  letter  dated  June  29,  1731,  referred  to  by  Gov. 
Talcott  in  his  letter  of  Nov.  4,  1731.    See  page  248. 

+  John  Shackmaple,  Sen'.,  an  Englishman,  was  appointed  surveyor  and 
searcher  for  Connecticut,  Oct.  i,  1707,  by  Robert  Quarry,  Surveyor-General. 
He  was  confirmed  in  office  by  a  new  commission  from  the  Commissioners 
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pursuant  to  the  request  of  the  Gen^^men  Comission" 
of  the  Customs  in  London,  as  on  the  other  side  this 
sheet:*  you  are  ordered  and  directed  to  deliver  all 
the  Books,  Acc*^  papers,  and  other  matters,  and  things, 
(in  your  hands),  whatsoever,  relating  to  the  said  Col- 
lection, into  the  hands  of  Joseph  Hull,  the  bearer, 
who  is  now  Commissionated  Collector,  in  the  port  at 
Newlondon. 

Given    under    my    hand,    at    Hartford,   the  day  of 
the  above  Date. 

J.  TALCOTT,  Gov\ 

GOV.   TALCOTT'S   CERTIFICATE  THAT  JOSEPH   HULLf 
TOOK  THE   OATH  AS   COLLECTOR. 

Joseph  Talcott  Esq""  Cap*  Generall  and  Governour  in 
Chief  in  and  over  his  Majestys  English  Colony  of 
Connecticut  in  New  England  in  America. 
To  all  to  whom  it  may  Concern  : 

I  doe  hereby  Certifie  that  this  day  Joseph  Hull, 
Esq'",  Collector  of  his  Majesty's  Customs,  at  the  Port  in 
New  london,  in  the  Colony  afores*^,  appeared  before  me 
and  took  the  oaths  appointed  by  Law,  for  all  his  Maj- 
estys officers:  as  allso  an  oath  for  the  due  performance 
of  his  office  as  Collector,  &c. 

Given  under  my  hand  at   Hartford  in  s'^  Colony; 

of  the  Customs,  dated  May  3,  1718,  as  "Collector,  Surveyor,  and  Searcher  of 
all  the  Rates,  Duties  and  Impositions,  arising  and  growing  Due  to  his  Majestie 
in  the  Colony  of  Connecticott,  Fisher's  and  Gardiner's  Islands,  and  the  East 
End  of  Long  Island."  The  office  of  collector  was  separated  from  that  of 
surveyor  and  searcher,  and  the  appointment  was  given  to  John  Shackmaple, 
Jun',  Nov.  18,  1728,  by  James  Stevens,  Surveyor  General.  The  elder  Shack- 
maple is  supposed  to  have  died  about  1730.  (See  Richard  Christopher's 
letter,  June  23,  1731.)  John  Shackmaple,  the  younger,  died  in  New  London  in 
I743»  aged  3S'  — Conn.  Archives;  Trade  and  Maritime  Affairs,  I.  5J>,  80,  g8. 
New  London  Repository,  Oct.  18,  j86o.  Miss  Caulkins'  History  of  New 
London,  2jq. 

*  See  page  223. 

+  Joseph  Hull  was  still  collector  in  1761,  and  held  the  position  during 
the  affair  of  the  Spanish  snow,  in  Governor  Wolcott's  \Sxn.Q.  —  Miss  Caul- 
kins'  History  of  New  London,  46 j,  47 y. 
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this  fifth  day  of  July,  one  thousand  seven  hundred 
thirty  &  one,  In  the  fifth  year  of  his  Majesties  Reigne, 
&c. 

J.  TALCOTT. 

Allso  at  the  same  time  was  Executed  the  inclosed 
bond,  before  myself,  and  Joseph  Backus,  Esq'",  high 
Sherif  of  the   County  of   Hartford. 

And  on  the  same  day  I  gave  orders  in  wrighting, 
under  my  hand,  to  M'"  John  Shackmaple,  present  Col- 
lector at  the  port  in  Newlondon ;  to  deliver  into  the 
hands  and  possession  of  the  s'^  Joseph  Hull,  Esq"",  above 
mentioned,  all  the  books,  acc*^  papers,  and  all  other 
Matters,  and  things,  whatsoever,  Relating  to  the  s^ 
Collection ; 

and  with  a  sincere  desier  to  Serve  his  Majesties  Inter- 
est, in  the  Strict  Observation  of  the  acts  provided  to 
prevent  frauds,  and  Regulate  abuses,  in  the  Plantation 
Trade,  &c.,  I   am 

Gent' men 

your  most 

hum^'  obed' 
Servant 

J.  TALCOTT. 
P.  S.    Yours  of  the  24  March 
ultimo  Rec*^  this  day. 

[Indorsed]  Copy  of  what  I  did  Relating  to  M""  Hull, 
Colector,  Sent  to  the  Gen"  men  of  the  Custom, 
London.     July  5*^,  1731. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  GOVERNOR  BELCHER  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Sir:  With  gratitude  I  rec^  the  favor  of  your  kind 
letter  of  June  ul*  28*^  day.  One  passage  of  which  puts 
me   in   mind    of   the   words    of   that   great    King   (who 
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said)  I  had  fainted  in  my  affliction  had  I  not  thought 
on   or  hopt   in   thy  word,   &c. 

Sir,  our  Assembly  have  granted  to  Francis  Wilks, 
Esq"",  as  his  Salary,  the  same  that  we  used  to  give 
to  M'"  Dumer,  which  is  looib  -New  England  money, 
and  for  his  past  Extra  Service  50ft),  in  the  whole 
150Tb,  which  I  now  send  to  your  self  for  his  use,  as  I 
have  now  wrote  him  word,  and  being  under  uncer- 
tainty what  his  trouble  may  have  been,  or  what  money 
your  self  left  in  his  hand,  under  this  uncertainty  have 
sent  him  as  above,  and  further  have  let  him  under- 
stand that  what  he  shall  do,  or  disburse  for  us  upon 
extraordinary  occasions,  his  acc*^  thereof  will  be  rec*^ 
here  with  honour,  and  paid  to  his  order. 

I  have  received  and  dispersed  the  gloves  sent  p*" 
Agent  Wilks,  and  have  to  him  acknowledged  with 
gratitude  that  unexpected  favor  from  one  at  so  great  a 
distance,  &c. 

My  last  packet  from  Great  Britain  was,  the  ques- 
tion in  a  point  of  law,  resolved  by  the  King's  Atturney 
and  Solicitor  Gen^\  (viz.,)  whether  fines  and  recov- 
eries, levied  in  England,  will  cut  off  the  intail  of  lands, 
lying  in  the  Plantations,  and  answered,  that  no  fine 
levyed,  or  recovery  suffer'd  in  England,  of  lands  lying 
in  the  Plantations,  can  bar  the  intail  of  such  lands, 
unless  the  particular  laws  or  acts  of  the  Assemblys  of 
the  Plantations,  where  such  lands  lie,  have  provided  in 
the  same  behalf,  &c,  and  that  the  force  of  such  fines, 
&c.,  depends  upon  the  laws  or  acts  of  the  Assemblys, 
and  must  be  regulated  by  them. 

This,  together  with  a  duplicate  from  our  Agent,  of 
his  of  Feb.  12*^,  came  to  Boston,  so  along  to  Fairefield, 
then  back  to  me;  both  of  which  I  have  great  cause  to 
suspect,  had  been  opened  and  closed  again,  before  they 
came    to   my  hand,   and    I    doubt   by    our   adversaries, 
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but  can't  learn  by  whom.  Must  therefore  intreat 
the  favor  of  your  Excellency,  since  M*"  Lewiss  is  still 
wholly  silent,  to  do  me  the  honor,  as  oft  as  it  may  lie 
in  your  way  and  power,  to  take  some  care  of  our 
packets  that  come  from  Great  Britain  to  Boston.  I 
am  asham'd.  Sir,  thus  to  trouble  you,  but  that  as  is 
said  by  our  great  Lord  and  Master,  let  him  that 
would  be  greatest,  be  Servant  to  all ;  so  let  us  serve 
our  generation  in  all  things  whereunto  we  are  called, 
or  wherein  we  can  do  good  to  our  fellow  men.  I  am, 
Sir,  with  greatest  cheerfulness. 

Your  greatly  obliged  Most  hum^^  obed*  Serv*, 

J.   TALCOTT. 
July  6"^",    1731. 

RIP  VAN  DAM*  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

New  York,  18*^  Sept.,  1731. 
Hon^^^  Sir :  Having  this  week  received  by  a  Vessell 
from  London  severall  Pacquetts  from  Whitehall,  and 
there  inclosed  one  for  yo""  Hon"",  with  directions  to  trans- 
mit the  same  to  you,  as  I  do  by  these  presents.  But 
I  must  acquaint  you  and  at  the  same  time   begg  yo"" 


*  Rip  Van  Dam  was  born  in  Albany,  about  1662 ;  he  became  a  promi- 
nent merchant  in  the  West  India  trade,  but  engaged  in  politics  in  1699, 
entered  the  Assembly,  and  became  a  leader  of  the  opposition.  Lord  Comr 
bury  appointed  him  a  Councillor  in  1702.  He  continued  in  the  Council  for 
more  than  thirty  years,  and  as  its  senior  member  and  president  assumed 
the  administration,  and  acted  as  Governor,  from  the  death  of  Governor 
Montgomerie  on  July  i,  1731,  until  the  arrival  of  his  successor,  Aug.  i,  1732. 
He  and  Gov.  Cosby  had  a  quarrel  over  the  amount  of  the  salary  which 
each  should  retain,  and  the  dispute  was  never  settled.  On  his  death-bed 
Gov.  Cosby  secretly  suspended  Van  Dam  from  office,  in  order  to  prevent 
his  succession  again  to  the  direction  of  the  government.  George  Clarke, 
who  was  next  in  length  of  service,  was  sworn  in,  but  Van  Dam  claimed 
the  office,  and  was  sustained  by  the  Chief  Justice,  until  the  arrival  of  dis- 
patches from  England,  addressed  to  Clarke,  put  an  end  to  tfie  controversy. 
He  died  in  New  York,  Dec.  10,  1749. —  Docuiiients  Relating  to  the  Colonial 
History  of  New  York,  VI.  i^j.  Appleton's  Cychpcedia  of  American  Biogra- 
phy, VI.  2jg.  Smith's  History  of  the  Province  of  New  York,  Continuation, 
1762,  Chap.  I. 
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Hon'"'  Pardon,  that  being  very  busie  in  opening  the 
Pacquetts  I  received,  I  had  the  misfortune  to  open  that 
which  was  directed  unto  you,  for  which  I  am  very 
sorry,  but  the  matter  being  past  remedy,  and  no  In- 
con  veniency  can  thereby  happen  to  your  Honour,  I 
flatter  myself  yo'  Hon'  will  pardon  my  mistake. 

I  am  further  directed  to  send  to  the  Court  ,as 
compleat  a  List  and  Set  of  the  Laws  of  yo'  Colony,  as 
can  be  had,  but  not  finding  them  in  Print  here,  I  ad- 
dress myself  unto  yo''  Hono"",  to  send  me  as  com- 
pleat a  Set  thereof  as  possible,  with  all  Expedition,  the 
charge  whereof  shall  be  reimbursed  to  yo''  order  here, 
that  so  I  may  comply  with  the  directions  sent  me."^ 

I     am,     Hofible     Sir,     yo'     Hono'''    most     humble 
Servant, 

RIP:  VAN  DAM. 

The  Gov^  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

FRANCIS  WILKS  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

London,  9*^  October,  1731. 
Hon^^^  Sir:  I  am  now  to  acknowledge  the  receipt 
of  yours,  dated  June  29*^.  I  have  several  times  read 
it  over,  and  think  it  a  very  judicious  letter,  full  of  un- 
answerable Arguments,  and  as  occasion  offers  I  shall 
make  the  best  use  of  it  I  am  capable.  I  am  glad 
to  find  my  Conduct  in  not  proceeding  was  approved  of 
by  the  Assembly.  I  have  taken  the  best  advice  I 
can  concerning  the  draft  of  an  Actf  you  sent  me  for 
settling  Intestate  Estates  in  the  Colony.  The  form  you 
sent  is  judged  by  no  means  advisable   to  be   pass'd,  or 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  354.  Documents  Relating  to  the  Colonial  His- 
tory of  New  York,  V.  925,  931. 

+  A  draft  of  this  proposed  Act  may  be  found  in  the  Connecticut  Ar- 
chives, Foreign  Correspondence,  II.  146.     (See  Appendix.) 
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indeed  to  enact  any  thing  at  present,  touching  the 
course  of  Descents  as  to  Real  Estates.  The  Reasons 
are  viz :  — 

i^'.  For  that  while  a  Petition  from  the  Colony  is 
depending  before  his  Majesty,  touching  this  matter, 
and  that  undetermined,  for  the  Colony  to  attempt  to 
make  any  new  Regulation  by  Act  of  their  own,  touch- 
ing the  descent  of  lands,  might  be  construed  to  be  a 
contempt  of  his  Majesty  and  his  Councill. 

2^.  For  that  the  course  of  descents  of  lands  in 
England  is  not  governed  by  any  Act  of  Parliament, 
but  by  the  Comon  Law  of  the  Realm ;  and  that  which 
induced  their  Lordships  to  annull  the  Intestate  Law 
was  an  opinion  their  Lordships  were  of,  that  the  Gov*^ 
and  Company  of  Connecticutt  had  no  Power  to  alter 
the  Course  of  Descents,  as  to  Real  Estate,  from  that 
which  was  fixed  by  the  Comon  Law  of  the  Land. 

But  if  it  was  advisable  to  pass  an  Act  to  settle  and 
fix  the  Course  of  Descents  as  to  Real  Estates,  yet  that 
sent  over  is  by  no  means  a  proper  one,  in  regard  it 
is  liable  to  the  very  same  Objections  with  the  Intestate 
Law  which  his  Majesty  annulled.  For  his  Majesty  did 
not  repeal  the  Intestate  Law  merely  because  it  let  the 
Female  Issue  in  to  inherit  equally  with  the  Male 
Issue,  (save  as  to  the  Eldest  having  a  double  Por- 
tion,) but  because  it  departed  from  that  Course  of 
Descents,  as  to  Real  Estate,  which  is  governed  by  the 
Comon  Law  of  the  Realm,  and  this  form  of  an  Act 
sent  is  liable  to  the  same  Objections,  and  is  as  much 
in  the  Teeth  of  our  Common  Law  as  that  which  is 
annulled:  for  this  only  excludes  the  Female  Issue, 
but  lets  in  the  Younger  Sons  to  inherit  with  the 
Eldest  Son,  as  Co-heirs;  Whereas  by  the  Common 
Law  of  England,  the  Eldest  Son  inherits  the  Real 
31 
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Estate  of  his  Father,  (if  not  otherwise  disposed  of 
by  the  Father  in  his  life  time,)  as  sole  heir  to  his 
Father,  let  there  be  ever  so  many  Younger  Brothers ; 
and  therefore  its  very  clear  that  should  this  form 
sent  over  be  passed  into  an  Act,  it  would  directly 
contradict  the  reason  upon  which  his  Majesty  and 
his  Councill  went,  when  they  annulled  the  Intestate 
Law. 

But  as  the  King  and  his  Councill,  when  they 
annulled  the  Intestate  Law,  had  only  a  regard  in  so 
doing,  to  the  settlement  thereby  made  of  Real  Estates, 
and  did  not  take  that  part  of  the  Act  at  all  into  con- 
sideration, relating  to  the  Distribution  of  the  Personal 
Estates  of  Intestates,  and  as  it  don't  appear  any  hold- 
ing Objection  can  be  made  to  the  Distribution,  which 
was  thereby  enacted  to  be  made,  of  the  Personal 
Estates  of  such  who  died  Intestate,  so  its  conceiv'd 
the  Gov''  and  Company  of  Connecticutt  may  be  very 
properly  advised  to  pass  a  new  Act,  to  govern  the 
Distribution  of  the  Personal  Estates  of  Intestates, 
agreeable  to  the  method  laid  down  in  the  Intestate 
Law  annulled,  and  that  the  inclosed  may  be  a  proper 
Preamble   to   such   new  law. 

I  thank  the  Assembly  for  what  they  have  been 
pleas'd  to  vote  me,  and  as  you  desire  to  know  where 
you  shall  make  any  Payments  of  Money  order'd  me  by 
the  Govemm*,  I  desire  when  you  have  any  Money 
for  me,  you'l  put  it  into  the  hands  of  any  Friend  of 
yours  in  Boston,  that  you  can  depend  on  will  be 
punctual,  and  watch  for  the  first  Opportunity  to  remit 
me  the  same,  by  a  Bill  of  Exchange,  or  Silver  and 
Gold.  I  wou'd  not  choose  to  have  it  mixt  in  ac- 
counts with  any  that  I  have  dealings  with  at  Boston. 
Govern''   Belcher  left  with   me  all  the    Papers  he  had, 
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relating  to  the  affairs  of  the  Colony,  with  some  direc- 
tions concerning  them,  but  left  me  no  Money  or  any 
direction  about  Money.  I  observe  you  have  paid  into 
Gov/  Belcher's  hands,  ;^5o  N.  E.  money,  for  the 
Charges  I  have  been  at,  not  knowing  what  it  might 
come  to.  I  am  apprehensive  the  Charge  is  greater 
than  the  Assembly  expects.  All  Applications  to  the 
King  and  Councill,  and  Board  of  Trade,  is  vastly 
Expensive.  I  have  inclosed  you  M""  John  Sharp,  the 
Solicitor's  Bill,  amounting  to  ;^3o:  4:  10,  and  ;^ii:  1:0,  the 
Charges  due  upon  a  former  Bill  he  deliver'd  Gov.'' 
Belcher.  You  have  also  the  acco*  of  the  Councill 
Office  Fees,  amounting  to  £^:  5:  10,  all  which  I  am 
to  pay  on  the  Colony's  Account.  I  hope  there  wont* 
be  occasion  for  a  farther  Application  on  the  same  Ac- 
count, as  its  attended  with  so  great  Expence.  I  have 
taken  no  notice  of  many  small  Charges  and  Expences 
I  have  been  at,  while  the  affair  was  depending.  I 
hope  the  Government  will  think  the  properest  way 
to  reimburse  me  what  money  I  advance  for  the 
Colony's  Account  here,  to  order  it  to  be  done  by  Bill 
of  Exchange,  or  something  that  shall  produce  the 
same  Sum  in  Sterling  that  I  am  in  advance.  As 
any  thing  farther  offers  I  shall  by  all  Opportunitys 
inform  you,  and  you  may  depend  I  shall  be  always 
carefull  to  improve  every  Opportunity  of  removing 
that  groundless  Notion  and  Prejudice,  many  of  our 
Gent:  in  Post  have  conceived,  concerning  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut.  I  am  with  the  greatest  Submission 
and    Respect,    Hon"^    Sir, 

Yo''   most   ffaithfull    Hum.    Serv^ 

ERA.   WILKS. 

The   Hon^^^   Joseph   Talcott,  Esq^ 
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FRANCIS  WILKS'S  ACCOUNT  OF  DISBURSEMENTS 
INTESTATE  ESTATES  LAW. 


Francis  Wilks  Esq^  Agent  for 

Connecticutt  Colony  about  Intestate  Law. 

MiChas  [Micliaelmas(?)]   1730. 

Paid  Councill  to  peruse  L'ttle  Bill 

2. 

2. 

0. 

A[tte]nded  him  thereon  . 

0. 

6. 

8. 

Attending  at  Board  of  Trade  on 

Petition 

0. 

13. 

4. 

Like  attendance  when  referr'd  to 

M'  Fane         

0. 

13. 

4- 

To  M"-  Fane 

5. 

5- 

0. 

Attending  him  often 

0. 

13. 

4. 

Attending  Board  of  Trade  on  M'' 

Fane's  report  made 

0. 

13. 

4. 

Attending  Board  of  Trade  several! 

times,  speaking  to  matter  &  pro- 

curing their  report  to   Lords  of 

y*  Committee         .... 

I. 

6. 

8. 

1730-31 

. 

4  Janry 

Attending  Comee  on  report  bro*  in 

0. 

13. 

4. 

12 

Attending   Comee   when   M''  Win- 
throp  p[r]esented  Petition  against 

it 

0. 

13. 

4. 

23 

Like  attendance  on  Comee 

0. 

13. 

4- 

5  Feb7 

Attending  &  entring  motion  for  a 

day 

0. 

13. 

4- 

Porteridge  to  you     .        .        . 

0. 

0. 

8. 

6 

Attending  moving   .... 
Attending  getting  Copy  report  and 

0. 

13. 

4. 

Petition 

0. 

13. 

4. 

22 

Attending  Comee     .... 

0. 

13- 

4. 

24 

The  like    .        .        .        . 

0. 

13. 

4- 

3  March 

The  like 

For  drawing  Breat  [Breviat]  here- 

0. 

13- 

4. 

on  &  Copy    

3. 

3. 

0. 
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3  March     To  Councill  therewith     . 

5. 

5. 

0. 

Attending  him          .         .         .         . 

0. 

6. 

8. 

Attending  taking  out  Sumons 

0. 

13. 

4. 

Copy  &  Service 

0. 

3- 

4- 

Attending  Comee     . 

0. 

13- 

4- 

Porteridge  to  you     . 

0. 

I. 

0. 

Paid  fees  at  Comee 

I. 

II. 

6. 

Attending  Comee  when  ordered  tc 

► 

be  respited  till  cou'd  hear  from 

L 

ye  province    .... 

0. 

13. 

4. 

£ 

30: 

A' 

10. 

Remains  due  of  my  former  Bill  ) 
delivered  Gov^  Belcher     .       ) 

11: 

i: 

0. 

So  due  in  the  wholle       .    ;^    41:     5:  10. 

[Indorsed]     Connecticutt 
M'  Agent  Wilks  Acco* 
disbursem**  about  Intestate  Law. 

CONNECTICUTT. 

Copy  report  of  Board  of  Trade    ;^  i.     i.  o. 

Like  of  M'^  Winthrop's  Petition    .     i.  11.  6. 

2  Comee  orders         .        .        .        .     5.    o.  o. 

2  Sumons i.     6.  8. 

Messengers  fee         .        .        .        .     o.     6.  8. 

£    9-     5.  10 
[Indorsed]    Francis  Wilks  Esq.  Councill  office  ffees  as 
Agents  for  Connecticutt. 

RIP  VAN  DAM  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

New  York,  9^^, Oct.,  1731. 
Honble  Sir:     Having  lately  Received   an   Informa- 
tion of    the    Commission"    for    the    Indian    Affairs    at 
Albany  of   the  encroachments  the   French  are  making 
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on  the  Fronteers,*  I  caused  the  same  to  be  laid  before 
the  Generall  Assembly,  at  their  last  Sessions,  who 
thereupon  have  addrest  me  not  only  to  present  the 
same  to  the  Court  of  Great  Brittain,  but  also  to  the 
Governo"  of  Connecticut,  the  Massachusetts,  and  Penn- 
silvania,  inasmuch  the  aforesaid  attempts  may  effect 
them  likewise. 

I  have,  therefore,  thought  fit  to  send  the  enclosed 
Papers,  being  Copies  thereof,  and  the  votes  of  our 
Assembly,  to  yo''  Hono"",  to  the  end  you  may  know 
the  designs  of  the  French,  which  if  a  Rupture  (which 
God  forbidd)  should  happen  between  his  Majestic  of 
Great  Brittain,  and  the  French  King,  would  be  of  a 
very  pernicious  consequence  to  all  the  Northern  Gov- 
ernm*^  on  the  Continent,  and  that  yo'"  Hono''  may 
take  proper  means  for  the  defence  of  his  Majesties 
Subjects,  and  as  well  as  myself,  lay  this  matter  before 
his  Majestic,  and  beg  his  Royall  directions  for  our 
behaviour  on  this  occasion.  I  am,  with  Respect, 
Honble    Sir, 

Yo''    Hono'"*'   most    obed*   humble  Servant, 

RIP:    VAN    DAM. 
To  His  Hono'  the  Gov'  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

(Copy)  [Inclosure    i.] 

Att  a   meeting   of    the    Commiss"   for   the    Indian 
affaires  at  Albany,   Sept.   25"^    1731. 
Present 
Evert  Bancker. 
Rutger  Bleecker. 
Stephanus  Groesbeek. 
Johannis   Cuyler. 
Nicholas   Bleecker. 
Dirk   Ten   Broeck. 
Evert   Wendel. 
Johannis   Lansingh. 

*  Documents  Relating  to  the  Colonial  History  of  New  York,  V.  928,  933. 
Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  America,  V.  487.  New  York  Assembly 
Journal,  I.  632. 
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Mess"  Johannis  Evertse  Weiidel  and  Isaac  Kip 
being  yesterday  arrived  from  Canada  —  This  board 
having-  desired  to  Speak  with  them  they  do  say  that 
in  their  going  up  thither  they  found  the  French 
Employed  in  erecting  a  Fort  at  the  Crown  Point,  on 
the  South  end  of  Corlaar's  Lake,"^  near  the  Carrying 
Place  above  Sarahtogue,+  in  which  work  there  was 
Eighty  odd  men  Concerned,  which  at  their  return 
they  found  Compleated  and  Inclosed  with  Stockadoes, 
and  likewise  they  have  finished  a  howse  of  Fourty 
Foot,  and  were  busy  to  erect  two  more  —  who  design 
to  Strengthen  the  same  by  enclosing  it  with  a  Stone 
Wall  next  Spring,  as  the  aforesaid  Gentlemen  were 
Credibly  Informed  in  Canada.  The  aforesaid  Mess" 
likewise  say  that  they  have  heard  that  the  French 
positively  design  to  go  up  next  Spring,  with  two 
hundred  men  to  Tiederondequatt,;}:  which  is  on  the 
South  side  of  Kaderachgue  Lake,j$  above  Oswego,  near 
the  Sineckes  ||  Country,  in  order  to  Stop  the  English 
trade   at   Oswego. 

They  say  also,  (as  they  are  informed,)  that  Jean 
Ceur^l  was  gone  out  to  bring  over  to  the  Interest 
of  the  French,  a  new  settlement  of  Indians  above 
Nagagera,**  who  have  been  in  Commerce  with  the 
Inhabitants   of  the   Province   of   Pennsilvania. 


*  Lake  Champlain,  Chamble,  Corlair,  or  Iroquois,  in  Henry  Popple's  Map 
of  the  British  Empire  in  America,  which  was  issued  in  London  under  the 
patronage  of  the  Lords  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  in  1732,  A  section  of  it  is 
given  in  the  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  America,  V.  486.  It  is  men- 
tioned as  "the  lake  where  Carler  was  drowned,"  in  New  York  Documents, 
III.  Si  7. 

+  Saratoga.        %  Irondequoit. 

§  "  Kadarague,  Cadarackuy,  or  Ontario  Lake."  See  map  in  History  oj 
the  Five  Indiatt  Nations  in  Canada,  by  Cadwallader  Golden.  Many  different 
spellings  are  given  in  the  General  Index  to  the  Documents  Relating  to 
the  Colonial  History  of  New    York.     See   VI.  12^. 

II  Senecas. 

lA  Romish  priest,  who  believed  in  rousing  the  Indian  hXood.  —  N'arra- 
tive  and  Critical  History  of  America,    V.  4go. 

**  Niagara, 
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I  In  closure    2.] 

(Copy)  Albany,  Sept.  2  5^'S  1731. 

May  it  please  yd^  Horw' 

Yo'"  favour  of  the  17^''  Instant  we  Received,  and 
have  delivered  yo'"  Letter  to  M'  Clement  to  M'  Har- 
manus  Wendel,  to  forward  the  same. 

By  the  Inclosed  minutes  yo""  Hono''  will  Perceive 
that  the  french  are  still  active  to  make  new  Fortifi- 
cations and  Strengthen  themselves  on  a  place  so  near 
to  our  Northern  Plantations,  that  it  puts  us  in  a 
great  Consternation,  Considering  the  defenceless  Con- 
dition Wee  are  in,  and  God  only  knows  what  the 
designs  of  these  our  vigilant  Enemies  may  turn  to, 
while  they  endeavour  to  Incroach  upon '  us  on  all 
Sides,  and  to  Interrupt  our  Trade,  so  that  Wee  hope 
the  Legislature  will  take  our  naked  Condition  into 
their  Consideration,  and  use  Such  measures  as  may 
bring  us  to  a  Posture  of  defence.  Wee  are  with 
great   Respect. 

Yo""  hono'"^  most  obed*^  humble  Servants. 

EVERT    BANCKER. 

RUTGER   BLEECKER. 

JOHANNES   ROOSEBOOM. 

STEVANUS   GROESBEECK. 

NICOLAS   BLEECKER. 

DIRK   TEN    BROECK. 

JOHANNES   LANSINGH. 

ABRAHAM    CUYLER. 

GOVERNOR   TALCOTT   TO    FRANCIS   WILKS. 

Sir :  I  sent  you  a  letter  dated  June  29^.!',  1731,  giv- 
ing, you  to  understand  that  I  had  received  yours  with 
the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  and  our  answers  to 
what  was  objected  against  us  in  respect  to  their  Lord- 
ships' supposition,  that  we  affected  an  independency 
on  the  Crown,  and  that  we  carried  on  an  illegal  trade, 
&c.,  and  also  an  account  of  the  money  ordered  for  your 
salary  and  past  services,  also  a  letter  of  the  same  date 
returning  thanks  to  you  for  the  favour  of  gloves  you 
sent.  These  went  in  Cap*  Cary,  who  sail'd  from  Bos- 
ton  the   first   week   in   July  u?.      In   the   last   week   in 
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August,  I  sent  Duplicates  of  the  same,  p""  Cap*  John 
Smith,  who  intended  his  voyage  to  Ireland,  from 
thence  to  London ;  since  which,  have  not  received  one 
line  from  you,  except  the  duplicate  of  yours  respect- 
ing the  Report  of  the  Lords  of  Trade,  which  duplicate 
was  dated  March  the   12*^,  1731. 

I  must  now  inform  you,  that  by  the  desire  of 
the  s*^  Lords  Commiss"  that  I  would  send  our  Laws 
to  them,  that  they  might  lay  the  state  of  the  Plant- 
ations before  the  next  Sessions  of  Parliament,  according 
to  the  Address  of  the  last  Parliament  to  his  Majesty, 
I  have  now  sent  them  to  you,  that  you  may  deliver 
them  to  their  Lordships,  with  the  letter  with  them 
inclosed. 

I  hope  youl  be  upon  your  watch  to  safeguard 
us  as  much  as  possible  from  any  Injury  and  Ruin 
by  any  acts,  &c.,  that  may  be  passing  in  Parliament, 
or  otherways.  Hope  youl  please  let  me  hear  often 
from  you,  which  will  oblige,  Sir,  your  most  hum^^  ob* 
serv', 

J.  TALCOTT. 

Hartford,  Novemb'  4*^,  1731. 

To  Francis  Wilks,  Esq'',  London. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  THE  BOARD  OF  TRADE. 

Right  Honourable :  By  your  favour  I  received  the 
opinion  of  his  Majesties  Attorney  and  Solicitor  Gen'^, 
upon  a  querie,  whether  fines  and  recoveries  past  in 
England,  can  cut  off  the  intails  lying  in  the  plant- 
ations, for  which  favour  I  desire  liberty  humbly  to 
acknowledge  your   Lordships  beneficence. 

Tis  a  pleasure  to  me  to  be  inform'd  by  M""  Pop- 
ple's letter  of  May  31^^  past,  that  your  Lordships  have 
received  my  letter  with  our  Answers  to  your  Queries;. 

32 
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and  I  am  concern 'd  that  the  Book  of  our  Laws  from 
Gov/  Saltonstall  came  not  safe  to  your  hands.  I  re- 
member I  heard  his  Honour  say  he  was  about  sending 
over  a  Sett  of  our  Laws,  but  whether  he  sent  them, 
or  whether  they  miscarried,  I  can't  tell. 

By  M^  Popple's  letter  of  June  lo*^  last,  he  in- 
forms me  that  your  Lordships  desire  that  I  should 
send  you  our  Laws,  that  affect  the  Trade,  Navigation, 
or  Manufactures  of  Great  Britton.  In  answer  where- 
unto,  and  that  I  may  as  much  as  in  me  lyes,  make 
good  Gov.'^  Saltonstall 's  promise,  I  have  herewith  sent 
you  the  whole  Sett  of  our  Laws,  by  which  your  Lord- 
ships will  see  that  our  Laws  do  not  incumber  the 
Commerce,  Navigation,  or  Trade  of  Great  Britton, 
although  by  reason  of  our  poverty,  and  want  of  a 
staple  commodity,  wherein  to  make  our  returns,  we 
are  not  able  to  manage  any  great  trade  directly  to 
Britton,  which  if  it  were  otherwise  with  us  we  should 
rejoice  to  do. 

Your  Lordships  will  be  best  inform 'd  of  the  reason, 
necessity,  and  usefulness  of  our  Laws,  by  considering 
the  State  and  Circumstances  of  our  Country,  so  very 
many  ways  differing  from  that  of  England. 

The  book  of  Laws  I  send  you  have  been  some 
time  out  of  the  press,  since  which  some  Laws  have 
been  altered,  and  some  repealed,  which  notwithstand- 
ing, I  am  forct  to  send  with  the  rest,  unless  I 
should  print  the  book  anew  for  this  purpose,  which 
I  fear  would  delay  the  time  beyond  your  Lordships' 
expectation. 

With  respect  to  our  manufactures,  and  publick 
transactions,  I  know  not  what  I  can  add  to  that  of 
my  answers  to  your  Queries,  those  things  being  now 
as  they  were  when  those  answers  were  made,   but  if 
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any  thing  further  shall  occur  worthy  your   Lordships' 
notice,  you  shall   not  want  the  intelligence  of  it  from 
Your  Lordships'   Most  hum^^% 

Most  obedient  Servant, 

J.    TALCOTT. 

Hartford,  Novemb'  4*^:   1731. 

To  the  Right  Hon^^   Lords  Commiss^^ 
of  Trade  &c.  London. 

INSTRUCTIONS    FROM   THE    KING. 

Additional  Instruction  to  Our  Trusty 
and  Welbeloved,  the  Governour  and 
Company  of  Our  Colony  of  Connecticut 
GEORGE  R.  in  America:  or  to  the  Governour  and 
Company  of  the  said  Colony  for  the 
time  being.  Given  at  Our  Court  at 
S*.  James's,  the  Tenth  Day  of  De- 
^  g  .  cember,  1731.  In  the  Fifth  Year  of 
Our  Reign. 

t&t^tVt^fiy  Acts  have  been  passed  in  some  of  Our 
Plantations  in  America,  for  laying  Duties  on  the  Im- 
portation and  Exportation  of  Negroes,  to  the  great 
discouragement  of  the  Merchants  trading  thither  from 
the  Coast  of  Africa,  and  whereas  Acts  have  likewise 
been  passed  for  laying  of  Duties  on  Felons  imported 
in  direct  opposition  to  an  Act  of  Parliament,  passed  in 
the  4*^  Year  of  Our  late  Royal  Father's  Reign  ;  /or  the 
further  preventing  Robbery^  Burglary  and  other  Felonies^ 
and  for  the  more  effectual  transportation  of  Felons;^    It 

*An  Act  for  preventing  robbery,  burglary,  and  other  felonies,  and  for 
the  more  effectual  transportation  of  felons,  and  unlawful  exporters  of 
wool.  The  preamble  states,  That  the  punishment  inflicted  by  the  laws 
now  in  force  against  the  offences  of  robbery,  larceny,  and  other  felonious 
taking  and  stealing  of  money  and  goods,  have  not  proved  effectual  to 
deter  wicked  men,  and  evil-disposed  persons  from  being  guilty  of  the 
said  crimes :  and  whereas  many  offenders  to  whom  royal  mercy  hath  been 
extended,  upon  Condition  of  transporting  themselves  to  the  West  Indies, 
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is  Our  Will  and  Pleasure  that  you  do  not  give  your 
Assent  to,  or  pass  any  Law  imposing  Duties  upon  Ne- 
groes imported  into  Our  Colony  of  Connecticut,  payable 
by  the  Importer,  or  upon  any  Slaves  exported,  that 
have  not  been  sold  in  Our  said  Colony,  and  continued 
there  for  the   space  of  twelve  Months. 

It  is  Our  further  Will  and  Pleasure,  that  you  do 
not  give  your  Assent  to,  or  pass  any  Act  whatsoever, 
for  imposing  Duties  on  the  Importation  of  any  Felons 
from  this  Kingdom  into  Our  said  Colony  of  Connecticut. 

G.   R. 

[Indorsed]  Additional  Instructions  to  the  Governor 
and  Company  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut.  Read 
at  the  Assembly,  May,   1732. 

have  often  neglected  to  perform  the  s"*  condition,  but  returned  to  their 
former  wickedness,  and  been  at  last  for  new  crimes  brought  to  a  shameful 
and  ignominious  death :  and  whereas  in  many  of  his  Majesty's  colonies 
and  plantations  in  America,  there  is  great  want  of  servants,  who  by  their 
labor  and  industry  might  be  the  means  of  improving  and  making  the  s** 
colonies  and  plantations  more  useful  to  this  nation ;  it  is  enacted  that 
Persons,  who  before  the  20^''  of  Jany^,  1717,  have  been  convicted  of 
offences  without  the  benefit  of  clergy,  and  also  such  as  shall  hereafter 
be  convicted,  except  receivers  and  buyers  of  stolen  goods ;  shall  be  sent 
to  the  plantations  for  7  years ;  the  Court  before  whom  convicted  to  con- 
tract for  their  transportation.  Persons  convicted  of  offences,  for  which 
they  are  to  be  excluded  the  benefit  of  clergy,  and  also  receivers  of  stolen 
goods,  may  be  transported  for  14  years,  and  the  persons  contracting  for 
their  transportation  shall  have  a  property  in  their  service.  Returning 
before  the  expiration  of  the  term  shall  be  punished  with  death.  Con- 
tractors to  give  security  for  the  transportation  of  such  offenders,  and 
procure  certificates  from  the  governor,  &c.,  where  landed,  and  they  shall 
not  be  suffered  to  return  by  his  default.  And  whereas  there  are  many 
idle  persons,  who  are  under  the  age  of  one  and  twenty  years,  lurking 
about  in  divers  parts  of  London,  and  elsewhere,  who  want  employment, 
and  may  be  tempted  to  become  thieves,  if  not  provided  for;  and  whereas 
they  may  be  inclined  to  be  transported,  and  to  enter  into  services  in 
some  of  his  Majesty's  colonies  and  plantations  in  America;  but  as  they 
have  no  power  to  contract  for  themselves,  and  therefore  that  it  is  not 
fjafe  for  merchants  to  transport,  or  take  them  into  such  services ;  it  is 
enacted  that  merchants  or  others  may  contract  with  persons  of  the  age 
of  15,  and  under  21,  to  serve  them  in  America  for  8  years.  Provided 
such  person  acknowledge  his  consent  before  a  justice  of  the  peace, 
and  sign  the  same  with  his  approbation.—^  George  I.  Massachusetts  passed 
an  act  laying  a  duty  of  four  pounds  per  head  on  negroes  imported  into 
the  Colony.— Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Province  of  Massachusetts,  II.  ^17; 
also,  chap.  iq. 
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GOVERNOR  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.* 

About  2  months  ago  I  reed  "^  M'  Cradoek  your 
kind  Favour  of  6:  Oef:  whieh  I  had  answer'd  before 
now,  but  have  been  something  hurry 'd  in  the  Affairs 
of  the  Gen'^  Assembly  &  in  writing  by  the  many 
ships  gone  to  London.  I  hope  these  Things  will 
incline   your  Goodness   &   Candour  to   forgive   me. 

I  have  this  Day  rec'd  ^  M""  Abbot  Duplicate  of 
your  Letter  of  6 :  Oct',  with  the  Favour  of  yours  of  8 : 
ult°  and  have  carefully  enquir'd  as  the  ships  have  come 
In  for  Letters  from  your  Agent  M' :  Wilks  but  have 
seen  none,  Tho'  M""  Lewis  tells  me  he  forwarded  a 
Packet  to  you  about  10  Days  since,  which  I  suppose 
may   be   an   Answer  to   what   you   wrote   ^   Gary. 

By  several  Letters  from  London,  as  well  as  f? 
Gent™  lately  come  from  thence  I  am  told  M"*  Wilks 
has  a  great  &  growing  Interest  at  Court,  which  I  am 
glad  of  for  the  sake  of  both  the  Provinces  under  his 
Care ;  I  have  made  Answer  to  the  Lords  Commis"'. 
for  Trade  &  Plantations  respecting  any  Laws  Manu- 
factures &c*.  of  this  Province  that  may  any  Ways 
affect  the  Navigation,  Manufactures,  or  Trade  of  G'. 
Britain  —  I  am  afraid  when  the  Parliament  meets 
They'll  make  some  hard  Laws  upon  the  Northern  Col- 
onies. "^  a  vessell  that  sails  hence  in  10:  or  14:  Days 
I  shall  forward  to  your  Agent  what  you  have  now  sent 
f)  M"".  Abbot,  and  be  always  ready  to  do  your  Honour 
&  the  Colony  Every  good  service  in  my  Power. 

I  ask  your  acceptance  of  the  inclosed  Prints  & 
remain  with  my  best  Respects  to  yourself  and  good 
Lady—  S' 

Boston  Your  Honour's 

Dec".   14:   1 73 1.  most  obedient 

humble  Servant 

J:  B 

*Fr()m   the   orijicinal   in   the   possession  of  the  Massachusetts   Historical 
Society. 
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In  your  Letter  ^  M'  Abbot  I  found  the  Inclosed 
40/Bill,  which  I  suppose  you  put  in  by  mistake,  so  I 
now  return  it.  — 

Gov".  Talcott 
f  M^  Abbot. 

INSTRUCTIONS    FROM   THE   KING. 

Additional     Instruction    to    Our     Trusty 
[l.  s.]  and      Welbeloved      the      Governor     and 

Company  of  Our  Colony  of  Connecticut 
in  New  England  in  America ;  Or  to  the 
GEORGE  R.  Governor  and  Company  of  Our  said 
Colony  for  the  time  being.  Given  at 
Our  Court  at  S^  James's,  the  Fifth  Day 
of  May,  1732,  In  the  Fifth  Year  of  Our 
Reign. 

3©I)Ct0a^,  Complaint  hath  been  made  to  Us  by 
the  Merchants  of  Our  City  of  London,  in  behalf  of 
themselves  And  of  several  others  of  Our  good  Subjects 
of  Great  Britain  trading  to  Our  Plantations  in  America, 
that  greater  Duties  and  Impositions  are  laid  on  their 
Ships  and  Goods  than  on  the  Ships  and  Goods  of 
Persons  who  are  Natives  and  Inhabitants  of  the  said 
Plantations :  It  is,  therefore.  Our  Will  and  Pleasure, 
that  you  do  not,  upon  any  Pretence  whatsoever,  on 
Pain  of  Our  highest  Displeasure,  Give  your  Assent 
for  the  future  to  any  Law  wherein  the  Natives  or 
Inhabitants  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  under  your 
Government  are  put  on  a  more  advantageous  Footing 
than  those  of  this  Kingdom.  It  is  further  Our  Will 
and  Pleasure,  that  you  do  not,  And  You  are  hereby 
expressly  forbid  to,  pass  any  Law  by  Which  the 
Trade  or  Navigation  of  this  Kingdom  may  be  in  any 
Ways  affected ;  hereby  declaring  it  to  be  Our  Royal 
Intention,   that  no   Duties   shall  be  laid   in  the  Colony 
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under  your  Government  upon  British  Shipping  or  upon 
the  Product  or  Manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  upon 
any  pretence  whatsoever.  G.  R. 

[Indorsed]       Instructions     from     his     Majesty,     King 
George   2^,  given  at  S*  James's,   May   5*^,    1732. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  OF  CONNECTICUT. 
Duplicate.  WHITEHALL,  June   16*^,  1732. 

Gentlemen, 

His  Majesty  having  been  pleased,  upon  the 
Address  of  the  House  of  Commons,  dated  the  25'*'  of 
the  last  Month,*  to  direct  my  Lords  Commissioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  to  prepare  a  further  Repre- 
sentation to  be  laid  before  the  House  in  the  next 
Session  of  Parliament,  of  the  State  of  His  Majesty's 
Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America,  with  respect  to 
any  Laws  made.  Manufactures  set  up,  and  Trade  car- 
ryed  on  there,  which  may  affect  the  Trade,  Naviga- 
tion, and  Manufactures,  of  this  Kingdom.  My  Lords 
Comm'rs  have  commanded  me  to  give  you  this  Notice, 
and  to  desire  you  will  immediately  upon  receipt  hereof, 
send  them  the  best  and  most  particular  Accounts  you 
can,  of  any  Laws  made.  Manufactures  set  up,  or  Trade 
carryed  on  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  which  may 
in  any  way  affect  the  Trade,  Navigation,  and  Manufac- 
tures of  this  Kingdom,  and  that  you  will  take  it 
for  a  constant  Rule,  to  send  my  Lords  Comm"  annual 
Returns  to  these  Queries.  I  am, 
Gentlemen, 

Your  most  humble  Serv*, 

ALURED  POPPLE. 

The  Hon^^*  the  Gov^  and  Company  of  Connecticut. 


*  See   History  and  Proceedings   of  the   House   of  Commons^   for  an  ac- 
count of  the  debates  on  the  Bill  "For  the  better  securing  and  encouraging 
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[Indorsed]  •  Letter  from  the  Lords  Com'"**  to  know 
what  Laws  &c  we  have  that  incumber  the  trade 
of   Great   Britton.     1732. 

COMMISSIONERS  OF  THE  CUSTOMS  TO  THE  GOVERNOR 
OF  CONNECTICUT. 

The  Bearer  hereof,  John  Peagnim,  Esq.,  being-  De- 
puted by  Us,  pursuant  to  a  Warrant  from  the  Lords 
Commiss'rs  of  the  Treasury,  to  be  Surveyor  General  of 
the  Northern  part  of  the  Continent  of  America,  in  the 
room  of  Devereux  Bacon,  deceased.  —  And  he  having 
received  Instructions  from  Us  for  the  more  effectual 
putting  in  Execution  the  Laws  relating  to  Trade  and 
Navigation.  We  desire  you  will  please  to  be  assisting 
with  your  Authority  to  the  s*^  Peagrum,  and  the  other 
Officers  of  the  Customs  under  his  Inspection,  as  they 
shall  have  occasion  to  apply  to  you,  and  also  that  you 
will  strictly  comand  all  Officers  and  Ministers  imployed 
under  you  to  be  assisting  to  them  in  putting  in  Exe- 
cution the  Laws  against  illegal  Trade,  that  the  service 
under  our  Management  may  be  effectually  carryed  on."^ 
We  are, 

Your  most  humble  Serv**, 
Custom  Ho.,  London,  ROBT.  BAYLIS. 

12  AugS  1732.  J.  STANLEY. 

JO.  EVELYN. 

[Superscribed]  To  His  Excellency,  The  Governour  and 
Commander  in  Chief  of  His  Maj*^^' 
Province  of  Connecticut. 

the  Trade  of  his  Majesty's  Sugar-Colonies  in  America,"  in  1732;  it  passed 
in  the  House  of  Commons,  but  was  dropped  in  the  House  of  Lords.  The 
subject  was  taken  up  again  in  the  next  session,  and  the  bill  was  passed  in 
February,  1733.     See  page  287. 

*  A  copy  of  Peagrum's  commission  is  in  the  Connecticut  Archives;  Trade 
and  Maritime  Affairs,  I.  gg,  dated  Aug.  9,  1732. 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   GOVERNOR  COSBY*  OF 
NEW  YORK. 

Sir:  May  it  please  Your  Excellency:  Give  me 
leave  to  embrace  this  first  opportunity  to  congratulate 
your  safe  arrival  to  your  Gov'ment  in  New  York. 
Wish  your  Gov'"ment  there  may  be  long  and  happy, 
that  you  may  always  have  the  Divine  conduct  and 
guidance  in  all  the  great  and  waity  affairs  for  the 
good  of  that  people,  that  you  may  always  have  the 
favor  of  our  King,  and  the  great  Council  of  the  Na- 
tion ;  that  you  may  have  such  appointed  to  be  your 
Councillors  as  may  be  wise  and  faithful  men,  always 
with  you  seeking  the  weal  of  that  people ;  that  the 
people  under  your  Gov^ment  may  be  peaceable ;  that 
all  orders  and  degrees  of  persons  therein  may  cheer- 
fully contribute  in  whatsoever  they  may  to  make  your 
Excellency  happy  and  easy  in  your  administrations; 
that  you  may  have  peace  with  your  Neighbouring 
Gov'ments,  and  especially  with  this  of  Connecticut, 
which  is  the  sincere  desire,  and  shall  be  the  constant 
indeavor  of,   Sir,   Your  Excellency's  unknown,   though 

Y'  Most  humble,  most  obedient  Servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

Hartford,  Septemb""  the  2^,  1732. 
To  Col".  Cosby,  Esq^,  Gov^,  &c. 

governor    belcher    of    MASSACHUSETTS    TO 
governor   TALCOTT. 

Hond'^^  5^•     I  am  favour 'd  with  yours  of  22:  Sepf. 

fl    the   Bearer,    Mr.   — ,   and   was   glad   to   hear   of 

your   Honour's   Health. 

*  William  Cosby,  Governor  of  New  York,  born  about  1695  ;  after  serv- 
ing as  a  colonel  in  the  army,  and  holding  the  office  of  Governor  of  Minorca 
and  the  Leeward  Islands,  he  was  appointed  Governor  of  New  York  Jan.  12, 
1731-2;  sailed  from  England  in  May  following,  arrived  in  New  York  Aug.  i, 
1732;  he  died  in  New  York  City,  March  10,  \izS-^-—Appleton's  Cyclopcedia 
of  American  Biography,  I.  yji.-  Documents  Relating  to  the  Colonial  History 
of  New  York,  V.  gjo,  gjj ;  VI.  42.  Nezv  York  Assembly  Journal,  I.  6jj. 
33 
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Altlio  many  ships  are  lately  arriv'd  from  England, 
yet  I  have  no  letters  from  White  Hall,  but  from  M^ 
Sec'^'  Popple,  of  the  nature  you  mention,  nor  have  I 
heard  of  any  for  yourself.  M'.  Edwards,  who  you  say 
has  the  care  of  your  Packets,  is  an  honest,  careful 
man,  and   will   send   them   forward. 

I  believe  in  my  last  I  told  you  my  fears  of  the 
Parliament's  making  some  hard  laws  upon  the  North- 
ern Colonies,  and  I  suppose  you  have  seen  one  called 
the  Hat-Act,"^  made  this  last  Session,  which  I  think  is 
very  severe.  I  wish  this  Province  mayn't  go  on  to 
provoke  to  harder  things.  I  take  notice  you  have  had 
none  from  your  Agent  for  a  long  time:  there  are 
ships  daily  expected  from  London,  and  one  belonging 
to  M'.  Wilks,  by  which  you  will  doubtless  hear;  he 
has  not  in  any  letters  to  me,  this  summer,  mention'd 
any  thing  respecting  your  Colony.  I  am  heartily  sorry 
they  still  labour  under  their  Difficulty  about  Intestate 
Estates,  and  I  can't  help  being  still  fully  of  opinion 
that  nothing  will  effectually  relieve  you  but  a  short 
Act  of  Parliament,  and  which,  I  think,  was  what  the 
Lords  of  Trade  pointed  out  in  their  Report.  And 
altho  they  tackt  the  matter  of  a  new  Charter  to  it, 
yet,  with  great  deference  to  their  Lordships,  there  was 
nothing  of  that  in  the  question,  nor  do  I  believe  the 
King  will  impose  any  new  Form  of  Government  upon 
you,  unless  you  had  made  a  Forfeiture  of  the  present. 
I  therefore  think  it  wou'd  be  wise  in  your  Colony  to 
order  your  Agent  to  pursue  the  matter  in  Parliament, 
without  any  more  loss  of  time,  and   I  verily  believe  he 

*  An  Act  to  prevent  the  exportation  of  hats  out  of  any  of  his  Majesty's 
Colonies,  or  Plantations,  in  America,  and  to  restrain  the  number  of  appren- 
tices taken  by  the  hat-makers,  in  the  said  Colonies,  or  Plantatfons,  and  for 
the  better  encouragement  of  making  hats  in  Great  Britain.  It  was  enacted 
that  after  the  29th  of  September,  1732,  no  hats  or  felts  whatsoever,  dyed 
or  undyed,  finished  or  unfinished,  shall  be  transported  out  of  any  of  the 
British  Plantations  to  any  other  of  the  British  Plantations;   hats  or  felts 
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might  obtain  a  quieting  Act  with  much  safety.  In 
this  I  had  my  Lord  Chancellor  King's  Opinion,  (when 
at  London,)  and  M'.  Dummer,  and  I  thought  it  the  best 
and  most  certain  method,  and  had  not  your  Orders 
forbid,  so  that  we  cou'd  not  proceed  at  the  first  of 
the  Parliament's  Sitting,  I  shou'd  undoubtedly  have 
brought  such  an  Act  with  me.  But  if  some  Crafty 
People  among  you  are  able  and  more  ready  to  hurt 
than  help  you,  that  I  take  to  be  your  present  misfor 
tune.  The  Colony  shall  always  be  sure  of  every  good 
office  in  my  power,  they  will  please  to  command. 

I  respectfully  Salute  yourself  and  Mad""  Talcott, 
as,   SC 

Your  Honour's  Friend  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

J.   BELCHER. 
Boston,  Ocf.  3:  1732. 

Gov^.  Talcott. 

board  of  trade  to  the  governor  of  CONNECTICUT. 

Whitehall,  Ocf  4,  1732. 
Sir  : 

My  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Planta- 
tions command  me  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  your 
Letter  to  them  of  the  4^''  of  November  last,  inclosing 
a  Volume  of  the  Connecticut  Laws,  for  which  I  am 
to  return  you  their  Thanks ;  But  their  Lordships  ob- 
serving by  your  Letter  that  some  of  these  Laws 
have  been   alter'd   since   they  were   Printed,  it   will   be 


so  transported  to  be  forfeited,  with  a  penalty  also  of  ;^5oo;  severe  penal- 
ties were  laid  on  any  who  may  assist  in  such  transportation,  and  on  any 
officers  of  customs  who  may  permit  any  entries  of  such  hats  or  felts.  It 
was  also  enacted  that  none  should  make  such  hats  or  felts  but  those  who 
had  served  an  apprenticeship  of  seven  years,  at  least ;  nor  should  any  felt- 
makers  have  more  than  two  apprentices  at  one  time.  And  it  was  further 
enacted  that  any  one  who  should  employ  in  the  said  art  of  hat  or  felt 
making,  any  black  or  negro,  should  forfeit  the  sum  of  ;^5  for  every  month 
wherein  such  person  shall  so  offend.  — 5  Geo.  II.  Cap.  22.  See  also  Bishop's 
History  of  American   Manufactures^  I.  J42. 
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impossible  for  them  to  make  any  Judgement  of  those 
you  have  sent,  without  seeing  those  also  by  which  they 
were  altered.  I  am  therefore  to  desire  you  will  trans- 
mit Copies  thereof,  either  Printed  or  Written ;  and  also 
that  you  will  continue  from  time  to  time  to  Transmit 
Transcripts  of  such  Laws  as  shall  be  pass'd  for  the 
future. 

My    Lords   likewise    desire    an    Annual    Return    to 
the    Queries    sent    you,   that   they   may   be   enabled   to 
make  the  proper  Representations  to  His  Majesty,  upon 
the  State  of  your  Government.     I  am. 
Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

ALURED  POPPLE. 

M'  Talcot,  Gov'  of  Connecticut. 

TO    FRANCIS   WILKS.      DRAFT    BY   DEPUTY-GOVERNOR 

LAW. 

M-"  Wilks.  S':  Pursuant  to  an  Order  of  the  Lords 
of  the  Board  of  Trade,  I  have  inclosd  to  you  an 
Account  of  the  Laws  made,  Manufactures  set  up,  and 
Trade  carried  on  in  this  Colony,  that  they  may  be 
satisfied  how  they  affect  the  Trade,  Manufactures,  and 
Navigation  of  the  Kingdom,  which  I  trust  will  be 
without  exception,  and  desire  you  would  deliver  it  to 
M'  Pople,  their  Lordshipps'  Clark.  We  are  inform 'd 
by  the  publick  Prints  from  Boston,  that  the  Parliament 
in  their  last  Sessions,  did,  in  passing  an  Act  for  the 
more  easy  recovering  Debts  in  the  plantations,  Ordain, 
that  Estates  of  Inheritance  should  be  chargeable  with 
Debts,  as  well  and  in  the  same  manner  as  Chattels,  tho 
they  have  not  directed  to  any  certain  Measures  for  the 
transferring  the  Title  from  the  Debtor,  or  his  Heirs,  to 
any   other  person.      Whereupon   we   conclude   that   we 
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shall  be  blameless  in  reassuming-  our  former  Rules,  in 
putting  the  Administrator,  or  some  other  meet  person, 
in  the  room  and  stead  of  the  deceasd  Debtor,  to  alien- 
ate his  lands,  for  the  payment  of  his  just  Debts.  And 
we  are  perswaded  that  all  the  Descents  which  have 
been  cast,  since  the  Repealing-  of  our  intestate  law, 
shall  be  govern 'd  by  the  law  of  natural  Equity,  and 
not  by  the  Comon  law  of  England,  which  according  to 
the  opinion  of  M'"  Attorney,  and  M''  Solicitor,  lately 
given  to  y'  Lordshipps,  does  not  extend  to  the  Planta- 
tions, without  the  Act  of  their  Assemblyes,  and  when 
they  have  Enacted  any  Principle  of  the  Comon  law 
into  a  law,  that  it  receives  its  authority  from  their 
own  Act,  about  which  matters  I  should  be  glad  to  be 
advisd  from  you  ;  in  the  mean  while  I  am  perswaded 
that  a  Declarative  Act  of  this  Assembly,  that  the  law 
of  natural  Equity  ought  to  take  place  in  our  'Admin- 
istrations, untill  a  time  which  we  shall  limit,  for  the 
comencing  of  a  rule  so  agreeable  to  the  Rules  of  the 
comon  law,  as  shall  be  without  Exception,  in  the  most 
strict  Construction,  will  settle  us  all  in  peace.  And 
altho  we  have  little  Expectation  of  any  additional  Priv- 
iledges  to  what  is  granted  in  our  Charter,  or  that  where 
the  Expressions  admitt  of  a  Construction,  tliat  it  will 
be  made  in  our  favour,  where  the  Interest  or  Inclina- 
tion of  the  Nation  stands  in  Competition,  yet  I  think 
all  are  of  the  mind  humbly  to  insist  upon  whatsoever 
is  plain  and  express,  and  all  that  runns  may  read. 

THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COMPANY  TO  THE  BOARD  OF 
TRADE.   DRAFT  BY  DEPUTY-GOVERNOR  LAW. 

May  it  please  Your  Lordshipps:  By  a  Letter  from 
M""  Popple  of  the  16^''  of  June  last,  Notice  is  given 
to  the  Gov""  and  Company  of  Connecticutt,  that  his 
Maj*^^  has  been  pleas'd,  upon  the  Address  of  the  House 
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of  Comons,  to  direct  the  Lords  Com'"'  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  to  prepare  a  further  Representation  of  the 
State  of  his  Maj"*^'  Colonies,  and  Plantations,  in  Amer- 
ica, with  respect  to  any  Laws  made,  Manufactures  sett 
up,  and  Trade  carryed  on  there,  and  for  the  better 
enabling  them  y'unto,  the  s'^  Gov""  and  Company  are 
desired  to  give  unto  them  the  best  and  most  pticular 
account  they  can,  of  the  premises  wherein  the  Trade, 
Navigation,  and  Manufactures  of  the  Kingdome,  may 
be  any  ways  affected. 

Which,  in  Regard  to  your  Lordships'  desire,  we 
shall  in  all  Sincerity  perform  in  the  following  Maner: 

With  respect  to  our  Laws :  We  have  a  law  which 
lays  a  duty  of  12s.  upon  every  100/^.  of  Merchandize 
that  is  brot  into  this  Colony,  from  the  Neighbouring 
Governments,  to  bring  the  Dealers,  which  come  from 
the  Neighbouring  Provinces,  on  an  equal  footing  with 
our  own,"  tho  the  s'^  law  is  seldom  or  never  put  in 
Execution,  w^hich  law  we  shall  be  very  easy  in  repeal- 
ing on  the  least  Intimation,  yet  are  persuaded  that 
the  natural  tendency  of  such  an  Act  is  the  promoting 
a  Trade  directly  to  Great  Britain. 

A  laiv  is  nozu  made  for  the  Encoiirageinent  of  the 
raising  of  Hemp,\  and  another  for  the  making  of  Silk,   it 


*  An  Act  concerning  Free  Trade  provides  that  all  persons  that  come 
to  trade  in  this  Colony,  that  are  not  Inhabitants,  before  sale  of  any  goods 
by  them  brought  or  imported  into  any  Town,  shall  pay  twelve  shillings 
and  six  pence,  per  cent.,  for  every  Hundred  Pounds  worth  of  Goods,  brought 
by  them  to  Trade,  according  to  the  Invoice  thereof  made — one-fifth  part 
whereof  shall  be  to  him  that  takes  the  above  Goods,  and  the  remainder 
to  the  Publick  Treasury  of  the  Colony. — Revision  of  Statutes,  1702.  Colo- 
nial Records,  IV.  2^1.  In  October,  1717,  another  act  was  passed  requiring 
Persons  coming  in  to  the  Colony  to  trade,  to  give  Oath  to  their  Invoices. 
—  Colonial  Records,  VI.  2j. 

+  The  draft  of  an  act  for  "the  encouragement  of  the  raising  of  Hemp, 
Silk,  and  of  making  fine  Lmens,"  may  be  found  in  the  Conn.  Archives, 
Industry,  I.  48,  dated  October,  1732.  It  was  dropped,  but  in  May,  1734, 
two  acts  were  passed,  one  for  raising  silk,  and  the  other  for  raising  hemp, 
etc.  —  Colonial  Records,    VII.  4g4,  Jf2. 
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being  found,  by  sonic  small  Experiments,  that  Silk-worms 
may  be  agreeably  propagated  hereJ^ 

As  to  Manufactures:  Coarse  Cloths,  and  coarse 
Linens,  are  made  amongst  us,  of  our  own  wool  and 
flax,  without  which  our  people  must  go  naked  or  very 
ragged  the  greater  part  of  their  time,  for  the  finer 
Woolens,  and  Linens,  which  are  improved  among  us, 
are  full  out  as  much  as  all  the  produce  of  our  Country 
that  can  be  spared  will  procure. 

We  Tan  our  own  Leather,  and  make  the  most 
of  our  own  Shoes.  We  have  Taylors  to  make  up  our 
own  Cloaths,  Smiths  to  make  our  Husbandry  Tools, 
Carpenters,  and  Joyners  and  such  like  Tradesmen,  with- 
out which  we  could  not  subsist.  We  have  a  few  Hat- 
makers,  insufficient  to  manufacture  the  one-half  of  the 
Hats  we  use. 

There  are  two  or  three  Bloomeries  set  up  for  the 
making  Iron,  back  in  the  Country,  to  avoid  the  Diffictdty 
of  Transportation  of  so  heavy  a  Commodity  to  our  Inland 
places,  for  the  carrying  on  our  Husbandry  Affairs,"^  which 
in  some  small  measure  vServes  for  our  own  Improve- 
ment. 

Copper  Mines  are  pretty  much  sought  after,  but 
as  yet  to  little  profit,  th^y  are  chiefly  managed  by 
Strangers,  the  Poverty  of  the  Inhabitants  forbidding 
their  intermeddling  therewith. 

The  Labour  of  the  Inhabitants  is  almost  wholly 
laid  out  in  Husbandry,  by  means  whereof,  cattle, 
horses,  grain,  and  flax  are  produced,  which  we  ex- 
change with  the  neighbouring  Provinces  for  the  Brit- 
ish  Manufactures. 

As  to  our  Trade :  We  have  none  excepting  a  lit- 
tle to  the  West  India  Islands,  where  we  send  Lumber, 
and  Horses,  and  receive  in   Exchange  for   it  the  West 

*  The  words  in  italics  are  canceled  in  the  draft. 
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Iildia  Commodities,  and  of  our  Grain  and  Meat  to  the 
neighbouring  Provinces,  and  a  Vessel  or  two,  with 
Lumber,  to  Ireland. 

We  should  rejoice  to  have  our  British  Commodi- 
ties directly  from  Great  Britain,  without  the  additional 
cost  of  passing  thro  the  neighbouring  Provinces,  if  by 
any  means  we  could  make  Returns. 

If  anything  we  have  here  related  does  any  way 
interfere  on  the  Trade,  Manufactures,  or  Navigation  of 
Great  Britain,  we  are  altogether  unsensible  y''of,  and 
your  Lordshipps  will  consider,  And  we  take  leave  to 
assure  your  Lordshipps,  that  no  people  on  the  earth 
can  be  more  inviolably  attached  to  his  Maj"^^  Interest, 
and  Government,  than  his  poor  and  most  loyal  Colony 
of  Connecticut. 

By  order  of  the  Gen^'  Court,  Holden  at  New  Haven, 
Octob^         1732,         Signd 

To  the  Right  Hon^^'^ 

Lords  Com'^  of  Trade,  &c. 

Resol'Ded  in  the  Upper  House,  That  a  Copy  of  the  aforegoing 
Letter  shall  be  Transmitted  to  the  Lords  of  the  Board  of  Trade,  and 
Signed  by  the  Secrefy  in  the  name  of  this  Assembly. 

Test.     George  Wyllys,  Secretly. 
Concurred  with  the  Lower  House. 

Test.     Jno.  Russell,  Clerk. 

P.  S.  By  the  Boston  Newes  papers  we  learn  that 
the  Parliament,  in  their  last  Sessions,  did  pass  two 
Bills,  which  relate  to  the  Plantations,  one  in  Relation 
to  Hatt  making  in  the  Plantations,  the  other  for  the 
Recovering  of  Debts  in  the  Plantations,'^"  of  which  we 

*  An  Act  for  the  more  easy  Recovery  of  Debts  in  his  Majesty's  Plant- 
ations and  Colonies  in  America.  It  was  enacted  that  after  Sept.  29,  1732, 
plantation  debts  may  be  proved  here  in  Great  Britain,  on  oath  before  a 
chief  magistrate.  It  was  also  enacted  that  the  houses,  lands,  negroes,  and 
other  hereditaments,  and  real  estate,  situate,  or  being  within  any  of  the 
said  plantations,  belonging  to  any  person  indebted,  shall  be  liable  and 
chargeable  with  all  just  debts,  duties,  and  demands,  of  what  nature  or  kind 
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have  no  certain  Account  on  which  we  may  Rely.  Yet 
inasmuch  as  the  latter  does  make  real  Estate  charge- 
able with  Debts,  and  no  method  provided  for  transfer- 
ring the  Title  from  the  Debtor  to  the  Creditor,  we 
hope  that  our  proceeding  to  open  the  same  Doors,  for 
the  Satisfaction  of  honest  Creditors  of  their  just  Debts, 
out  of  which  they  have  long  layn,  will  not  be  chargd 
upon  us  as  any  willful  mistake. 

THANKSGIVING   PROCLAMATION. 

By   the   hon^^^   Joseph   Talcott   Esq"" 

Governour   of   his   Maj^^^' 

English   Colony  of 

Connecticutt. 

A   Proclamation   for  a  da}^  of  publick 

Thanksgiving. 
The  general  Mercies,  and  Blessings,  vouchsafed 
and  conferred  on  y""  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  in  all 
the  preceeding  part  of  the  concluding  year,  demand- 
ing our  most  gratefull  Acknowledgments  to  our  great 
Benefactor,  I  have  by  y^  Advice  of  y®  C(^uncil,  and  at 
y^  Desire  of  the  Representatives  in  Gen^  Court  assem- 
bled, appointed,  and  do  hereby  appoint,  y*"  Second 
Thursday  of  November  next,  being  y®  ninth  day  of 
y^  month  ~  ~ 
to  be   Religiously  observed  as  a  day  of  Thanksgiving 

soever,  owing  by  any  such  person  to  his  Majesty,  or  any  of  his  subjects, 
and  shall  and  may  be  assets  for  the  satisfaction  thereof,  in  like  manner  as 
real  estates  are  by  the  law  of  England  liable  to  the  satisfaction  of  debts, 
due  by  bond  or  other  specialty,  and  shall  be  subject  to  the  like  remedies, 
proceedings,  and  process,  in  any  court  of  law  or  equity,  in  any  of  the  said 
plantations  respectively,  for  seizing,  extending,  selling,  or  disposing  of  any 
such  debts,  duties,  and  demands,  and  in  like  manner  as  personal  estates 
in  any  of  the  said  plantations  respectively,  are  seized,  extended,  sold,  or 
disposed  of  for  the  satisfaction  of  debts.  — j"  George  II.  Cap.  7.  Colonial 
Records  y  VII.  441-4. 

34 
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in  all  the  Religious  Societies  thorowout  this  Govern- 
ment. Hereby  Exhorting  both  Ministers  and  people 
to  call  to  mind  their  observations  of  all  the  Express- 
ions of  God's  Patience,  and  Goodness  to  them,  personal 
and  relative,  in  all  things  which  refer  to  them  in 
cornon,  and  pticular,  and  pticularfy  to  bless  God  for 
y^  peace  which  is  still  subsisted  among  y^  nations  in 
Europe,  that  we  are  more  especially  concern'd  in,  for 
y^  Preservation  of  our  Sovereign  King  George,  and 
making  him  an  Instrument  for  good  to  so  many 
Nations,  and  Counteryes,  —  for  y^  continuance  of  our 
most  gracious  Queen  Caroline,  the  Prince  of  Wales,  & 
the   rest  of  the   royal   family. 

For  the  Peace  enjoy'd  in  New  England,  for  the 
saving  to  us  our  Priviledges,  civil,  and  sacred,  without 
violation, —  for  putting  a  Stop  so  seasonably  to  the 
contagions  of  the  Small  Pox,  —  which  rag'd  so  vio- 
lently in  one  of  our  Plantations,  and  was  scattered 
into  some  others,  to  our  great  consternation,*  —  for  the 
general  Health  that  has  been  allowed,  and  y^  Plenty 
of  y^  fruits  of  y®  earth,  Avhich  have  in  an  especial 
manner  crown 'd  y^  close  of  this  year,  together  with 
fervent  SuppHcations  for  further  mercies,  as  they  shall 
be  needed. 

And  all  Servile  labour  is  forbidden  on  s^  day. 

Given  under  my  hand  in  y^  Council  Chamber  att 
New  Haven,  this  fifth  year  of  y'  Reign  of  our  Sov- 
ereign Lord  George  y^  2^  of  great  Britain,  ffrance,  and 
Ireland  King,  Defender  of  y«  faith,  &c.  Annoq:  Dom. 
1732. 

God  save  y^  King. 

In  the  upper  House  Read  and  Approved,  and 
Ordered  to  be  Transmitted  to  the  Lower  Board. 

Test  GEORGE   WYLLYS,   Secretary, 

*  See  Connecticut  Archives;  Miscellaneous,  II.  243,  244. 
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In   y^    Lower   House 

Read  and  approved.      Test  J^^    Russell,  Clerk. 

[Indorsed]     Thanksgiving,  October,    1732. 

JOHN    EDWARDS,*  OF   BOSTON,  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Boston,  November  the  6*^,  1732. 
S\-  This  conies  f?  Cap^  Hubbard,  with  a  partic- 
ular acc*^  of  the  Gold  and  Silver  money,  I  have  shipt 
on  board  the  Union,  John  Homans,  Master,  and  goes 
consigned  to  Francis  Wilks,  Esq*',  according  to  your 
order,  it  being  on  the  ace*  and  risque  of  the  Colony 
of  Connecticut.  I  wish  it  may  go  safe.  I  have  made 
diligent  enquiry  for  your  letters  from  England,  of 
every  ship  that  has  arrived  here,  but  can't  yet  hear  of 
any.  I  shall  still  continue  so  to  do,  and  if  any  comes 
to  my  hands  will  carefully  send  them  forward.  I  am, 
S'",  with  due  Respects, 

Your  Hon"  humble  Serv*, 

JOHN   EDWARDS. 

The  Colony  of  Connecticut  to  John  Edwards  is   D' 

1732. 

Nov.  21'*     To  7  Moidores  2X  £^  35:     — :     — 
To    3    French   and    i    Spanish 

Pistoles   at   £1  12:     — :     — 
To    85    oz.    of    French    Silver 

money,  at    19/6  82:     17:       6 
To    50   oz.  of  pieces  of  eight, 

at   20/6  51:       5:     — 
To  22  oz.  of  French  and  Span- 
ish Silver  Money,  at  20/3  22:       5:       6 
To  40  oz.  10  dwt.  ditto,  at  20/  40:     10:     — 
To  my  Commissions   at   2|    "^ 

Cent  6:       2:     — 
;^25o:     — :     — 

*  This  was  probably  John  Edwards,  goldsmith,  of  Boston,  who  died  in 
1746.  —  Suffolk  County  Probate  Records. 
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Ditto  Cr. 

June  15*^'  By  Bills  of  Credit  rec'^  from 
the  Hon^'"  Joseph  Talcott, 
Esq^  by  the  hands  of  Tim° 
Biglow  ^250:     — :     — 

[Superscribed]    To  the   Hon^'^^   Joseph  Talcott,  Esq^ 
Governour   of   Connecticutt,  at   Hartford. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  THE  SHERIFF  OF  HARTFORD 

COUNTY. 

To  the    SJierif  of  the    County  of  Hartford  or   his  deputy 

Greeting. 

Whereas  sundry  Complaints  have  been  Laid  be- 
fore me  in  Councill,  Informing  that  the  New  London 
Society  for  Trade  and  Commerce"^"  have  struck  and 
signed  bills,  on  the  Creditt  of  s'*  Society,  to  the  sum 
of  many  thousand  pounds,  and  have  sold  such  their 
bills  to  his  Majesties  subjects,  as  a  Medium  of  Trade, 
Currant  and  Equall  in  value  to  Currant  money,  or  bills 

*An  association  formed  in  New  London,  in  1730,  for  commercial  opera- 
tions. It  had  about  eighty  members,  scattered  over  the  whole  colony,  among 
them  many  of  the  leading  men,  and  was  able  to  command  a  large  political 
influence.  For  a  couple  of  years  its  enterprises  were  successful,  thus  giving 
a  great  impetus  to  business  in  the  colony.  To  facilitate  its  operations, 
the  society  began  to  issue  bills  of  credit  in  the  likeness  of  the  colony  bills. 
Miss  Caulkins  states  that  the  bills  were  dated  in  October,  1732,  to  run  twelve 
years  to  October,  1744;  but  bills  are  in  existence  dated  August,  1732.  This 
emission  of  paper  money  was  at  first  popular,  but  finally  caused  a  great 
commotion.  The  authorities  became  alarmed,  the  Governor  and  Council  is- 
sued an  order  denouncing  the  "new  money,"  and  the  General  Assembly 
was  convened  in  special  session  in  February,  1732-3.  After  an  inquiry  into 
the  affairs  of  the  society,  the  charter  was  repealed,  the  mortgages  were  as- 
sumed by  the  Governor  and  Company,  and  the  bills  allowed  to  run  until 
they  could  be  called  in  and  the  affairs  of  the  society  settled.  An  emission 
of  ^30,000  in  bills  of  credit  was  ordered,  chiefly  to  provide  for  the  with- 
drawal of  the  society's  bills,  by  loans  from  the  treasury,  to  enable  mort- 
gagers to  that  society  to  satisfy  their  indebtedness.  At  first  the  society 
resisted  the  orders  of  the  government,  and  threatened  an  appeal  to  England. 
Finally,  at  a  meeting  held  June  5,  1735,  they  unanimously  dissolved  the  organ- 
ization ;  but  the  evil  effects  produced  by  their  measures  troubled  the  Colony 
for  a  much  longer  period.  See  Appendix.— v^r^wj-^wV  Historical  Account  of 
Connecticut  Currency,  42-4.  Miss  Caulkins'  History  of  New  London,  242-4. 
Conn.  Archives ;  Trade  and  Maritime  Affairs,  J.  10 1,  i6j.  Colonial  Rec- 
ords, VII.  421-J,  449-54. 
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of  the  publick  Creditt  of  this  Colony,  or  the  Neighbor- 
ing- Governments,  and  have  accordingly  received  for  s^ 
bills  at  the  value  asesed,  provisions,  and  other  valu- 
able Comoditys  of  the  Country,  in  Great  Quantitys, 
of  Sundry  of  his  Majesties  Good  Subjects.  All  which 
is  Contrary  to  the  peace  of  our  Soveraigne  Lord  the 
King,  his  Crown  and  Dignity,  to  the  Great  wrong 
and  defrauding  of  the  purchasers  of  s"^  bills,  and  a 
Great  abuse  of  the  powers  Given  to  s'^  Society  by 
the   Assembly. 

These  are  therefore  in  his  Majesties  Name  to 
Comand  you  to  sumons  the  s"^  New  London  Society  for 
Trade  and  Commerce  to  appear  before  the  Generall  As- 
sembly, to  be  holden  at  Hartford,  on  the  fifteenth  day 
of  February  Instant,  to  answer  to  the  Matters  afores**, 
and  to  show  by  what  Lawfull  Authority  (if  any  they 
have)  emitted  and  sold  their  bills  as  aforesaid,  and 
also  to  show  Cause  if  any  they  have  why  the  Assem- 
bly should  not  order  and  enact  ag'  them  that  they 
should  refund,  and  pay  back  to  the  possessors  of  such 
bills,  the  sums  for  which  they  have  sold  them  to  his 
Majesties  Subjects,  and  further  order  them  they  shall 
hereafter  Cease  to  Strike  or  Emitt  any  bills  on  their 
Creditt,  or  to  be  a  Society,  here  of  you  may  not  faill 
and  make  due  return  of  this  writt,  with  your  doings 
thereon,  to  my  self,  before  the  Session  of  the  Assembly. 
Dated  in  Hartford,  February  Ninth,  Anno  Dom.  173I, 
in  the  Sixth  year  of  his  Majesties  reigne,  George  the 

2^  King,  &c. 

J.  TALCOTT,  Gov^ 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  THE  SHERIFF  OF  NEW 
LONDON  COUNTY. 

To  the  Sheriff  of  the  County  of  New  London  or  his  Deputy 

Greeting  — 

Whereas  I  being  in  Councill  Informed  of  the  Eregu- 
lar  proceedings  of  the   New  London  Society  united  for 
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Trade  and  Commerce,  and  the  misuse  and  abuse  of  the 
Liberties  and  Priviledges  Granted  to  them  by  the  Gen- 
erall  Assembly  of  this  Coloney,  to  the  Great  Damage  of 
the  Publick,  and  to  the  hurt  of  many  particular  persons. 
These  are  therefore  In  His  Majesties  Name  to  Re- 
quire and  Comand  you  to  Sumon  Daniel  Coit,^  of  New 
London,  Clerk  of  s^  Society,  that  he  appe'ar  before  the 
Generall  Assembly  to  be  Conven'^  at  Hartford,  on  Thurs- 
day the  15th  day  of  Instant  ffebarey,  and  that  he  bring 
with  him,  the  Records  and  doeings  of  the  s^  Society,  that 
.  so  the  Assembly  may  be  Acquainted  with  th^  proceedings 
of  s'^  Society,  here  of  faill  not  and  make  Return  of  this 
writ,  with  your  doings  thereon,  to  the  s''  Generall  Assem- 
bly. Dated  in  Hartford,  ffebarey  the  9^''  day.  In  the 
Sixth   year   of   His   Majesties  Reign   Anno   Dom.    173!. 

f     J.  TALCOTT,  Gov^ 

TIMOTHY  GREEN t  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

New  London,  Feb.  12th,  173I. 
May  it  please  your  Honour. 

Your  Honours  of  the  9^''  Instant  came  to  my 
hands  last  night,  wherein  I  am  ordered  to  Send  a  True 
and  full  account  of  all  Bills  that  have  been  Stamped 
for  the  New  London  Society,  and  by  whose  order,  and 
what  time  they  were  Stamped,  that  so  it  may  be  laid 
before  the  Gen.  Assembly,  at  their  Sessions  at  Hartford, 
on  the  14*^  of  Feb:  Instant.  In  answer  to  which  I 
would  inform   your  Honour  that  the  vote  for  printing 

*  Daniel  Coit,  born  in  New  London,  Oct.  25,  1698 ;  chosen  Town  Clerk  in 
1736,  and  re-elected  annually  until  his  death,  July  19,  1773,  with  the  exception 
of  one  year,  1757,  He  was  also  Clerk  of  the  County  Court,  and  Justice  of  the 
Peace.  —  Coit  Genealogy,  2'j. 

+  Timothy  Green  belonged  to  a  family  of  printers,  being  the  son  of  Samuel 
Green,  Jr.,  of  Boston,  and  grandson  of  Samuel  Green  of  Cambridge,  one  ot 
the  earliest  printers  in  this  country.  He  conducted  a  press  in  Boston  thir- 
teen years.  The  earliest  books  known  to  be  printed  by  him  bear  date  1700. 
Receiving  an  invitation  from  the  Council  and  Assembly  of  Connecticut,  after 
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Thirty  thousand  pounds  for  said  Society  was  passed  by 
them  in  August  last,  when  I  was  at  Boston,  on  a  visit 
to  my  (then  Sick  but  now  Dead)  Brother.  A  Letter 
bearing  Date  Aug.  past  came  to  my  hands  while  I  was 
at  Boston,  Signed  Thomas  Seymour,  John  Bissel,  and 
Solomon  Coit,  Committee,  desiring  me  to  assist  in  procur- 
ing paper,  and  an  Engraver  to  cut  plates  for  s^  Society. 
How  much  of  the  30000;^  are  emitted  is  best  known  to 
the  Committee,  Clerk,  and  Treasurer  of  said  Society: 
what  is  printed,  I  conclude  is  about  fifteen  thousand 
pounds.  The  Committee  and  Clerk  are  under  Oath,  and 
will  give  a  plain  and  full  account.  It  would  take 
up  a  great  Deal  of  time  and  paper  to  give  a  particular 
account  of  all  the  parcels  and  quantities  of  Bills,  which 
the  Committee  received,  for  it  was  most  in  little  Sums, 
or  Sheets,  I  delivered  them. 

I  am  with  all  Duty 
Your  Honours 
humble  Servant 

TIMOTHY  GREEN. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 

Hartford,  Feb'  12^^,  i73§. 
May   it  please  your   Lords  I  dps  : 

This  comes  to  acknowledge  the  receipt  of  his 
Majesty's  instructions  to  me,  that  I  should  not  con- 
sent   to    any    Act    for    laying    a    duty    on    any    of    the 

the  death  of  Thomas  Short,  in  New  London,  the  first  government  printer  of 
the  Colony,  he  removed  to  New  London,  and  was  appointed  printer  to  the 
Governor  and  Company,  on  a  salary  of  fifty  pounds  per  annum.  It  was 
stipulated  that  for  this  sum  he  should  print  the  election  sermons,  proclama- 
tions, and  the  laws,  which  should  be  enacted  at  the  several  sessions  of  the 
Assembly.  He  printed  a  revised  edition  of  the  laws,  entitled.  Acts  and  Laws 
of  his  Majestie's  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  New  England,  1715,- and  another 
edition  including  the  laws  from  17 15  to  1750.  He  died  May  5,  1757,  having 
resigned  his  printing-house  and  business  to  his  son  Timothy,  some  years 
hQiove.— History  0/  Printing  in  America,  Isaiah  Thomas,  I.  gs,  18^.  Colo- 
nial Records,  V.  477,  ^40,  ^41.  Connecticut  Archives ;  Finance  and  Cur- 
rency, III.  I,  2,  282. 
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manufactures  of  Great  Britain,  or  slaves,  or  felons,  that 
are  imported  into  this  Colony;  and  it  is  a  pleasure  to 
me  that  I  can  assure  your  Lordships  that  there  never 
has  been  any  Act  in  this  Colony  contrary  to  these 
his  Majesty's  instructions.  We  in  this  Colony  are  so 
far  from  incumbering  a  trade  directly  to  Great  Britain, 
that  we  all  lament  the  want  of  it.  We  are  vStudying 
all  ways  possible  to  promote  it,  but  the  want  of  staple 
commodities  wherewith  to  make  our  returns  has  de- 
feated our  projects  hitherto ;  yet  encourage  ourselves 
that  in  a  suitable  time  we  shall  make  some  progress 
therein. 

I  am  also  to  acknowledge  the  favor  of  M^  Pop- 
ple's letter  of  Octob'"  4*^,  1732.  I  am  glad  to  hear  the 
Book  of  Laws  came  safe  to  your  hands,  M\  Popples 
writes  me  that  Your  Lordships  want  other  copies,  to 
inform  you  what  of  our  Laws  are  altered,  or  repeal'd. 
I  am  sorry  I  did  not  prevent  this  trouble,  by  telling 
of  you  in  my  last,  that  all  repeals,  and  alterations  of 
our  Laws,  are  contained  in  the  same  Book  of  our 
Laws,  where  your  Lordships  will  find  them  fully 
inserted  as  they  are:  and  all  those  affairs  and  things 
in  this  Colony,  that  you  desire  to  be  inform'd  of,  are 
the  same  as  when  I  gave  you  my  answers  to  your 
Queries,  saving  that  through  God's  goodness  the  peo- 
ple are  continually  multiplying,  and  our  shipping  is 
as  it  is  inserted  in  the  inclosed.  There  is  no  other 
material  alteration  as  I  know  of. 

I    am    your    Lordships    most    obedient    and    very 
hum^''^   Servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

To  the   Hon^^^   the   Lords   of  Trade,  &c. 

FRANCIS  WILKS   TO   GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 
S\-     You   had    rec'd    an    Answer  to    yo""    favour    of 
the  7*''   June  last  much   sooner,  but  that   I   have  been 
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in  hopes  of  being  able  to  write  you  something  agree- 
able in  relation  to  the  obtaining  an  Aet  for  settling 
the  Reall  Estates  of  Intestates,  without  being  obliged 
at  the  same  time  to  consent  to  accept  an  Explanatory 
Charter.  But  it  is  with  great  Concern  that  I  am  at 
last  forced  to  acquaint  you  that  there  is  very  little 
hopes  of  procuring  one  without  agreeing  to  the  other: 
for  which  reason  I  have  judged  it  most  proper  to  let 
the  Colony  Petition  rest,  till  I  have  your  directions 
whether  I  should  proceed  any  further  in  it  or  not,  and 
which  you'l  please  to  let  me  have  in  your  next. 

The  Preamble '^^  I  sent  you  was  such  a  one  as  I 
conceived  was  proper  to  precede  a  Law  to  be  passed 
for  Governing  the  distribution  of  the  Personal  Estates 
of  Intestates,  and  the  reason  of  setting  forth  how  the 
custom  and  usage  of  the  Province  had  been  in  rela- 
con  to  such  the  Personal  Estates  of  Intestates  was, 
for  that  the  same  was  intended  by  vsuch  Act  to  be  dis- 
tributed in  a  manner  different  from  what  they  would 
go  \)y  the  Statute  Law  of  this  Kingdom,  and  therefore 
to  shew  the  reasonableness  and  justice  of  the  Enacting 
Clauses.  I  thought  it  very  proper,  if  not  necessary,  to 
shew  that  it  only  enacted  what  had  been  long  before 
the  usage  in  the  Colony.  And  which  would  in  my 
Opinion  have  been  sufficient  to  have  supported  such  a 
Law,  as  it  would  not  at  all  have  interfered  with  the 
Comon  Law  of  the  Land,  as  the  Intestate  Law  relating 

*  In  the  Connecticut  Archives^  Civil  Officers^  II.  j'oo,  is  the  report  of  a 
committee,  appointed  by  the  General  Assembly  in  May,  1732,  to  consider 
and  report  "what  is  Needful  and  Best  to  be  further  Enacted  for  the  Set- 
tlement of  Intestate  Estates,  and  how  Creditors  should  obtain  their  Just 
Debts  from  the  Estates  of  persons  Deceased."  They  recommend  that  an 
Act  be  made  for  the  settlement  of  intestate  personal  estates,  similar  to 
the  late  law,  exclusive  of  the  real  estate,  and  that  the  preamble  sent  by 
Mr.  Wilks  be  used.  Also  that  commissioners  should  be  appointed  by  the 
Judge  of  Probate  "to  make  an  Average  of  the  Chattells,  and  personall 
Estates  of  the  Dec'd,  amongst  the  creditors."  No  action  was  taken.  (See 
Appendix.) 

35 
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to  Real  Estates  did.  For  you'l  give  me  leave  to 
inform  you  that  in  England  we  have  two  kinds  of 
Law:  the  one  called  the  Comon  Law  of  the  Land, 
which  in  other  words  is  the  immemoriall,  unalterable 
Customs  of  the  Realm,  and  the  other,  the  Statute  or 
written  Law,  that  is,  what  is  Enacted  to  be  Law,  by 
our  Acts  of  Parliament.  The  Common  Law  is  what 
all  the  first  Settlers  in  our  Plantations  carried  along 
with  them,  and  which  they  are  entituled  to  as  English- 
men. The  Statute  Law,  as  to  such  Acts  as  were  in 
force,  prior  to  the  first  Settlement  of  the  Plantacofis, 
they  likewise  carried  over  with  them :  but  no  Act  of 
Parliament  passed  here,  subsequent  to  their  i'^  Settle- 
ment, does  extend  to  our  Plantations,  unless  they  are 
mentioned  in  it  by  express  name,  or  unless  enacted 
by  Act  of  Assembly  in  the  Plantations.  And  the 
Opinion  of  the  Attorney,  and  Solicitor  Generall,  men- 
tioned in  yo""  wsubsequent  Letter,  was  agreeable  hereto, 
they  having  never  given  any  Opinion  that  the  Com- 
on Law  of  England  did  not  extend  to  the  Planta- 
tions, without  being  enacted  by  Act  of  their  own : 
their  Opinions  being  only  that  our  Plantations  were 
not  affected  by  our  Acts  of  Parliament  made  subse- 
quent to  their  first  Settlement,  unless  re-enacted  over 
again  by  Act  of  Assembly  of  their  own,  or  practised 
under  in  the  Plantations,  or  unless  the  Plantations 
were  expressly  named  in  such  Acts.  This  will,  I  hope, 
set  you  into  the  distinction  between  our  Common  Law, 
and  Statute  Law,  and  the  difference  of  their  Opera- 
tions in  the  Plantations ;  and  from  thence  you'l  easily 
perceive  the  distinction  between  the  descents  of  Real 
Estates,  which  are  governed  by  the  Comon  Law  of 
the  Kingdom,  and  the  distribution  of  Personal  Estates, 
which  with  us  is  settled  by  Act  of  Parliament,  and 
that  his  Majesty  in  Councill  might,  consistent  with  the 
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notions  of  the  Lawyers  here,  approve  an  Act  to  be 
passed  with  yon  for  Settling  the  Personal  Estates  of 
Intestates,  agreeable  to  the  usage  and  practice  of 
Connecticut,  tho  different  from  that  of  England,  and 
yet  annul  an  Act  of  the  same  Colony  touching  the 
settling  the  Course  of  descents  as  to  Real  Estates 
there,  tho  agreeable  to  long  and  uninterrupted  Custom 
with  you,  as  being  contrary  to  the  Course  of  descents 
established   by  the  Comon   Law  of  this   Kingdom. 

The  Act  passed  here,  for  subjecting  real  Estates 
in  the  Plantacofis  to  the  Payment  of  Debts,  does  not 
alter  the  Course  of  Descents,  but  only  Charges  the 
Lands,  in  the  hands  of  the  heir,  with  the  just  debts  of 
the  Person,  by  whose  Death  he  takes  the  Estate,  as  his 
heir  at  Law ;  and  I  do  not  see  how  we  can  make  any 
use  of  this  Act  of  Parliament  in  Support  of  the  Intes- 
tate Law.  That  the  Parliam*  of  G.  Britain  may  alter 
the  Course  of  Descents  here,  or  break  in  upon  any 
other  parts  of  the  Comon  Law,  as  they  shall  judge 
proper,  is  unquestionable;  i3Ut  the  King  in  Council 
will  never,  I  am  afraid,  be  bro't  to  think  that  the 
Assemblys  in  our  Plantations  have  the  like  Power, 
or  that  they  can  in  any  Instance  controul  the  general 
Comon   Law  of  the    Realm. 

The  Contents  of  yo""  Letters  are  vastly  strong  to 
shew  the  reasonableness  of  real  Estates  going  in 
Connecticut,  in  the  manner  settled  by  the  late  Intes- 
tate Law,  and  in  my  own  way  of  thinking  there  are 
many  unanswerable  Arguments  to  be  given  in  Support 
of  an  Act  of  Parliament,  to  establish  all  Descents  in 
Connecticut  according  to  the  method  of  Descents  in 
that  Colony,  before  the  Intestate  Act  w^as  repealed:  but 
if  those  Arguments  are  to  receive  no  weight  but  what 
must  be  derived  from  yo'  accepting  an  explanatory 
Charter,  I  believe  it  may  be  very  natural  to  think 
such   a  remedy  worse   than   the   disease. 
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I  mate  all  due  Acknowledgements  to  you,  and 
to  your  Gen'^  Court,  for  their  ready  Complyance  in 
allowing  my  Accounts,  and  ordering  the  Ballance, 
which  I  have  received;  also  the  Produce  of  One  Hun- 
dred Pounds,  your  money,  for  my  Salary,  remitted  me 
by  M'.  John  Edwards,  of  Boston.  I  received  yours. 
Via  Ireland,  but  Cap"  Smith's  Death  prevented  my 
ever  hearing  anything  of  his  Effects.  Your  letter  to 
M'.  Tho'  Talcot,  in  Warwick  Lane,  I  sent  to  him, 
but  have  not  heard  anything  from  him  since.  I 
deliver'd  your  Letter,  with  the  Book  of  Laws,  to  the 
Secretary  of  the   Lords  of  Trade,  Scc"^. 

Inclosed,    you    have    2     Pamphlets,    which    contain 

the  daily  Occurrences  here.     If  I  can  any  ways  become 

more    serviceable    to   you,    and    to    the    Colony,   than    I 

have  been,   I   shall  be   much   obliged   to   you   for  your 

advice,  and  assure  you  I  shall  with  all  chearfulness  do 

every  thing  in  my  power  you  shall  recommend  to  me. 

I   am,  S^ 

Yo'"   very   much   obliged 

Hum:   Serv*. 

FRA.  WILKS. 

London,  the   14^^  April,  1733. 
To  the  Hon^'^  Joseph   Talcott,  Esq^ 

GOVERNOR  COSBY  OF  NEW  YORK  TO   GOVERNOR 
TALCOTT. 

New  York,  April  the  21'*,  1732  [1733^']. 
Sir:  Complaint  having  been  made  to  me  that 
several  persons  of  the  Town  of  Ridgefield,  and  other 
parts  of  the  borders  of  your  Colony,  have  gone  from 
thence,  into  some  parts  of  this  Province,  particularly 
into  that  part  called  the  Equivalent  Lands,  surrendered 
by   your   Governm*   to    his   Majesty,    and    in   a   riotous, 

*  1733  is  right,  for  Gov.  Cosby  did  not  arrive  in  New  York  until  Aug.  i, 
1732.    See  New  York  Assembly  Journal. 
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and  tumultuous  manner,  pulled  down  and  burnt  a 
dwelling  house,  and  cut  down,  and  destroyed  timber 
and  fences,  and  still  persevering  in  their  evil  disposi- 
tions, threaten  to  commit  the  like  again.  I  have  been 
obliged  in  protection  to  his  Majesty's  Subjects,  to  issue 
a  Proclamation,  and  shall  do  every  thing  else  that  is 
within  my  power,  to  prevent  those  tumults,  and  hostile 
incursions,  and  depredations  for  the  future,  and  to 
punish  the  aggressors  whensoever  they  shall  be  appre- 
hended ;  of  which  I  have  thought  it  proper  to  acquaint 
you,  and  at  the  same  time  to  desire  you  will  be  so 
good  to  take  some  effectual  methods  to  reclaim  the 
people,  under  your  Government,  from  committing  any 
hostilities,  riots,  or  tumults,  henceforth  on  the  borders 
of  this  Province,  without  which  all  that  I  can  do  will 
be  ineffectual  to  preserve  peace  in  that  part  of  my 
Government,  or  that  good  agreement  between  your 
people,  and  ours,  which  ought  to  subsist  between  the 
Subjects  of  his  Majesty,  in  all  parts  of  his  Dominions. 
I  could  not  discharge  my  duty  to  his  Majesty,  and  be 
silent  on  this  occasion ;  and  I  perswade  myself  that 
you,  likewise,  in  duty  to  the  best  of  Kings,  will  exert 
yourself  to  the  utmost  in  preserving  peace  among  his 
Subjects.      I   am.  Sir, 

Your  most   humble   Servant, 

W.   COSBY. 
Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'. 

GOVERNOR  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.* 
Hono^^"   Sir, 

It  is  sometime  since  I  reed  the  Favour  of  any  of 
your's,  which  I  impute  to  the  long  and  dangerous 
Sickness  with  which  it  has  pleased  God  to  Visset  you 
this  last  Winter,  and    1   now  desire   to  join  with  your 

*  From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts   Historical 
Society. 
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hearty  Friends  in  their  humble  Praises  to  Almighty 
God  for  restoring  your  Health,  and  praying  That  you 
may  be  long  continued  still  a  greater  Blessing  to  your 
Country  &   to  your   Family. 

I  intend  you  this,  Sir,  by  the  Hands  of  my 
Nephew  D""  Belcher  Noyes,'^  who  comes  to  your 
General  Court  with  some  of  his  Partners  respecting  a 
Tract  of  Land  at  Bedford,t  of  which  they  have  been 
a  long  Time  in  Possession,  yet  the  Proprietors  are 
inform 'd.  That  some  of  the  People  of  your  Colony 
have  presum'd  to  set  down  upon  some  Parts  of  it. 
But  for  the  Particulars  of  this  Matter  I  must  crave 
your  Honour's  Reference  to  my  Kinsman  &  his  Part- 
ners, not  doubting  but  that  they  will  obtain  from 
you  and  your  hono*"^^  Assembly  all  possible  Justice, 
and  that  you  will  give  effectual  orders  for  removing 
such  People  as  may  have  illegally  or  unreasonably 
attempted   to   disturb   them   in   their  just   Rights. 

I  remain  with  much  Respect  to  yourself  and  your 
Good   Lady, — 

Boston,  Sir, 

May  7:  1733.         your   Honour's 

assured   Friend,  & 

most   obedient   Servant 

Gov--  Talcott.  J.  B 

f   D"^   Noyes 

CAPTAIN  JAMES   PACKER  ^  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
May   it  please  your   honour 

It  hath  been  the  policy  of  all  nations  to  take 
all    proper    Advantages    of    the    Disturbances    of    their 

*  Son  of  Oliver  Noyes,  of  Boston,  and  Ann  Belcher,  sister  of  the  Gov- 
ernor. He  was  born  Oct.  10,  1709;  Harvard  College,  1727;  died  1785. — 
Savage's  Genealogical  Dictionary,  III.  2g8.     Catalogus  Harva^'diance. 

+  Bedford,  N.  Y.,  was  first  organized  under  the  Connecticut  government, 
in  May,  1697,  but  transferred  to  New  York,  by  the  king's  command,  in  1700. 
—  Colonial  Records,  IV.  Jg2,  J28. 

X  Capt.  James  Packer,  of  Groton,  was  born  Sept.  11,  1681.     He  inherited 
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Neig-hbouring-  States,  as  might  be  instanced  in  the  prac- 
tice of  Every  Nation  in  Urope,  if  it  was  my  Design 
to  wright  an  Hystory,  which  in  this  Case  is  altogether 
Needless,  because  I  am  sure  your  Hon""  must  be  fully 
Sensible  of  it  from  your  Acquaintance  with  the  politi- 
cal World.  And  if  this  be  a  proper  Maxim  for  Nations, 
I  cannot  see  why  it  should  not  be  for  every  Incor- 
porated body  politick  like  this  Colony,  of  which  y'' 
Hon'  is  Deservedly  the  Governour  and  Commander: 
And  if  I  thought  my  Inference  (which  is  good  from  a 
Standing  rule  in  Logick  A  Majore  ad  minus  Valet  con- 
seqiientia)  would  not  be  allowed,  I  would  spend  some 
time  in  Endeavouring  to  prove  it.  But  because  it  is 
not  my  Design  to  trouble  your  honour  with  Many 
Words,  I  will  take  it  for  Granted  for  this  time,  that 
it  is  as  well  the  prudence  of  Colonies  and  provinces 
as  of  States  and  Kingdoms  to  take  the  Advantage  of 
their  Neighbour  Colonies  to  promote  their  own  Interest, 
And  from  thence  take  the  liberty  to  Propose 

In  this  Disturbed  Condition  of  the  Massathusets 
whose  Treasury  is  Shut  Up  with  a  great  Sum  of  their 
bills  of  Credit  *  &  is  Daily  Increasing,  when  it  is  likely 
it  will  Continue  so  sometime  thro  the  Disputes  in  the 
Province  about  his  Majesties  Instructions  for  Drawing 
out  the  Money,  when  they  are  wholly  Prohibited 
Emitting  any  more  bills  of  Credit,  &  when  their 
Needs  and  Exigencies  Calls  so  Loudly  for  a  Medium, 
as  well  as  ours,  whether  it  be  not  a  very  Opportune 
Season  by  Emitting  a  Large  Sum  of  publick  bills  upon 
the   Credit   of   this   Colony,  to   Ingross   their  trade  and 

from  his  father  a  controversy  with  the  Indians,  about  the  extent  of  his 
lands  in  Nawayonk  (Groton),  which  he  continued  with  the  town  of  Groton. 
In  1735  it  was  settled  by  commissioners  appointed  by  the  General  Assem- 
bly. He  died  in  1764.  —  yTZ/jj  Caulkins'  History  of  Ne7u  London,  js^.  MS. 
Letter  of  Richard  A.  Wheeler,  Feb.  6,  i8gi.     Colonial  Records,  VIL.  Jj8. 

*  Hutchinson,  II.  380  et  seq.     Felt's  Historical  Account  of  the  Massachu- 
setts Currency,  68-97. 
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consequently  Riches,  and  thereby  to  Shift  the  immence 
burthen  of  Debts  which  now  lie  upon  our  Shoulders 
on   to   theirs. 

It  seems  now  to  be  in  your  hon"  Power  to 
Establish  such  a  Merchandize  in  this  Colony,  as  would 
Exceed  anything  that  hath  ever  been  done  of  this 
kind  in  New  England,  and  which  I  humbly  conceive 
could  not  be  effected,  were  it  not  for  the  present 
Troubles  of  the   Massethusets. 

And  if  my  Weak  Sentiments  and  Crude  Obser- 
vations are  Just,  a  little  Delay  will  render  it  utterly 
Impracticable.  For  it  is  Notorious  that  the  Colony 
att  present  is  very  much  in  Debt  to  Boston  &  New- 
port. And  some  who  are  Good  Judges  say,  that  by 
a  Modest  Computation,  one  fifth  part  of  this  whole 
Colony  one  way  and  another,  is  under  Mortgage, 
which  proves  us  to  be  in  a  Sinking  State.  And 
when  a  thing  is  Sinking  it  Increases  its  Velocity  till 
it  comes  to  the  Bottom,  which  will  be  our  Situation, 
either  when  our  Mortgage  Deeds  are  sued  out,  or 
when  we  only  take  up  Money  to  pay  these  '  Mortgages, 
which  makes  me  say  a  little  delay  will  render  a  flour- 
ishing trade  Impracticable,  because  when  our  Debts 
grow  bigger,  our  Dunns  will  be  more  Severe.  And 
if  att  length  bills  should  be  Emitted,  they  would 
imediately  be  Improved  to  Ballance  our  Accounts, 
whereas,  it  is  to  be  hop'd  that  if  they  were  Emitted 
at  this  Juncture  we  might  soon  gain  our  Debts,  and 
Inrich  ourselves  with  foreign  Commodities  by  fair 
trading. 

I  know  it  is  commonly  said  in  answer  to  this  way 
of  thinking  that  it  is  best  to  keep  the  Colony  out  of 
Debt,  and  from  being  Involved.  This  I  acknowledge 
if  it  could  be  Done.  But  few  of  these  Men  are  prac- 
tical Politicians,  they*  do  not  act  upon  their   principles, 
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but  Live  and  Die  in  Debt,  and  therefore  seeing-  we 
must  be  in  Debt,  I  conceive  it  is  best  being  in  Debt 
to  ourselves.  I  might  enlarge  upon  this  Subject  from 
many  considerations,  but  particularly  from  the  Disturb- 
ance this  Colony  sufferd  the  Winter  past,  by  a  set  of 
men  push'^  on  by  their  Distressing  Wants  to  Doe 
Something   for  their  own   Relief.* 

From  which  Instance  it  is  plain  that  the  Colony 
suffers  for  want  of  a  Medium.  What  else  can  account 
for  the  Swift  Currancy  of  the  New  London  Society 
bills  thro  so  many  hands.  A  Mere  Chimera  which 
had  no  foundation  but  in  the  Wants  of  the  good  peo- 
ple of  the  Colony,  who  took  the  Money  because  they 
Wish^  it  might  come  to  Something,  being  ready  to 
Catch  att   every  Twig  in   hope   to  escape  Drowning. 

All  these  things  concerning  our  Relation  with 
our  Neighbour  Province,  and  our  own  wants,  I  hum- 
bly propose  to  your  honour  whether  a  large  Emittance 
of  bills  of  publick  Credit,  disposed  in  a  proper  method 
for  trade  and  merchandize,  which  your  Honour  and 
the  honourable  Assembly  can  wisely  Direct,  might 
not  att  this  time,  be  a  great  profit  and  happyness  to 
the  Good  people  of  this  Colony,  and  a  great  Enco- 
mium upon  your  honour's  wise  government  and  Ever- 
lasting Memory. 

2'y.  Whether  we  should  not  think  it  a  very  great 
hardship,  as  they  do  in  the  Massathusets  Province,  if 
his  Majesty  should  send  your  honour  peremptory  In- 
structions against  Emitting  any  more  bills  of  Credit. 
And  if  so  then 

3'y.  Whether  we  are  wise  in  letting  slip  the 
Opportunity,  and   whether   posterity  will   not   reproach 

*  The  disturbance  of  business  in  the  Colony,  caused  by  the  operations 
of  the   New   London   Society,  was  so  great  that   an   extra  session   of  the 
Legislature  was  convened  in  February,  1733,  to  consider  the  best  method 
of  dealing  with  the  affair.     See  pages  268-70. 
36 
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US  with  the  Sin  &  folly  of  hiding .  Our  Tallent  in  a 
Napkin.  '' 

4^y.  Whether  it  would  not  be  proper  to  Encour- 
age the  Natural  Disposition  of  the  people  which  seems 
to  be  mightily  set  upon  Trade  &  merchandize. 

5^^.  Whether  a  flourishing  trade  would  not  verry 
much  contribute  to  the  peopling  our  Colony,  &  the 
Improvement  of  our  Lands,  Good  Marketts  being  uni- 
versally allowed  to  be  the  Greatest  Encouragements 
to  husbandry  and  agriculture.  These  things  I  most 
humbly  propose,  and  do  assure  your  Honour  that  I 
have  .No  End  in  giving  your  Honour  this  trouble, 
further  than  to  let  your  Honour  know  that  I  speak 
the   Mind    of   Abundance   of    the   Good   people   of   this 

Colony. 

I  am  in  all  Duty,  your  Honour  s 

Most   Dutyfull 

Most   affectionate 

&   most  humble   Servant, 

JAMES   PACKER. 

Groton,  May  f^\    1733. 

To  the   Hon^'^  Governour 

OF  CONNECTTICUT  COLONY. 

GOVERNOR  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.* 
Nouo"''   Sir, 

This  accompanies  my  Son  And'^f  going  to  take 
an  Inspection  of  my  Lands  &  other  Concerns  in  your 
Colony,  and  I  have  order'd  him  to  pay  his  Duty  to 
your  Honour,  and  shall  much  esteem  your  Favour  & 
advice  in  any  Thing,  wherein  he  may  have  occasion 
therefor,  and   I   shall   always  be  ready   to  return   it   in 


*  From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

+  Andrew  Belcher,  the  Governor's  oldest  son,  was  born  Nov.  17,  1706; 
Harvard  College,  1724;  lived  at  Milton;  a  member  of  the  Council;  died  at 
Milton,  Jan.  24,  1771.  — I/isL-Gen.  Register,  XXV  11.  241. 
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any   acceptable    Services    you    may    ask    of    me    Here, 

being  — 

Sir, 

Boston,  your   Honour's 
May   10:    1733:  most   obedient,  & 

Gov""  Talcott.  most  humble  Servant 

f   A.   B.  J:    B- 

COL.  ADAM  WINTHROP*  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
Hon^^^  Sir:  Your  favour  of  the  8^'^  of  March  last 
came  to  my  hand  not  long  since.  I  have  communi- 
cated the  same  to  the  Commissioners,  to  whom  it 
proves  very  acceptable,  and  they  are  ready  to  give  all 
proper  encouragement  to  the  Indians  therein  men- 
tion'd.  As  to  the  Youth  of  eighteen  years  old,  who  is 
of  such  an  exemplary  Conversation,  they  desire  you 
will  please  to  send  for  him  and  to  discourse  him,  and 
if  he  inclines  to  be  bro't  up  to  Grammar,  and  even 
Colledge  Learning,  with  a  resolution  to  become  a  Min- 
ister to  the  Indians,  the  Commissioners  will  be  at  the 
charge  of  it,  and  in  that  case,  if  you  will  order  him 
to  be  furnished  with  Homespun  Coat,  Jacket,  and 
Breeches,  two  Shirts,  Stockings,  Shoes  and  Hat,  after 
the  English  Fashion,  and  send  me  a  Bill  of  the  cost, 
and  it  shall  be  answered,  and  we  desire  you  to  send 
us   his   name   ^   the   next   opportunity. 

I  shall  send  some  Blankets  according  to  your  pro- 
posal, for  the  encouragement  of  the  Indian  Lads  or 
Girls,  and  the  Commissioners  desire  the  School  Master 
of    Farmington    or   some    School    Dame    to   instruct   as 

*  Col.  Adam  Winthrop  was  born  March  3,  1676;  Harvard  College,  1694.; 
he  was  colonel  of  the  Boston  Regiment ;  captain  of  Castle  William ;  long 
a  member  of  the  Massachusetts  Council;  Judge  of  the  Court  of  Common 
Pleas,  and  some  time  Chief  Justice ;  also  treasurer  in  New  England  of  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  New  England,  etc.  He  died 
Oct.  2,  1743.  — Z>;-rt>(vV  History  of  Boston,  ^2.  MS.  Letter  from  R.  C.  Win- 
throp, fr.,  Oct.  2j,  i8go. 
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many  of  either  sex  as  desire  to  learn,  and  upon  a  cer- 
tificate from  M'  Whitman,  the  Minister  of  the  Town, 
of  the  number  he  instructs,  and  the  time  he  teaches 
'em,  he  shall  be  paid  for  each  of  them  in  the  same 
proportion  that  he  has  for  an  English  Scholar,  and  if 
he  instructs  the  promising  Indian  Lad  in  Grammar 
learning,  he  shall  have  a  suitable  consideration  for  it. 
Hoping  you  will  please  to  inform  me  in  a  short  time 
what  steps  are  taken  herein,  I  subscribe, 

V   Honour's  most   Humble  and   Obedient   Servant, 

ADAM   WINTHROP. 

Boston,  May   17,   1733. 

If  the  Indian  Youth  does  not  desire  to  be  bro't  up 
to  Learning  and  be  a  Minister,  he  is  not  then  to  be 
Clothed  in  the  English  Fashion,  but  only  to  have  the 
largest   Blanket. 

The   Hon'''*'  Joseph   Talcot,  Esq. 

GOVERNOR    TALCOTT  TO   FRANCIS   WILKS. 

Hartford,  June  5^'\  1733. 

Sir:  I  hope  that  long  before  now  you  have  come 
to  hand  mine  of  June  7^'\  1732,  as  also  the  silver  and 
gold  sent  you  p'  John  Edwards  of  Boston,  p'"  ace*  and 
on  the  risque  of  this  Colony,  shipt  on  board  the  ship 
Union,  John  Homans  Master,  who  sail'd  from  Boston, 
November,  1732.*  Also,  mine  of  February  12*^,  1732/3, 
with  M"^  John  Edwards'  of  Boston  Letter  inclosed  in 
it;  containing  in  it  what  silver  and  gold  was  sent  p^ 
Cap*  John  Homans  aforesaid.  Sir,  I  have  not  received 
one  line  from  you  for  a  long  time,  none  in  answer 
to  any  of  the  forementioned ;  only  one  from  you  of 
OctoV  9*",  1732,  and  one  of  Octob''  28*^  1733  [sic\  and 
not  any  other  since. 

I   am   to   inform   you   that   our   Gen"    Assembly   in 

*  See  page  267. 
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May  last  have  granted  your  Salary  of  i^ioo,  our  Bills 
of  Credit.  If  you  would  appoint  some  friend  of  yours 
in  Boston  to  receive  it,  so  far  as  your  Salary,  at  least, 
as  hath  been  the  constant  usage  of  all  our  agents  from 
the  beginning:  and  indeed  all  other  payments  due  to 
our  former  agents,  for  their  services  and  disbursements 
for  this  Colony,  done  in  England,  hath  always  been 
ordered  and  delivered  to  Gentlemen  the  agents  have 
ordered  in  Boston  to  receive  it  for  them,  altho'  the 
latter  may  be  more  justly  demandable  in  England, 
where  the  debt  is  contracted  or  made ;  yet  if  it  might 
be  paid  in  Boston  it  would  be  an  ease  to  us,  and  it's 
possible  no  damage  to  you.  And,  Sir,  as  hope  deferred 
makes  the  heart  sick:  so  I  am  in  long  expectation 
of  your  answers,  and  have  had  none  to  any  one  of 
the  foregoing,  and  particularly  of  that  p""  Cap*  John 
Homans.  However,  I  have  sent  these  lines,  and  hope 
you'l  send  an  answer  to  this  and  the  rest,  p""  the  first 
opportunity,  in  the  doing  of  which  you'l  oblige,  Sir, 
Your  humble  Servant, 

J:    TALCOTT. 

P.  S.  I  hope  if  any  Acts  of  Parliament  are  passed 
that  reach  the  Plantation,  you'l  send  copies,  and  charge 
us  with  the  cost. 

JOHN   EDWARDS  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Boston,  June  the  22",  1733. 
S'':  Yours  of  the  6^''  Instant  I  rec"*  with  the  en- 
closed Letter  for  Francis  Wilks,  Esq',  which  I  purpose 
to  send  p*"  Cap*  Samuel  Cary,  who  says  he  shall  sail  on 
Wednesday  or  Thursday  next.  I  have  carefully  en- 
quired for  your  Letters  from  London,  but  have  not  yet 
heard  of  any.  I  have  Rec^  a  Letter  from  M""  Wilks, 
which  gives  me  an  ace*  of  the  Silv  and  gold  I  sent  to 
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him,   being    short    I    have    hereunder    inserted    a    Copy 
thereof.      I   am   S^   with   all   due   Respects, 
Your  Hon'"'  humble   Serv* 

JOHN   EDWARDS. 

London,  8  Feb^   1732/3. 
M"-   John  Edwards. 

S\-  I  am  fav*^  with  yours  of  the  21'*  of  October, 
inclosing  a  Bill  of  Lading  for  some  Silv  and  Gold  pf 
Cap*  Homans,  p""  order  of  the  Hon^^^  Gov  Talcott, 
which  I  have  Rec*^  in  Safety,  and  shall  apply  the  same 
as  directed,  if  in  anything  can  be  serviceable  to  you 
here,  please  to  Command 
Sr 

Your  most  Obedi*  Serv* 

FRA.  WILKS. 

Shipped  by  the  Grace  of  GOD,  in  good  Order  and 
well  Conditioned,  by  John  Edwards,  on  the  ace*  and 
risque  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut,  in  and  upon  the 
good  Ship  called  the  Union,  whereof  is  Master  under 
GOD  for  this  present  Voyage,  John  Homans,  and  now 
Riding  at  Anchor  in  the  Harbor  of  Boston,  and  by 
God's  Grace  bound  for  London  .  .  .  To  say,  seven 
Moidores,  Three  French  and  one  Spanish  pistoles,  and 
one  hundred  Ninety-Seven  Ounces  and  an  half  of 
French  and  Spanish  Silv  money,  Troy  weight,  in  a 
Bag  .  .  .  Being  Marked  and  Numbered  as  in  the  Mar- 
gent,"^'  and  are  to  be  delivered  in  the  like  good  Order 
and  well  Conditioned,  at  the  aforesaid  Port  of  London, 
(the  Danger  of  the  Seas  only  excepted),  unto  Francis 
Wilks,  Esq"",  or  to  his  Assigns,  he  or  they  paying 
Freight  for  the  said  Goods,  two  lb**  with  Primage  and 
Average  accustomed.  In  witness  whereof  the  Master 
or  Purser  of  the  said  vShip  hath  affirmed  to  three  Bills 
of  Lading,  all  of  this  Tenor  and  Date,  One  of  which 
three  Bills  being  Accomplished,  the  other  two  to  stand 
Void.  And  so  GOD  send  the  good  Ship  to  her  desired 
Port  in  safety.  Amen.  Dated  in  Boston  in  New  Eng- 
land, October  the  21*^*,  1732. 
JO   HOMANS. 

*  No  C  C  I. 
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FRANCIS    WILKS    TO    GOVERNOR    TALCOTT. 

LoND°,  prmo  Septem'",  1733. 

S':  I  am  favour''  with  yours  of  the  5*^  of  June, 
when  no  letter  from  me  had  reach'd  your  hands  for  a 
considerable  time.  I  was  not  prepared  to  write  you 
by  the  first  Shipping  in  the  Spring,  which  was  the 
occasion  of  it,  but  I  doubt  not  you'd  receive  a  long 
letter  from  me  soon  after  the  date  of  yours,  which  I 
hope  will  give  satisfaction.  I  am  waiting  to  hear  from 
you,  when  I  shall  write  you  again.  I  thank  the  Gen- 
erall  Assembly  for  what  they  have  voted  me,  and  by 
this  opportunity  I  have  wrote  to  M""  John  Edwards,  of 
Boston,  who  remitted  me  the  former  money,  and  have 
desir'd  him  to  receive  the  One  Hundred  Pounds  you 
now  mention,  on  my  acco^  and  remit  me,  to  whom  if 
you  please  to  pay  it,  I  shall  be  much  obliged.  I  now 
inclose  you  the  Act  pass'd  last  Session,  relating  to  the 
Trade  with  the  French  and  Dutch  Islands,*  which  is 
what   offers  at  present   from,   D""   S'" : 

Your  much   Obliged   and   Hum :   Serv*. 

FRA.  WILKS. 

To  the  Hon^'i":  Jos.  Talcott,  Esq^ 


*  An  Act  for  the  Better  Securing  and  Encouraging  the  Trade  of  his 
Majesty's  Sugar  Colonies  in  America,  passed  in  February,  1733.  It  was 
enacted,  that  after  Dec.  25,  1733,  gd.  per  gallon  was  to  be  paid  for  rum  and 
spirits  made  in  the  American  plantations,  not  belonging  to  his  Majesty, 
on  importation  to  the  British  plantations,  6d.  per  gallon  for  molasses  and 
syrups,  and  5s.  per  cwt.tfor  sugars  and  paneles  \_panela,  brown  sugar.  —  Sp.^ 
These  duties  to  be  paid  down  in  ready  money  by  the  importers,  before  the 
landing  of  the  goods;  and  if  the  said  goods  be  landed  before  entry  and 
payment,  they  shall  be  forfeited,  and  may  be  seized ;  and  all  such  offenses 
and  forfeitures  may  be  prosecuted  for  and  recovered  in  the  court  of  admi- 
ralty, or  in  any  court  of  record  in  the  said  colonies  or  plantations.  And  it 
was  further  enacted  that  after  Dec.  25,  1733,  no  sugars,  paneles,  syrups,  or 
molasses,  of  the  growth,  product,  and  manufactures  of  any  of  the  colonies 
of  America,  nor  any  rum  or  spirits  of  America,  except  of  the  growth  or 
manufacture  of  his  Majesty's  sugar  colonies  there,  shall  be  imported  into 
the  kingdom  of  Ireland,  but  such  only  as  shall  be  fairly  and  bona  fide 
loaded  and  shipped  in  Great  Britain,  under  penalty  of  forfeiting  all  such 
goods,  and  also  the  ship  in  which  the  same  were  imported.     Severe  penalties 
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GOVERNOR   BELCHER  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.* 

Hono^^^   Sir: 

My  Kinsman  D'  Noyes  brought  me  your  Favour 
of  25:  May  last;  and  this  bring-s  you  my  hearty 
Thanks  for  your  Civility  to  him,  &  to  my  Son,  which 
I  shall  always  be  glad  to  return  to  any  Friend  of 
your's  when   you'll   please   to   command   me.  — 

I  am  very  sorry  M'  Sec''^'  Willard  did  not  send  a 
full  Copy  of  the  Order  past  here  for  ;f)erambulating 
the  Bounds  betwixt  your  Colony  and  this  Province, 
which  I  have  since  directed  him  to  do,  «&  hope  the 
matter  will  be  done,  because  it  will  be  a  publick  Good 
to  both   Provinces.!  — 

This    I    intend    by   your   worthy    Brother   in    Law, 
Maj'  Sewall:}:  (who  is  my  good  Friend).     I  wish  him  & 
his   Lady  a  very  pleasant  Journey,  &  remain  with  my 
best   Regards  to  yourself  &  Mad'"  Talcott, 
Sir, 

Boston,  your   Honour's 

Sept"-:   22:    1733.  most   obed^   humble   Serv*: 

Gov'^  Talcott,  J:   B. 

f   Maj'-   Sewall. 


were  provided  for  officers  conniving  at  fraudulent  importation,  and  for 
the  masters  of  ships  permitting  such  importation  on  their  vessels.  It  was 
also  enacted  that  the  provisions  of  the  act  shall  not  prevent  the  importa- 
tion of  sugars  from  the  Spanish  or  Portuguese  dominions,  as  formerly.— 
6  George  II.  Cap.  ij. 

*  From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

+  Colonial  Records,  VII.  469.  Acts  and  Resolves  of  the  Province  of  Mas- 
sachusetts Bay,  II.  517. 

X  This  relationship  seems  somewhat  roundabout.  Major  Samuel  Sewall 
was  "a  highly  accomplished  merchant"  of  Boston,  son  of  Stephen  Sewall 
of  Salem,  where  he  was  born  Nov.  24,  1689.  He  married,  Jan.  i,  171 7,  Kath- 
erine  George,  widow  of  Nathan  Howell,  a  merchant  in  Boston,  son  of  Col. 
Matthew  Howell  of  Southampton,  L.  I.,  and  brother  of  Eunice  (Howell) 
Wakeman,  the  wife  of  Gov.  Talcott.  Nathan  Howell  died  May  2,  1716,  and 
in  June  following.  Dr.  Cotton  Mather  was  appointed  administrator  on  his 
estate,  a  position  which  caused  him  much  annoyance.     There  is  a  curious 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  THE   GENERAL  ASSEMBLY. 
To  the   Honourable  General  Assembly  sitting  at  New 

Haven,  Octob'*   2^,  Thirsday,  A.  D.    1733. 
Gnitleinen  : 

I  now  address  you,  on  a  business  which  would 
be  as  unwelcome  to  me  as  it  may  be  to  you,  if 
Necessitie  did  not  oblige  me  thereunto.  I  would  with- 
out repetition  acquaint  you,  that  I  have  for  some 
time  had  the  honour  of  being  Gover""  of  this  Colony, 
and  to  the  utmost  of  my  power  have  serv'd  the  king 
and  this  Gover^  in  that  Capacity,  and  I  think  I 
shall  not  have  occasion  to  tell  you  that  all  the  fees 
of  Courts  and  officers  are  advanced  since  my  Coming 
into  the  Chair,  and  that  'tis  but  a  part  of  the  time 
that  I  have  been  Gover""  that  I  have  had  the  Salary 
allow'd  to  me  that  was  to  my  predecessors,  altho  all 
Necessaries  of  life  are  advanct,  and  upon  some  years 
Experience  can  now  tell  you  that  I  am  not  so  able 
to  support  the  honour  of  the  place  I  am  caird  to,  as 
when  I  first  accepted  the  office.  My  building,  Sickness, 
and  other  Charges  lately  fallen  upon  me,  hath  sensi- 
bly altered  my  circumstances,  (and  I  hope  'tis  not  my 
bad  husbandry).  Therefore  I  hope  with  Reason  I 
may  expect  some  further  allowance  from  this  honour- 
able Assembly,  which  will  be  a  further  obligation 
on  me  to  do  my  utmost  in  the  Service  of  this  Gov- 
ernment." 
_______  J.   TALCOTT. 

letter  in  4  Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.  II.  122^  detailing  his  grievances,  and  abus- 
ing Mr.  Sewall.  In  UphavCs  Salem  Witchcraft,  II.  4S1,  mention  is  made  of 
Se wall's  attempt  in  1738  to  obtain  redress  for  the  victims,  or  descendants 
of  the  victims  of  "the  calamities  in  1692."  Sewall  died  in  Boston,  May  5, 
1757.  He  is  mentioned  on  page  163  of  this  volume,  in  a  letter  from  Gov- 
ernor Talcott  to  Governor  Belcher.  —  Savage^ s  Genealogical  Dictionary,  IV. 
j6.  N.  E.  Ilist.-Gen.  Register,  I.  igi.  Suffolk  Co.  Probate  Records,  XIX. 
iig. 

*  The  Assembly  granted  him  ;^ioo.  —  Connecticut  Archives;   Civil  Offi- 
cers, II.  216. 
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CAPT.   JOHN   MASON  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

MOHEGAN,   Oct.    8^\    1733. 
Hon''''  Sir: 

I  herewith  send  inclosed  Ben  Uncus's  Petition. 
He  is  of  late  greatly  Reformed,  and  vSome  of  his 
People.  He  has  himself  and  his  Wife,  of  late  began 
to  learn  to  Read,  and  they  give  their  Minds  to  learn- 
ing, and  have  for  the  time  they  have  been  learning 
made  great  progress.  Some  other  Elderly  Persons 
have  begun  to  learn  to  Read,  and  many  Youngerly 
Persons  can  Read  in  their  Bibles.  Since  they  had 
a  Minister'^  (which  is  About  Seven  Weeks)  they  have 
attended  Publick  Worship  the  greater  part  of  them, 
and  they  give  Good  Attention  to  what  is  said  unto 
them,  &  some  have  learned  to  be  Effected.  I  have 
had  greater  Success  this  Year  than  Ever  I  ha^  before 
among  them  which  greatly  encourages  me  in  my 
Work.  Your  Honour  is  not  Unsensible  of  the  great 
Damage  that  Strong  Liquors  have  been  to  this  People, 
who  have  been  so  much  addicted  to  Drink  to  Excess. 
Notwithstanding  the  Strictness  of  our  law  against  Sell- 
ing of  Strong  Liquors  to  them,  yet  they  Doe  by  One 
means  or  Another  get  great  Quantities,  and  bring  to 
the  town  by  which  they  still  uphold  the  Drunken  frol- 
icke.  I  want  much  to  have  this  practice  prevented. 
But  I  am  Sensible  if  I  should  undertake  to  prevent  It 
by  using  Strict  means  with  them,  that  I  should 
thereby  Disgust  them,  and  so  not  be  likely  to  be  Ser- 
visable  unto  them  In  my  Place.  The  Most  likely  and 
Suitable   way   (to   prevent    the    Evil   Practise)   which   I 

*At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners  in  Boston  for  the  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  New  England,  May  25,  1733,  it  was  voted  that 
a  minister  be  provided  for  the  Mohegan  Indians,  and  Rev,  Dr.  Colman  and 
Rev.  Dr.  Sewall  "were  desired  to  look  out  for  a  suitable  person  for  that 
•service."  "July  19,  1733,  Docf  Colman  and  Docf  Sewall  having  recom- 
mended M'  Jonathan  Barber  of  Springfield  as  a  very  suitable  person  to  be 
employed  as  a  Minister  to  the  Mohegan  Indians,  a  Letter  from  s'^  Barber 
was  read  signifying  his  willingness  to  engage  in  that  service;  Voted  that 
the  Secretary  write  to  him  to  repair  thither  as  soon  as  may  be."  —  Manuscript 
Minutes  of  I  he  Meetings  of  the  Commissioners  in  Boston. 
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have  thought  of  is  this:  That  two  or  Three  Men 
Should  be  Appointed  and  Impowred  to  Seize  Quan- 
tities of  Strong*  Liquors  that  the  Indians  at  any  time 
Should  be  Known  to  have,  and  to  prosecute  to  Effect 
Such  Persons  as  Should  be  Known  to  Sell  unto  them. 
The  most  Suitable  Persons  lii  the  Neighbor-Hood  that 
I  can  think  of  are,  Cap*  Christopher  Avery,  of  Grauton, 
and  M''  Jona*''  Bruster,  of  Norwich,  &  M""  Nathaniel 
Lothrup,  of  New  London.  These  Persons,  I  Believe 
(though  I  have  not  Discoursed  with  all  them  about 
this)  would  by  the  Appointment  of  the  Court  Accp* 
of  the  Post  &  be  faithful  therein.  I  Doubt  not  but 
your  Honour  looks  at  the  Good  of  the  People,  and 
that  you  will  be  willing  to  doe  what  you  think  is  most 
for  their  Good. 

S--  I  am  your  Humble  Servant,  JOHN  MASON. 

Joseph  Talcott,  Esq"-  —  Governor  of  Connecticut  — 
Now   at   New    Haven. 

The  Petition  of  Ben  Uncas,'^  Sachem  of  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  To  the  Honourable  General  Court,  now 
Sitting  In  New  Haven. 

Your  Petitioner  Abundantly  thankful  for  the  Care 
that  has  been  taken  Many  Years  past  in  the  [instructing 
of?J  him  and  His  People  and  Especially  that  it  has 
pleased  the  Gentlemen  of  Boston  to  send  us  a  Minis- 
ter, whose  Continuance  Among  us  is  greatly  Desired 
by  us,  that  we  might  be  acquainted  with  the  Principles 
of  Religion,  which  our  Fathers  for  Generations  past  have 
been  greatly  Ignorant  of.  I  my  Self  would  Gladly  have 
waited  upon  the  Honourable  Court  if  I  were  able,  But 
having  been  of  late  Sick,  and  now  being  a  Cripple,  I  am 
not  able  to  doe  it.  I  find  that  notwithstanding  the  Care 
that  has  been  taken  of  us  yet  we  are  under  Sorrowful 
Circumstances.     Our  Good  is  greatly  obstructed  by  Rea- 

*  Ben  Uncas  was  the  son  of  Ben  Uncas,  Sachem  of  Mohegan,  and  grand- 
son of  Uncas,  the  friend  of  the  first  settlers  of  Connecticut.  He  succeeded 
his  father  in  1726.  His  rights  to  the  title  were  disputed  by  Mason,  and  formed 
part  of  the  famous  Mohegan  controversy.  He  died  in  1749,  and  was  proba- 
bly born  in  1695,  as  he  stated  before  the  Commissioners  in  1743  that  he  was  in 
the  forty-eighth  year  of  his  age.  —  DcForesfs  History  of  the  Indians  of  Con- 
necticut^ J2i^  J22^  447.     Connecticut  and  the  Mohegan  Indians^  Jog. 
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son  of  Strong  Liquors  being  brought  in  such  great 
Quantities  into  our  Town,  (Cyder  by  the  Barrel,  and 
Rhum  by  the  Gallon).  English  Men  often  bring  great 
Quantities  of  Strong  Liquor  up  the  River  to  us,  and 
whatsoever  we  have  that  they  want  they  purchase  with 
it,  and  our  Indians  often  Buy  great  Quantities  of  Strong 
Drink  in  the  Neighbouring  Towns.  —  And  my  Humble 
Petition  is  that  there  might  be  some  way  found  out 
whereby  the  Evil  Practise  might  be  Suppressed.'-'^' 


BEN  _^J^   UNCAS 
[Oct.  1733.]  ^<T^ 

GOVERNOR  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.f 
Sir, 

Majf;  Sewall  brought  me  your  Honour's  Favour  of 
2:  psent,  and  In  Answer  to  what  you  say  respecting 
the  Perambulation  of  the  Lines  betwixt  your  Colony 
&  this,  I  have  got  an  Act  past  in  Form,  by  the 
Assembly  here,  and  now  inclose  it,  not  doubting,  but 
your  Assembly  will  conform  thereto,  that  so  necessary 
a  Work  may  be  got  thorro''.—  This  I  intend  by  my 
worthy  Friend  Abiel  Walley,  Esq.,:|:  to  whom  I  shall 
esteem  your  Honour's  Civility  &  Respect.  M"  Belcher 
joins  her  best  Respects  to  yourself  &  Mad"":  Talcott  to 

those  of, — 

Sir 

Yr    Honour's   assured   Friend,  & 
most   humble  Serv*. 

J   B: 
Boston,  Ocf:  25:   1733. 

Gov  Talcott. 

f   Mr   Walley. 

The  Act  is  not  ready  but  y^  Secry  will  send  it  in 
a  few  dayes.     ' 

*  The  Assembly  passed  an  Act  for  the  more  effectual  Preventing  the 
Selling  of  Strong  Drink  to  the  Mohegan  Indians,  in  October,  1733;  and 
Adonijah  Fitch  and  Abraham  Avery,  living  in  Mohegan,  were  appointed 
to  see  that  its  provisions  were  enforced.  —  Colonial  Records,  VII.  4'j2. 

•j-  From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

$  Abiel  Walley  was  born  in  Boston,  Aug.  30,  1686;  died  in  1759.  —  Savage's 
Genealogical  Dictionary,  IV.  400.     Suffolk  County  Probate  Records. 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   FRANCIS  WILKS. 

Sir:  I  have  since  my  last  to  you  received  the 
favor  of  yours  of  the  14^''  of  April,  1733,*  upon  which 
I  inform  you  that  our  Gen''  Assembly  do  not  advise 
that  you  proceed  to  carry  our  Address  (lying  before 
his  Majesty)  into  the  Parliament,  without  you  receive 
further  advice  from  them  on  that  head. 

I  acknowledge  your  favor  in  your  information 
relating  to  the  Common  Law  and  the  Statute  Laws 
of  England,  and  how  far  you  suppose  the  Plantations 
are  obliged  by  them ;  yet  take  leave  to  say  that  it's  a 
thing  not  generally  received  that  the  Statute  Laws  of 
England,  as  to  such  as  were  in  force  prior  to  the  first 
settlement  of  the  Plantation,  are  the  Laws  of  the  Plant- 
ation, unless  they  are  mentioned  in  them  by  express 
name,  or  enacted  by  the  Assembly  in  the  Plantation, 
any  more  than  those  that  are  made  subsequent  to 
our  first  settlement  in  the  Plantations.  But  I  shall 
not   controvert   that   matter,  but  let   it   rest. 

I  have  rec'd  yours  of  the  i'*  of  Septemb"",  i733,t 
have  now  sent  the  One  Hundred  Pounds  granted  by 
our  Assembly  in  May  last,  (according  to  your  desire,) 
to  M""  John  Edwards  in  Boston.  I  acknowledge  the 
favor  of  the  Acts  inclosed  to  me,  that  passed  the  last 
Sessions  of  Parliament,  relating  to  the  trade  with  the 
French  and  Dutch  Islands,  and  hope  you'l  please  from 
time  to  time  inform  us  in  any  thing  that  affects  the 
Colony  and  Gov^'ment  of  Connecticut :  and  if  any 
thing  appears  to  be  forming  to  our  hurt,  you'l  season- 
ably appear  on  our  behalf,  and  you'l  oblige,  Sir, 
This   Colony,  and  your  hum'''    Servant, 

J:   TALCOTT. 

Hartford,  NovemV   10*'',    1733. 
To  Francis  Wilks,  Esq^ 

*  See  page  272.  ^  See  Page  287. 
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GOVERNOR  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.* 

Hond'^'   Sir, 

Having-  occasion  to  send  some  Writings  to  my 
Son  at  London  t  that  are  recorded  by  M^'  Sec^>^  Wyllys, 
I  have  desir'd  him  to  draw  two  Certificates,  with  the 
seal  of  the  Colony,  which  he  will  present  to  your  Hon- 
our, and  I  pray  your  Favour  in  signing  them. 

With  my  humble  Service  to  Mad'":  Talcott  &  all 
your  good   Family,   I   remain, 

your   Honour's 

Most   obd*:   humble   Servant 

Boston,  J:  B. 

.March    5:    1733/4- 
Gov  Talcott. 
f   John   Shepherd. 

FRANCIS   WILKS  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

S"" :  I  have  the  favour  of  yours  of  the  10*''  of 
Novem".  last,  and  shall  duly  observe  the  contents.  I 
should  have  wrote  you  by  one  of  the  first  Spring 
Ships  for  Boston,  but  being  much  hurried,  and  having 
nothing  material  to  advise  you,  I  hope  you'l  excuse  it. 

The  House  of  Lords  have  appointed  a  Committee 
to  examine  into  the  affairs  of  the  Plantations,  and 
have  ordered  a  Report  made  by  the  Board  of  Trade 
to  be  printed,  (one  of  which  you  have  inclosed.);}:  They 
have  not  as  yet  done  any  thing  in  the  affair,  nor 
I  believe  will  do  this  Session,  but  it's  thought  they 
will  prepare  something  relating  to  the  Manufacturys, 
against  next  Session.  I  was  present  one  day  in  the 
House  of  Lords,  when  it  was  mentioned  in  a  speech 
that   the   Constitution   of  some   of  our   Plantations  was 


*  From  the  original  in   the  possession   of  the   Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

+  Jonathan  Belcher,  Jr.,  the  Governor's  younger  son.        %  See  Appendix. 
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inconsistent  with  the  Interest  of  England,  and,  ought 
to  be  new  IModel'd ;  but  whether  anything  of  that 
nature  be  design 'd  I  know  not.  My  best  services  shall 
not  be  wanting  whenever  any  thing  offers  that  con- 
cerns the  Colony  or  Government  of  Connecticut.  I  am 
not  fully  prepared  to  answer  your  other  letter  of  the 
10^^  of  Novem"",  but  shall  give  you  the  best  account 
I  can  of  that  affair  in  my  next.  I  am,  S"", 
Your  most   Obed^    Hum.  Serv*,    . 

FRA.  WILKS. 
London,  the  29^''   March,   1734. 

To  the  Hon^'"  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq"". 

FRANCIS  WILKS   TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

London,  the  n.  May,   1734. 
Copy,   p''   Cap"   Cary. 

S*".-  This  accompanys  copy  of  my  last,  and  is 
chiefly  to  inclose  you  copy  of  the  Resolutions  the 
House  of  Lords  came  to  before  their  breaking  up  last 
Session,  by  which  you'll  find  something  particular  is 
aim'd  at  the  Colony  of  Connecticutt,  but  I  can't  learn 
the  least  of  what  is  designed,  further  than*  appears  by 
said  Resolution.  As  the  time  is  sufficient  for  me  to 
expect  your  particular  Instructions  what  part  you'll 
have  me  act  when  the  Affair  comes  on,  I  shall  expect 
it,  and  do  all  I  can  to  secure  the  Colony  in  the 
possCwSsion  of  their  Rights  and  Priviledges.  If  there 
should  be  occasion,  and  you  approve  of  it,  that  Coun- 
cil be  imploy'd  to  support  your  Right,  a  considerable 
charge  will  arise,  which  I  doubt  not  you'll  make  pro- 
vision for.  I  shall  be  as  frugall  as  possible,  if  you 
shall  think   it   worth   while   to  be   at  any   expence. 

In  a  little  while  will  be  publish'd  an  abstract  of 
all  the  Acts  passed  last  Session,  when  I  shall  inclose 
one    to   you.      I    have    not   seen    the   Gent"   you    wrote 
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about,  but   expect  to  meet  him   in  a  little  time,  when 

shall   write   you   about   it. 

To  the   Hono^'^  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq^ 

[Indorsed]     Franc  Wilks,  Esq"",  about  his  discourse  with 
Tho.  Talcott,  &c.     Sees  no  likelyhood,  &c. 

RESOLUTIONS   OF   THE   HOUSE   OF   LORDS.* 

Die  Veneris,  5*^  Aprilis.     [i734-] 

The  Lord  Lovell  reported  from  the  Lords  Com- 
mittees appointed  to  consider  the  Representations  of  the 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations,  laid  before 
this  House  the  23*^  of  January  last,  relating  to  the  Laws 
made,  Manufactures  set  up,  and  Trade  carried  on,  in  any 
of  His  Majesty's  Colonies  and  Plantations  in  America, 
which  may  have  affected  the  Trade,  Navigation,  and 
Manufactures  of  this  Kingdom,  ''That  the  Committee 
have  met,  and  considered  the  Matter  to  them  referred; 
and  have  come  to  the  following  Resolutions,  (videlicet,) 

''  I.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  that 
each  Colony,  whether  under  the  Crown  or  otherwise,  be 
obliged  to  send  over  a  complete  Collection  of  all  the 
Laws  understood  to  be  in  Force  there,  to  the  Board  of 
Trade ;  and  that  the  Crown  be  empowered  to  repeal  any 
Law,  passed  under  any  of  the  said  Governments  at  any 
Time  whatsoever,  which  hath  not  actually  received  the 
Royal  Approbation  in  Council,  if  such  Law  be  found 
detrimental  to  the  Prerogative,  or  to  the  Trade,  or  Navi- 
gation, or  Interest,  of  Great  Britain  ;  any  Privilege,  or 
Limitation  by  Charter  or  otherwise,  for  the  Time  or 
Manner  of  repealing  such  Laws,  notwithstanding. 

''2.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
all   the    Laws   made   in   the    Plantations   as   well   under 


♦Journal  of  the  House  of  Lords,  Vol.  XXIV.  411-12.  Not  found  in  the 
Talcott  MSB.,  though  said  in  letter  above  to  be  inclosed;  I  have  therefore 
copied  it  frogi  the  Journal, 
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Proprietary  or  Charter  Government,  as  in  those  where 
the  Government  is  immediately  vested  in  the  Crown 
be,  for  the  future,  transmitted  Home,  for  His  Majesty's 
Consideration,  within  the  Space  of  Twelve  Months 
from  and  immediately  after  the  passing  of  such  Laws 
respectively;  and  therefore,  that  no  Law  passed  in 
any  of  the  British  Colonies  be  for  the  future  in  Force, 
or  be  allowed  to  have  any  Effect  until  the  same  shall 
have  received  His  Majesty's  Approbation  in  Council,  any 
Usage,  Custom,  Charter,  Privilege,  or  Law,  to  the  con- 
trary, notwithstanding;  excepting  such  Laws  only  as, 
through  any  Emergency,  may  become  necessary  in  the 
respective  Colonies,  for  the  immediate  Defence  of  the 
Kingdom ;  wherein  no  Matter  of  a  distinct  or  different 
Nature  shall  be  inserted,  but  such  Clauses  only  as  are 
usual  and  applicable  to  the  said  Emergency. 

"  3.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
the  Governors  of  Connecticut,  and  Rhode  Island,  before 
they  enter  upon  the  Discharge  of  their  respective 
Offices  as  Governors,  should  take  the  usual  Oaths  of 
Allegiance  and  Fidelity  taken  by  other  Governors ;  and 
should  enter  into  such  Securities  to  His  Majesty,  for 
the  due  Observance  of  the  Laws  of  Trade  and  Navi- 
gation, and  to  the  like  Value,  as  other  Governors  of 
His  Majesty's  Plantations,  which  Oaths  and  Securities 
shall  be  taken  in  the  Presence  of  such  of  His  Majesty's 
Governors  as  His  Majesty  from  Time  to  Time  shall 
appoint. 

"  4.  That  it  is  the  Opinion  of  this  Committee,  That 
an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty,  That 
he  will  be  graciously  pleased  to  give  Directions  that  the 
Commissioners  for  Trade  and  Plantations  do,  during  the 
Recess  of  Parliament,  revise  and  consider  the  several 
Proposals  that  may  at  any  Time  have  been  laid  before 
them,    relating    to    such    Encouragements    as    may    be 
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necessary  to  engage  the  Inhabitants  of  the  British  Col- 
onies on  the  Continent  in  America  to  apply  their  Indus- 
try to  the  Cultivation  of  Naval  Stores  of  all  Kinds  and 
likewise  of  such  other  Products  as  may  be  proper  for 
the  Soil  of  the  said  Colonies,  and  do  not  interfere  with 
the  Trade  or  Produce  of  Great  Britain;  and  do  lay 
their  Observations  thereon  before  this  House,  at  their 
Meeting  the  next  Session  of  Parliament." 

Which  said  Resolutions,  being  read  Twice  by  the 
Clerk  were  agreed  to  by  the  House. 

Ordered,  That  the  Judges  do  prepare  and  bring  in 
Heads  of  a  Bill,  upon  the  first  Three  Resolutions,  at 
the  Beginning  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  and 
that  an  humble  Address  be  presented  to  His  Majesty, 
pursuant  to  the  other  Resolutions,  and  that  the  same 
be  presented  by  the  Lords  with  White  Staves. 

REV.  SAMUEL  WHITMAN*  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Farmington,  May  27,  1734. 

To    the    Honourable    Joseph    Talcot,    Esq'"%    Gov- 
ernour,  &c. 
May  it  Please  your  Honour. 

I  understand  that  the  act  of  Assembly  relating  to 
the  boarding  out  of  Indian  children,  in  order  to  their 
being  Schooled,  is  expired :  \  and  having  but  a  few 
moments  to  turn  my  thoughts  on  that  affair  hope  that 
the  defects  in  what  is  here  brokenly  offered  will  be 
overlooked.  I  have  leasure  only  to  inform  your 
Honour  that  of  the  nine  Indian  Lads  that  were  kept 
at  School  Last  Winter:  3  can  read  well  in  a  testa- 
ment: 3  currantly  in  a  psalter:  and  3  are  in  their 
primers.     Testaments    &    psalters    have   been    provided 

*  Rev.  Samuel  Whitman  was  born  in  Hull,  Mass.,  in  1676;  Harvard  Col- 
lege, 1696;  ordained  at  Farmington,  Dec.  10,  1706;  died  in  Farmington,  July 
31,  1751. — John  Whitman  and  his  Descendants^  ^^S- 

+  Colonial  Records,  VH.  471,  491,  509. 
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for  those  that  read  in  ym.  3  of  the  Indian  Lads  are 
enterd  in  writing,  and  one  begins  to  write  a  legible 
hand.  I  Thank  the  Assembly,  on  their  behalf,  for  their 
care  of  ym  &  past  bounty  to  them,  and  pray  that 
that  act  of  Assembly  may  be  renewed  and  continued: 
not  at  all  doubting  but  the  pious  care  of  the  Gov- 
erment  for  the  Education  of  the  indians  is  pleasing 
to  heaven :  and  may  be  of  advantage  to  some  of 
them  so  that  they  may  be  saved  by  coming  to  the 
knowledge  of  the  truth.  I  hant  time  to  enlarg:  but 
remain  ^ 

Your   Honour's  humble  and  obedient  Servant, 

SAM^L  WHITMAN. 

[Superscription]  To  the  Hon**^^  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'"% 
Govern  our,  &c.,  at  Hartford  in  Connecticut  in 
New    England    these. 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COMPANY. 

Whitehall,  May  3o*\    1734. 
Gentlemen, 

I  am  commanded  by  my  Lords  Commissioners  for 
Trade  and  Plantations  to  desire  you  will  transmit  to 
my  Lords  Commissioners  your  Opinion  what  further 
Encouragements  may  be  necessary  to  ingage  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  British  Colonies  on  the  Continent  of 
America,  particularly  of  those  within  your  Govern- 
ment, to  apply  their  Industry  to  the  Cultivation  of 
Naval  Stores  of  all  kinds,  and  likewise  of  such  other 
Products  as  may  be  proper  for  the  Soil  of  the  said 
Colonies,  and  do  not  interfere  with  the  Trade  or 
Produce  of  Great  Britain. 

Afe  my  Lords  Commissioners  are  to  make  a  Re- 
port upon  this  subject  to  the   House  of   Lords,*  at  the 

*  Feb.  13,  1734-5.     "A  Representation  from  the  Commissioners  of  Trade 
and  Plantations,  relating  to  the  State  of  the  British  Islands  in  America.  .  .  . 
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beginning  of  the  next  Session  of  Parliament,  which 
may  be  about  Christmas  next,  I  am  further  to  desire 
that  your  Return  to  this  Letter  may  be  dispatched  as 
soon  as  possible,  that  my  Lords  may  have  time  to  con- 
sider thereof  before   they   make   their   said   Report.      I 

am,  Gentlemen, 

Your  most  humble   Serv*, 

ALURED   POPPLE. 

Honb'*'   Gov   and   Company  of   Connecticut. 

[Indorsed]  From  the  Lords  Comis'"''  of  Trade,  May 
30**",  1734,  to  know  what  further  incorigment  is 
necessary  to  incorig  us,  &c. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  FRANCIS  WILKS. 
5^•  Yours  of  the  4^^'  of  May  last,  inclosing  a 
copy  of  the  Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Lords  came 
to  my  hand,  whereupon  I  called  the  Council  of  this 
Colony,  who,  concluding  the  Sessions  of  the  Parliament 
will  not  be  before  Winter,  and  considering  the  great 
expence  of  calling  an  Assembly,  and  the  great  damage 
it  will  be  to  our  husbandry  affairs,  think  it  best  to 
delay  the  matter  to  the  usual  Sessions,  which  you 
know  is  no  longer  than  till  October,  when  they  make 
no  doubt  but  that  a  supply  of  money  will  be  made  for 
the  Improvement  of  Counsel  for  our  just  defence,  and 
further  Instructions  may  be  given  on  this  occasion. 
And  in  the  mean  time  if  it  should  happen,  beyond 
their  expectation,  that  this  thing  should  come  forward 
in  the  Parliament,  and  can't  be  delayed,  that  you 
would  not  spare  any  pains  or  cost  for  our  defence  and 

likewise  to  such  Encouragements  as  may  be  necessary  to  engage  the  Inhab- 
itants of  the  British  Colonies  on  the  Continent  in  America  to  apply  their 
Industry  to  the  Cultivation  of  Naval  Stores  of  all  Kinds,  and  of  such  other 
Products  as  may  be  proper  for  the  Soil  of  the  said  Colonies,  and  not  inter- 
fere with  the  Trade  or  Produce  of  Great  Britain."  Ordered  that  the  said 
Representation  be  printed.  —Journal  of  the  House  of  Lords,  XXIV.  4^9. 
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exemption  out  of  the  Act,  especially  in  those  parts  of 
it  that  most  of  all  affect  ns,  which  are  the  2^  and  3'^ 
Resolutions.  The  2'^  takes  from  us  the  means  neces- 
sary for  self  preservation,  which  God  and  nature  gives 
us,  and  by  their  Lordships  is  granted  that  our  Charter 
gives  us,  and  by  no  Hypothesis  intimated  to  be  beyond 
the  Authority  of  the  Kings  of  England  to  grant,  and 
never  forfeited  by  any  Default  of  our  own ;  which 
things  being  put  together  levels  us  with  the  lowest 
Vassals  upon  the  earth,  who  hold  nothing  but  at  the 
will  and  pleasure  of  another.  And  since  it's  not 
human  to  foresee  events  for  years  before  hand,  and 
make  the  necessary  precautions  by  laws  which  must 
be  so  long  delayd  before  they  can  take  place  to  do 
us  any  service,  therefore  all  proper  means  must  be 
used,  (that  if  that  Resolve  must  take  place,)  that  a 
Clause  may  be  inserted,  whereby  it  may  be  restricted 
to  those  laws  only  which  were  referrd  to  their  Lord- 
ships' consideration;  namely,  such  as  can  any  ways 
affect  the  Trade,  Navigation,  and  Manufactures  of 
Great  Britain,  so  that  we  might  retain  our  former 
Privilege  in  making  all  necessary  laws  which  concern 
our  own  affairs,  and  in  their  own  nature  have  no  rela- 
tion to  the  King's  Prerogative,  or  the  Interest  of 
Great  Britain. 

As  to  the  3*'  Resolution,  whatever  can  be  said 
with  respsct  to  any  other  GovS  it  has  been  the  con- 
stant practice  of  the  Gov",  Council,  and  Assembly  of 
this  Colony  to  take  the  Oaths  mentioned  by,  &c.,  and 
the  Gov''  from  year  to  year  takes  the  Oath  provided 
to  oblige  to  the  observation  of  all  Acts  of  Trade,  &c., 
neither  has  there  ever  been  occasion  for.  the  least 
complaint   on   that   account. 

And  we  earnestly  intreat  that  our  Gov"  may 
continue   to   take   the   Oaths   before   the   Dep.  Gov'',   or 
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two  Assistants,  as  heretofore,  and  that  if  any  further 
security  be  required,  that  his  Bonds  may  be  lodged 
with  some  of  the  Officers  of  the  Customs,  or  elsewhere 
as  his  Maj*'®  shall  Order  in  this  Government. 

Such  measures  as  make  it  necessary  for  the 
Gov''  to  go  out  of  the  Gov*  to  be  sworn  and  give 
security,  or  for  neighbouring  Gov'"''  to  travel  some 
hundreds  of  miles  every  year  to  our  Courts  of  Elec- 
tion, will  render  it  impracticable  or  insupportable, 
which  is  in  effect  to  take  from  us  the  whole  Char- 
ter, which  we  are  not  willing  to  part  with:  and  since 
our  ancestors  at  their  only  Charge  and  Indeavour  (as 
King  Charles  declareth  in  our  Charter)  settled  this 
Colony,  and  thereby  enlarged  his  Empire,  we  can't 
think  it  anyways  beyond  what  may  be  expected  by 
us,  to  hold  the  Country  in  the  favourable  manner 
as  granted  %i  said  Charter.  These  are  the  present 
thoughts   recommended   p'  Sir, 

Your  hum'^^^   Servant, 

^  J:   TALCOTT. 

Hartford,  June   24*",  A.  D.   1734. 

P.  S.     The   Council   give   you   their   Service. 
[Indorsed]       A   letter   of   Instructions   to   Agent   Wilks. 

GOVERNOR  BELCHER  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.* 
Hono^^\'    Sir, 

I  have  now  lying  before  me  your  Favour  of  26: 
July,  and  take  a  particular  notice  of  it's  contents. 
The  Assembly  here  rais'd  a  Committee  to  consider 
what  may  be  proper  to  be  done  respecting  the  Report 
of  the  Committee  of  the  House  of  Lords.  This  Assem- 
bly is  to  sit   the   next   Week,  and   when   I   know   how 


*  From  the  original  in   the  possession   of  the   Massachusetts   Historical 
Society. 
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they  intend  to  proceed,  I  shall  advise  you ;  doubtless 
all  the  Agents  of  the  Plantations  will  be  Instructed 
strongly   to  oppose   the   passing  of  such   a   Bill. 

I   am, 
Boston,  Sir, 

Sept"":    3:    1734.  your   Honours  most   obed^: 

humble   Serv*: 
Gov^   Talcott.  J.  B. 

FRANCIS  WILKS  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

London,  27^^  Septem',  1734. 
S'':  I  am  favourd  with  yours  of  the  iq**"  June  and 
the  29*''  July>  and  duly  observe  the  contents,  but  as 
nothing  has  been  done  since  I  last  wrote  you,  nor  can 
any  thing  be  done  before  the  meeting  of  Parliament, 
which  its  thought  wont  be  till  after  Christmas,  I  am 
not  capable  of  giving  you  any  farther  advice,  only 
that  you  may  depend  I  shall  exert  my  self  to  the 
utmost  in  the  service  of  the  Colony  when  occasion 
offers.  I  thank  the  Court  for  the  Grant  you  advise 
me  is  made  of  One  Hundred  Pounds.*  I  desire  youl 
please  to  Pay  it  to  M""  John  Edwards  of  Boston,  as 
before;  and  so  for  the  future  any  money  that's  voted 
me,  which  will  much  oblige,  S^ 

Yo'r  most   Hum:   &   Obed'   Serv.* 

FRA.  WILKvS. 
To  the   Hon^''*^  Jos:  Talcott,  Esq^ 

GOVERNOR  talcott  TO   FRANCIS  WILKS. 

Hartford,  Octob'  29*^    1734. 

5''.-     Yours    of    the    4"'    of    May    last,    inclosing    a 

copy  of  the   Resolution  of  the  House  of   Lor.ds,  which 

they   came    to,  came    to    my   hand    in   June    last,  upon 

which   I   immediately  called   the  Council   together,  and 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  511. 
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on  the  24*''  of  June  wrote  a  letter  to  you,  wherein  I 
signified  the  Council's  mind,  w^hich  was,  that  concluding 
the  Sessions  of  the  Parliament  would  not  begin  before 
winter,  and  considering  the  great  expence  of  conven- 
ing our  Gen'^  Assembly,  and  the  great  damage  it 
would  be  to  our  husbandry  affairs  at  that  season  of 
the  year,  it  would  not  be  absolutely  needfull  or  best 
to  call  a  special  Court  on  the  occasion,  the  usual  time 
for  the  Sessions  thereof,  being  in  October  then  next 
coming,  being  so  nigh ;  also  signifying  you  need  not 
doubt  but  that  a  supply  of  money  would  be  readily 
granted  and  provided  for  the  improving  of  Counsel 
on  the  affair  at  the  said  Session,  from  whom  you 
might  also  expect  further  instructions  would  be  sent 
to  you,  in  addition  to  the  advice  sent  from  the  Coun- 
cil; in  which  letter  it  was  desired  that  if  it  should 
happen  in  the  mean  time,  beyond  our  expectation,  that 
these  matters  should  be  moved  and  brought  forward 
in  Parliament,  and  can't  be  delay 'd,  that  then  you 
spare  no  pains  nor  cost  in  defence  of  our  privileges, 
and  our  exemption  out  of  the  Act,  especially  in  those 
parts  that  most  affect  us,  (viz.,)  the  2''  and  3''  Resolu- 
tions. But  in  hopes  you  have  that  letter  come  to  you 
before  this  time,  I  shall  say  no  more  of  what  was 
contained  in   it   at  present. 

Yours  aforesaid  of  the  4^''  of  May  last  I  opened 
before  our  Gen^^  Assembly  at  their  Sessions  con- 
vened the  10"'  of  October  instant,  together  with  the 
Resolves  of  the  House  of  Lords.  Our  Assembly, 
on  consideration  thereon,  desired  me  to  return  their 
thanks  to  you  for  your  great  care  in  our  affairs,  in 
transmitting  to  us  the  said  Resolutions,  without  which 
it  looks  as  if  we  should  have  had  no  opportunity  to 
have  said  one  word  in  our  defence,  and  am  to  signify  to 
you  their  great  dependence   on   the   wisdom,  prudence 
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and  conduct  of  yourself  and  those  you  shall  call  and 
improve  as  Counsel,  to  save  us  from  the  Ruin  we  are 
threatened  with.  I  am  also  to  assure  you  that  nothing 
shall  be  wanting  on  our  part,  and  then  next  I  am  to 
insert  the  following  Instructions,*^  in  addition  to  what 
was  before  from  my  self  and  Council,  (viz.,)  That  since 

all  the  British  Plantations,  &c. 

And,  Sir,  your  best  improvement  of  the  fore- 
going Instruction  together  with  what  your  wSelf,  and 
those  you  shall  improve,  shall  think  proper,  to  save 
us  his  Majesty's  loyall  subjects  in  this  Colony  from 
the  impending  Ruin  threatened,  will  much  indear  you 
to   them,  oblige   them   in   suitable   returns,  and   highly 

oblige,  Sir, 

Your  most  hum^'^  and  obedient  Serv\ 

J:   TALCOTT. 

P.  S.  And  Sir,  I  herewith  send  you  inclosed  a 
copy  of  our  Assembly's  taking  the  oaths  by  Act  of 
Parliament  appointed,  instead  of  the  oaths  of  allegi- 
ance, &c.t  which  you  may  improve  as  you  think  best 
for  our  defence  and  in  our  favor,  and  can  assure  you 
our  ofiicers,  civil  and  military,  have  taken  them ;  and 
Sheriffs  are  not  admitted  to  their  offices,  until  they 
first  take  said  oaths  before  the  Gov""  for  the  time 
being. 

[Indorsed]     LV  to   Francis  Wilks,  Esq"",  Oct.  29*^,  1734, 
with  the  instructions  from  the  Assembly. 

*  No  copy  of  these  Instructions  is  to  be  found,  either  in  the  Talcott 
MSS.  or  in  the  State  Archives. 

+  Colonial  Records,  VI.  466.  Act  i  George  I.  Cap.  13.  Massachusetts 
Province  Laws,  II.  153.  These  oaths  were  to  be  taken  instead  of  the  oaths 
directed  in  the  acts  of  12  and  13  William  III.,  Cap.  2,  and  i  and  4  Anne, 
Cap.  22,  and  Cap.  8.  "And  it  is  provided  by  this  Assembly  that  the  oaths 
provided  by  Act  of  Parliament,  instead  of  the  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Supremacy;  and  also  the  Oath  of  Abjuration  and  Declaration  against 
Popery,  be  Printed  with  the  Acts  of  this  Assembly."  —  Ac^s  and  Laws  of 
Connecticut,  edition  i7jO,  182. 

39 
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GOVERNOR   TALCOTT   TO    FRANCIS*  WILKS. 

Hartford,  Oct^'  29:  1734. 
Sir:  Our  Gen''  Assembly  have  desired  me  to 
draw  a  Thousand  Pounds  out  of  our  Public  Treasury, 
to  procure  Silver  and  Gold  therewith,  and  send  to 
our  Agent  in  England,  by  him  to  be  improved  in 
defence  of  our  privileges.  And  the  time  being  so  far 
gone  that  I  might  not  delay  sending  the  Instructions, 
tho  the  silver  be  not  yet  procured,  but  I  assure  you 
it  shall  be  sent  by  the  next  Ship,  and  hope  you  will 
proceed  as  cheerfully  and  vigorously  in  \vhatever  may 
be  necessary  for  our  defence  as  tho  you  had  the 
money  in  your  hand,  and  spare  no  pains  nor  cost  to 
secure  to  us  our  just  rights,  and  privileges,  and  you'l 
lay  utmost  obligations,  Sir,  upon  this  Colony  to  you, 
and   especially  on 

Your  Assured   Friend   and   Hum^'    Servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  THE  LORDS  OF  TRADE. 

Hartford,  Octob'   2(f',   1734. 
May  it  please  your  Lordships : 

These  come  by  the  first  opportunity  to  acknowledge 
your  favor  of  May  30*'',  1734,  and  your  extensive  good- 
ness manifested  in  desiring  of  the  Governour  and 
Company  of  this  his  Majesty's  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
to  give  your  Lordships  their  opinion,  what  further 
encouragements  may  be  necessary  to  ingage  the  in- 
habitants in  this  Gov'"ment  to  apply  their  industry  to 
the  cultivation  of  Navall  Stores  of  all  kinds,  &c. :  and 
accordingly  to  inform  your  Lordships  that  there  is  but 
very  little  pine  in  this  Colony,  so  that  no  other  Navall 
Stores  can  be  expected  from  hence  besides  hemp;  for 
the  encouragement  of  the  raising  whereof  our  Gen" 
Assembly  the  last  May  did  grant  a  premium  of  four 
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pence  upon  the  pound,*  and  also  at  the  same  time,  for 
the  putting  the  inhabitants  upon  further  industry  [in] 
raising  some  thing  that  might  not  interfere  with  the 
produce  of  Great  Britain,  a  premium  was  granted  for 
raising  silk :  f  but  our  experience  in  either  of  them 
hath  not  yet  assured  [us]  how  advantageous  they  may 
prove,  or  whether  [they]  will  answer  the  charge. 
I  am 
Your  Lordships  most  hum'''''  and  Obedient  Servant, 

J:  TALCOTT. 

GOVERNOR   BELCHER  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT.J 
Hon^'':    Sir, 

My  Son  M"":  A.  Belcher  sets  out  this  Day  to  Sims- 
berry  to  take  a  view  of  my  Works  §  there  and  has  in 
comp^:  with  him  The  hon'^'^:  M'":  George  Townshend,|| 
Son  to  the  R^:  Hon'''^:  the  Lord  Viscount  Townshend, 
and  M':  Palmer,  Son  of  Judge  Palmer,  and  as  they 
return  will  pay  their  Duty  to  your  Honour  at  Hart- 
ford, to  whom  I  shall  esteem  y  Civility  and  Respect 
and  will  return  it  to  any  Gent":  coming  to  me  with 
the  fav  of  your  Recomendation  for  I  am,  with  much 
Respect 

Sir, 

your   Honours 

Most  obed*:    Humb   Serv*. 
Boston,  J.   B. 

Nov:  6,    1734. 
Gov^:   Talcott. 
19   Mr.  A.  Belcher. 


♦Colonial  Records,  VII.  512. 

+  Ibid.,  VII.  404. 

X  From  the  original  in  the  possession  of  the  Massachusetts  Historical 
Society. 

§  Gov.  Belcher  owned  a  large  interest  in  the  copper  mine  at  Simsbury, 
and  also  established  a  furnace  for  smelting  the  ox^.  — Colonial  Records, 
I'll.  jjg.     Hintnan's  First  Puritan  Settlers  of  Connectictit,  418. 

II  The  Honorable  George  Townshend  was' the  fifth  son  of  Charles,  second 
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GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   COL.  ADAM   WINTHROP. 

Hori'^'  Sir:  When  it  was  publickly  known  that  a 
sum  of  our  Bills  of  Credit  was  sent  to  Boston  to  buy 
Silver  and  Gold  for  Gov""  Belcher  to  manage  our  con- 
cerns at  home,  our  necessity  was  improved  to  raise 
the  price  of  Silver  exceedingly,  which  was  not  only  a 
damage  to  this  Colony,  but  also  a  publick  and  general 
mischief  to  the  3  Colonies,  in  sinking  their  publick 
credit. 

And  our  General  Assembly  having  desired  us 
subscriber  to  draw  a  sum  of  Bills  out  of  our  Publick 
Treasury,  for. the  procuring  of  Silver  and  Gold  to  be 
sent  to  our  Agent,  Francis  Wilks,  Esq'",  in  London,  to  be 
improved  in  defence  of  our  just  rights  and  privileges, 
finding  Silver  and  Gold  scarce  here;  also  concluding 
that  if  either  of  us,  or  if  we  should  order  any  Gen- 
tleman to  go  to  Boston  on  the  errand,  it  would  soon 
be  mistrusted  what  he  came  for,  and  be  a  disadvantage, 
as  before;  whereupon  we  have  made  bold  to  address 
your  Hon^.  and  considering  that  remittances  are  made 
from  home  to  yourself  and  the  rest  of  the  Gentlemen 
in  Boston,  who  are  of  the  Corporation  for  Propagating 
the  Gospell  in  New  England,  supposed  that  yourself  as 
Treasurer  might  be  likely  to  accommodate  us  with 
Bills  of  Exchange  drawn  on  the  Treasurer  of  the  Cor- 
poration in  England,  payable  to  our  Agent,  without 
any  affront  or  damage  to  the  Corporation,  or  disadvan- 
tage to  the  interest  intended,  you  having  first  received 
a  valuable  consideration  into  your  hands  therefor,  as 
Treasurer,  and  therefore  have  by  the  bearer,  M*"  Oziass 

Lord  Viscount  Townshend,  Secretary  of  State,  1714-1716,  1720-1730.  He  was 
an  officer  in  the  royal  navy,  and  in  1747,  being  commodore  of  a  squadron  of 
his  Majesty's  ships  in  the  West  Indies,  he  took  a  large  fleet  of  French  mer- 
chant ships  ;  on  the  4th  of  February,  1755,  he  was  appointed  rear  admiral  of 
the  White ;  died  Aug.  9,  1762,  aged  54.  —  Collins'  Peerage,  J  I.  464,  471. 
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Goodwin  of  Hartford,*  sent  to  your  Honour,  and  intreat 
that  your  Honour  would  accordingly  draw  and  send 
forward  Bills  of  Exchange,  as  above  proposed,  for  the 
whole,  or  so  much  as  in  honour  and  justice  you  may 
expect  will  be  answered  without  exception,  and  that 
you  do  it  as  soon  as  may  be  with  conveniency.  And 
if  you  can't  serve  us  in  this  way,  we  intreat  then  that 
you  would  buy  Silver  and  Gold-  with  the  ^809:  los:  OQd. 
Bills  of  Credit  now  sent  you  (at  the  best  lay  you  can), 
only  satisfying  yourself  for  your  trouble,  and  as  soon 
as  conveniently  you  can,  send  it  forw^ard  with  the 
Silver  and  Gold  (now  sent  you,)  to  our  Agent,  Francis 
Wilks,  Esq"",  taking  the  proper  receipts,  &c.  We  have 
no  doubt  but  that  you  will  proceed  in  the  whole  affair 
as  tho  it  was  your  own,  or  the  concern  of  your  own 
Province.  Hoping  your  good  nature  will  excuse  us  in 
the  trouble  we  give  you  on  this  extraordinary  occa- 
sion, and  if  you'l  please  to  do  it,  you  will  very  much 
oblige.  Sir,  this  Gov'^ment,  and 

Your  Most  hum^''*'  and  Most  obedient  Servants, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Novemb'  i6''':  1734. 

P.  S.  My  packet  went  last  w^eek  to  Mr.  Tho'".  Han- 
cocks. Should  be  glad  if  half  the  value  we  send 
might  go  with  the  packet,  and  that  it  may  be  best  to 
send  it  in  two  bottoms,  and  write  to  our  Agent  on  the 
occasion.  Cap*.  Stanly,  Esq'.,+  should  have  sign'd,  but 
was  not  present. 

Sixty  ounces  of  Silver,  and  five  ounces  fourteen 
peniewait  and  four  grains  of  Gold,  to  be  disposed  of 
as  above,  for  the  Colony's  use. 

*  Ozias  Goodwin,  born  in  Hartford,  June  26,  1689  ;  held  various  town 
offices  ;  Deacon  of  the  First  Church;  died  Jan.  26,  1776.—  The  Goodtmns  of 
Hartford^  Conn.,  680. 

+  Capt.  Nathaniel  Stanley,  born  in  Hartford,  July  9,  1683;  Assistant,  1725- 
1749;  Treasurer,   1749-1755;  died  Aug.  17,  1755.  —  Stanley  Families,  2gj. 
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To  the  Hon^^^  Adam  Winthrop,  Esq'. 
[Indorsed]     Gold  at  20ft)  p""  oz.  is  lo*^  p""  grain,  a  pistole 
now  goes  at  6ib  10^  o^  by  weight 

COL.   ADAM   WINTHROP   TO   GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 

Hon^^^.  S^:  Yesterday  I  received  your  favour  of  the 
16**'  instant,  inclosing  one  letter  relating  to  the  Indian 
affairs,  with  a  copy  of  a  vote  passed  by  the  Gen^^ 
Assembly  of  your  Colony  at  Newhaven  the  10"'  of  last 
month,"^'  which  I  shall  lay  before  the  Commissioners  at 
their  next  meeting.f 

I  received  also  another  letter,  signifying  that  you 
had  sent  ^  M'"  Goodwin  a  small  parcel  of  Gold,  and 
another  of  Silver,  to  be  shipt  to  Francis  Wilks,  Esq"", 
in  London,  and  also  Eight  Hundred  and  Nine  Pounds 
ten  shillings  and  nine  pence,  in  Bills  of  Credit,  to  be 
likewise  remitted  to  him. 

As  to  my  drawing  Bills  on  the  Treasurer  of  the 
Corporation  in  England,  'tis  altogether  impracticable, 
for  the  Company  will  by  no  means  allow  any  Bills  to 
be  drawn  from  hence  on  them,  but  they  draw  their 
Bills  hither,  when  they  think  fit. 

Therefore  what  is  incumbent  upon  me  is  to  follow 
the  other  branch  of  your  instructions,  in  purchasing 
Gold  and  Silver  to  be  sent  home,  and  that  is  not  very 
easy  to  be  done  at  this  juncture.  The  ships  that  sail'd 
a  few  dales  since  having  carried  off,  as  'tis  said  Twenty 
Thousand  ounces  of  Silver,  some  of  it  at  26/6'^,  and  great 

*  Colonial  Records,  VII.  519. 

+  "At  a  meeting  of  the  Commissioners,  Nov.  n,  1734,  a  complaint  was 
presented  from  Uncas,  Sachem  of  the  Mohegans,  and  Cap'  John  Mason, 
in  behalf  of  said  Indians,  that  great  part  of  their  land  had  already  been 
taken  away  from  them,  and  that  they  are  still  in  danger  of  further 
encroachments.  Ordered  that  Cap'  Mason  lodge  with  the  Secretary  the 
papers  and  Records  relating  thereto  for  the  Commissi"  consideration."  MS. 
Minutes  of  the  Meetings  of  the  Commissioners  for  the  Society  for  Propa- 
gating the  Gospel  in   New  England. 
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part  at  27/  ^§  ounce.  However,  I  have  been  this  day 
upon  the  enquiry,  and  have  bought  one  hundred  ounces 
at  26/  6^  "^  ounce,  and  a  few  pieces  of  Gold,  and  shall 
use  my  best  endeavour  to  make  up  one  half,  if  possible, 
to  send  ^  the  first  ship,  Cap*.  Bennet,  who  proposes  to 
sail  in  a  day  or  two,  and  to  compleat  the  whole,  if  to 
be  had,  '^  the  next  ships,  who  are  likely  to  sail  in  two 
or  three  weeks. 

Your  packet  sent  M'".  Hancock  will  go  f?  Cap*. 
Bennet,  and  M'.  Hancock  has  a  letter  from  M'.  Wilks 
to  your  Honour,  which  he  forwards  to  you  fl  M*". 
Goodwin.  I  shall  advise  you  further  in  a  few  dales  of 
my  proceedings,  being  very  desirous  to  act  herein  so  as 
to  obtain  your  approbation.     So  I  remain, 

Your  Hon" 

Most  humble  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

ADAM  WINTHROP. 
Boston,  Nov'.  21,  1734. 

The  Honourable  Joseph  Talcot,  Esq". 

governor   TALCOTT   TO    FRANCIS   WILKS. 

Hartford,  Novem""  27:  1734. 
Sir:  This  day  come  to  my  hand  yours  of  the 
27"'  of  September  ultimo.*^  I  have  noted  the  contents. 
I  conclude  this  day  sails  from  Boston  Cap*  Bennit, 
by  whom  the  further  Instructions  from  our  Gen^'  As- 
sembly are  sent  you,  and  about  half  the  Silver  and 
Gold,  and  also  a  letter  directed  to  the  Right  Hon^^* 
the  Lords  of  Trade.  And  as  in  my  last  I  gave  you  an 
abstract  of  M""  Popple's  letter,  signifying  their  Lord- 
ships' receipt  of  my  Answer  to  their  Queries,  so  I  can 
assure  them  that  I  have  never  neglected  sending  on 
an  answer  to  any  letters  that  I  received  from  their 
Lordships,  as  soon  as  I  could,  and  in  the  most  dutiful 

*  See  page  303. 
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manner.  I  hope  you  will  be  succeeded  in  indeavour- 
ing  to  defend  our  just  Rights  and  Privileges.  I  shall 
speedily  send  the  money  granted  you  in  May  last,  to 
M^  John  Edwards,  according  to  your  order. 

And  as  it  is  doubtless  agreeable  to  all  parents  to 
hear  of  their  children,  especially  when  at  a  great 
distance  from  them,  please  to  give  my  most  hum^^® 
service  and  best  regards  to  the  Right  hon^'^®  the  Lord 
Viscount  Townsend,  and  inform  his  Lordship  that  the 
last  week  I  did  myself  the  honour  as  to  entertain  at 
my  house  in  Hartford,  in  Connecticut,  his  hon'''''  son, 
M""  George  Townsend,  together  with  some  Gentlemen 
of  Boston,  and  some  of  the  Council,  Ministers,  and 
principal  young  Gentlemen  of  this  town ;  and  that  M'' 
George  Townsend,  his  son,  with  M""  Andrew  Belcher, 
and  some  other  of  M'  Townsend's  acquaintance,  from 
Boston,  did  me  the  favor  as  to  lodge  at  my  house; 
at  which  time  the  hon^'^®  M""  George  Townsend  was 
in  perfect  health,  and  I  observed  nothing  by  him  but 
what  was  becoming  and  worthy  of  the  son  of  so  great 
a  personage.  And  I  should  be  glad  of  his  Lordship's 
good  offices  in  favor  of  this  Colony,  so  far  as  in  any 
thing  he  may  in  justice  and  honor  do  in  behalf  of  this 
Gov'^ment,  will  much  oblige,  Sir, 

Your  hum^'^  Servant, 

J:  TALCOTT. 

GOVERNOR    TALCOTT    TO    COL.    ADAM    WINTHROP. 

Hono^^^  S\-  The  favour  of  yours  of  21**  inst. 
Novem'  I  this  day  rec'd,  with  yours  to  Cap*  Cradock. 
Am  much  obliged  for  the  favour  you  do  us  in  so 
readily  entering  upon  our  service  in  procuring  Silver 
and  Gold,  &c.  Cap^  Cradock  left  word  at  my  house 
yesterday,    that    if    I    received    any    letter    directed    to 
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himself,    I   should   send   it   to   M"*  Jn"  Austin's   of   this 

town,  which  I  did  immediately,  yet  left  word  his  man 

should   call  at  my  house  this  day  for  to  carry  to   him 

any  service  I  might  have  to  Boston.     So  I  hope  these  11 

come    safe,    tho    of    little    consequence.      Intending    to 

write   to   you  by   the   next   opportunity,  shall   not  add, 

but  am,  sir, 

Your  mOvSt  hum^'*^  and  obed'  serv*, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Nov'  2f^\  1734. 

To  the  hon*''^  Col^  Adam  Winthrop,  Esq^ 

FRANCIS   WILKS   TO    GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 

5^.'  I  am  much  honour 'd  by  the  receipt  of  yours 
bearing  date  October  the  29*'',  "^and  Nov'  26[7P\  con- 
taining very  full  and  satisfactory  Instructions  for  my 
government  in  the  affairs  of  the  Colony,  which  I 
shall  make  the  best  use  of,  when  any  thing  appears  in 
the  House  of  Lords,  pursuant  to  the  Resolutions  of 
last  Sessions,  it  not  being  as  yet  brought  in.  I  have 
not  to  advise  on  that  head,  only  that  you  may  depend 
on  my  utmost  care  and  diligence  in  the  service  of  the 
Colony,  whenever  it's  required. 

I  have  received  from  Adam  Winthrop,  Esq',  two 
parcels  of  Silver  and  Gold,  one  by  Cap"  W"'  Bennett, 
the  other  by  Cap"  Surry,  the  nett  proceed  of  which 
shall  send  you  account  of  in  my  next,  and  inform  you 
of  what  offers. 

I  am  with  very  great  Respect,  Sir,  Yo'  much 
obliged   and   most    Hum.    Serv*, 

FRA.  WILKS. 

London,  i8**'  February,  1734-5. 

To  the  Hon^'"  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'. 

*  See  page  303. 
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COL.  ADAM  WINTHROP  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Hoii^^^  Sir:  I  wrote  you  Dec'  21,  ^  M'  Whitman, 
inclosing  Bills  of  Lading  and  ace"'  Curr"  for  the  remit- 
tances made  to  Fra.  Wilks,  Esq',  pursuant  to  your 
Order,  which  I  hope  came  safe  to  hand,  tho'  you  have 
not  been  pleased  to  signify  the  receipt  of  it. 

Two  days  since  I  rec*^  a  letter  ^  Cap*  Crocker  from 
M'  Wilks  of  the  i.  of  Feb'^,  signifying  that  he  had 
rec"^  the  money  sent  ^  Cap*  Bennett  in  good  order,  and 
that  Surrey,  "^  whom  the  second  parcel  went,  was  safe 
arrived,  tho'  the  money  not  then  come  to  hand,  and 
that  he  would  dispose  thereof  according  to  your  Hon- 
our's directions ;  which  I  tho't  it  best  to  acquaint  you 
with,  and   am,   Hon^^«  S'. 

Your  most  Humble  and  Obed*  Serv*. 
ADAM  WINTHROP. 

Boston,  April  18,  1735. 

The  Hon^^'^  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'.  Gov'. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   COL.  ADAM   WINTHROP. 

Hon!'^^  Sir :  I  conclude  you  have  rec'd  my  letter  of 
April  the  1^*,  1735,*  with  an  account  of  M'  Treat's  school- 
ing the   Indians  at  Middeltown.f     The  Gentleman  this 

*  "April  24,  1735,  A  Letter  from  Gov"'  Talcot,  read,  signifying  that  he 
had  the  Last  Winter  encouraged  a  young  Gentleman  M'  Richard  Treat, 
to  instruct  the  Indians  at  &  near  Middletown  in  reading,  &  the  principles 
of  Religion,  &  desiring  the  Commiss"  would  give  him  proper  encourage- 
ment. Voted  that  Gov'  Talcot  be  requested  to  send  an  account  of  the 
number  of  those  Indians,  and  of  the  Qualifications  and  circumstances  of 
M'  Treat,  &  what  he  apprehends  may  be  a  suitable  encouragement  for 
him."— y>/5.  Minutes,  ^'c. 

\  The  Rev.  Richard  Treat,  born  in  Glastonbury,  May  14,  1694 ;  Yale 
College,  1719.  After  preaching  in  Stonington,  Conn.,  and  Brimfield,  Mass., 
he  returned  in  1734  to  his  native  place.  While  living  there,  from  December, 
1734,  to  June,  1735,  he  taught  and  preached  to  the  Wangunk  tribe  of 
Indians,  living  in  Middletown,  Chatham,  and  that  neighborhood.  This 
letter  and  the  extract  from  the  records'  of  the  Society,  show  that  the 
organization  to  which  he  looked  for  aid  was  the  Society  for  the  Propaga- 
tion of  the  Gospel  in   New  England,  and  not  the  Society   in    Scotland  for 
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day  gives  me  to  understand  that  he  hath  continued  his 
imploy  since,  with  as  good  success  as  could  be  expected: 
yet  not  hearing  from  yourself  &c.  of  the  Gentlemen  of 
the  Corporation,  by  whom  those  affairs  are  constantly 
directed  and  encouraged,  we  are  both  at  a  loss  how  to 
proceed,  and  shall  wait,  hoping  to  receive  an  agreeable 
answer.  M'  Treet  seems  to  manifest  an  uneasiness  in 
proceeding  upon  uncertainty,  and  I  fear  will  leave  off, 
without  he  may  be  encouraged. 

Am,  Hon^'«  Sir, 
Your  Hon"  most  hum^'®  and  obedient  Serv*. 
Hartford,  May  i6*\  1735.  J.  TALCOTT. 

P.  S.     May  i8*\   1735. 

Having  this  day  rec'd  yours  of  the  1 8*^  instant  April, 
without  any  mention  of  your  receiving  my  former,  send 
you  a  copy  of  the  former. 

To  the  Hon^^«  Adam  Winthrop,  Esq^ 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  COL.  ADAM  WINTHROP. 

Hoii^^^  S^:  This  day  I  rec'd  the  favor  of  yours  of 
the  iS^*"  of  April,  signifying  you  had  not  received  any 
ans.  to  yours  of  the  12**'  [21*^  of  December.  Excuse 
my  neglect.  I  thought  I  had  sent  the  account  thereof 
before  now.  However,  I  now  send  you  an  account  that 
I  received  yours  of  Septem'  12**'  with  the  Bills  of 
Lading,  one  from  and  signed  p""  Cap"  W"  Benit,  and 
one  signed  p'  Cap"  Surry.  Have  laid  them  before  our 
Gen''  Assembly  in  their  present  Sessions,  which  is  .to 
their  good  acceptance.  And  also  by  a  letter  from 
Fra"  Wilks,  Esq^  of  the  iS'"^  of  FeV  last,  have  account 

Propagating  Christian  Knowledge,  as  stated  in  Yale  Biographies  and 
Annals.  He  removed  to  Sheffield,  Mass.,  and  his  name  is  starred  in 
the  College  Catalogue  in  1757,  —  Yale  Biographies  and  Annals^  212-13. 
DeForesfs  History  of  the  Indians  of  Connecticut^  J64-67.  Connecticut 
Archives;  Ecclesiastical,  V.  8. 
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from  him  that  he  hath  received  from  Adam  Winthrop, 
Esq'',  two  parcels  of  Silver  and  Gold,  one  by  Cap" 
Will'"  Benit,  the  other  by  Cap*  Surry,  the  net  proceeds 
of  which  shall  send  you  account  of  in  my  next.  So 
hope  no  difficulty  can  insue,  tho'  I  have  not  so  particu- 
larly inserted  the  particulars  in  the  Receipts,  they  being 
(as  our  Law  directs)  lodg'd  in  the  Secretary's  Office,  and 
not  just  now  in  my  hands.  I  am.  Sir, 

Your  Hon""^  most  hum^'^  obedient  Servant, 

Hartford,  May  i8"',  1735. 

To  the  Hon^'*=  CoP  Adam  Winthrop,  Esq". 

BOARD  OF  TRADE  TO  THE  GOVERNOR  AND  COMPANY. 

Whitehall,  June  the  i;**",  1735. 
Sir, 

His  Majesty  having  been  pleas'd,  upon  the  Address 
of  the  House  of  Commons,  dated  the  12  of  the  last 
Month,  to  direct  us  to  prepare,  in  order  to  be  laid  be- 
fore that  House  the  next  Session  of  Parliam\  an  account 
of  what  Laws  were  in  Force  in  any  of  His  Majesty's 
Colonies  in  America,  on  the  25*^  day  of  March,  1731,  and 
what  Laws  have  been  since  pass'd  in  any  of  them,  by 
which  any  Duties  or  Impositions  are  laid  on  the  Trade 
and  Shipping  of  this  Kingdom,  as  likewise  an  account 
of  what  Duties  or  Impositions  are  now  payable  by  any 
Act  or  Acts  of  Assembly  in  any  of  the  British  Colo- 
nies and  Plantations  in  America,  on  the  Importation 
and  Exportation  of  Negroes,  Wines,  or  other  kind  of 
Liquors,  or  on  any  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandize  and 
Shipping,  distinguishing  each  Duty  or  Imposition:  We 
desire  you  will  forthwith  upon  Receipt  hereof  cause 
to  be  prepar'd,  and  transmit  to  us  as  soon  as  possible,  a 
List  of  the  said  Laws  and  the  accounts  before  mentioned. 
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belonging    to    your    Gov\       So    we    bid    you    heartily 
farewell,  and   are 

Your  very  loving  Friends 

and  humble  Servants, 

FITZ-WALTER. 

T.    PELHAM. 

EDW:   ASHE. 

ORL«   BRIDGEMAN. 

R.   PLUMER. 

JA.   BRUDENELL. 

Hon^^^  Gov^  AND  Company  of  Connecticut. 

GOVERNOR    TALCOTT    TO    JOHN    EDWARDS. 

Hartford,  June  28*\  1735. 
Sir:     I   now   send   you   our  Agent,  Francis   Wilks, 
Esqr  s.  Salary  of  i^ioo  by  the  Rever**  M'  Daniell  Wads- 
worth.^     Please  send  me  a  receipt  thereof  by  the  bearer, 
and  you'l  oblige,  Sir, 

Your  hum*"«  Serv^ 

J.  TALCOTT. 
[Indorsed]    To  M'"  John  Edwards,  Boston. 

governor  TALCOTT  TO   FRANCIS  WILKS. 

Hartford,  June  29**",  1735. 
Sir:  I  have  the  favor  of  yours  of  the  18*^  of  Feb'ry 
last,  wherein  you  inform  that  nothing  had  then  been 
offered  in  the  House  of  Lords  relating  to  our  concerns. 
I  am  glad  to  hear  you  have  rec'd  our  letters  and  Instruc- 
tions, and  that  the  Silver  and  Gold  sent  p'  Cap*"  Surry 
and  Cap*"  Bennit  is  come  safe  to  you.  I  have  no  doubt 
but  that  you  will  make  the  best  improvement  of  every 
thing  for  the  good  of  this  Colony,  who  have  their  great 

*  Pastor  of  the  First  Church,  Hartford,  1 732-1 747,   and  a  son-in-law  of 
Governor  Talcott. 
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dependence  on  your  prudence  and  good  conduct,  to  save 
them  from  mischiefs,  and  the  ruin  we  have  been  lately 
threatened  with,  and  from  anything  new  that  may  be 
suggested  to  our  prejudice. 

Pursuant  to  your  orders,  I  have  now  sent  to  M^ 
John  Edwards,  of  Boston,  your  Salary  of  i^ioo,  which  of 
course  became  your  due  the  last  May,  and  was  accord- 
ingly granted  at  our  Gen''  Sessions  then  sitting.  I 
desire  often  to  hear  from  you,  especially  if  anything  is 
moved  respecting  this  Gov'ment.  I  am,  with  best 
Respects,  Hon^'«  Sir, 

Your  hum^'^  and  obedient  Serv*^, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
To  Frans.  Wilks,  Esq^ 

FRANCIS  WILKS  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

London,  the   25th   July,   1735. 

Sir :  I  have  not  been  favour'd  with  a  line  from  you 
since  my  last  of  the  17"'  Febru^.  I  now  inclose  you 
accounts  of  sale  of  the  Silver  and  Gold  I  receiv'd  on 
account  of  the  Colony.  The  nett  proceeds  of  that  pr 
Cap"  Bennett  is  £g^:  4:  6,  and  of  what  came  p'  Cap" 
Surry  is  ^^89:   4:    3. 

I  am  very  glad  the  Session  of  Parliament  pass'd 
over,  without  taking  any  steps  persuant  to  the  Resolu- 
tion of  the  preceeding  Sessions,  I  wish  it  may  entirely 
drop. 

I  now  take  the  liberty  (which  I  hope  will  be  ex- 
cused) of  mentioning  that  by  the  very  great  fall  of 
your  Currency,  the  sum  voted  by  the  Court  to  the 
Agent,  is  much  short  in  value  of  what  it  was  originally 
design'd.  I  need  not  inform  y^u  that  by  the  last 
account  I  have  from  New  England  £\o  Stg.  produced 
£^0,  and  so  in  proportion  for  large  sums. 
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I  think  it  your  great  happiness,  that  your  proceed- 
ings are  not  so  much  the  employment  of  the  Gent"  at 
some  of  our  Publick  Offices,  as  is  those  of  your  Neigh- 
bours. I  frequently  improve  oppertunities  of  meeting 
persons  who  have  it  much  in  their  power  to  put  for- 
ward, or  keep  back  enquirys  into  the  affairs  of  your 
Colony,  and  by  which  means  I  am  satisfied  nothing 
will  be  promoted  from  that  quarter  which  may  any 
ways  affect  the  libertys  or  priviledges  you  enjoy.  Such 
like  services  is  all  I  can  have  occasion  to  regard,  when 
nothing  is  depending  wherein  the  Colony  is  concern'd. 
I  shall  always  esteem  it  an  honour  to  appear  in  your 
affairs,  and  if  the  Court  thinks  fit  to  consider  anything 
about  the  allowance  made  me,  I  shall  acknowledge 
whatever  favour  I  receive  with  gratitude,  and  assure 
you  I  am,  Sir, 

Yo'"  most  Hum.  and  most  Obed.  Serv*, 

FRA.  WILKS. 

To  the  Hon*^'**  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'. 

PETITION    of   the    PEQUOT   INDIANS. 

Groton,  Sep*.  22,  1735. 
Honorible  and  worthy  sir  Gove*"  Talcot  —  Sir  after 
our  humble  Respects  to  your  honnor  these  are  to 
inform  your  Self  of  the  wrongs  and  disstress  that 
wee  me[et]  with  by  some  People  that  make  Posses- 
sions of  our  Land.*  They  destroy  so  much  of  our 
timber  for  fencceing  and  for  other  uesses  that  wee 
sha[nt]  in  a  little  time  have  a  nofe  [enough]  for 
firewood,  and  Espechely  for  fensing.  For  we  find  it 
is  in  vane  to  Plant  within  thare  encklosejs  for  we 
planted  tha[re]  Last  Spring,  and  our  Corn  was 
Destroyed    by    the    English    Cretors.     And    by    fensing 

♦See  DeForest's  History  of  the   Indians  of  Connecticut,   427-30, 
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in  of  our  Land  thay  take  away  in  a  Great  mesure 
the  Privile[dg]  of  our  orcherds,  for  thay  let  their 
own  Swine  go  in  and  eat  up  our  apples  and  bed 
Down,  and  if  our  Swine  accidenttoly  get  in  thay 
Commit  them  to  the  Pound,  which  wee  cold  not 
subsist  without  keepint  some  Cretors.  Wee  shold  be 
glad  if  wee  cold  have  more  of  the  Produse  of  the 
Land    to    keep    oather    Cretors. 

And  they  Removed  a  great  part  of  our  Gen- 
nerrell  feild  fence  to  arrect  their  own  fence,  weich 
is  Grately  to  our  Dammage,  for  some  of  it  had  been 
Planted  but  two  years,  and  the  English  bild  housen 
upon  our  Land,  and  put  Tenants  in  them,  makes 
habbuck  of  our  appels  in  making  Sider,  and  for 
oather  use,  and  they  Sowe  whet  upon  our  Land.  In 
as  [much?]  as  wee  see  Plainly  that  thare  Chiefest 
desire  is  to  Deprive  us  of  the  Priviledg  of  our  Land, 
and  drive  us  off  to  our  utter  ruin.  It  makes  us  Con- 
serned  for  our  Children  what  will  be  Com  of  them 
for  thay  are  about  having  the  gospell  Preched  to 
them,  and  are  a  Learning  to  read,  and  all  our  young 
men  and  women  that  are  Cappell  [capable?]  of  Lern- 
ing  of  it.  And  thare  is  some  of  our  young  men  wold 
be  Glad  to  bild  housen  upon  it,  and  Live  as  the 
English  do  cold  they  have  a  Sufficiancy  of  the 
Produse  of  the  Land.  Wee  crave  your  Pacience 
and  we  will  acquant  your  honnor  a  little  farther. 
The  oather  of  their  tennant  puts  Cattle  a  nite  into 
our  Gennerall  feild  ammongst  our  Corn,  and  takes 
them  out  in  the  morning,  and  when  wee  tell  them 
to  take  Care,  and  keep  out  their  Cretors  thay 
Thretten  us  if  wee  dont  hold  our  tongs  to  beat  our 
Brains  out,  and  he  threttens  us  that  wee  Shant  Plant 
thare  another  year,  and  some  people  cut  our  Stoaks 
ustalks?]    some    time    when    the   Corn    is    in    the   milk. 
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Wee  shold  be  Glad  if  thare  cold  be  a  Stop  put  to  it 
the  Stoaks  being  our  own  Labbour,  wee  shold  be 
Glad  to  have  them  for  our  own  use  for  wee  find 
that  wee  cant  very  well  Subsist  without  keeping  some 
Cretors  and  wee  shold  be  very  Thankfull  if  thare 
cold  be  some  ways  [found  out  and  taught  wherein 
our  Land  and  the  Privilidge  thereof  be  Restored  to 
us  again.  I  think  wee  have  given  your  honnor  a 
true  anneccount  as  near  as  our  memory  Serves,  but 
a  great  deal  might  be  added,  but  wee  wold  not  be 
too  Tedis  to  your  honnour,  and  so  we  Remain  Your 
Servants  To  Command 

Sam  nees.  Moses  Chonk.  Charls. 

Young  achquet.   Ben   onneson.  Abner. 

John   Chonk.        Robin   onneson.  Simon. 

Young  Charls.     David   toby.  Sox. 

John  neco[nees?].  Zacriah   waquondam.  Little   Gorge. 

Sambo.  Great  Gorge. 

Peter   Shocket.  Toby. 

Samson   Shocket.  Palpy(?). 

Peter  toby.  Daniell   quatch. 

Peter   Sox. 

Young   Simon. 

tom   quatch. 

Simon   quatch. 
[A   mark   follows  each  name.] 

[Indorsed]      Memoriall   Pequott   Indians,  Oct',  1735. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  GOVERNOR  BELCHER  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

Hon^^^  Sir :  I  have  the  favor  of  yours  of  August 
16"',  1735,  and  concluding  your  affair  with  the  Indians^ 
and  other  occasions  into  your  Northern  frontier  towns 

*  A  Conference  was  held  at  Deerfield  from  Aug.  27  to  Sept.  i,  by  Gov. 
Belcher,  and  a  large  Committee  of  the  Council,  and  House  of  Representatives, 
41 
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would  detain  you  a  considerable  time,  and  not  being 
informed  until  the  last  night  that  your  Excellency  was 
got  to  Boston,  I  hope  will  excuse  me  that  I  have  not 
wrote  until  now.  I  can  assure  your  Excellency  I  should 
be  ready  to  imbrace  any  opportunity  of  showing  my 
best  respects  to  you  or  yours  in  anything  I  may,  if 
occasion  should  call  for  it.  And,  Sir,  I  hear  you  have 
taken  into  custody,  Forrist  Dolzin,  and  W™  Mortimor, 
on  suspicion  of  counterfeiting  the  £s  and  ten  s.  bills 
of  this  Gov'ment,  &c.^  And  it's  also  reported  here 
that  a  chest  is  secured,  wherein  is  found  i^  100,000 
counterfeits.  If  so  it  be,  it's  a  favor  to  us  in  particular, 
and  if  the  perpetrators  of  such  Villineys  may  be  con- 
vict and  receive  their  just  punishment,  that  others 
may  here  fear,  it  will  be  a  favor  to  the  world. 

I  remember  when  Peter  Gardner  had  his  tryal  at 
Boston,  for  counterfeiting  the  £^  Bills  of  this  Gov""- 
ment,  our  Printer  was  sent  for  to  bring  the  Plate,  &c. 
And  if  these  fellows,  or  either  of  them  should  be  brought 
to  tryal,,  and  our  plates  or  anything  else  from  us  will 
be  necessary  to  be  had  there,  I  shall  be  glad  to  hear  of 
it  by  the  bearer,  or  the  first  opportunity,  that  nothing 
may  be  wanting  on  our  part  for  the  effectuall  prose- 
cution of  such  wretches  as  would  destroy  the  publick 

with  the  chiefs  of  several  Indian  tribes,  the  Caughnawagas,  the  Housa- 
tonnucs,  the  Scantacooks,  the  St.  Francois  Indians,  and  others,  among  them 
seventeen  Moheags.  At  this  Conference,  Aug.  31,  the  Rev.  John  Sergeant  was 
ordained  to  the  ministry  among  the  Housatonnuc  Indians. — A  Conference 
held  at  Deerfield  in  the  County  of  Hampshire,  etc.  Yale  Biographies  and 
Annals,  sg4-gj.  Ordination  Sermon,  by  Nathaniel  Appleton,  including 
several  letters  in  the  Preface,  relating  to  the  Indians.  Spr ague's  Annals  of 
the  American  Pulpit,  I.  j88-g2. 

*  "  Ordered  that  the  Post  that  came  Express  from  the  Gov'  &  Council 
of  the  Province  of  the  Massachusetts  Bay  to  bring  Letters  to  his  Hon'  the 
Gov'  relating  to  the  Counterfeiters  of  the  Bills  of  Creditt  of  this  Colony 
shall  be  paid  out  of  the  publick  Treasury  the  sum  of  Eight  pounds  for  his 
services.  Test  George  Wyllys  Secret' y.  Concurred  with  the  Lower  House, 
with  this  alteration  y«  the  Sum  be  fourteen  pounds."  — Connecticut  Arc  hives; 
Finance  and  Currency,  II.  ^64. 
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currency,  and   thereby  bring   a   disadvantage    upon   all 

trade  and  commerce  between  the  Gov'ments.     I  am,  Sir, 

Your  Excellency's 

Most  hum^^^  and  most  obedient  Servant, 

'     J:  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Septem".  29:  1735. 

CAPT.   JAMES  AVERY*  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Groton,  October  y^  8*'',   1735. 
May   it   Please  your  Honour 

I  have  lately  Understood  by  Cap*  John  Morgan 
that  he  had  preferred  a  Complaint  to  y""  Honour  in 
behalf  of  the  Pequod  Indians,  Complaining  of  Damage 
done  to  the  said  Indians  by  the  English.  And  Whereas 
the  Honourable  the  Generall  Assembly  Did  att  their 
Sessions  in  May,  1731,  Appoint  my  self  and  said  Cap* 
Morgan  to  be  Guardians  or  overseers  of  the  said 
Indians,  I  look  upon  it  my  Duty  at  this  Time  to  Inform 
y'  Hon''  that  what  the  Assembly's  Committee  have 
done  which  was  Excepted  by  the  Court  &  the  proceed- 
ings of  the  Proprietors  of  Groton  Loting  and  Fenceing 
part  of  said  Land,  &c,  is  to  the  very  good  Satisfaction 
of  s*'  Indians  as  they  inform  me.  And  as  to  the  Dam- 
age Complain'd  of  I  have  enquired  of  s'^  Indians,  and 
can't  find  that  there  has  been  any  Real  Damage  done 
them.  I  have  had  some  of  the  Principal  Indians  in 
my  Service  this  Summer  past,  viz'  Simon  Oquaham  & 
others,  and  have  often  heard  them  Declare  their  Satis- 
faction in  what  has  been  done  on  the  Mashuntucksett 
Land,  «&c.  I  shall  not  add  further  but  beg  Leave  to 
Subscribe  my  Self  Y'  Honour's  Most  Obedient  &  most 

Humble  Servant, 

JAMES  AVERY. 

*  Capt.  James  Avery  was  born  in  Groton,  April  20,  1673;  was  frequently 
deputy  for  (Iroton,  and  one  of  the  justices  of  peace  for  New  London  County  ; 
appointed  Captain  of  the  trainband  in  Groton,  in  May,  1728;  died  Sept.  18, 
\1SA'  — Colonial  Records,  Vols.  VI.  VII.  and  VIII.  MS.  Letter  of  II.  D.  L. 
Sweet.,  Nov.  12,  i8gi. 
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ACT  OF  ASSEMBLY,   OCTOBER,   1735. 

Newhaven,  Octob",  1735. 

His  Hon'"  the  Gov""  laying  before  this  Gen'  Court 
a  Letter  from  the  hon^'®  the  Lords  of  the  Board  of 
Trade,  directed  to  the  Gov'"  and  Company  of  Con- 
necticutt,  desiring  an  Account  of  the  laws  in  force  in 
this  Colony  on  the  25*^  of  March,  1731,  by  which  any 
Duties  or  Impositions  are  laid  on  the  Trade  and  Ship- 
ping of  great  Brittain,  as  likewise  an  Acc^  of  the 
Duties  and  Impositions  now  payable  by  any  Act  or 
Acts  of  this  Assembly  on  the  Importation  and  Expor- 
tation of  Negroes,  Wines,  or  other  kind  of  Liquors,  or 
on  any  Goods,  Wares,  or  Merchandize  and  Shipping, 
to  be  prepared  together  with  a  List  of  s*^  Laws  and 
transmitted  as  soon  as  possible. 

On  Consideration  whereof  His  Hon"*  the  Gov""  is 
desired  to  signify  to  their  Lordshipps  That  on  the 
25*^  of  March,  1731,  there  were  no  other  Laws  in 
force  in  this  Government  by  which  any  Duty  was 
laid  in  any  of  the  Cases  above  referred  to  excepting 
only  a  law  Entitled  an  Act  concerning  free  Trade, 
by  which  a  Duty  of  \2^/  &"  on  every  looTb  of  Goods 
imported  into  this  Colony  was  laid,  explaind,  by  an 
Act  of  this  Assembly  in  the  4*''  year  of  King  George 
the  first,  to  be  only  on  Goods  imported  from  the 
neighboring   Provinces.* 

As  also  an  Act  passd  by  this  Assembly  in  the 
9"'  year  of  King  George  the  first,'!'  laying  a  Duty  of 
Af^  ^  Gallon  on  Rhum  imported  in  Vessells  not  be- 
longing to  any  of  the  Inhabitants  of  this  Colony,  and 
of  3^*  f^  Gallon  when  imported  in  Vessells  belonging 
to    the    Inhabitants    of    this    Colony,    which    Acts,  are 

*  See  page  262. 

+  An  Act  for  Laying  and  Collecting  Duties  on  the  Importation  of  Rhum. 
—  Acts  and  Laws  of  Connecticut^  edition  17^0,  soy-g. 
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lying  before  their  Lordshipps  in  the  lawbook  of  this 
Colony  lately  transmitted  to  them. 

And  since  the  time  above  mentioned  no  law  has 
been  passed  laying  any  Duty  in  any  of  the  Cases 
mention'd  by  their  Lordshipps,  excepting  only  an  Act 
passd  in  May  last  laying  a  Duty  on  the  Importation 
of  Wines  and  Rhum,*  which  Act  is  by  an  Act  of 
this  Assembly  repeald,t  and  the  Duty  of  4^  and  3"^  ft 
Gallon  is  revived  and  is  now  payable  according  to  the 
af ores'*  Act;}:  —  by  which  any  Duty  is  now  payable. 

Past  in  the  Upper  House. 

Test       George  Wyllys,  SecreV'K 

Concurred  with  in  the  Lower  House. 

Test        JN*^  Russell,  Clerk. 

[Indonsed]     Act    of    Assembly    Directing    the    Gov'    to 
wright  to  the   Lords  of  Trade.      Octob'",   i735.g 

SECRETARY    WYLLYS    TO    GOVERNOR    BELCHER. 
May  it  please  your  Exeelkncy  : 

I  am  directed  by  the  Gov"":  &  Council  to  Acknowl- 
edge the  favour  of  your  Letter  of  the  9*''  Instant,  as 
also  of  M'  Secret'"^  Willard's.  And  in  answer  thereto, 
to  acquaint  your  Excellency  that  the  Signers  of  our 
Bills,  which  are  Counterfeited  are  not  in  a  Condition 
to  Travail  so  farr  to  be  att  the  place  of  Tryal,  the 
present  bodily  Infirmities  attending  all  of  them  ren- 
dering it  altogether  Impracticable,  that  they  Cannot 
but  hope  Such  Villians  may  be  detected,  and  bro^^  to 
Condigne  punishment  notwithstanding;  for  Otherwise 
the  Conviction  of  any  for  Counterfeiting  those  Bills,  the 

*  Colonial  Records,  VIL  565. 

+  Colonial  Records,  VIII.  7. 

%  This  clause  is  canceled  in   the  original. 

§  Colonial  Records,  VIII.  22, 
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Signers  of  which  are  dead  would  be  utterly  Impos- 
sable,  and  any  persons  for  Counterfeiting  the  Silver 
and  Gold  Coin  passing  currently  Amongst  us  would 
always  Escape  unpunished  by  reason  of  a  Difficulty 
of  the  like  nature.  That  they  would  not  be  wanting 
to  Contribute  whatever  might  be  thought  Necessary 
for  the  detecting  and  bringing  to  Justice  such  publick 
Offenders,  but  Cannot  be  persuaded  to  think  it  of 
Necessity  to  Send  the  plates  on  that  Account,  there 
having  been  once  and  again  persons  Convicted  in 
this  Colony  of  Counterfeiting  the  Bills  of  the  Prov- 
ince, without  either  the  Plates  or  the  Signers  being 
present.  And  it  being  the  Interest  of  the  Several 
Governm^^  to  Suppress  the  Counterfeiters  of  the  Gen- 
eral Currencey;  the  Laws  of  the  Colony  taking  notice 
of  the  Bills  of  the  Province  Equall  with  our  Own  in 
that  respect,  and  Offenders  of  this  kind  being  ever 
prosecuted  here  with  the  Same  Vigour  as  if  they  had 
Counterfeited  our  own.  Therefore  upon  the  whole 
hope  your  Excellency  will  favourably  accept  of  this, 
and  excuse  them  in  Differing  from  your  Excellency 
and  y'  Council  in  opinion  Respecting  the  necessity 
of  our  plates  being  produced  on  the  tryal,  and  their 
not  Complying  with  y*  part  of  the  Request  in  y^ 
Letters. 

I    am,    may   it   please    your    Excellency,    your    Ex- 
cellency's 

most    Hum^i^    &    Obed^    Serv^ 

GEORGE    WYLLYS. 

ocT^  1735. 

[Indorsed]       Letter    to    Gov'"    Belcher,    Ocf",     1735. 
Copy.  — From  Gov""  &  Councill   about   sending   our 
Plates,   &c. 
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REV.  DR.  COLMAN*  TO    REV.  ELIPHALET   ADAMS. 

A  Coppy  of  a  Parragraph  of  a  Letter  Sent  by  D'. 
Coleman   of   Boston   to   M""   Adams   of   New   London. 

M"  Mason  f  and  Barber  hath  been  down  here  this 
ten  days,  and  M""  Prince  has  been  all  this  while  Get- 
ting Ready  some  Acco*  of  the  Moheags  to  be  read  to 
the  Commiss".,  I  think  this  afternoon.  I  am  not  like 
to  be  among  them,  being  under  a  Great  Cold,  almost 
Choaked  with  my  Catar  last  Night,  and  what  they  will 
do  upon  hearing  M*"  Mason  I  am  not  able  to  guess. 
The  Complaint  I  fear  will  fall  heavy  at  Last  upon 
Your  Colony,  for  the  Injury  done  the  Indians  in  their 
Laws.  I  have  as  high  a  Resentment  of  such  Injustice 
as  any  one,  and  Againe  am  as  loath  to  apply  home 
in  any  complaint  for  a  Relief  to  the  poor  Natives, 
alwais  friendly  and  faithfull  to  us,  never  to  be  Enough 
Acknowledged  by  us.  We  have  complained  to  Your 
Gov^m*  in  Vaine.  I  know  nothing  more  threatening 
to  your  charter  than  a  wrong  of  this  Nature,  well 
proved,  but  what   heart   or  hand  can   I  willingly  have 


*Rev.  Benjamin  Colman  was  born  in  Boston,  Oct,  19,  1673;  Harvard 
College,  1692 ;  after  graduation  he  spent  several  years  in  England,  and  on 
returning  in  1699  became  pastor  of  the  Brattle  Street  Church.  This  church 
had  its  origin  in  the  dissatisfaction  with  some  of  the  prevailing  usages  of 
the  churches  in  New  England,  and  Mr.  Colman  received  ordination  from 
the  Presbytery  in  London  before  sailing.  Mr.  Adams  was  employed  as  Mr. 
Colman's  assistant  from  1701  to  1703.  He  was  a  Fellow  of  Harvard,  and 
obtained  much  foreign  patronage  for  the  college.  He  was  one  of  the  most 
popular  preachers  of  his  day,  was  frequently  employed  in  civil  affairs, 
and  was  one  of  the  Commissioners  for  New  England  of  the  Society  for 
Propagating  the  Gospel  in  New  England.  He  died  Aug.  20,  1747.  —  An- 
nals of  the  American   Pulpit^  I.  22j-2g. 

+  "Nov.  II,  1735.  A  Memorial  of  Cap':  John  Mason  read,  Setting  forth 
the  encroachments  by  the  English  on  the  Lands  belonging  to  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  &  showing  that  notwithstanding  the  judgment  of  a  Court  of 
Comis'*:  authorised  by  the  Late  Queen  Anne  &  his  repeated  Application 
to  the  General  Court  of  Connecticut  Colony  he  can  have  no  Redress. 
Wherefore  he  is  necessitated  to  pray  the  Advice  &  Assistance  of  the  Corn- 
mis'' :  in  the  affair.  Voted,  That  the  Treasurer  be  directed  to  prepare  a 
Letter  to  Gov'  Talcot  to  be  laid  before  the  Commiss"  at  their  next  meet- 
ing."—J/.S".  Minutes,  ^c. 
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in  a  piece  of  Justice  which  may  bring  on  you  so 
heavy  a  Revenge.  What  would  it  be  for  Your 
Province  to  do  the  Indians  Right,  and  bear  the  loss 
among  them.  I  beseech  you  beg  Your  Rulers  to  Con- 
sider on  it,  and  that  timely. 
Nov^   lo**',  1735. 

The  Above  is  a  True  Coppy.  Test  John  Richards. 
[Indorsed  in  Gov.  Talcott's  hand-writing]  Copy  Parag*" 
of  Doer  Coleman's  to  M''  Adams  of  N.  London,  No- 
vem'"   10*''   1735. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  GOVERNOR  BELCHER  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

May  it  please   Your  Excellency  : 

The  general  interest  of  this  Colony  having  been 
lately  very  much  deposited  in  your  hands,  and  the  ten- 
der regard  you  had  to  it  while  it  was  so,  and  the  often 
repeated  assurances  I  have  had  from  you  of  your  great 
readiness  and  chearfulness  to  serve  us  in  everything 
possible  to  you,  emboldens  me  to  address  myself  to  you 
at  this  time,  in  an  affair  that  threatens  to  give  us  dis- 
turbance. 

Cap*  John  Mason,  Schoolmaster  to  the  Moheagen 
Indians,  his  Ancestors  obtained  from  Uncass  under  Dis- 
tress, and  Owanaco  in  Drink,  four  Deeds  of  all  the 
Indian  lands,  saving  that  for  planting,  &c.,  by  which  he 
has  formerly  been  very  troublesome  to  this  Colony,  and 
a  great  disservice  to  the  Indians.  Of  late  I  have  heard 
nothing  of  it,  till  now  Ben  Uncase  the  present  Sachem 
complains  to  me  that  he  is  now  upon  the  same  design, 
and  after  some  attempts  upon  the  said  Sachern  to  grow 
uneasy  with  and  complain  of  the  Gov*  here,  in  which 
the  said  Sachem  would  not  join  with  him,  but  told  him 
he  was  well  satisfyed,  Cap*  Mason  is  gone  to  Boston, 
and    preparing    himself    for    Great    Britain,   to    enter    a 
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Complaint  in  the  name  of  the  Indians  against  this  Col- 
ony, that  they  have  wronged  the  Indians  in  their  lands ; 
and  for  as  much  as  the  said  Sachem  and  his  people  are 
against  him  in  that  design,  Cap*  Mason  is  making  a  tool 
of  one  Mahomett,  that  is  of  the  family  of  Owanaco,^  to 
serve  his  purpose,  and  designs  to  carry  Mahomett  with 
him  to  Great  Britain,  as  the  Sachem  of  said  Indians. 
This,  if  not  prevented,  may  prove  of  mischievous  conse- 
quence, for  there  have  been  three  succeeding  Sachems 
of  the  Moheags  solemnly  installed  by  the  Indians,  and 
approved  of  by  our  Assembly ,t  contrary  to  the  preten- 
sions of  Cap*  Mason  about  this  Mahomett,  and  Ben 
Uncass  the  present  Sachem  is  now  in  the  full  possession 
of  the  Government,  and  has  the  hearts  of  his  people. 
If  Cap*.  Mason  should  any  ways  prevail  to  make  any 
alterations  [in]  their  Government,  it  woulji  undoubtedly 
produce  much  hatred  and  many  murthers  amongst  them 
and  hinder  and  divert  them  in  their  present  inclinations 
to  receive  the  truth  as  it  is  in  Jesus. 

The  Cap*'s  designs  have  been  carryed  on  so  pri- 
vately that  I  have  but  just  now  any  ace*  of  them,  and 
how  his  design  is  laid  is  yet  much  in  the  dark  with 
us;  but  that  he  has  vsuch  a  design  is  very  obvious.  I 
would  therefore  entreat  you  to  enquire  into  it  at  Bos- 
ton, and  use  your  endeavor  to  prevent  it.  This  will 
give  us  a  fresh  testimony  of  your  respect  for  us,  and  be 
a  good  discharge  of  the  trust  reposed  in  you  by  the 
Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospell.     I  have  wrote  more 

*  Mahomet,  or  Mamohet,  was  the  son  of  Mamohet,  son  of  Oweneco,  who 
died  before  his  father.  —  Gov.  TalcotVs  letter  to  Francis  VVilks,  Feb.  17, 
17SS-6,  Page  Sj6.      DeForesVs  History  of  the  Indians  of  Connecticut,  S^S- 

+  Caesar,  the  youngest  son  of  Oweneco ;  Major  Ben  Uncas,  youngest 
brother  of  Oweneco,  and  illegitimate  son  of  the  great  Uncas ;  Ben  Uncas, 
son  of  Major  Ben  VncsiS.  — Colonial  /■Records,  VI.  40Q,  428 ;   VII.  75. 
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largely  to   D'"  Coleman;    therefore   shall   not   need   fur- 
ther to  enlarge,  but  that  I  am 

Y""  Excellency's 

Most  Humb^^  and  Obedient  Serv^ 
J.  TALCOTT. 

To  His  Excellency,  Jon*^  Belcher,  Esq^  Gov^  &c.,  Jan'^y 
5'',  1735. 

GOVERNOR  BELCHER  OF  MASSACHUSETTS  TO  GOV- 
ERNOR TALCOTT. 

Hond'^''  Sir:  My  last  was  2o">  of  October,  f  Ex- 
press to  New  Haven,  and  in  answer  to  yours  of  29*^ 
Sepf,  making  mention  of  sending  your  Plates,  &c^,  for 
the  better  convicting  those,  that  this  Governm*  have 
taken  up  for  counterfieting  your  Bills  of  Credit,  and  my 
communicating  of  your  letter  to  his  Majesty's  Council 
was  the  occasion  of  the  Express  that  went  to  you:  the 
Government  here  was  therefore  the  more  surpriz'd  at  the 
answer  they  reciev'd,  and  our  Judges  are  very  doubtful 
whether  the  persons  will  be  convicted,  and  from  the 
want  of  what  you  mention 'd  in  your  letter,  as  above. 

I  am  now.  Sir,  to  own  your  favour  of  the  5*^'  cur- 
rant, which  came  to  my  hands  the  9*^,  "^  Whiting, 
respecting  the  affair  of  Capt""  John  Mason,  Schoolmaster 
to  the  Mohegan  Indians,  who  was  here  some  time  since, 
and  brought  the  Indian  you  mention  to  my  house,  and 
then  talk'd  of  taking  a  voyage  to  Great  Britain,  and  to 
carry  that  man  with  him.  What  he  principally  said  to 
me  was,  that  the  Indians  had  been  greatly  wrong'd  of 
their  lands,  and  that  he  had  expended  on  that  acco"  6  or 
700  £.,  which  he  thought  he  ought  to  be  reimburst.  I 
had  then  a  pretty  deal  of  business  on  my  hands,  and  so 
did  not  make  any  great  inquiry  about  the  matter,  and 
the  less,  because  he  said  he  intended  to  be  down  again 
in  a  little  time. 
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I  now  take  a  particular  notice  of  all  your  Honour 
says  in  your  letter  to  me  on  this  affair,  and  which  I 
have  communicated  to  Col".  Winthrop  and  to  D'"  Col- 
man,  and  so  have  they  to  me  what  you  wrote  and  sent 
to  them,  and  to  w^hich  you  have  their  answers  herewith ; 
and  our  present  thoughts  are,  to  ask  of  Capt*  Mason, 
(when  he  comes)  the  State  of  his  Case  in  writing,  if  he 
should  advise  with  any  of  us  in  the  matter.  And  as  we 
have  got  yours  already  (in  behalf  of  the  Colony)  we 
may  then  be  better  able  to  make  a  judgment,  and  to 
talk  with  Capt*  Mason,  who  I  think  won't  presume  to 
go  for  England  without  coming  to  the  Commissioners 
for  letters,  &c*,  and  I  believe  you  may  most  assuredly 
depend,  he  will  have  no  countenance  from  us  in  any 
attempt,  that  may  cany  the  least  face  of  injustice  to 
the  Colony,  or  to  the  Indians.  After  he  comes  hither, 
we  may  be  able  to  write  you  more  particularly,  and  in 
the  meantime  I  remain,  with  much  Respect  to  yourself, 
and  to  all  the  Gentlemen  of  your  Government,  Sir, 

Your  Honour's  (and  Their) 
Boston,  Most  Faithful  Friend  and  Servant, 

Janu*  I2*\  i73f.  J.  BELCHER. 

Gov'  Talcott. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   GOVERNOR  BELCHER   OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 
May  it  Please  Your  Excellency  : 

I  have  just  now  the  favor  of  yours  of  Jan'""^'  12*'', 
173I,  noted  the  contents,  and  am  assured  by  your 
Excellency  that  Cap*  Mason  will  have  no  encourage- 
ment from  the  Commissioners  in  any  attempts  that 
may  carry  the  least  face  of  injustice  towards  the  Col- 
ony, or  the  Indians.  And  as  to  what  you  write  re- 
specting his  former  discourse  with  you,  of  his  being 
at   6  or   700   £   cost   in   defence   of  the    Indian   rights, 
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I  can't  tell  what  he  intends.  But  be  it  what  it  will, 
I  don't  believe  he  ever  did  them  600  pounds  worth  of 
good ;  and  if  he  hath  any  demand  on  the  Government, 
the  Indians  I  suppose  have  no  interest  in  it,  and  can't 
think  your  Excellency  will  espouse  Cap^  Mason's  Cause 
in  opposition  to  this  Gov'"ment,  without  special  reasons 
thereunto  moving :  nor  then,  nither,  without  you  first  let 
us  hear,  that  we  may  give  our  reasons  to  the  contrary. 
And  I  think  it  proper  now  to  inform  your  Excel- 
lency of  a  late  underhanded  intrigue  of  Cap*  Mason's, 
that  came  to  me  by  letters,  and  also  by  M'"  Nath^'. 
Saltonston  [sic]  of  Newlond[on],  verbally :  (viz : )  Cap* 
Mason  took  with  him  Mahominum,  and  anothef  Indian, 
and  took  with  him  Cap*  John  Williams,  and  one  of 
the  Minors,  both  of  Stoningtown,  and  stopt  at  Rhoad 
Island,  in  order  to  have  them  two  men  make  oath 
before  the  Gov^  that  he,  said  Mason,  was  distracted 
at  the  time  when  he  made  his  deed  to  the  Com*'^^  viz. 
the  Rever'^  Timothy  Woodbridge,  i/iUr  alia,"^'  and  also 
that  Mahomett  was  the  Rightful  Sachem  and  lawful 
heir  to  the  Mohegan  crown,  and  also  pray'd  for  that 
Colony  seal,  and  certificate  from  his  Honor.  But  it 
happened  that  the  said  M*"  Saltinstall,  Lieut.  James 
Harriss,  and  M'"  Hallum  of  Newlondon,  being  there, 
and  acquainting  his  Hon'"  of  the  contrary,  and  Cap* 
Mason's  clandestine  proceedings,  &c.,  whereupon  the 
Gov',  was  highly  offended,  and  reprimanded  the  Cap* 
severely,  that  he  should  offer  to  put  such  an  affront 
upon   himself,  and   deceit  upon   the  Gov'ment :   and   so 

♦John  Mason  and  Ann  his  wife  conveyed  April  9,  1714,  to  William  Pitkin, 
Timothy  Woodbridge,  and  others,  "lands  lying  and  being  within  the  bounds 
of  the  lands  and  territories  formerly  belonging  to  Uncas,  late  Sachem  of 
Mohegan,  or  to  Joshua,  or  Oneco,  his  sons,  as  those  bounds  are  set  forth 
and  described  by  the  Hon.  Robert  Treat,  &c.,  in  a  report  made  to  the  Gov- 
ernor and  Company,  in  1684,  excepting  certain  parcels  of  land,  hereinafter 
described,  and  land  conveyed  Jan.  2,  1711,  to  the  proprietors  of  Norwich, 
Lyme,  and  Colchester."— fTm^y^aw  Records,  Liber  D. 
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I  suppose  he  has  gone  to  Boston  with  the  Indians. 
Now  as  truth  seeks  no  corner  to  hide  in,  so  the  con- 
trary hates  the  light ;  and  hope  after  all  his  private 
intrigues  he'll  find  no  favor  in  such  underhand  clan- 
destine managements,  but  the  frowns  of  all  good  and 
wise  men. 

And  as  to  his  Excellency's  say:  when  Mason 
comes  again,  you  having  our  letters  in  behalf  of 
the  Gov^'ment,  you  should  be  the  better  able  hearing 
Cap*  Mason  again  to  make  up  a  judgment;  I  say, 
what  you  have  had  from  me  was  but  only  upon  a 
sudden  sent  to  answer  in  such  things  as  are  only 
suggested  to  be  the  subject  matter  of  his  complaint, 
and  doubt  they'll  hardly  be  sufficient  to  enlighten  to  a 
sound  judgment.  But  lest  I  should  tire  your  Excel- 
lency, shall   only  beg  leave   to   subscribe, 

Your   Excellency's   Sincere   Friend 
and   Most   hum^'^'^   obedient  Serv^ 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Jan'"    i9**>,    1735/6. 

To  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq',  Gov',  &c. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  GOVERNOR  BELCHER  OF 
MASSACHUSETTS. 

May  it  please  Your  Excellency  : 

This  comes  to  express  my  great  thankfulness  for 
the  favor  of  yours  of  the  10*''  instant,  which  I  have 
received,  but  find  the  good  design  of  it  will  in  some 
measure  be  prevented  by  the  great  delay  of  the  bearer, 
who  came  to  the  Town  last  Friday,  and  as  I  hear  lay 
near  my  house  that  night,  yet  never  gave  me  your 
letter   till   the   next   day,  about   noon. 

I  am  unable  in  so  short  a  time  to  provide  any 
papers  for  our  Agent,  not  so  much  as  those  sent  to 
D'   Coleman,   tho'   they  are   but   the   least  part  of  our 
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defence,  yet  some  of  these  copies  I  had  from  Stoning- 
ton  and  New  London,  and  so  can't  be  had  now :  and 
I  think  it  will  be  better  for  us  to  desire  time  till  we 
can  furnish  the  Agent  and  instruct  him  fully,  than  to 
do  it  so  as  to  endanger  the  Cause  to  be  tryed  upon 
part  of  our  strength.  I  have  therefore  only  sent  him 
a  letter  at  present,  which  I  send  open  to  you,  that  you 
may  see  what  it  contains ;  then  I  pray  you  would  seal 
it,  and  send  it  forward.  If  it  should  come  too  late  for 
Cap^  Scutt,  I  pray  your  Excellency  to  forward  it  by 
the   first   opportunity. 

I  have  wrote  more  largely  to  M'  Winthrop  on 
this  affair,  to  which  I  must  beg  leave  to  refer  you, 
not  having  now  time  to  write  but  a  few  words  to 
yourself. 

Your  Excellency's  care  of  and  kindness  to  this 
Colony  has  always  been  very  great,  and  made  a  deep 
impression  on  me,  and  upon  many  others  here  amongst 
us,  and  if  upon  perusal  of  what  I  writ  to  M^  Win- 
throp the  Com''  shall  think  fit  to  write  to  the  Corpora- 
tion at  home,  against  this  perfidious  and  very  injuri- 
ous design  of  Cap*  Mason,  you  will  doubtless  serve 
this  Colony  and  the  Indians  very  much.  But  that  I 
refer   wholly  to   your   wisdom. 

I  thankfully  acknowledge  your  kind  offer  to  write 
to   our   Agent  on  our  behalf,  by  which   you  will  very 
much   oblige   the   whole   Colony,  and   in   particular. 
Your  very  humble   Serv^ 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  FeV^^   \f^,   1735/6. 

To  Jonathan  Belcher,  Esq'',  Gov^  &c. 
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GOVERNOR    TALCOTT    TO    FRANCIS    WILKS. 

S\-  Owaneco,  Sachem  of  Mohegan,  in  the  year 
1703  or  thereabouts,  complained  to  her  Late  Majesty, 
Queen  Ann,  of  some  injuries  done  him  by  the  Gov'- 
ment  of  Connecticut,  and  thereupon  obtained  a  Com- 
mission to  Gover'  Dudley  and  others,  to  inquire,  &c., 
into  those  matters,  who  held  their  Court  at  Stoning- 
town,  in  August,  1705,  and  determined  that  sundry 
lands  should  be  restored  to  Owaneco,  and  also  taxed 
a  bill  of  Cost  in  his  favour ;  but  whether  their  Com- 
mission will  bear  them  out  in  either  of  these,  if  need 
be,  must  be  inspected  by  you ;  for  I  never  saw  the 
Commission,  nor   can   I   tell   anywhere   to   find   it.* 

All  this  was  done  more  than  thirty  years  ago. 
There  are  now  several  flourishing  Towns,  containing 
many  hundred  families,  upon  the  land  by  that  Court 
ordered  to  be  restored  to  Owaneco,  all  in  peace  and 
quietness,  without  any  pretences  from  Ben  Uncass  to 
dissettle  them.  I  thought  all  had  been  quiet,  we  hav- 
ing secured  to  the  Sachems  of  Mohegan  their  lands 
there,  wherewith  he  is  easy,  and  no  ways  desirous  to 
disturb   the   English. 

But  about  a  month  ago,  Ben  Uncass,  the  Sachem 
of  that  people,  came  to  me  with  a  complaint,  that 
Cap*  John  Mason,  who  was  an  active  man  in.  the 
former  troubles,  and  of  late  has  been  a  Schoolmaster 
to  his  People,  had  often  been  urging  him  to  joyn  with 
him  to  revive  the  controversy,  and  he  would  gain  him 

*  A  certified  copy  of  Queen  Anne's  Commission  for  the  Court  held  at 
Stonington  in  1705,  is  contained  in  the  collection  of  papers  relating  to  the 
Mohegan  Case,  now  in  the  possession  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society. 
It  is  stated  that  the  original  is  in  the  possession  of  the  Hon*"*  Paul  Dudley. 
This  Commission  is  also  given  in  the  book,  Connecticut  an^  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  page  24.  This  book,  in  the  possession  of  the  Connfcticut  Histori- 
cal Society,  is  the  only  known  copy,  and  was  evidently  prepared  from 
manuscript  records  of  the  proceedings  of  the  Court  held  at  Norwich  in 
1743,  a  copy  of  which  is  included  in  the  above-mentioned  collection. 
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the  whole.  Country.  But  the  Sachem  declined  it,  and 
told  him  that  he  was  easy  with  the  English,  and 
thought  Mason  sought  only  to  serve  himself.  Mason 
told  him  that  he  had  been  at  great  cost,  and  the  Sa- 
chem told  him  that  he  had  sold  or  reserved  to  himself 
and  friends  lands  sufficient  to  answer  that,  and  a  great 
deal  more,  and  refused  to  join  with  him  in  any  such 
design.  The  Sachem  saith  that  upon  this  Cap*  Mason 
was  now  conspiring  with  one  Mahomet,  to  set  him  up 
for  the  Sachem  of  the  Moheagues,  and  so  by  that 
means  to  revive  the  old  controversy,  and  get  the  Coun- 
try from  him  and  the  English  both.  The  Sachem  was 
very  much  disgusted  at  it,  and  declared  him  self  ready 
to  appear  before  his  Majesty  the  King  of  Great  Bri- 
tain to  defend  his  right  to  be  the  Sachem  of  that  Peo- 
ple and  Country  against  Mahomet. 

I  was  much  surprised  to  hear  Cap*  Mason  should 
attempt  so  bad  a  thing,  although  Mahomet,  father  to 
this  impostor,  was  once  apparent  successor  to  Owaneco, 
yet  for  his  cruelty  and  murther  he  was  slain,  long  be- 
fore his  father's  death,  and  his  family  utterly  rejected 
by  that  Nation,  and  there  hath  been  three  succeeding 
undisturbed  Reigns  over  that  people,  contrary  to  the 
pretences  of  this   Mahomett. 

Ben  Uncas,  the  present  Sachem,  in  a  legal  descent 
is  heir  to  Caesar,  and  Ben  Uncas,  the  two  last  Sachems, 
and  is  now  in  full  possession  of  their  Government,  and 
hath  the  hearts  of  his  People. 

Two  days  since  I  had  an  express  from  Gov'.  Bel- 
cher, informing  me  that  Cap*  Mason  is  now  at  Boston 
with  Mahomet,  designing  this  very  day  to  sail  for 
Great  Britain.  His  Excellency  fears  he  will  give  us 
trouble,  if  you   are   not   speedily  advertised   of  it. 
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In  this  SO  short  a  time,  'tis  impossible  for  me  to 
supply  you  with  the  evidence  and  instructions  neces- 
sary to  be  cUsed  in  our  defence.  I  have  scarcely  time 
to  write  you  this  letter,  and  never  yet  heard  what  his 
Complaint  is.  But  certainly  it  is  a  thing  in  its  own 
nature  abominable  for  Cap*  Mason  to  conspire  with 
an  impostor,  to  set  him  up  Sachem  of  that  Nation, 
only  that  he  thereby  might  have  a  colour  to  contend 
with  this  Colony,  ruin  so  many  hundred  English  fam- 
ilies, and  abuse  the  Sachem  and  whole  Nation  of  the 
Indians.  'Tis  all  a  mean  Juggle,  and  so  indeed  was 
the  contention  with  us  formerly.  Owaneco  was  then 
only  a  Tool  made  use  of  by  Mason  to  disturb  the  Eng- 
lish, for  Mason  had  then  deeds  from  old  Uncas  and 
Owaneco,  by  which  he  claimed  their  whole  country, 
and  hath  since  sold  it  all;  which  I  shall  be  able  to 
prove,  if  you  can   obtain   time   for  me. 

My  desire  therefore  is  that  if  he  brings  on  his 
Complaint,  that  you  would  gain  time  to  let  me  know 
what  it  is,  and  send  my  evidences  and  answers  to  it. 
I  shall  be  getting  ready  my  evidences  as  fast  as  I  can, 
and  send  them  to  you  at  adventure,  (not  knowing  what 
we  have  to  answer  to,)  for  fear  of  the  worse,  but  can 
never  answer  fully  till  I  know  what  his  Complaint  is. 
M'  Belcher  in  England  is  a  Stranger  to  me,  but  well 
known  to  yourself.  If  you  need  Counsel,  I  would  have 
you  improve  the  best ;  and  if  you  think  him  sufficient 
to  serve  us  well,  he  will  be  a  very  agreeable  person 
to  me  to  be  employed  in  this  matter.  His  Father  has 
always  been  a  fast  friend  to  this  Colony,  and  I  doubt 
not  but  his  Son  will  prove  so  too:  but  in  this  and  all 
other  things  wherein  I  am  not  personally  acquainted,  I 
must  refer  my  self  to  you,  with  this  general  direction, 
43 
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that  you  always  do  what  you  think  will  most  conduce 
to  our  interest,  by  which  you  will  oblige,  Sir, 
Your  most  hum^^^  obedient  Servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

Hartford,  February  17**^,  1735/6. 
To  Francis  Wilks,  Esq'",  London. 

GOVERNOR   TALCOTT   TO   COL^  ADAM   WINTHROP. 

Honourable  S'' :  This  comes  to  acknowledge  the 
favour  of  yours,  in  which  you  so  well  express  your 
friendship  to  this  Colony,  and  faithfulness  to  the  In- 
dians, and  how  you  shall  determine  yourself,  in  case 
your  friendship  to  us  and  faithfulness  to  them  stands 
in   competition. 

I  confess  you  are  therein  very  just,  and  that  we 
ought  always  to  prefer  faithfulness  to  our  trust,  before 
friendship  to  our  friend,  when  they  are  inconsistent 
together;  but  in  this  case  'tis  hard  to  pursue  our  trust 
without  reluctancy  on  our  minds,  on  the  account  of 
friendship. 

But  when  contrary  to  our  fears  we  find  our  trust 
and  our  friend  are  united  in  the -same  interest,  so  that 
our  service  to  the  one  is  equally  a  service  to  the  other, 
this  gives  our  mind  that  chearfulness  and  freedom  that 
the  service  itself  even  carries  its  reward  with  it. 

I  doubt  not  it  is  from  these  sentiments  you  desire 
me  to  send  you  an  account  what  lands  we  have  se- 
cured and  kept  from  encroachments  for  the  Indians; 
not  that  you  would  make  me  an  instrument  to  provide 
you  with  materials  to  oppose  this  Colony,  tho'  you 
would  know  those  facts  truly  as  they  are.  But  the 
thing  that  you  choose,  hope  for,  and  should  rather 
rejoice  in,  is  that  by  me  you  may  be  informed  that 
this    Colony    hath    been    a    candid    protector    of    the 
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Indians,  and  hath  secured  for  them  lands  sufficient  for 
their  husbandry,  &c.  And  this  is  equally  an  agreeable 
task  for  me  to  perform.  We  both  serve  one  Great 
Master  here  on  earth,  and  a  Greater  still  in  heaven. 
Our  interest  is  the  same,  and  •  we  are  assured  our 
labour  of  love   shall   not  be  in   vain. 

I  have  therefore  herewith  sent  you  the  enclosed 
copies,  containing  the  evidence  of  these  matters,  as  far 
as  I  can  at  present  come  at  them.  Doubtless  more 
might  be  found  with  respect  to  their  lesser  tribes,  but 
having  no  complaint  about  them,  I  have  concerned 
myself  principally  about  the  Moheags  and  the  Pequotts. 

The  Pequotts  were  a  nation  conquered  1637,  and 
thereupon  had  no  pretence  to  lands.  Yet  you  will  see 
what  care  the  Government  has  taken  to  secure  Mashan- 
tuxet  to  them,  which  being  in  quantity  more  than  they 
could  improve,  and  some  of  it  so  stony  that  it  was  not 
fit  for  their  service,  the  English  are  allowed  to  im- 
prove some  of  it,  for  which  they  are  to  keep  the  Indi- 
ans field  sufficiently  fenced,  free  from  cost,  which  was 
judged  to  be  the  best  use  those  lands  could  be  put  to 
for  the  Indians,  they  being  a  slack  people  in  fencing, 
used  to  receive  much  damage,  make  many  complaints. 

You  will  also  see  what  lands  we  have  secured  at 
Moheagin  for  the  Moheags.  I  don't  hear  any  com- 
plaints the  place  is  too  strait  for  them.  I  suppose  they 
have  not  yet  improved  the  one  half  of  it,  though  they 
have  there  several  English  tenants,  who  hold  by  leases 
under  them,  and  constantly  pay  them  rents.  They 
have  been  a  people  so  addicted  to  sell  their  lands,  that 
it  has  been  no  small  trouble  and  cost  to  this  Govern- 
ment to  secure  this  to  them.  Our  Committee  are  often 
with  them. 

Cap*  Mason's  design  of  deposing  Ben  Uncase  and 
setting   up    Mahomett   is    very   perfidious   to   the   trust 
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you  reposed  in  him,  and  injurious  to  the  Indians.  To 
convince  you  of  this,  you  must  suffer  me  a  little  to 
lead   you   into  that   affair. 

Mahomett,  father  to  him  now  with  Cap*  Mason, 
was  once  the  apparent  successor  to  his  father,  Owa- 
naco,  but  proved  a  man  of  that  intolerable  pride  and 
cruelty  that  he  became  insupportable  to  them,  and 
brought  upon  himself  their  general  hatred.  Pride 
which  tramples  down  all  is  of  that  nature  to  rise  in 
proportion  to  the  opposition  that  is  made  to  it.  So  it 
was  with  this  man :  he  still  grew  worse  and  worse,  till 
one  day,  meeting  with  an  Indian  with  whom  he  had 
a  petty  quarrell,  he  knocked  him  down,  and  never  left 
striking  till  he  had  in  a  most  barbarous  manner  beat 
out  his  brains  upon  the  earth.  This  exceedingly  exas- 
perated the  Nation  against  him,  and  the  Avenger  of 
Blood  soon  after  (and  as  I  have  heard,  while  they 
were  burying  the  murdered  Indian)  shot  him  dead  in 
his  own  house.  The  general  indignation  of  the  people 
was  so  great  against  him,  that  it  was  not  thought  safe 
this  young  Mahomett  vShould  live  with  them,  for  fear 
of  the  same  fate ;  and  accordingly  he  hath  not  lived 
amongst  them,  but  has  been  utterly  rejected  by  them. 

When  Owanaco  dyed,  which  I  think  was  about 
one  or  two  and  twenty  years  since,  they  installed  Cea- 
sor,  a  younger  brother  of  Mahomett  then  dead.  When 
he  dyed  they  installed  Ben  Uncase,  brother  to  Owa- 
naco. When  he  dyed,  which  I  think  is  about  8  years 
since,  they  installed  Ben  Uncass,  his  son,  the  present 
Sachem.  In  all  these  installments  there  was  more 
ceremony,  pomp,  and  unanimity  than  could  have  been 
expected  from  such  a  people.  Thus  there  hath  been 
three  undisturbed  Reigns  over  that  people,  contrary  to 
the  pretence  of  this  Mahomett,  in  all  which  time  I 
never  heard  that  Cap^  Mason  lisped  a  word  that  those 
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were  not  the  Right  Sachems,  but  on  the  contrary  he 
took  the  schools  and  leases  of  lands  under  Ben  Uncass, 
acknowledging  and  paying  rents  to  him  as  the  Sachem. 

But  this  was  a  very  irksome  change  to  him  who 
had  so  long  called  all  that  country  his  own,  now  to 
become  a  tenant  to  the  Indians.  Therefore  to  recover 
himself  out  of  this,  he  first  begins  to  inveigle  Ben 
Uncase  to  cast  off  his  dependence  on  the  Government 
and  to  depend  on  him  and  he  would  help  him  to  all 
the  country,  and  I  fear  he  so  much  imposed  upon 
young  M'"  Barber*  to  assist  him  in  it.  But  the  Sachem 
had  not  forgot  what  vast  tracts  of  lands  the  Masons 
had  disposed  of  in  his  Uncle's  days,  and  perceiving  all 
would  have  been  gone  if  the  Government  had  not 
secured  him  this,  would  not  comply,  but  declared 
his  steady  adherence  to  the  Government.  This  Cap* 
Mason  looks  upon  to  be  a  sufficient  reason  to  depose 
him,  and  advance  Mahomett,  who  being  set  up  by  him 
will  doubtless  prove  more  plyable.  And  hereupon  he 
breaks  thro'  all,  leaves  the  School  and  the  Nation  in  a 
flame,  to  pursue  his  design,  and  if  he  succeeds  in  it, 
what  can  be  expected  from  it  but  murders,  contention 
and  every  evil  work  amongst  them. 

They  were  so  incensed  against  M""  Barber,  for  his 
unwary  discourse  with  the  Sachem,  and  a  mistrust  that 
he  joins  with  Cap*  Mason  in  this  design,  that  altho'  I 
am  using  my  utmost  endeavor  to  reconcile  them,  upon 
my  being  informed  by  D""  Coleman  that  he  is  not  in 
that  design,  yet  I  fear  I  shall  not  be  able  to  accom- 
plish it.  I  hear  there  is  but  two  or  three  will  as  yet 
come  to  hear  him.  What  frame  then  may  we  think 
they  will  be  in,  when  they  shall  find  their  Sachem 
whom   they   love   is   deposed,   and   another  whom   they 

*  The  missionary  sent  to  the   Mohegans  by  the   Commissioners  of  the 
Society  for  the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel  in  New  England.     See  page  290. 
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abhor  set  over  them.  Their  Sachem  is  deposed  be- 
cause he  would  not  join  with  Cap*  Mason  to  let  him 
sell  the  little  land  they  have  left,  as  he  and  his  rela- 
tions have  done  all  the  rest  of  their  country;  and  this 
stranger  is  set  over  them  because  he  will  fall  in  with 
that  design.  Will  they  not  be  ready  to  say,  our  ftiinis- 
ter  and  our  school  master  has  brought  all  this  upon 
us:  had  we  not  barkened  to  the  English  in  the  matter 
of  Religion,  we  had  never  had  these  men  amongst  us, 
and  if  they  had  not  come  amongst  us,  we  might  have 
been  secure  in  our  possessions  under  our  Prince. 

By  the  copy  you  enclosed  to  me,  and  for  which  I 
thank  you,  I  see  the  Com'^^  have  resolved  not  to  write 
to  the  Corporation  in  favor  of  Cap*  Mason,  at  present :  ^ 
which  I  understand  in  this  sense,  that  the  Com",  are 
resolved  faithfully  and  religiously  to  pursue  their  trust 
towards  the  Indians,  they  are  not  yet  satisfyed  that 
his  design  is  for  the  benefit  of  it:  but  when  they 
shall  be  satisfyed  that  his  design  is  for  the  advantage 
of  their  design   of  Gospelizing  the   Indians,  they  will 


+  "Jan^y  26,  1735  (1735-6).  A  Petition  of  Cap'  John  Mason  read,  setting 
forth  the  incroachments  by  the  English  on  the  Lands  of  the  Mohegan 
Indians,  That  he  as  Guardian  to  the  s**  Indians  has  been  long  looking  to 
the  Government  of  Connecticut  for  Redress  but  in  Vain;  Wherefore  he 
proposes  to  take  a  Voyage  to  England  &  to  make  Application  to  the 
Crown,  desiring,  the  Commiss"  to  recommend  him  to  the  Hon*"*  Corpora- 
tion for  their  Countenance  &  Assistance.  The  Commiss"  having  taken 
into  their  mature  consideration  the  Papers  and  Records  offered  both  by 
the  Government  of  Connecticut  &  Cap'  Mason  do  at  present  decline  to 
Comply  with  the  proposals  in  Cap'  Mason's  Petition,  depending  on  the 
said  Government  that  agreeably  to  professions  &  Declarations  they  have 
made,  they  will  take  effectual  Measures  to  do  justice  to  the  Indians  with 
respect  to  their  Lands,  that  so  they  may  be  in  a  capacity  to  live  in 
a  compact  manner  &  in  a  better  condition  to  receive  Instruction  and 
the  Christian  Religion.  Voted,  that  a  Letter  be  written  to  Gov^  Talcot 
inclosing  a  Coppy  of  this  Vote  &  pressing  him  to  use  his  Endeavours  that 
the  Indians  may  have  their  Right,  &  desiring  that  he  would  please  to 
give  Direction  that  an  account  be  taken  of  the  several  parcels  of  Land 
within  that  Colony  which  the  Indians  now  possess  free  of  all  Encroach- 
ments, and  that  the  Ace"  be  transmitted  to  the  Commiss"."  — J/^".  Minutes, 
etc. 
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assist  him,  and  write  home  to  the  Corporation  in  his 
favor.  Thus  far  I  think  is  plain,  and  while  I  have 
the  book  in  my  hand,  I  think  I  may  fairly  read  a 
little  further;  that  when  it  shall  appear  to  them  that 
his  design  is  directly  contrary  to  the  end  of  their 
trust,  and  threatens  to  overthrow  it,  they  will  improve 
their  interest  and  write  to  the  Corporation  against 
him.  If  in  this  I  am  wrong.  Sir,  I  hope  you  will 
correct  me.  But  if  such  a  consequence  may  be  drawn^ 
from  that  determination,  I  have  this  to  say,  that  I 
have  laid  the  case  fairly  before  you.  You  are  wise  to 
know  the  way  you  should  go.  My  opinion  is  that 
thcvSe  Honou^-able  and  Rev*^  Gentlemen,  the  Com", 
can  in  nothing  better  pursue  their  trust  to  the 
Indians,  than  in  writing  home  to  the  Corporation 
against  him.  And  to  recur  to  where  I  first  began,  in 
a  word,  herein  also  you  will  serve  your  friend  and 
Most  humble  S\ 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  February  \f^',  1735/6. 

P.  S.  5*".'  You  mention'd  no  particulars  to  me, 
wherein  you  would  specially  be  informed,  which  if 
you  shall  hereafter  do,  or  desire  evidence  to  any  mat- 
ter of  fact  referred  to  in  this  letter,  please  to  let  me 
know  it,  and  I  shall  be  glad  to  serve  you  in  it. 

P.  S.  I  have  sent  inclosed  one  Act  impowering 
Com'■^  of  the  Indian  affairs,*  &c.,  one  lease  by  them 
made  to  Cap^  Mason,  to  inform  you  that  Cap*  Mason 
hath  acknowledged  Ben  Uncass  to  be  the  Sachem  of 
those  lands ;  and  other  leases  might  be  produced, 
under  Cap*  Mason's  hand,  of  the  same  nature,  if  need 
be.  The  leases  are  generally  made  payable  to  the 
Com'^  for  the  use  and  behoof  of  the  Indians,  and  the 
money   truly  paid  to  them   to  their  good  satisfaction. 

*  Colonial  Records,  VI.,  77-78 ;  VII.,  75. 
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I  have  also  inclosed  copies  of  the  Indians'  lands  at 
Middletown,  and  as  I  may  have  opportunity  shall  be 
always  ready  to  inform  you  of  everything  in  my  power 
relating  to  the  Indians'  concerns  in  this  Colony:  for 
I   am,  Sir, 

Yours   and   Theirs   to   Serve   as   I   may, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

[Indorsed]  Copy  Let'  sent  to  Col«  Adam  Winthrop, 
Esq^  Feb""  17,  1735/6;  Indian  affairs,  &c.  Mason: 
Mohegan   Indians. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   LIEUT.  JAMES   HARRIS.* 

Hartford,  feb'"  28"',  1735/6. 
LiEU^  Harriss. 

Sir  : 

I  writ  the  incloased  this  morn  expecting  to  have 
benn  early  enow  to  have  given  it  you  before  you 
went  out  of  town,  and  had  more  discors  with  you  on 
the  particulars  Complain'd  of  by  Cap^"  Mason  against 
this  Gov^'ment.  But  that  failed.  I  desire  therefore 
that  you  would  Recolect  and  wright  down  the  particu- 
lars as  farr  as  your  memory  will  serve  you,  and  when 
the  Judges  of  our  Superior  Court  comes  to  N:  London, 
even  at  their  first  entrance  give  that  acco^  to  major 
Wolcott.  I  direct  you  to  him  because  he  only  of 
those  Gen^^men  have  consulted  with  me,  and  knows 
what  is  allredy  done,  and  I  hope  while  the  Court  sits 

*  Lieut.  James  Harris  was  born  in  Boston,  April  4,  1673;  came  to  New 
London  with  his  father  in  1690;  he  removed  from  New  London  to  Mohe- 
gan in  1698,  and  settled  upon  a  tract  of  land  granted  by  Oweneco,  the 
Mohegan  Sachem,  to  his  wife  Sarah,  who  was  an  especial  favorite  with 
Oweneco,  as  was  also  her  father,  Samuel  Rogers.  James  Harris  also  held 
very  friendly  relations  with  the  Mohegans,  and  Oweneco  and  his  successors 
were  lavish  in  their  grants  of  land  to  him.  In  1714  he  was  commissioned 
Lieutenant  of  the  north  company  in  New  London.  He  removed  to  Col- 
chester in  1718,  where  he  died  Feb.  10,  it s^.  — Morgan's  Harris  Genealogy, 
2o-2g. 
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will  give  you  any  directions  that  may  be  thought 
proper  to  git  such  papers  and  Records  as  may  be 
needed  in  our  defence  against  Cap*  Mason's  Com- 
plaints. And  if  you  appryhend  that  Cap*  B:  is  attacht 
to  Cap*  Mason's  interest  give  the  Maj'  Wolcott  hint  of 
it,  for  by  his  advice  I  wrot  to  Cap'  Bushnell  as  I  did 
to  M'  John  Richards.  Lett  the  Major  know  I  have 
imploy[edJ  M'  Attorney  Fowler  to  take  out  Copys  y* 
are  on  Lebinon  and  Windham  Records  of  the  land 
sold  in  those  towns  p""  Oweneco  and  the  Masons,  and 
allso  a  Copy  of  old  Uncasses  deed  to  old  Major  Mason 
of  1659,  (if  I  mistake  not  the  date)  that  is  Recorded 
in  Windham.*  Pray  take  the  best  advice  you  can  in 
all  matters  Relating  to  the  premises,  and  afford  your 
best  help.  If  I  had  known  you  had  been  so  much 
acquaint[ed]  with  those  affairs  I  should  have  spoken 
with  you  sooner  after  you  came  to  Hartford.  But  the 
few  minits  I  had,  &c,  filld  with  other  company  I 
thought  not  proper  to  enter  upon  it.  I  hope  this  will 
not  be  too  late.  With  these  lines  you  may  [wait  ?  tornj 
upon  Major  Wolcott,  with  my  Hum^'  Service,  I  am 

S''   yours   to 
[Rest  of  signature  torn   off.] 

[Indorsed]     Gov'   Talcott's   Letter,    1735. 

DEPOSITION  OF  JAMES  HARRIS. 
James  Harris  of  New  London  Declares  and  Sais 
that  about  the  Time  that  Cap*  John  Mason  was  prepar- 
ing to  Go  to  England  Against  this  Goverment  I  being 
Apprised  thereof  went  Imediatly  to  Hartford  and 
Informed  Gov'  Talcott  thereof  for  which  I  Charge 
the  Goverment  in  my  Acco*  £2.  —  And  when  I  had 
informed  the  Gov'  of  the  said  Affair  he  s^  Gov'  ordered 
me   to   go   home   and    Search   our    Records    Respecting 

♦  See  page  348. 
44 
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that  affair,  and  Take  Copys  of  all  Such  Things  as 
might  be  of  advantage  to  the  Gov^ment.  Accordingly 
when  I  Came  home  I  did  go  to  New  London,  and  did 
Search  the  Records  and  Severall  Copys.  And  I  at 
the  Same  Time  Informed  the  Gov'  that  I  Supposed 
Cap*  Mason  would  go  to  Rhoad  Island  and  try  to  git 
that  Colony's  Seal  affixed  to  his  papers,  and  the  Gov' 
ordered  me  to  try  [to]  keep  s"^  Mason  from  having 
that  Colony  Seal  affixed  to  his  papers,  all  which  Cost 
me  what  I  have  charged  in  my  Acco'^  for  the  same 
and  much  more.  The  s'^  Gov*"  also  Insisted  that  I 
should  try  whether  I  could  not  by  any  means  per- 
swade  Yeomanumps'^  from  going  to  England  with  s"^ 
Mason.  Accordingly  I  went  to  New  London  and  saw 
s^  Yeomanumps  and  used  my  utmost  Indeavour  to  per- 
swade  him  but  could  not,  and  then  I  procure*^  Caleb,  a 
man  which  I  thought  could  prevail  with  him  if  any 
such  thing  could  possibly  be  Effected,  and  Accordingly 
I  Agreed  with  s'^  Caleb  (being  Yeomanumps  good  friend) 
to  go  to  boston,  and  try  his  Skill,  which  Accordingly 
s^^  Caleb  did  go,  and  Use  his  best  Indeavours,  and  could 
not  effect  it;  the  charge  of  which  is  as  in  my  Ren- 
dered. And  as  touching  the  Expences  at  M'  Shapley'sf 
the  Indians  were,  by  orders  of  the  Gov""  afores*^  to 
me,  to  be  Convened  in  order  to  make  a  Revocation, 
which  Charge  I  paid  as  p'  s^  Shapley's  Ace*.  And  as 
to  my  Charge  for  Times  and  Expenses  at  the  first 
Com"  Courts,  I  am  sure  it  is  much  Less  than  I  spent 
at  s^  Court.  And  as  to  the  Charges  paid  to  Sundry 
Indians  at  the  Last  Commiss''  Court,  I  went  to  Hartford 
with  a  Number  of  s.*^  Indians,  and  met  the  Colony's 
Agents,  and  Informed  them  that  the  Indians  were 
grown  uneasy,  and  Threatened  to  go  off  without  some 

*  Mamohet,  or  Mahomet. 

+  Mr.  Shapley  was  a  tavern-keeper  in  New  l^on^on.  —  He inpstecVs  Diary. 
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Considerations,  they  having  been  offered  Large  Sums 
on  the  other  Side,  upon  which  our  Agents  ordered  me 
to  Agree  with  them  by  all  means,  and  to  use  my  best 
Skill  and  Judgment  in  the  affair.  And  I  Agree  with 
them  as  cheap  as  I  could.  And  as  to  the  Large  Sum 
paid  Sam  Uncass,  it  was  agreed  to  by  Col.  Bulkley  as 
well  as  my  Self  by  Reason  that  Sam  was  a  Restless 
Active  fellow,  and  he  said  if  we  would  not  give  him 
^  so  much  he  would  go  to  the  other  Side,  where  he  could 
have  much  more."^ 

New  London,  Octob'  6^'',  1746,  Personally  Appeared 
M'  James  Harris,  and  made  Oath  to  the  Truth  of  the 
foregoing  declaration. 

Jurat  Coram    John   Richards  Jus.  Pac. 

CAPT.    BENAJAH    BUSHNELL  f    TO    GOVERNOR    TALCOTT. 

To    the    Honourable    the    Govenor. 
May    if   please   yotir    Ho7ier 

I  Reed  yours  on  Munday  night  after  nine  aclock 
—  on  Tuesday  morning  Early  I  wrote  to  M""  Richards 
to  meete  me  on  Wensday  att  Mohegen,  and  the  rest 
of  the  Day  I  spent  in  Serching  the  Records  to  see 
what  I  cold  find  there,  in  Persuance  to  your  Honer's 
Direction.  I  cannot  find  any  Deed  of  Major  Mason's 
of  1650,  but  I  have  found  a  Copie  of  a  deed  from  s^ 
Oncas  to  Mason,  Dated  Mohegen,  the  15*''  Day  of 
August,  7^59,  which  was  Taken  off  the  Record  att 
Hartford,  and  Signed  by  John  Stanton,  Recorder, 
which    I    Suppose    is    the    first    Deed    y^    ever    Major 


*A  note  for  £10  from  James  Harris  to  Sam  Uncas  is  in  the  Connecti- 
cut Archives:  Indian  Papers,  II,  10.  See  also  John  Richards's  testimony, 
ibid.,  //.  5. 

+  Capt.  Benajah  Bushnell  was  born  May  4,  168 1,  in  Norwich ;  he  was 
appointed  Captain  of  the  trainband  in  Norwich  in  1721 ;  served  many  times 
as  deputy  for  Norwich ;  justice  of  the  peace  for  New  London  County ; 
appointed  to  audit  the  Colony  accounts  in  1730.  —  Colonial  Records,  Vols, 
v.,  VI. ^  VII.     Savage's  Genealogical  Dictionary,  I.  ji8. 
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Mason  ever  had  of  Oncas.  See  N"*  i."^  I  allso  find 
a  copie  of  a  covenant  betweene  Oncas,  Oeneco  & 
Attawanhad,  Sachems  of  Mohegen,  and  Major  Mason, 
which  bears  Date  the  9th  of  May,  i6ji,  and  is  a  copie 
of  Record  signed  John  Allin,  Secretary,  but  it  is  not 
signed  by  the  parties.  See  N°  2.f  I  have  found  an 
original  Deed  in  my  father's  Chest,  from  Oweneco  to 
Cap*  Samuel  Mason  of  Stonington,  wherein  he  has 
Passed  over  all  the  Land  North  of  Norwich,  East  of 
the  new  plantation,  which  I  suppose  to  be  Windham, 
and  so  to  the  utmost  of  his  Claims  East.  To  Avoid 
ffraud  s"^  Deed  bears  Date  the  13*^  Day  of  Desember, 
1686,  and  I  think  it  may  be  well  Improved  to  shew 
that  nether  Granter  or  Grandtee  understood  that  the 
ffee  of  the  Land  passed  by  Deed  '59.  The  aboves'^ 
Deed  is  Recorded  att  Stonington,  and  signed  John 
Stanton,    Recorder.     See    N°    3. 

I  have  found  a  deed  from  Oeneco  to  his  peapol 
in  our  Record  wherein  he  hath  Passed  all  the  Lands 
Called  the  Sequestration  to  them,  which  Deed  bears 
Date  the  6*^^  Day  of  March,  i68j,  all  which  will  shew 
that  the  Indians  supposed  y*  the  Sequestration  was 
signed  by  the  partye.  See  N"  4.:;:  I  Cant  find  the 
Declaration  nor  the  Reasons,  but  M'  Richards  hath 
found    itt    with    the    Reasons. 

2ly.  I  Suppose  that  Preston,  Lebanon,  and  Part  of 
Moo  of  \sic\  part  of  Plainfield,  Part  of  Canterbury,  were 


*The  deeds  referred  to  in  the  text  were  not  appended  to  the  letter  as 
found  in  the  papers  relating  to  the  Mohegan  controversy,  in  the  posses- 
sion of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  excepting  "No.  i."  This  deed 
from  Uncas  and '  Wawequay,  "Sachems  of  the  Mohegan  Country,"  con- 
veys to  Maj.  John  Mason,  all  their  Lands  "with  all  the  Come  and  Corne 
Lands  wheresoever "  and  binds  themselves  and  their  heirs  that  Mason  shall 
enjoy  them  without  molestation  or  encumbrance,   Aug.   15,   1659. 

+  This  covenant   is  in  the   Connecticut  Archives:  Indian  Papers,  I.  2b. 

XK  copy  of  this  deed  is  in  the  CoTinecticut  Archives:  Indian  Papers, 
I.  40. 
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all  Purchased  of  Oeneco,  with  the  Consent  of  Cap*  Sam- 
uel Mason.  Windham,  Coventry,  Hebron,  Passed  by 
Joshua's  Will,'^  which  is  a  great  part  of  his  Contry.  Cap* 
Peter  Mason  Sould  Willington,  and  a  Great  Deall  of 
Land  about  Hope  River,  all  by  vertue  of  the  old  Deed 
of  '59  as  I  Suppose.  I  find  that  Maior  Mason  hath  a 
deed  from  Joshua  of  one  mile  of  Land  to  the  norward 
of  Norwich,  and  is  about  8  mile  in  Length,  and  bears 
Date  the  S'''  of  March,  1675/6.  See  N«  5.  &  I  find 
that  Maior  Mason  hath  had  about  500  acres  to  the 
westward  of  Norwich,  and  his  title  is  all  Recorded 
att  Hartford  in  the  publick  Records  there.f  AH  which 
Lands  are  Confermed  by  General!  Assembly,  which 
Deed  and  Conffermation  was  all  Done  but  about  15 
years  after  the  Deed  in  '59,  which  will  make  it  mane- 
festly  to  appear  that  nether  Granter  nor  Granttee 
ever  understood  that  the  ffee  of  the  Land  passed  by 
Deed    '59. 

*  A  copy  of  Joshua's,  or  Attawanhood's  will  is  in  the  Connecticut 
Archives:  Indian  Papers,  I.  jo.  It  is  dated  at  Potopaug,  Feb.  29,  1675, 
(1675-6).  "Joshua,  sachem  of  the  Niantic  Indians,  and  a  son  of  Uncas, 
the  'great  sachem  of  Mohegan,'  by  his  will,  made  in  1676,  gave  large 
tracts  of  land  in  (what  now  constitutes)  the  counties  of  Windham  and 
Tolland,  to  certain  gentlemen  of  Hartford,  Windsor,  Saybrook,  and  else- 
where,—  reserving  other  tracts,  one  of  which  was  on  Willimantic  and 
Hop  Rivers,  for  his  sons,  only  one  of  whom  long  survived  him.  The 
title  of  the  testator  to  the  lands  which  he  so  liberally  distributed 
was,  to  say  the  least,  somewhat  questionable.  So  thought  the  General 
Court,  —  though  the  principal  men  of  the  Colony,  members  of  the  upper 
and  lower  houses,  were  numbered  among  the  legatees.  It  was  not  without 
much  hesitation  that  the  will  was  admitted  to  probate,  and  then  only  on 
condition  that  the  legatees  should  '  submit  the  dispose  and  improvement 
of  the  said  lands  to  the  General  Court's  ordering,  to  make  a  plantation  of.' 
This  precaution  proved  unavailing.  For  more  than  fifty  years  afterwards, 
the  claims  of  '  Joshua's  legatees '  were  a  fruitful  source  of  contention  and  liti- 
gation, and  greatly  retarded  the  settlement  of  those  parts  of  the  Colony  over 
which  they  extended." — /.  //.  Trttvibull,  Historical  N'otes  on  some  of  the 
Connecticut  Statutes. 

+  There  is  a  patent  to  Major  Mason  of  500  acres  of  upland,  and  50 
acres  of  meadow  at  Pomacook,  which  "endeth  towards  Connecticutt  path 
and  way  to  Weathersfield,"  dated  July  8,  1686,  Colony  /Records,  I  I  J.,  or 
Book  D.  Also  a  patent  of  Joshua's  land,  same  date ;  see  also  Colonial 
Records,  II.  234. 
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3ly.  As  to  Mahamit's  Turblent  Carriges  and  In- 
sultings  among  his  people,  See  N°  6.  The  Indians 
are  very  Loth  to  Give  any  Evidence  in  y^  Case,  that 
I  cant  git  one  to  speake  in  that  Case.  And  as  to  the 
three  Raigns  since  Oeneco,  I  have  Ceasor's  will,  but  it 
hath  no  Date  to  it,  but  I  ffind  that  he  Died  about  14 
years  ago  last  ffall,  —  and  Ben  the  i  Raigned  about 
23/^  years,  and  Ben  the  2  saith  that  he  hath  Raigned 
about  10  years.  I  Cant  git  no  Evidences  of  there  Dis- 
carding of   Mahamit  the   2. 

4ly.  On  Wensday  I  met  M'  Richards  att  Mohe- 
gen,  and  went  to  Ben's  wigwam,  and  asked  him 
Several  Questions,  which  he  Answered.  All  which  M"" 
Richards  will  give  your  Honer  an  accompt  of  att 
Large.  We  found  but  7  ffamilies  att  Mohegen,  and 
but  6  men,  (beside  Ben),  2  of  them  Declared  them- 
selves well  satisfyed  in  the  present  Raigne  under 
Ben,  &  said  they  thought  y*  the  people  were  all  well 
vSatisfyed.  The  others  said  that  they  did  not  care  to 
Declare  or  say  anything  about  it,  without  the  People 
were  all  together.  Since  that  I  have  Examined  Ned 
&  Jo:  Webux,  who  say  they  are  very  Easy  in  the 
present  Sachem,  &  think  it  not  worth  a  while  to 
Change. 

5ly.  Major  Mason's  Death  I  ffind  in  the  first 
Preface  to  his  History  of  the  Peaquitt  War,  which 
was  in  the  years  of  our  Lord  i6y2  or  i6jj.  There 
your  Honer  may  find  it,  a  new  book.^  I  have  Ex- 
amined Several  of  the  Indians,  Concerning  the  num- 
ber of  all  the  ffamelies  that  belong  to  the  whole 
Tribe    of    them,    and    they    have    Reckoned    them    up, 

*  A  Brief  History  of  the  Pequot  War :  especially  of  the  memorable  Tak- 
ing of  their  Fort  at  Mistick  in  Connecticut  in  1637.  Written  by  Major  John 
Mason,  A  principal  Actor  therein,  etc.  With  an  Introduction  and  some 
Explanatory  Notes  by  the  Reverend  Mr.  Thomas  Prince.  S.  Kneeland  & 
T.  Green.     1736. 
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and  Cant  make  more  than  28  of  them,  &  Several 
of  them  are  non  Residents,  and  ^seldom  Live  there. 
And  there  are  several  Widdows  that  keepe  house, 
which  they  Reckoned  as  jffamilies.  And  they  are 
not  only  a  few  but  miserable  pore,  that  I  think  if 
our  Soveraigne  Lord  the  King  knew  their  Circom- 
stances  well  he  would  hardly  put  himself  much  out 
of  his  waie  to  obtain  an  alliance  with  them.  I  Beg 
your  Honer's  Pardon  for  my  Rudeness  for  insisting 
so  much  beyond  my  Instructions,  and  so  make  but 
to  Subscribe  your  Honer's  most  obediant  and  humble 
Servant    Allwaies    att    Command 

BENAJAH    BUSHNELL. 
Dated  in   Norwich,  ffeb' 
the    29^''    Day,    A.  D.    1735/6. 

GOVERNOR   BELCHER   OF   MASSACHUSETTS   TO 
AGENT  WILKS. 

Sir:  I  wrote  you  a  few  lines  24^*"  of  last  month, 
^  Hammet  to  Bristol,  inclosing  duplicate  of  a  letter  to 
you  from  Gov'  Talcott,  and  the  original  comes  here- 
with, and  Capt'  Mason  with  his  son  and  two  Indians, 
by  the  same  conveyance.  Untill  he  has  enter'd  his 
Complaint  to  the  King  in  Council,  it  is  difficult  to  know 
what  is  right;  but  it  will  be  best  you  lodge  Caveats 
at  the  proper  offices,  to  be  notify 'd  of  all  his  proceed- 
ings, and  to  ask  time  sufficient  for  the  Gov"'*"  of  Con- 
necticut to  make  answer,  after  they  are  serv'd  with  a 
Copy  of  his  CompP,  and  I  am  afraid  the  poor  man  is 
engaging  in  this  affair  to  his  own  Ruin.  He  has  been 
imploy'd  by  the  Commiss''  as  Schoolmaster  to  the 
Indians  for  5  or  6  years  past,  at  ;^ioo.  a  year  this 
money,  which  is  but  a  small  matter,  and  I  believe  his 
Circumstances  are  strait;  he  has  not  behav'd  with  that 
good  manners  he  ought  to  the  Commiss",  by  deserting 
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their  service  without  their  leave,  and  upon  his  applying 
to  them  in  this  Business,  they  would  have  nothing 
to  do  with  it,  or  give  him  the  least  Countenance, 
or  so  much  as  a  letter  to  the  Company  at  home,  who 
I  hope  will  show  him  no  Friendship,  since  he  has 
slighted  their  Commiss"  in  his  behaviour  about  this 
Business. 

As  to  M'  Belcher's  appearing  as  one  of  the  Coun- 
cil for  Connecticut,  I  cannot  consent,  unless  you  and 
the  rest  of  his  Friends  think  he  is  ripe  enough  to  appear 
in  a  solemn  Argument  before  the  King  in  Council. 

As  I  write  you  now  by  desire  of  the  Government 
of  Connecticut,  so  I  shall  from  time  to  time,  when  any- 
thing new  offers  on  this  head. 

I  remain,  with  my  best  Respects,  Sir, 

Your  Friend  and  Servant, 

J.  B. 

Boston,  March  i'^  1735/6.  (Copy.) 

M--   WiLKS. 

[Indorsed]     Gov'    Belcher's    of    March     i'\     1735/6,    to 
Agent  Wilks,  of  Capt"  Mason. 

GOVERNOR   BELCHER   OF   MASSACHUSETTS   TO    HIS   SON, 
JONATHAN   BELCHER.* 

Dear  Jonathan:  This  comes  under  M'  Wilks's 
cover,  purely  in  favour  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut. 
One  Mason  goes  with  Capt^  Scutt,  and  carrys  his  Son, 
and  two  Indians,  to  complain  of  injustice  (as  he  says) 
done  him  and  the  Indians  by  the  Government  of  Con- 
necticut. The  Gov'"  has  wrote  M""  Wilks  to  see  you, 
as  one   of  the  Counsel   to  appear   before   the   King  in 

♦Jonathan  Belcher,  Jr.,  born  July  23,  1710;  Harvard  College,  1728;  he 
was  a  student  at  law  in  the  Temple,  and  served  his  father  in  London; 
afterwards  one  of  the  early  settlers  at  Chebucto  (now  Halifax);  Chief 
Justice  and  Lieutenant-Governor  of  Nova  Scotia;  died  March  29,  1776.— 
Historic-Genealogical  Register,  XX  VII.  242.  Memorial  History  of  Boston, 
JI.  57,  60.    Palfrey's  History  of  New  England,  IV.  jjg. 
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behalf  of  the  Colony,  if  M""  Wilks  thinks  you  a  capable 
Person.  I  now  write  him,  as  I  do  you,  by  no  means 
to  engage  in  a  solemn  Argument  before  the  King  in 
Council,  if  you  have  a  Diffidence  of  going  thro*  the 
matter  with  Knowledge  and  Honour.  But  let  that  be 
as  it  will,  I  expect  you  to  be  ready  on  all  occasions  to 
do  every  Service  in  your  power  for  the  Government 
and  good  People  of  Connecticut. 

By  what  Papers  I  have  seen,  I  can't  think  this 
Mason  has  right  on  his  side,  nor  do  I  desire  you  should 
have  any  acquaintance  with  him. 

I  refer  you  to  M*"  Wilks  for  a  further  acco*\  and 
am,  Your  Loving  Father, 

Boston,  March  2^,  1735/6.  J.  B. 

M'  Belcher.  (Copy.) 

[Indorsed]     Gov""   Belcher's  to   his   son   in    England   re- 
lating to  Cap*   Mason. 

FRANCIS   WILKS  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

London,  4"^  May,  1736. 
Copia  ^  Hind. 
Sir:  I  am  favour'd  with  yours  of  the  7*^  [17*''] 
Feb^',*  advising  of  Cap*  Mason's  design  in  coming  to 
England.  He  has  been  arrived  3  weeks,  but  has  not 
as  yet  appear'd  at  any  of  the  Publick  Offices,  or  begun 
with  his  Complaint  against  the  Colony.  I  have  secured 
notice  being  sent  me  of  the  first  Step  he  takes,  and 
you  may  depend  I  shall  attend  all  his  motions,  so  as 
to  prevent  his  gaining  any  advantage  of  the  Colony. 
This  Ship's  Departure  happening  more  sudden  than  I 
expected,  leaves  me  time  only  to  inclose  you  two 
Monthly  Papers,  and  to  assure  you  that  I  am,  with 
very   great   Respect,  S"", 

Yo'  Most  Obed*  humble  Serv*. 
FRA.  WILKS. 

♦See  page  334. 
45 
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FRANCIS  WILKS  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

L0ND°,  19*''  May,  1736. 
Sir :  This  confirms  the  above  Copy  of  my  last,  since 
which  I  have  had  notice  to  attend  the  Lords  of  Trade, 
Yesterday,  upon  a  Complaint  of  the  Mohegen  Indians. 
I  am  ordered  a  Copy  of  their  Memorial,  and  am  to  attend 
again  next  Tuesday.  I  think  it's  impossible  they  can 
proceed  in  it  without  granting  me  time  to  send  over 
the  said  Memorial  to  you,  and  to  receive  your  answer, 
which  is  what  I  shall  insist  upon.  If  the  above  said 
Copy  can  be  got  in  time,  shall  send  it  you  by  this  oppor- 
tunity: if  not,  you  vshall  have  it  ^  next.  You  may 
depend  I  shall  do  my  best  for  the  service  of  the  Colony, 
and  assure  I  am,  with  great  Respect,  S^ 

Yo'"  most  Obed*  Hum:  Serv*. 
FRA.  WILKS. 
To  The  Hon^^«  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'". 

BEN   UNCAS   to    governor   TALCOTT. 
May    it    Please     Your    Horf 

I  Benjamin  Onkas  of  Moghegon  the  Sachem,  In 
behalf  of  my  people  &  self,  take  this  Opportunity  to 
Let  your  Hon'"  understand  y'  the  many  &  very 
worthy  deeds  done  unto  me  &  this  Nation  by  thy  & 
the  Hon^^''  Assembly's  providence  we  accept  it  allways 
&  in  all  places  among  our  Tribe,  with  all  Thank- 
fullness.  I  would  Especially  &  most  Thankfully 
observe  y*  Pious  Respect  had  to  our  Souls  in  making 
way  for  &  promoting  the  Knowledge  of  God  &  Jesus 
Christ  amongst  us,  &  for  the  Education  of  our  Child- 
ren y*  we  may  be  no  Longer  the  Heethen  y*  Know 
not  God.  Beside  the  many  Civill  favours  Done  us 
&  Constant  Supervision  over  us,  under  whose  pro- 
tection we  yet  most  Frankly  Submitt  ourselves  & 
pray  your  Hon"  further  Good  offices  in  our  behalf. 
Especially  at   this   day   when   my   Crown   &    Kingdom 
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is   SO  unjustly  usurped.     Not   to   add   but   w*^   all   Just 
Submission   &  Grateful   Respect  am   your  Hon^'^ 
Humble    serv^ 


A 
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his   Marke. 
Hon^'^"  Joseph  Talcott,   Esq"",  Gov"". 

N.   LOND^.   May    ii*'',    1736. 

[Superscription.]  To  the  Hon'""«  Joseph  Talcott, 
Esq"",  Gov""  of  His  Majesties  Colony  of  Connecticut  in 
New   England  —  att    Hartford. 

[Indorsed]  Sachem  Ben's  Letter  to  Gov""  Talcott 
for  protection,   May    11"',    1736. 

REV.  ELIPHALET  ADAMS  TO   GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 

N.  London,  May  13**',  1736. 
Majy  it  Please  your  Honour 

I  thought  it  might  not  be  amiss  to  Signify  to  your 
honour  that  this  Week  I  preach'd  a  Lecture  to  the 
Indians  at  Niantick,  at  w'''  Lecture  the  Indians  that 
ware  present  Signify ed  their  Uneasiness  that  a  School 
was  not  yet  set  up  among  them  for  the  Instruction  of 
their  children.  Cap*  Mason  the  last  year  at  some  of 
my  Lectures  had  Encouraged  them  y*  such  a  thing 
might  be  Expected,  by  y""  at  the  charge  of  the  Hon^^^ 
Comissioners  for  the  Indian  affairs  at  Boston,  &  took 
some  pains  to  bring  them  to  be  Willing  to  assent  to  it, 
w'^^  at  length  they  generally  did.  But  hearing  nothing 
of  the  thing  its  being  likely  to  be  Effected,  they  seem 
to  be  not  a  little  Discouraged,  and  are  the  less  ready 
to  hearken  to  the  Instructions  that  are  offered  to  y"' 
from  time  to  time.  I  am  not  able  to  say  whether  it 
be  likely  that  the  charge  of  a  School  among  y'"  will 
be  yielded  to  by  the  Hon^''^  Comissioners  at  Boston. 
I  had  a  Letter  from  D'  Colman  a  while  Since,  wherein 
he  Signifyed  that  the  Comissioners  had  in  their  allow- 
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ances  gone  beyond  their  Income  &  had  been  check'd 
for  it  by  their  principals  at  home.*  So  y*'  I  am  apt  to 
fear  that  there  is  but  little  Expectation  y^  the  Encour- 
agm*  w"^''  Cap*  Mason  gave  y""  of  a  School  its  being  Sup- 
ported among  y™  from  Boston  will  (at  present  at 
least)  take  effect. 

In  this  Exigency  M"^  Thomas  Lee  &  Cap^  Stephen 
Prentiss,  (who  are  overseers  to  the  Indians  there,)  f  have 
thoV  it  would  not  be  amiss  y*  Application  should  be 
made  to  our  Hon^^®  Assembly,  if  haply  they  might 
take  it  upon  y"'  to  be  at  the  charge  of  maintaining 
a  School  among  them  in  Such  manner  &  for  so  long 
time  as  they  in  their  Wisdom  shall  think  fit,  &  have 
desired  me  to  write  to  your  honour  upon  that  Sub- 
ject. They  do  not  apply  in  a  formal  manner,  but 
Leave  it  Intirely  to  your  Honour,  to  move  it  to  the 
Assembly   as  you   shall   think   it   to  be   best. 

I  should  be  exceeding  Sorry  if  the  good  Begin- 
nings that  have  of  late  been  made  among  the 
Indians,  should  fall  through  &  come  to  Nothing 
again  by  reason  of  any  Discouragm*'  y^'  may  be 
under.  It  is  but  of  late  y'  y^  have  shown  any  Will- 
ingness to  hearken  to  any  proposals  &  overtures  about 
religion  &  it  is  yet  but  a  Day  of  small  things  w**^ 
them.  But  if  this  motion  should  be  Acceptable  to 
our  honorable  Assembly,  I  am  in  great  hopes  y^  y^ 
will  not  repent  their  being  at  a  little  Charge  upon 
Such  an  Occasion,  Especially  if  thro  the  blessing  of 
God  it  shall  (as  possibly  it  may)  be  a  means  to  bring 
any    of   our    poor    Neighbors   who   have    a    long    time 

♦"July  22,  1736.  As  to  setting  up  a  school  for  the  Niantick  Indians 
the  Commiss"  do  not  find  it  necessary  at  present  to  act  in  it,  having 
lately  rec"»  information  from  GoV  Talcot  that  a  small  sum  was  ordered 
by  the  Gen"  Assembly  to  be  put  into  the  hands  of  a  committee  for  set- 
ting up  a  School  there,  and  that  it  might  afterwards  be  carried  on  at 
least  for  some  time  by  the  proposed   Collection."  — y^/6'.  Minutes,  ^c. 

+  Colonial  Records,  VII.   176. 
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Sat   in   Darkness,  to   the   acknowledgm*   of    the   Truth. 

Your   Honour  will  please  to  excuse  this  Liberty  w'^''   I 

have    taken    &    allow    me    to    Subscribe    myself,   Your 

Honour's 

Most  Humble  Serv*. 

ELIPHALET   ADAMS. 

MAJOR  TIMOTHY  PEIRCE  :  *  RETURN  OF  MILITARY  FORCE 
IN  THE  COUNTY   OF  WINDHAM. 

To  the  Honorable  Joseph  Tallcott,  Esq'.  Gov',  and 
Cap^  General  of  his  Majesties  forces  in  the  Col- 
ony of  Connecticut: 

In  obedience  to  your  Honour's  order,  I  have  taken 
care  to  send  to  the  Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  in 
the  County  of  Windham,  to  have  an  account  how  they 
are  provided  for,  with  a  stock  of  ammunition,  and  I 
find  them  very  deficient.  I  have  learned  from  the 
Selectmen  of  the  several  Towns  in  s''  .County,  that 
they  have  speedy  care  to  furnish  themselves  with  a 
stock  of  ammunition,  as  the  law  directs,  and  I  have 
also  caused  a  thorough  viewing  of  arms  and  ammuni- 
tion in  the  several  Companies,  or  Training  Bands,  and 
find  them  generally  well  fixed  as  the  law  directs,  as  I 
have  received  satisfaction  under  the  hands  of  the  sev- 
eral Captains  in  s^  County. 

And  I  have  also  the  Number  of  the  Soldiers  in 
the  several  Companies  in  said  County,  which  is  here 
set  down : 

Cap*.  Thomas  Dyer  of  Windham,  first  Company .       117 
Cap'.  Jabez  Huntington,  Cap*,  of  the  Troop  .         53 

Cap*.  Daniel  Larance  of  Plainfield  .         .         .         .         75 

♦Major  Timothy  Pierce,  of  Plainfield,  deputy  from  Plainfield  from  1717 
to  1727;  chosen  assistant  1728;  appointed  Judge  of  Probate  for  the  District 
of  Windham,  1725;  Judge  of  the  County  Court,  1726;  Sergeant  Major  of  the 
County  of  Windham,  May,  1734;  one  of  the  committee  to  run  the  Rhode 
Island  boundary,  May,  1740;  Colonel  of  the  Eleventh  Regiment,  Oct.,  1739; 
died  in   x-]^^.  — Colonial  Records,  VI.,   VII.,  VIII. 
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Cap*.  Thomas  Stors  of  Mansfield  .  .  .  .102 
Cap*.  Joseph  Adams  of  Canterbury         .         .         .       116 

Cap*.  Parker  of  Coventry 208 

Cap*.  Brown  of  Lebanon 87 

Cap*.  Ephraim  Warin  of  Killingly .         .         .         .74 

Cap*.  Noah  Saben  of  Pomfret 118 

Cap*-.  Nathaniel  Fitch  of  Lebanon  ....  78 
Cap*.  Rud  of  Windham,  2^  Company  ...  94 
Cap*.  Gideon  Cob  of  s*^  Windham,  3^  Company    .       120 

Cap*.  John  Perry  of  Ashford 88 

Cap*.  Jos.  Cleveland  of  s*^  Canterbury,  2"^  Company  65 
Cap*.  Samson  How,  2^  Company  in  s'^  Killingly  .  84 
Cap*.  William  Clark  of  Lebanon  ....  92 
Cap*.  Ephraim  Sprague  of  Lebanon  ...  80 
Cap*.  John  Gallup  of  Volentown  ....  87 
Cap*.  David  Whitney  of  s*^  Plainfield,  2^  Company,  73 
The  Total  Sum  of  the  Military  Soldiers  in  s^ 
County  of  Windham,  Errors  Excepted,  according  to 
the    several     Clerks    return    of    s'^    Companies,    under 

their  hands  is 1737 

Brave  fighting  men :   which  is  all  from 

Your  Honour's  Most  Humble  Servant, 

TIMO:   PEIRCE,  Major. 
Dated  in  Hartford,  May  29*^^  1736. 


GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO  FRANCIS  WILKS. 
Sir:  Having  an  opportunity  by  a  Gen*,  of  this 
place  (Cap*.  Nath'^  Hooker),*  to  write  to  you,  I  gladly 
improve  it.  Our  Assembly  is  now  sitting,  and  just 
now  voted  to  send  you  100^^  Sterling,  to  be  improved 
where    you   think    it  will   be   most   serviceable   to   this 

*Capt.  Nathaniel  Hooker,  born  in  Hartford,  Oct.  ^  1710;  Yale  College, 
1729;  captain  of  the  trainband  in  1734;  representative  in  the  General  Assem- 
bly, 1757-58;  married  Eunice,  second  daughter  of  Governor  Talcott ;  died 
Jan.  24,  \ntz.  — Talcott  Pedigree,  jg,  Sj.      Yale  Annals  and  Biographies,  383. 
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Gover*.*  I  should  gladly  send  you  the  money,  but 
M'.  Hooker  sets  out  to  Boston  to-morrow,  and  I  can't 
get  the  money  so  soon,  but  will  speedily  send  it.  I 
can't  yet  learn  what  Mason  intends  to  do  at  Court, 
therefore  am  not  able  to  send  you  the  evidences 
that  will  most  likely  be  needfull :  therefore,  if  Mason 
should  article  anything  against  this  Gover*,  we  must 
depend  upon  you  to  get  time  for  us  to  answer,  that 
so  we  may  send  our  evidences  to  you.  This  is 
nothing  but  what  is  the  common  right  of  Mankind, 
and  you  can't  fail  of  obtaining  of  it;  especially  since 
Mason  never  let  me  or  any  other  of  the  Officers  of 
this  Gover*  know  of  his  voyage  to  Great  Britain,  or 
matters  he  intended  to  complain  of.  If  he  had  filed 
a  Copy  of  his  Complaint  with  me,  or  in  the  Secretary's 
Office,  we  should  have  had  the  less  to  say:  but  he 
kept  the  matter  so  secret  that  I  never  heard  any 
thing  of  his  intent  until  he  was  at  Boston,  in  order 
to  ship  for  Greate   Britaine. 

But  I  would  now  acquaint  you  that  Mason's  voy- 
age, and  taking  with  him  Yemenom,f  hath  made  a 
great  uneasiness  among  the  Moheage  Indians.  Their 
Sachem,  Ben  Uncas,  hath  been  with  me  at  Hartford, 
and  makes  great  complaint  against  Mason's  unfair 
managements,  and  tells  me  he  forbad  his  meddling 
with  anything  relating  to  the  Indian  aifairs;  and  he 
saith  that  he  would  gladly,  if  he  were  able,  do  the 
same  before  King  George  (as  he  mentioned  it)  and 
there  maintain  his  just  right  to  be  Sachem  of 
Mohegan. 

And  the  s*^  Sachem  hath  lately  sent  for  the 
Com",  put  in  at  the  Sachem's  desire,  to  inspect  their 
affairs,  to  hear  s"^  Sachem  make  his  declaration  (and 
likewise    the   Moheage   people   make    their   declaration) 

*  Colonial  Records,  VIII.  37. 
+  Mahomet,  or  Mamohet. 
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in  reference  to  s"^  Mason's  voyage ;  they  suppose  he 
is  going  to  get  s'^  Yemenom  made  Sachem,  and  to 
get  himself  made  Guardian  of  the  Moheags ;  by  which 
declarations  you  will  find  what  the  Sachem  thinks  of 
the  voyage,  and  what  reason  Mason  hath  to  complain 
about  the  Stonington  Court  in  reference  to  the  Costs, 
and  therein  also  the  Sachem  hath  discharged  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  s^  Court ;  and  the  Indians  have  declared 
their  custom  of  chusing  their  Sachems,  which  is  un- 
doubtedly true.  We  have  also  sent  you  an  evidence 
of  sundry  English  that  lived  near  where  old  Mahomet 
was  killed,  to  be  improved  as  you  think  proper.  We 
can't  think  his  Majestic  will  hear  or  intermeddle  with 
the  Indian  Sachem,  or  appoint  them  any  Guardian, 
without  hearing  both  Sides.  Mason  hath  been  allowed 
to  take  some  care  of  the  Indians,  and  live  upon  their 
Lands,  (but  the  Sachem  and  his  Indians  complained 
that  he  neglected  them,)  and  begged  of  the  Assembly 
to  put  in  other  Guardians  whom  they  named,  and  upon 
inquiry  the  Assembly  found  the  Sachem  and  Indians 
complaint  against  s'^  Mason  was  well  grounded,  the 
Indians  were  greatly  wronged,  their  corn  yearly  de- 
stroyed: whereupon  the  Assembly  put  in  the  persons 
named  by  the  Sachem  to  be  their  guardians,  (which 
persons  are  still  their  guardians  to  their  great  content,) 
all  which  the  Assembly  were  necessitated  to  do,  in 
complyance  with  the  antient  agreement  with  the  prede- 
cessor of  the  present  Sachem. 

[While  my  Clerk  was  writing  these  lines,  the 
Sachem  came  unexpectedly  into  the  Assembly,  with 
another  declaration  and  release,  which  he  desired  to 
subscribe  in  open  Assembly;  which  he  hath  done,  and 
desireth  me  to  send  to  Great  Britain,  to  be  improved 
as  therein  mentioned,  which  desire  I  readily  comply 
with,    and    doubt    not    but    you    will    improve    it    well. 
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The  Sachem   hath  a  great  confidence  in   his  Majesties 
goodness  and  justice.*] 

But  upon  the  whole,  I  believe  it  will  be  best  to 
get  time  in  every  part  of  Mason's  Complaint,  (if  any 
he  puts  in,)  that  so  all  things  may  be  done  in  the 
best  manner:  but  these  writings  you'll  use  if  there 
be  necessity. 

And  I  also  send  you  two  copies  of  Record ;  one, 
the  Establishment  of  the  present  Sachem,  and  the 
other,  the  Establishment  of  his  predecessor,-)-  both  which 
Acts  were  passed  at  the  special  instance  of  the  Mo- 
heage  Indians ;  all  which  are  directed  to  you  at  the 
earnest  desire  of  the  Sachem,  who  is  here,  and  will 
not  be  put  by  without  sending  something  of  the  case ; 
tho'  we  think  he  is  not  sufficiently  acquainted  with 
Mason's  intent  to  be  able  to  defend  his  just  rights; 
and  therefore,  as  before,  we  hope  time  will  be  allowed 
to  this  Gover\  and  also  to  the  Sachem,  if  anything 
should  be  alleged  against  us  or  him. 
I  am,  S^ 

Your  obliged  hum***®  Serv^ 

J.  TALCOTT. 

[Indorsed]     Gov"  Letter  to  the  Agent.     May,:}:  1736. 

DECLARATION    OF    BEN    UNCAS,    SACHEM    OF    MOHEGAN, 
lo''"  APRIL,  1736. 

That  from  the  beginning  of  the  Settlem*:  of  the 
Colony  of  Connecticut  there  had  been  a  League 
of  ffriendship  between  s^  Colony  &  the  Sachems  of 
Mohegan,  which  Sachems  put  themselves  under  the 
Protection  of  said  Colony  who  had  taken  care  of  their 
Interest  &  said  League  had  not  been  broken  but  Strictly 
Observed  by  both   parties.     The   kind  usage   they  met 

*  These  lines  are  canceled  in  the  draft. 
+  Colonial  Records,  VI.  428 ;  VII.  75. 
$  May  31.     See  page  371. 
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with  from  s"*  Colony  occasioned  their  Sachems  to  Ac- 
knowledge the  Kings  of  England  to  be  their  Kings  & 
Protectors,  after  w^^:  one  Cap*:  Sam^  Mason  w"^^:  their 
Sachem,  Oweneco,  (then  in  his  declining  Age  being 
much  Impaired,)  took  to  be  his  great  ffriend,  told  s'^ 
Sachem  that  the  English  in  s*^  Colony  had  wrong'd 
s*^  Sachem  &  got  away  his  Land,  and  at  Length  the  s"^ 
Mason  by  his  great  Importunity  prevailed  upon  Oweneco 
to  Suffer  him  s^  Mason  in  the  Name  of  the  s''  Sachem 
to  represent  the  Same  to  the  late  Queen  Anne  w""''  was 
accordingly  done  &  a  Comion  Ordered  to  Gov'^  Dudley 
&  others  after  w''^:  their  Sachems  with  their  Council 
looked  into  the  matter  more  Maturely  &  found  that 
those  Lands  then  in  Question  were  Sold  to  the  English 
and  that  the  Same  Sachem  Oweneco  had  under  his 
hand  &  seal  granted  the  bigger  part  thereof.  All  w'''': 
had  been  done  according  to  the  Articles  of  Agreement 
made  by  his  Predecessor,  Uncas,  (who  was  Sachem 
when  s*^  Colony  first  began  to  Settle,)  and  the  Gov"": 
&  C^:  of  s*^  Colony,  so  that  they  were  sorry  they  had 
troubled  their  ffriends.  Yet  knowing  that  said  Mason 
had  Obtained  Leave  of  Oweneco  to  use  his  Name  they 
were  Concerned  for  the  charges  he  had  been  at  w''': 
Charge  M^  John  Mason,  a  Kinsman  of  the  s^  first 
mentioned  Mason,  who  was  also  Active  in  said  affair 
put  them  in  Mind  of  by  Saying  that  he  had  been  at 
much  Cost  himself  about  the  matter  &  thereupon 
demanded  the  Same  of  their  Sachem  &  altho  they 
plainly  found  that  both  the  said  Masons  sought  the 
good  of  themselves  &  not  the  good  of  the  Mohegan 
People,  and  Noth withstanding  that  their  sachem  with 
the  good  liking  of  the  s^.  Gov"-;  &  C:  had  before  given 
to  the  ffamily  of  the  Masons  &  their  near  Relations 
more  than  3  times  the  Sum  demanded  by  s^  Mason 
(in   Lands),  Yett  they  allowed  the  s^  John  Mason  to 
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Sell  of  their  Lands  more  in  Value  than  what  s*^.  Mason 
ever  demanded  of  them,  which  Lands  were  then 
holden  by  the  purchasers  or  their  assigns.  All  w*"^: 
they  did  Supposing  it  not  just  to  lay  the  Costs  upon 
s''  Colony,  who  had  not  broken  the  League,  &  their 
Sachems  remembered  the  Kindness  of  Major  Mason, 
the  predecessor,  &  s*^  Samuel  &  John.  Their  Sachem 
and  People  were  unwilling  to  See  any  of  the  ffamily 
hurt  tho'  they  had  greatly  hurt  them  in  the  above- 
mentioned  affair.  Whereupon  the  s^.  Uncas  Sachem 
Declared  that  in  honour  &  justice  he  co^:  not  nor  wo*^: 
not  take  any  benefit  by  the  Complaint  made  by  s*^ 
Sam'.  Mason  in  s^.  Oweneco's  name,  or  any  Proceedure, 
or  doings  thereon,  for  that  the  matter  so  far  as  it 
related  to  s^.  Gov"":  &  C°:  or  any  of  the  English  living 
in  s^  Colony,  had  been  long  before  that  time  Settled 
&  made  up  and  said  John  Mason  fully  paid  out  of 
their  Lands  as  aforesaid,  and  he  thereby  utterly  barred 
&  for  ever  Excluded  himself  &  his  Successors  from  all 
Demands  in  reference  to  the  P*^*  [Premises]  &  further 
Declared  that  the  present  Mocon  of  said  John  Mason 
w'^^:  he  himself  told  them  he  was  going  to  make  to 
his  Majesty,  respecting  the  abovesaid  Management,  that 
then  he  forbid  him,  &  that  before  a  good  &  Suff*: 
Evidence  Proceeding  &  Declared  that  he  had  not  given 
him  any  Liberty  or  Countenance,  but  utterly  disallowed 
that  Motion  for  that  s*^  Mason  had  not  any  right  to 
Petition  the  King  respecting  s'^  Complaint,  or  anything 
depending  thereon,  or  relating  to  the  Indian  Lands,  or 
Affairs.  —  That  he  made  this  Declaration  freely  & 
Desired  the  Comm"  &  his  [their]  Interpreter  to  Sub- 
scribe the  vSame,  &  that  the  Gov^  of  Connecticut  wo*^: 
Send  this  Declaration  to  Great  Britain  there  to  be 
Improved  before  the  King,  or  elsewhere,  for  the 
Defence    of    him   &   his   People,   &   their    Just   Rights. 
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DECLARATION    OF   9   OF   THE    PRIME   OF  THE    MOHEGAN 
INDIANS,  DATED   17™  APRIL,  1736. 

That  their  Rightfull  Sachem,  Ben  Uncas,  who  was 
Elected  into  that  Office  According  to  the  Antient  Cus- 
tom amongst  them  Sent  for  the  Comm'"^:  (appointed  by 
the  Gen':  Assembly  of  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  at  the 
request  of  their  Sachem  and  their  People)  to  Inspect 
their  Affairs  at  all  times  that  thereby  their  s*^  Sachem 
together  w*^:  themselves,  the  body  of  the  Mohegans, 
might  declare  against,  and  if  possible  prevent  the  Inju- 
rious designs  and  intentions  of  M""  John  Mason  against 
their  Sachem  and  his  People  at  the  Court  of  Great  Brit- 
ain. They  therefore  Declared  that  altho'  their  Predeces- 
sors had  had  regard  in  the  choice  of  their  Sachems  to 
the  family  of  their  late  Sachems,  Yett  their  Predecessors 
never  Supposed  themselves  obliged  to  Elect  the  next 
Heir  Male  of  the  s^  Sachem,  but  to  choose  the  most 
worthy  and  promising  Branch  of  the  ffamily,  and  that 
the  Gov^:  of  s'^  Colony  had  never  molested  or  hindered 
them  in  this  their  Antient  Custom  &  Usage  w'"^:  had 
not  a  little  Contributed  to  the  good  Understanding  that 
had  always  Subsisted  between  the  s^  Gov*:  &  their 
Sachems  &  them  from  time  to  time,  &  that  they 
hoped  there  wo*^:  never  be  any  thing  done  or  acted  at 
any  time  that  might  in  any  wise  hinder  or  Incumber 
them  in  the  Enjoym*:  of  this  their  darling.  ...  So 
that  thereby  they  might  be  forced  to  Declare  the  An- 
tient League  &  Covenant  made  with  the  said  Gov^:  to 
be  Void.  And  whereas  they  had  been  informed  that 
the  s'^  M^  John  Mason  had  contrary  to  their  knowledge 
or  Consent  taken  One  Yeomanum  alias  Mahomet,  & 
was  gone  to  Boston,  &  there  taken  Ship,  &  was  gone 
to  Great  Britain  with  an  Intent  as  they  were  Informed 
to  gett  the  s'i  Yeomanum  alias  Mahomet  established 
Sachem   in   the   Stead   of  their  rightfull    Sachem,   Ben 
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Uncas,  They  thereby  Declared  that  tho  their  former 
Sachem  Oweneco  did  Declare  that  his  Son,  Mahomet, 
Sho*^:  Succeed  him  as  Sachem  of  Mohegan,  Yett  s'^ 
Mahomet,  dying  before  his  ffather,  Oweneco,  never  had 
that  Dignity  conferred  upon  him,  and  that  before  the 
death  of  Oweneco  s'^  Mahomet  so  misbehaved  himself 
that  his  ffather,  Oweneco,  was  obliged  to  banish  him 
from  his  presence  to  a  remote  part  of  his  Dominions 
where  the  s'*  Mahomet  was  continually  Exercising  his 
Cruelty  &  barbarity  towards  his  ffather's  Subjects  til  at 
length  without  any  Provocation  he  Murdered  one  of 
them.  Whereupon  the  next  of  Kin  to  the  deced, 
according  to  the  Custom  of  their  Nation,  Slew  the  s'' 
Mahomet.  That  said  Mahomet  took  to  Wife  a  Woman 
of  the  Royall  Blood,  according  to  the  Custom  &  practise 
of  that  Nation  &  dwelt  w^'>:  her  Some  Years,  during 
w'^'':  time  he  took  a  Concubine  of  a  Mean  Extract,  by 
whom  he  had  Issue  Yeomanum  als  Mahomet  «&  Some 
Short  time  after  the  birth  of  s''  Yeomanum  the  s'^  Ma- 
homet discarded  the  s"^  Concubine  Woman  &  her  Issue, 
&  banished  them  from  him,  &  they  dwelt  in  Exile 
from  him  to  the  day  of  his  death,  &  never  to  that  day 
returnd  into  the  Dominion  of  the  Mohegans,  but  had 
been  always  looked  upon  as  a  Stranger  &  an  Alien, 
but  s''  Mahomet  She  [He?]  kept  &  continued  to  live 
with  his  wife  as  af ores'*.  That  s^  Oweneco,  ffather  of 
the  said  Mahomet,  at  all  times  refused  to  own  the  said 
Yeomanum  alias  Mahomet  as  his  Grandson,  Neither 
wo'*:  he  Suffer  him  so  much  as  to  bear  his  Name  or  to 
be  Accounted  a  part  of  the  ffamily,  but  before  his 
Death  declared  his  qnly  Surviving  Son,  Coesar,  to  be  his 
Successor  in  the  Gov*:  &  accordingly  before  his  Death 
Ordered  his  People  to  be  convened  together,  &  he  to- 
gether with  the  People  unanimously  chose  the  s'*  Coesar 
to  be   Sachem   in   his   ffather's   Stead,  &   accordingly  s"^ 
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Coesar  remaind  uninterruptedly  the  Sachem  of  the 
Mohegans  to  the  day  of  his  Death ;  who  dying  with- 
out Issue  Male,  after  his  death  they  unanimously  met 
together  &  Elected  Ben  Uncas  the  father  of  the  present 
Sachem,  &  Bro"":  of  Oweneco,  to  be  their  Sachem  and 
accordingly  s^  Ben  Uncas  the  Elder  was  their  Sachem 
without  any  Interruption  to  the  day  of  his  Death  & 
after  the  death  of  s"*  Ben  Uncas  they  met  together  & 
unanimously  Chose  the  present  Ben  Uncas  their  Sachem 
who  had  continued  to  be  to  their  good  liking  to  that 
day,  &  desired  &  hoped  he  might  be  so  continued 
to  be  until  the  day  of  his  Death.  —  That  s^  Yeomanum 
after  the  Election  of  the  present  Sachem  sent  him  a 
present,  according  to  Antient  Custom  of  Neighbouring 
Nations,  and  that  s"*  John  Mason  had  always  acknowl- 
edged the  present  Sachem,  and  his  Predecessor  to  be 
rightfull  Sachems  of  the  Mohegans,  and  was  present  at 
their  Installment.  —  That  they  made  this  Declaration 
freely  &  desired  the  Commissioners  and  their  Inter- 
preter to  Subscribe  the  Same,  and  That  the  Gov':  of 
Connecticut  would  send  this  Declaration  to  Great  Brit- 
ain there  to  be  improved  before  the  King,  or  elsewhere, 
for  the  defence  of  them  &  their  Sachem,  in  their  Just 
Rights. 

FRANCIS  WILKS   TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
To  the  Hon^'«  ) 

Jos.  TALCOTT,  Esq^  I  London,  15-  June,  1736. 

(Copy  f  Cap"  Cary.) 
Sir.  This  confirms  copy  of  my  last,  since  which 
I  have  obtain'd  Copy  of  Mahometts  Petition,  which  I 
now  inclose  you,  and  have  attended  the  Lords  of  Trade 
sundry  times  relating  thereto,  besides  at  a  formal 
Hearing,  when  I  employed  an  able  Solicitor  in  behalf 
of   the   Colony.      It   would   be    tedious   to   mention   all 
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that  passed.  The  chief  arguments  used  in  behalf  of 
the  Colony  were  what  your  letter  furnished  us  with, 
and  the  reasonableness  of  granting  time  to  send  over 
the  Complaint  and  to  receive  proper  Instructions  be- 
fore any  thing  could  be  determined.  They  urged 
dispatch,  and  to  have  the  Determination  of  the  Com- 
missioners in  Queen  Anns  Reign  confirmed,  &c.  I 
cant  learn  that  any  Resolution  is  come  to  upon  the 
affair  as  yet,  but  by  next  oppert'y  I  believe  shall 
inform   you,  and   am  — 

Sir.  This  accompanys  duplicate  of  my  former, 
since  which  I  have  been  informed  of  some  proceed- 
ings before  the  Lords  of  the  Privy  Councill  in  the 
Reign  of  Queen  Anne  relating  to  the  Commission  that 
then  issued  for  setling  the  property  of  Lands  claimed 
by  the  Indians,  and  do  find  S'  Harry  Ashurst*  then 
appear'd  for  the  Colony  and  gave  such  reasons  f  why 
they  had  not  comply'd  with  the  determination  of  said 
Commissioners  as  I  suppose  were  then  satisfactory,  by 
their  Lordships  ordering  a  new  Commission  to  be 
issued,  which  has  not  been  done  nor  any  other  pro- 
ceeding in  the  affair  since  that  time,  from  whence  I 
apprehend  the  matter  entirely  at  an  end,  and  that 
M'  Mason  with  his  Indians  may  return  as  they 
came.  If  any  farther  attempt  be  made  by  them  that 
may  affect  the  Colony  in  any  particular,  I  shall  do 
my  utmost  to  prevent  it,  and  am,  with  the  greatest 
Respect,  Sir, 

Yo""  much   Obliged  and  most   Hum:   Serv^ 

FRA.  WILKS. 
London,  y^  17^^  July,  1736. 

To  the  Hon^^«  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq^ 

♦At  that  time  Agent  for  the  Colony. 

f  Connecticut  and  the   Mohegan   Indians,  153. 
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PETITION  OF  MAHOMET,  OR  MAMOHET,  TO  THE  KING. 
To  His  most  High  and  Excellent  Majesty  George  the 

Second  King  of  Great  Britain, 

May  it  please  Y'  Majty  to  permit  your  Vassall, 
Mahomett,  Chief  Sacheme  of  the  Moheagan  Indians  to 
Approach  the  Throne  Imploring  your  Royal  protection 
ag*:  the  Injuries  and  Wrongs  w''^':  he  &  his  People 
Suffer  from  your  Majty 's  Subjects  of  the  Colony  of 
Connecticut  in  New  England ;  Vouchsafe  him  your 
Gracious  Ear  whilst  he  Informs  your  Majty  that  upon 
the  first  Arrival  of  the  English  in  his  Ancestor's  Ter- 
ritories in  the  time  of  your  Matie's  Royal  Predecessors, 
King  Charles  the  first,  His  Great  Grandfather,  Unchas, 
a  Sachem  of  Warlike  &  famous  Memory,  both  among 
the  English  &  Indians  reced  &  Entertained  them 
with  the  Highest  Terms  of  Hospitality  &  ffriendship, 
freely  affording  them  large  Tracts  of  Land  for  their 
New  Settlements. 

That  soon  after  their  Seating  themselves  there  the 
pequot  Indians,  then  the  most  Potent  &  formidable 
of  all  the  Tribes  in  those  parts,  viewing  the  English 
with  Jealous  &  Evil  Eye,  &  being  flush'd  with  the 
Murther  of  Some  of  their  Men,  &  much  Superior  to 
them  in  N'^:  &  Strength,  form'd  a  design  &  Confed- 
eracy, into  which  they  Strongly  Invited  the  Moheagan 
8c  Narrowgansett  Indians,  to  cutt  off  the  Infant  Colony. 
In  this  dangerous  Crisis  your  Pef'':  Ancestor  brought 
over  his  Tribe  to  the  timely  Assistance  of  the  English, 
who  under  the  Conduct  of  the  most  Renowned  Soldier, 
Major  John  Mason,  with  Sachem  Unchas  for  their 
Guide,  Surprized  &  destroyed  Seven  hundred  of  the 
Enemy,  in  One  of  their  Forts,  &  after  Sev^^:  Engage- 
m^«  with  them  utterly  Extirpated  their  whole  Tribe  to 
the  Establishm*  of  the  English  Colony. 

For  these  good  Services  to  the  English,  Sachem 
Unchas  &  his  People   were  looked   upon   as   a   Comon 
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Enemy  by  tlie  Neighbouring  Indian  Tribes  who  Com- 
bined together  against  them,  closely  besieged  them  in 
their  Forts,  &  had  utterly  destroyed  their  Tribe  had 
not  their  Brave  and  ffaithfull  friend,  Major  Mason, 
with  his  Men,  Assisted  &  Rescued  them. 

That  soon  after  Sachem  Unchas  Entred  into  a 
firm  League  of  Alliance  &  ffriendship  with  the  Eng- 
lish wth:  whom  he  &  his  Descend^s;  &  his  whole 
Tribe  have  ever  Inviolably  kept  faith,  constantly  as- 
sisting them  in  their  Wars  against  the  French  & 
Indians,  with  150  fighting  Men,  &  Sometimes  a  far 
Superior  N":,  doing  them  many  Signal  Services,  & 
from  time  to  time  making  them  free  Gifts  &  Grants 
for  small  Cons''^:  of  Sev^':  Tracts  of  their  Land  by  w^h; 
the  Goverm^  of  Connecticut  now  holds  21  of  their 
Towns,  being  the  greatest  part  of  their  Colony. 

This  League  was  renewed  Some  years  after  in  the 
time  of  your  Majesty's  Royall  Predecessor,  King  Charles 
the  2^:,  who  was  pleased  as  a  token  of  his  Acceptance 
&  Acknowledgem':  of  the  Moheagan  Services  to  his 
Colony  of  Connecticut,  to  honor  them  w*^:  His  Royal 
Notice,  by  Sending  a  Sword  &  a  Bible,  &  the  Gov'": 
of  Connecticut  in  that  Treaty  Stipulated  with  them 
that  upon  Complaint  of  any  Grievance  or  Wrong  done 
them  the  Gen^':  Court  sho"*:  do  them  equall  Justice  with 
the  English,  &  in  the  Year  of  Christ,  1684,  a  Survey 
was  made  of  the  Bounds  of  the  Mohegan  Lands,  and 
put  upon  the  Colony  Records  by  Order  of  their  Gen^^: 
Court,*  &  those  Lands  w'^^:  your  Petit":  Ancestors  had 
Reserved  to  themselves  &  their  Tribe  for  their  Hunt- 
ing &  Planting  Grounds  were  8  Years  afterw^':  con- 
firmed by  Act  of  the  Gen':  Court  to  Sachena  Owenecoe, 
the   Eldest    Son   &   heir   of    Unchas,    and   to    his   Son, 


*  Account  of  the  Mohegan  bounds,  May  13,  1684,  by  Robert  Treat,  Gover- 
nor, and  John  Talcott,  Assistant.     Col.  Rec,  III.  /48-jo. 
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Mahomet,  Your  Pef'^:   ffather,  &  their  Heirs  and   Suc- 
cessors Unalterably  * 

Hitherto  good  faith  &  Friendship  were  Main- 
tained by  the  English  towards  the  Moheagans,  but  at 
last,  May  it  please  your  Majesty,  a  Generation  Arose 
in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  who  knew  not  Unchas 
&  his  Successors,  but  did  contrary  to  the  faith  of 
their  ffather's  Leagues,  their  publick  Records,  &  the 
Terms  of  the  Royall  Charter,  Encroach  upon  the 
remainder  of  the  Moheagan  Lands  w^^:  your  Petit^'^: 
Ancestors  had  reserved  to  themselves  &  their  People 
for  their  hunting  &  planting  Grounds,  and  by  an 
Act  of  their  Assembly  distributed  great  part  of  the 
Same  among  Sev^':  of  their  Towns,  and  the  Moheagans 
were  threatened  to  be  Slain  if  they  came  upon  those 
Lands. 

Notwithstanding  these  Infractions  made  by  y'': 
Majesty's  Colony  upon  the  Antient  ffriendship  & 
Alliance  between  them  &  the  Moheagans,  Sachem 
Owenecoe,  and  Your  Pet"'':  Father,  Mahomett  kept  faith 
with  the  English,  continuing  their  firm  Adherence  & 
Services  to  them  in  the  time  of  the  ffrench  War,  nor 
was  ever  the  Blood  of  One  Englishman  Spilt  by  any 
of  their  Tribe  tho'  much  injured  &  greatly  dissatis- 
fyed  at  their  dealings  with  them,  but  on  the  Contrary 
the  Moheagans  have  Shed  their  test  blood  in  defence 
of  the  English. 

At  Length  being  Quite  tired  Out  w*^:  Oppression 
&  Despairing  of  Redress  from  the  Gen^^:  Court  of  the 
Colony,  Sachem  Owenecoe,  Your  Pet""':  Grandfather 
remonstrated  against  these  Grievances  to  her  late  pious 
Majesty,  Queen  Anne,  who  was  pleased  in  Justice  & 
Compassion  to  the  Moheagans  to  cause  her  Royal  Com- 
mission to  be  Issued  Out  under  the  Great  Seal  of  Eng- 
land,  directed   to   his  late   Excellency,   Joseph   Dudley, 

♦  Oct.  13,  i6g2.  — Colonial  /Records,  IV.  86. 
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Esq"":,  then  Gov'':  of  her  Majesty's  Province  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Bay,  the  late  Honble  Natha':  Byfield,  Esq'":,  & 
others  her  Majesty's  Subjects,  to  hold  a  Court  of  En- 
quiry, Examination,  &  Determining  of  the  Complaint 
of  Sachem  Owenecoe  ag*:  those  persons  who  had  de- 
prived him  of  his  Lands,  w°^:  was  accordingly  held  at 
Stonington  in  the  Colony  of  Connecticut  in  the  fourth 
year  of  her  s*^:  Majesty's  Reign,  where  upon  full  Proofs 
of  the  Justice  of  Owenecoe's  Complaint  by  Living  Wit- 
nesses, and  the  Colony  Records  It  was  considered  & 
determined  that  Owenecoe  and  the  Moheagan  Indians 
sho*^:  be  imediately  put  into  possession  of  their  Lands ; 
and  the  Gov':  and  Company  of  Connecticut  were  Ordered 
by  her  Maties  s<^:  Court  to  put  them  into  possession 
Accordingly  &  to  pay  all  Costs. 

But  your  Maties  Colony  of  Connecticut  have  refused 
to  pay  Obedience  to  her  late  Maty's  Commission  & 
the  determination  of  her  Court,  and  have  not  Restored 
either  your  Pef'*:  s^:  late  Grandfather,  who  Survived 
your  Pet'**:  ffather,  or  your  Petif:  Since  his  Grand- 
father's Decease,  &  his  People,  to  any  part  of  their 
Lands  of  w^^:  they  had  so  Unjustly  deprived  them,  & 
have  not  only  Amused  them  with  fruitless  Promises  for 
these  30  Years  past  but  in  the  Lifetime  of  Owenecoe 
proceeded  further  to  deprive  the  Moheagans  of  the 
Small  Rem*:  of  their  Lands,  &  your  Petif:  &  his  Tribe 
are  now  reduced  to  Less  than  2  Miles  Square  out  of 
their  large  Territories,  for  their  Hunting  &  Planting, 
&  that  Land  so  Rocky  that  they  are  not  able  to 
Subsist  upon  it. 

Wherefore  your  Pef:  &  his  Tribe  being  now 
reduced  to  the  Miserable  Necessity  of  leaving  their 
Native  Lands,  unless  your  Majesty  will  Extend  Your 
Roy  all  Justice  &  Protection  to  them,  w''*':  they  are 
Encouraged    to   hope    from    their    Experience    of   your 
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late  pious  predecessor's  Goodness  &  your  Majesties 
known  virtues,  the  fame  of  which  has  reached  their 
Ears,  Your  Suppliant  has  presumed  to  Appear  person- 
ally before  Your  Majesty,  praying  that  he  &  his  People 
may  be  restored  to  &  protected  in  that  part  of  their 
Ancestors'  Lands  w'^^:  they  had  reserved  to  themselves 
&  their  Tribe,  for  their  Hunting  &  Planting  w"^^:  has 
been  confirmed  to  them  by  Acts  of  the  Colony,  &  ad- 
judged to  them  by  Her  late  Matyes  Comm""^:,  &  that 
after  having  approved  themselves  for  the  Space  of  loo 
years  faithfull  friends  &  Allies  to  your  Colony  of  Con- 
necticut &  true  to  your  Matie,  &  your  Royal  Prede- 
cessors, against  all  your  Enemies,  they  may  not  now 
be  forced  to  fly  to  some  Indian  Tribe  for  Subsistence, 
who  are  friends  to  the  French,  &  Enemies  to  the 
English  in  the  time  of  War,  but  Obtain  a  Redress  of 
their  Grievances  from  your  Maj'ty's  Royal  Justice  for 
w'^^:  may  the  just  God  the  Avenger  of  Wrongs  & 
protector  of  Good  Princes  shower  down  Happiness  & 
Blessing  on  your  Royal  Person,  &  Crown  your  Reign 
with  true  Glory  w'^:  is  the  Sincere  Prayer  of  Your 
Maj'ty's  most  Obedient  &  faithfull  Vassall, 

MAHOMETT. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   FRANCIS  WILKS. 

Hartford,  June  19*^,  1736. 
Sir:  Agreeable  to  your  order,  I  have  sent  your 
Salary,  granted  by  our  Gen^^  Assembly  in  May  last,* 
(which  was  ;^i5o.)  to  M''  John  Edwards  of  Boston.  I 
have  also  sent  of  our  Currency  to  M"^  Thomas  Han- 
coks  in  Boston,  to  procure  ;^ioo.  pounds  Sterling,  which 
I  hope  he  hath  procured  and  remitted  to  you,  which 
is  to  be  improved  in  defence  of  this  Colony  against 
the  Complaints  of  Cap*"  John   Mason,  and   other  serv- 

*  Colonial  Records,  VIII.  50. 
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ice  of  this  Colony.  I  now  send  also  duplicates  of  one 
letter  respecting  Cap*""  John  Mason,  dated  Feb"^  17*^, 
1735/6,  and  other,  dated  May  31'*,  1736.  And  not  yet 
knowing  any  thing  of  Mason's  Complaint,  more  than 
when  the  former  letter  was  wrote  can  not  add  any- 
thing essential. 

I  am  surprised.  Sir,  that  I  have  not  had  a  line 
from  you  since  that  of  July  25^^,  1735,*  inclosing  the 
two  accounts  of  Silver  and  Gold  that  came  to  you  in 
Cap^°  Benit  and  Cap*°  Surrie.  It  seems  long  not  to 
hear  from  you,  tho'  I  hope  I  have  not  done  anything 
that  hath  merited  your  displeasure,  nor  forfeited  your 
favor  and  good  service.  Hope  I  shall  be  informed 
otherwise;  so  wait  in  expectation  of  an  answer  to  all 
the  foregoing,  and  divers  other  letters  sent  you  since 
your  last  above  mentioned,  and  am.  Sir, 

Your  friend  and  humble  servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
To  Francis  Wilks,  Esq",  London. 

THOMAS   HANCOCK  f  TO   GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Boston,  June  28*^,  1736. 
Joseph  Talcott,  Esq'. 

vS*".-     I    have    the    honour    of    yours    ^    M""    Farns- 

worth  with  ;^i5o.  Cash,  and  Order  on  Goven''  Belcher 

for  iTioo.  who  has  accepted  it  and  will  pay  it  in  a  day 

or  two.     I   have  shipt  the  Gold  on  board  Cap*   Ship- 

erdson,    as   you   will    see   ^    inclosed    Bill    of    Lading. 

Inclosed   is    likewise   the    acco*    of    the    same   and   the 

Ballance  you'l  observe  due  to  me  is  i^ii.  8.  3  which  I 

doubt  not  you'l  send  ^  first  oppertunity.     The  Gold  I 

bought  for  ;^20.   10/  '^  Ounce,  and  I  doe  assure  you  I 


*  See  page  318. 

+  Thomas  Hancock  was  a  wealthy  merchant  of  Boston,  uncle  of  Gov. 
John  Hancock.  He  was  bom  in  1703,  and  died  in  1764. —/'V/M  Report  of 
the  Boston  Record  Commissioners;  ^^  Gleaner  ^^  Articles^  136.  Memorial 
History  of  Boston  y   II.  jig. 


374  TALCOTT  PAPERS. 

could  have  sold  it  for  ;^2i.  and  it  cant  be  now  bought 
under,  so  that  I  have  saved  the  Colony  ^13.  in  that 
article.  Your  letters  shall  be  forwarded  to  London, 
and  if  I  can  at  any  time  be  serviceable  to  you  or  the 
Colony,  pray  command,  S^ 

Your  Most  Obed*  Serv*, 

THQs.  HANCOCK. 
P.  S.     The  ship  will  saile  in  two  or  3  days. 

FRANCIS  WILKS  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 
S'':  I  am  favour'd  with  both  yours,  the  former 
dated  in  May,  and  the  latter  the  19*^  of  June.  M'". 
Tho*  Hancock  of  Boston  has  sent  me  ^  Cap"  Shep- 
erdson  twenty  six  Ounces  of  Gold  to  be  applyed  to 
the  use  of  the  Colony,  of  which  you  shall  have  a 
faithfull  account.  No  step  has  been  taken  at  any  of 
the  Publick  Offices  by  Mason  with  the  Indians,  since 
what  I  advised  you  of.  I  am  informed  that  some 
time  last  week  Mahomet  dy'd  of  the  Small  Pox,  and 
I  hope  an  end  is  put  to  the  Affair.*  I  have  given 
proper  notice  that  I  am  furnish'd  with  full  Instructions 
concerning  the  scituation  of  affairs  between  the  Gov- 
ernment of  Connecticutt  and  the  Moheag  Indians,  and 
am  ready  to  attend  whenever  any  farther  enquiry  is 
made  into  the  affair.  If  anything  new  should  be 
wanting,  I  shall  pray  time  to  send  for  it.  I,  am  much 
obliged  to  you  and  to  the  whole  Court  for  what  they 
have  been  pleased  to  vote  for  my  salary.  Part  I  have 
received  from  M"^  Edwards,  and  doubt  not  the  rest 
will  come  by  the  first  oppertunity.  I  have  lately  been 
informed  by  several  hands  that  the  Duke  of  Hamilton 
is  design'd  to  revive  a  claim  to  a  large  tract  of  land 

*  "Aug.  8,  1736.  Dy'd  in  Aldermanbury,  Mahomet  Weyonomon,  Sachem 
of  the  Tribe  of  Moheagone  in  the  Province  of  Connecticut  in  New  England. 
He  was  a  great-grandson  to  the  famous  Sachem,  Onkass,  who  took  part 
with  the  English  upon  first  settling  that  conntTy:' —Geni/eman's  Magazine, 
VI.  487.  ^ 
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in  the  Colony.'^     As  yet  I  have  had  no  regular  notice 

of   it,   but   when    I    have,    shall    act   what   may   appear 

needfuU   on  the  occasion,  and  acquaint  you  for  farther 

directions    therein.      I    have    been    much    pleased    with 

the  company  and  acquaintance  of  M^  Hooker  the  little 

time    he    has   been   here.      He   goes   passenger   in   the 

ship  with   this,  and   I   hope   will   soon   be   with  you. 

I   am.   Sir, 

Yo'  most  Obed^   Hum.  Serv*. 

FRA.  WILKS. 
London,  the  19*''  August,  1736. 

To  the  Hon^^"  Joseph  Talcott,  Esq^ 

GOVERNOR  BELCHER,  OF  MASSACHUSETTS,  TO  GOV- 
ERNOR TALCOTT. 

Hond"'^  Sir.  f  the  Rev.^  M^  Whitman  I  have 
your  favour  of  the  21^*  August,  and  take  a  particular 
notice  of  all  you  say  respecting  Mason's  Complaint. 

After  a  full  consideration  of  the  letter  you  men- 
tion wrote  to  Cor  Winthrop,  the  Commiss"  here  did 
not  think  it  proper  to  write  to  the  Corporation  at 
home,  or  to  interfere  with  respect  to  the  Complaint 
about  the  Lands,  nor  did  they  write  a  line  in  Mason's 
Favour,  which   he   prayed   for. 

•The  inclosed  came  to  my  hands  two  days   since  ^ 

♦The  claim  of  the  Duke  of  Hamilton  was  based  on  a  division  made  by 
the  Council  of  Plymouth  in  1635,  before  that  body  surrendered  its  charter 
to  the  King.  The  share  allotted  to  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton  comprised  a 
tract  running  from  the  mouth  of  the  Connecticut,  "along  the  seacoast  to 
the  Narragansett  River,  or  Harbor,"  "and  into  the  land  northward  sixty 
miles."  In  1665  an  attempt  was  made  to  enforce  this  grant,  but  the  royal 
commissioners  for  New  England  reported  against  it.  In  1683  Edward  Ran- 
dolph received  a  power  of  attorney  from  the  Duke  of  Hamilton,  son 
of  the  Marquis,  to  prosecute  this  claim  before  the  commissioners  at  Boston. 
The  Governor  and  Council  of  Connecticut  in  their  answer  took  the  ground 
of  limitation,  the  Duke  having  had  no  share  in  any  of  the  settlements  or 
improvements  in  the  Colony,  and  having  neglected  entirely  to  prosecute  his 
claims  for  more  than  twenty  years.  On  this  ground  the  Lords  of  Trade 
decided  in  favor  of  Connecticut  in  1697.  —  Trumbull's  History  of  Con- 
necticut^ I.  288y  jyg-82^  ^^j^  ^6j.  Connecticut  Archives;  Miscellaneous,  I. 
SQ-66;  Foreign  Correspondence,  II.  48-J2.  Colonial  Records,  III.  333-336. 
Mass.  Hist.  Soc.  Coll.,    Vol.  IX.  Fifth   Series,  i8o-g3. 
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one  Capt"  Baker,  under  your  Agent's  Cover.  My  Son 
writes  me  he  has  attended  the  publick  offices  dili- 
gently, and  that  he  thinks  Mason  will  soon  return 
with  no  other  Advantage  than  being  eas'd  of  the 
Burden   of  what  money   he   carried. 

M"^  Belcher  gives  his  Service  to  your  Honour,  and 
to  the  Gentlemen  of  the  Council,  and  desires  me  to 
assure  you,  that  he  shall  always  with  great  pleasure 
do  any  services   for  your   Colony,  and   so   will.   Sir, 

Your   Honour's   most   Obedient   Humble   Servant, 

J.  BELCHER, 

Boston,  Sepf  io"\  1736. 

Gov'  Talcott. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT   TO    FRANCIS  WILKS. 

Hartford,  Sep'.  17,  1736. 
S^:  I  had  the  favour  of  yours  of  May  the  19, 
and  June  15"',  Inclosing  the  Coppy  of  Mahomet's  alias 
Yeomanones  Petition  against  this  Gov'ment,  and  soon 
after  I  had  rece'^  it  began  to  prepare  an  answer 
in  defence  of  the  Colony  to  Shew  the  many  falsitys 
Suggested  in  his  petition  and  the  reasons  why  we 
ought  not  at  first  to  have  Complyed  with  the  Judg- 
ment of  the  Commis"  Court  held  at  Stoningtown  in 
the  Colony  of  Connecticutt  on  the  23*^  day  of  August, 
1705,  and  much  less  now,  since  the  matter  had  layn 
still  so  Long,  and  Uncas  and  Owaneco  before  that 
Time,  and  Owaneco  the  then  Sachem  had,  since  that 
Time,  sold  those  Hunting  Lands  mentioned  [in  the?] 
Judgment,  Massapeeg  and  Considerable  of  the  Land 
mentioned  between  New  London  and  Norwich,  and 
had  taken  valuable  Considerations  for  them.  Executing 
deeds  and  acknowledged  y™  before  the  Civil  authority 
as  the  Law  Directs,  and  that  Long  Since  had  Several 
Towns     and     parishes    been     planted     and     s^     Lands 
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Subdued  possessed  and  Improved  by  those  that  held 
under  them  s^  Uncas  and  Owaneco,  Sachems,  and  we 
have  now  Setled  on  s^  Lands  5  or  600  famelys  and  all 
in  a  Just  Compliance  with  the  articles  of  Confedera- 
tion they  speak  of;  and  to  Shew  that  the  Tribe  of  the 
Moheague  Indians  do  not  want  Land  to  Improve  nor 
are  they  Like  to  want,  for  their  number  of  Males 
from  12  year  old  and  upward  is  but  47,  and  the  num- 
ber of  females  from  12  years  old  and  upward  is  but 
48,  and  the  Land  Sequestered  to  them  and  well  Se- 
cured is  4764  acres  and  at  this  Time  Improved  in 
planting  abo*  100  acres,  and  the  whole  of  s'^  Land  is 
very  good,  all  Suitable  for  planting,  mowing  and  pas- 
ture Land,  well  wooded  and  watered,  &c.,  and  the 
Moheague  Indians  now  Inhabit  thereon,  and  it  Lyeth 
on  A  fair  River,  called  New  London  River,  abounding 
with  oysters.  Clams  and  Several  Sorts  of  fish  very 
easily  taken  by  the  Indians,  and  Contributes  much  to 
their  Subsistence,  and  the  proper  Sachem  and  his 
Tribe  (from  whom  I  suppose  you  have  A  Declaration 
in  my  Letter  of  May  Last)  lives  there  intirely  Easy, 
&c.,  theres  nothing  more  agreeable  to  all  our  natives 
than  to  Sit  down  by  such  a  River;  the  Evidence  to 
make  full  proof  thereof  and  to  all  foregoing  we  have, 
and  had  well  nigh  got  ready  and  Drawn  our  argu- 
ments to  the  whole  when  yours  of  July  17*^  Last  came 
to  hand,  and  finding  that  you  Conclude  that  matter 
was  Intirely  at  an  End  respecting  Mahomet's  Com- 
plaint Lying  before  the  Lords,  &c.,  the  Gen^men  of 
the  Councill  tho't  best  not  to  proceed  any  further 
thereon  at  that  time,  so  I  desisted,  yet  don't  know 
but  that  our  Assembly,  which  is  to  meet  the  14*^'  of 
next  month,  will  think  proper  then  to  order  that  we 
go  thro'  with   our  argument,  &c.,  and  Send  it  you   if 


48 
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we  hear  nothing  further  from  yon  to  prevent  it.  I 
suppose  you  had  not  Rec^  mine  of  May  Last,  Inclos- 
ing Ben  Uncass'  the  present  Sachem  of  the  Mohegan 
Indians  and  his  People's  Declaration  in  opposition  to 
Mahomet,  and  that  the  s"^  Ben  Uncass  was  their 
Elected  and  rightful  Sachem,  &c.,  also  one  Letter  I 
sent  in  June,  respecting  i^ioo  Silver  and  gold  I  sent 
you,  and  relating  the  Sallery  granted  in  May  Last, 
yet  since  I  sent  you  not  only  the  original  but 
Duplicates,  the  one  or  the  other  are  doubtless  Come 
Safe  to  you  before  now,  and  hope  to  hear  from  you 
by  the  next  oppertunity,  and  with  Great  Respects  am, 
S'",  your  most  obliged  Hu^m  Serv*, 

J.  TALCOTT. 

To  Francis  Wilks,  Esq^,  London. 


BOARD  OF  TRADE  TO  GOVERNOR  TALCOTT. 

Whitehall,  October  22*^,   1736. 

Sir:  My  Lords  Commissioners  for  Trade  and 
Plantations  command  me  to  acknowledge  the  Receipt 
of  your  Letter  of  the  28*^  of  October,  1735,  relating 
to  such  Connecticut  Laws  as  impose  any  Duties  on 
the  Trade  and  Shipping  of  Great  Britain,  &c^  But 
as  your  Letter  was  not  receiv'd  in  this  Office  till 
the  12*^  of  April,  1736,  it  was  of  no  Service  to  their 
Lordships  in  the  framing  their  Representation  to  the 
House  of  Lords,  for  which  purpose  it  was  desired. 
I  am. 

Sir, 

Your  most  humble  Servant, 

ALURED   POPPLE. 

Joseph  Talcott,  Esq',  Gov'  of  Connecticut. 
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GOVERNOR   BELCHER   OF    MASSACHUSETTS   TO   GOV- 
ERNOR TALCOTT. 

Hond'^^  Sir:  The  Post  brought  me  your  Favour  of 
30*^  Oct''  from  New  Haven.  I  have  letters  from 
London  of  31**  August  last,  .by  which  I  hear  nothing 
more  of  Mason's  Affair;  the  last  account  I  had  of 
him  was,  that  he  was  gone  into  the  Country  to  avoid 
the  Small  Pox:  (one  of  the  Indians  he  carry'd  having 
dy'd  with   it.) 

I  am,  Sir,  much  oblig'd  to  your  Honour  for  the 
respectful  answer  you  make  to  what  I  wrote  by  M'^ 
Rector  Williams ;  it  would  indeed  have  surpriz'd  all 
sober  thinking  people,  if  that  little  wild  Prattle  (?) 
had  obtained  any  Credit  with  Gentlemen  of  Figure 
in  your  Colony. 

I  thank  your  kind  Condoleance  on  the  Death  of 
my  late  Dear  Wife,^  whom  God  in  his  holy  and  sov- 
ereign Pleasure  has  taken  from  my  Bosom,  she  who 
was  the  Partner  of  all  my  joyes  and  cares.  I  desire 
to  bow  down  and  adore,  and  to  be  dumb  before  the 
great  Disposer  of  all  things.  Affliction  cometh  not 
forth  of  the  Dust.  God  sends  it  in  infinite  Wisdom, 
that  we  may  humbly  inquire  of  Him,  Shew  me  where- 
fore thou  contendest  with  me?  For  my  own  part,  I 
must  with  shame  say.  My  Sins  have  provok'd  God  to 
anger.  Why  then  should  a  living  man  complain?  a 
man  for  the  punishment  of  his  sins?  May  I,  thro 
infinite  Riches  of  Grace  and  Mercy  in  Jesus  Christ, 
come  forth  from  this  Furnace  of  Affliction,  as  gold 
from  the  refiner's  fire,  then  will  the  Furnace  prove 
to  me  the   Bosom  of  God's   Love. 

In  the  circumstances  of  this  affliction  I  have  rea- 
son to  sing  of  Mercy  as  well  as  Judgment,  in  that  I 

*  Gov.  Belcher's  wife  was  Mary,  daughter  of  Lieut.-Governor  Partridge, 
of  New  Hampshire.  She  died  October,  1736. — Ilist.-Genealogical  Register ^ 
XXVIII.  241. 
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don't  mourn  as  one  without  Hope,  but  that  I  have 
good  reason  to  believe  my  loss  is  her  Eternal  Gain. 
God  gave  her  the  use  of  her  Reason  to  the  last  mo- 
ment, and  she  left  the  world  in  great  Faith  and  Hope, 
and  dy'd  an  easy  death  free  from  pangs,  or  even  a 
groan.  I  must  go  to  her,  but  she  shall  not  return  to 
me,  and  while  God  spares  my  life,  may  I  follow  her, 
wherein  she  followed  Christ,  and  by  the  Grace  of  God 
may  I  walk  before  him  in  the  integrity  of  my  heart, 
that  my   end   may  be   peace.     Amen. 

This  I  intend  to  be  delivered  your  Honour  by  the 
Hands  of  M'"  John  Banister,  who  tells  me  he  has 
some  affairs  of  considerable  consequence  depending 
in  your  Colony:  both  his  Grandfather  and  Father 
were  my  old  acquaintance,  and  for  whom  I  had  a 
considerable  esteem,  and  they  formerly  dealt  largely 
with  me.  This  young  Gentleman  (if  I  am  rightly 
inform 'd)  has  on  some  occasions  met  with  hard  meas- 
ure, and  been  crampt  in  his  fortune;  therefore.  Sir, 
if  it  lyes  in  your  way  to  do  him  any  Service,  I  shall 
take   it  very  kindly. 

He  will  deliver .  you,  to  be  accepted  as  a  token 
of  my  Respect,  and  to  be  worn  in  memory  of  my 
Deceas'd  Wife,  an  Escutcheon,  a  Ring,  and  Gloves  for 
yourself,  and  Gloves  for  your   Lady. 

I  remain  with  much   Respect,   Sir, 
Your  Honour's  most  Obedient  Humble  Servant, 

J.   BELCHER. 

Boston,  Nov''  2^,   1736. 

Gov'"  Talcott. 

GOVERNOR  TALCOTT  TO   FRANCIS  WILKS. 
S\-     I  am  favored  with  yours  of  the  19*^  of  August, 
and  since  Mahomit,  the  pretender  to  be  Sachem,  is  dead, 
supposing  nothing  more  can  be  said  for  his  Memo« :  laid 
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before  the  King's  most  Excellent  Majestic,  &c.,  respect- 
ing this  Gov^'ment  and  the  Moheeg  Indians,  I  have 
not  sent  the  answers,  that  were  not  quite  perfected; 
but  can  assure  you  there's  a  perfect  satisfaction  and 
good  agreement  between  the  present  Rightfull  Sachem, 
Ben  Uncass,  and  the  Gov''ment:  and  if  Cap*  Mason 
or  any  other  advance  anything  new,  I  hope  you'll 
get  time  for  us  to  make  our  answers,  as  heretofore 
at  all  times  hath  been   granted. 

And  as  to  Duke  Hamilton's  reviving  his  ^  pre- 
tentions of  claim  to  a  large  tract  of  land  in  this 
Gov^'ment,  if  he  shall  apply  himself  to  his  Majestic 
on  any  such  pretentions,  that  you  insist  upon  the  un- 
reasonableness of  his  obtaining  any  Order  of  Council 
to  the  prejudice  of  the  title  and  occupation  of  this 
Gov^'ment,  (which  has  been  so  long  uninterrupted, 
during  100  years,)  before  they  have  advice  of  it, 
and  time  to  answer. 

Gov''  Winthrop^  by  his  Memoriall  prevented  any 
proceedings  in  Council,  on  the  Petition  of  the  Duch- 
ess of  Hamilton,  by  shewing  that  it  concerned  great 
numbers  of  people  here,  in  that  day,  fifty  years  since, 
(and  now  doubtless  double  the  number,)  who  had  no 
notice  thereof;  that  the  deeds  and  witnesses  to  make 
out  the  titles  of  those  that  possessed  the  lands  was 
in  New  England;  that  he  had  no  instructions  or 
directions  to  appear  in  that  matter;  that  he  hoped 
notice  would  be  given  them,  and  convenient  time  to 
answer,  before  any  determination  should  be  had  in  a 
matter  of  such  moment. 

And  I  must  desire  that  you  in  the  behalf  of  this 
Gov'^ment,  that  if  need  should  require,  you  would 
by  the  same  and  what  other  reasons  you  shall  think 


♦Governor  Fitz  John  Winthrop.     See  page  375. 


382  TALCOTT  PAPERS. 

proper  to  add,  prevent  whatsoever  of  that  kind  may- 
be designed. 

And  I  must  also  desire  that  you  would  procure 
and  send  us  the  best  directions  what  may  be  proper 
to  be  done  here,  by  any  act  of  the  Gov^'ment,  or 
what  evidence  as  to  any  matter  of  fact  we  had  best 
to  be  provided  with,  and  in  what  form  to  be  taken, 
that  we  may  be  the  better  able  to  maintain  our  Just 
Rights  against  his  Lordship's  claim,  if  any  motion  of 
his  should  oblige  us  to  it.  And  as  in  all  your  nego- 
tiations for  this  Gov^'ment  hitherto,  you  have  given 
us  perfect  satisfaction,  so  we  hope  you  will  be  still 
succeeded,  and  our  Gov'^ment  preserved  from  all  inju- 
ryous  men. 

I  rec'd  your  last  per  Cap*  Hooker,  my  nighbour 
and  very  good  friend,  with  the  news  of  June  and 
July,  by  all   of   which   you   have  very  much   obliged. 

Your  friend  and  hum''^^  Servant, 

J.  TALCOTT. 
Hartford,  Novem*"  30*^,  1736. 

Fra:  Wilks,  Esq^ 
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THE   GOVERNMENT  OF   MASSACHUSETTS    TO   GOVERNOR 

TALCOTT.* 
Sir  : 

Our  Western  Frontiers  &  especially  the  Towns  in 
Hampshire  having-  been  much  press'd  &  streighten'd  by 
the  Enemy  this  last  Summer,  and  it  being  hazzardous,  there 
being  Reason  to  expect  that  they  will  make  some  further 
Impressions  before  Winter.  We  desire  you  would  please 
Move  to  your  General  Assembly,  that  (at  least)  the  Forces 
you  have  now  in  the  County  of  Hampsh.  may  be  con- 
tinued there  for  some  farther  Time.  And  likewise  that 
they  would  fully  impower  your  self  with  the  Council  or 
such  other  Persons  as  they  shall  judge  meet,  effectually 
to  concert  Measures  with  this  Governm*  in  the  Recess  of 
your  Court  for  the  prosecution  [of]  the  War  against  the 
Indians  &  for  raising  such  Forces  for  that  Service,  as  by 
our  Joint  Consultation  shall  be  thought  necessary.  And 
this  being  a  Matter  of  Great  Consequence  to  the  Security 
of  the  People  of  your  Governm*  as  well  as  ours  do  with 
great  Earnestness  desire  your  Assembly  to  fully  to  con- 
sider thereof,  &  to  take  such  Measures  that  we  mayn't 
fail  for  want  of  your  Assistance  in  any  Designs  that  may 
be  formed  to  defeat  &  destroy  our  common  Enemy. 

[Indorsed]     Letter  to  the   L*  Gov'  of  Connecticut,  Oct. 
10,  1724. 

LETTER  OF  CONDOLENCE   ON  THE   DEATH   OF 

GOV.   SALTONSTALL.+ 
Sir:  ^ 

It  having  pleased  God  in  his  holy  Providence  to  re- 
move by  death  y"  late  worthy  &  excellent  Govern"^  We 
take  this  Opportunity  (of  the  Meeting  of  y"  whole  Governm* 
in  Gen"  Assembly)  to  express  our  sincere  Condoleance  with 
you  in  the  great  affliction;  And  as  his  Services  were  not 
confined  to  your  Colony  but  of  more  general  &  exten- 
sive Influence,  &  have  especially  reach'd  this  Province  in 
many   Instances  of  his   Friendship  &  good   Affection,  We 

*  [In  the  handwriting  of  Secretary  Willard.]    Mass.  Archives,  LII.  62-3. 
+  [In  the  handwriting  of  Secretary  Willard.] 
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esteem  our  Loss  in  his  Removal  very  great,  and  his  Memory 
will  alwaies  be  dear  to  us  &  to  all  that  have  been  acquainted 
with  his  extraordinary  Qualifications  &  the  Use  he  has  made 
of  them  for  y^  publick  Good. 

[Endorsed]  Letter  to  Gov""  Talcot.  Octob'  14,  1724. 
Mass.  Archives,  LII.  67-8. 

THE   GOVERNMENT   OF    MASSACHUSETTS   TO  GOVERNOR 

TALCOTT. 
Sir  : 

I  wrote  to  you  the  27'**  of  the  last  Month  Desireing 
you  would  send  some  Assistance  from  y'  Governm*  to 
our  Frontiers  in  the  County  of  Hampsh.  with  a  Copy  of 
the  Intelligence  I  had  rec'*  of  the  Designs  of  the  Enemy. 
But  I  have  had  no  answer  from  the  Officers  in  that 
County  any  Thing  of  the  Motion  of  your  Men.  I  must 
now  upon  fresh  Advices  I  have  of  our  Danger  (as  you 
will  see  by  the  enclosed)  renew  my  Request  to  you : 
That  you  would  send  some  force  into  Hampshire  as 
soon  as  possible.  If  you  wait  till  you  have  Advice  of 
the  Enemies  being  upon  us,  It  will  then  be  too  late  & 
the  Mischief  they  will  do  upon  the  first  Onset  will  be 
irretrievable.* 
Gov'   Talcot. 

Sep*  13,   1725. 

[Mass.  Archives,  LII.  277.] 

THE    GOVERNMENT   OF   MASSACHUSETTS   TO  GOVERNOR 

TALCOTT. 

Sir  : 

I  rec*^  your  Letter  of  the  20*''  Instant,  and  am  thank- 
ful for  the  Relief  you  have  sent  to  our  Frontiers  in 
Hampsh.  I  hope  the  dangerous  season  will  now  be  soon 
over.      It  is   not   strange  that   there   sh**  be   among  us   as 

*  In  the  handwriting  of  Secretary  Willard. 
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well  as  in  other  places  those  that  either  from  Weakness 
or  Design  are  forward  to  censure  &  reproach  the  Pro- 
ceedings of  the  Governm*  be  they  never  so  reasonable  & 
just.  But  I  am  sorry  any  Thing  of  that  Kind  should 
make  Impressions  on  the  Persons  that  are  in  Power  in 
your  Colony.  As  to  the  Cause  &  Provocations  of  the 
War  that  subject  has  been  so  often  repeated  &  so  fully 
disciiss'd  already  as  to  Leave  me  nothing  to  say  further 
on  that  Subject.  However  I  shall  send  you  the  Confer- 
ence with  the  Indians  at  Arrowsick*  &  any  other  Papers 
that  I  can  think  of  that  have  not  yet  been  sent.  As  to 
the  other  Charge  of  our  being  loath  to  come  into  a 
Peace,  It  is  very  barbarous  and  unjust,  For  there  is 
nothing  this  Governm*  is  more  desirous  of  &  have  accord- 
ingly carefully  improved  every  Appearance  of  an  Advan- 
tage to  effect.  So  that  Nothing  more  could  be  done 
without  making  base  &  abject  Submission  to  the  Indians, 
or  which  is  much  worse,  to  the  French,  &  making  them 
the  Arbiters  of  Peace,  W"**  none  that  have  his  Majesties 
Honour  or  the  Prosperity  of  these  Provinces  at  Heart 
can  think  reasonable.  The  Remonstrance  ag'*  your  Gov- 
ernm*  wh'^*'  you  mention  is  no  other  than  this.  In  the 
last  Address  of  our  Assembly  to  his  Majesty,  We  repre- 
sent that  We  had  applied  to  the  Governm*'  of  N.  York, 
Conn.  &  Rh.  IP  for  their  Quota  of  Men  (according  to  his 
Majesties  Instruction  &  Regulation)  to  assist  us  in  this 
War,  but  have  not  been  able  to  obtain  them,  Therefore 
we  pray  his  Majesty  to  renew  his  Commands  to  those 
Govemm*"  to  afford  us  this  Assistance.  I  have  seen  the 
Postmaster  here  Since  the  receipt  of  your  Letter  &  Hee 
assures  me  that  Hee  delivered  the  Packet  I  wrote  you 
of  to  the  Post  rider  last  Week,  &  that  Hee  never  tooke 
a  Penn5rJ>ostage  for  any  of  your  Letters  but  order**  them 
to  bee  dd  ffree  &  seemed  Surprised  to  hear  you  had  ever 


*  See  Winsor's  Narrative  and  Critical  History  of  America,  V.  424. 
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paid   for   any.      I   believe   he   will   write   you   about  it.      I 
am  * 

29»'>   Sep',   1725. 
Gov'  Tallcott. 

[Indorsed]     Lett'  to  Gov'  Talcot.     Octob :    i:    1725. 

[Mass.  Archives,  LII.  290-1.] 

LETTER    FROM    THE    DUKE    OF    NEWCASTLE  f    TO    THE 
GOVERNOR    OF    MASSACHUSETTS. 

Whitehall,  Sep*.  29,  1725. 

Sir  : 

His  Majesty  having  been  pleased  to  grant  to  M' 
William  Wood  his  Letters  Patent  for  the  Coyning  of 
Half  Pence,  pence  and  Two-pence  of  the  Value  of 
Money  of  Great  Britain  for  the  Use  of  His  Maj*^'  Domin- 
ions in  America,  which  said  Coyn  is  to  receive  such 
additional  Value  as  shall  be  reasonable  and  agreeable 
to  the  customary  allowance  of  Exchange  in  the  several 
parts  of  those  His  Majestys  Dominions,  as  you  will  see 
more  at  large  by  a  Copy  of  the  Patent,  which  will  be 
laid  before  you  by  the  person  that  delivers  this  Letter 
to  you. J; 

I  am  to  signify  to  you  His  Maj'^'  pleasure,  that  in 
pursuance  of  a  Clause  in  the  said  Patent  by  which  all 
His  Maj''"'  Officers  are  to  be  aiding  &  assisting  to  M' 
Wood  in  the  due  execution  of  what  is  therein  directed 
and  in  the  legal  Exercise  of  the  several  Powers  and 
Enjoyment    of     the     Privileges    and    advantages    thereby 

*  In  the  handwriting  of  Secretary  Willard. 

+  Thomas  Pelham  Holies,  Duke  of  Newcastle,  born  in  1693,  for  thirty  years 
(1724-1754),  one  of  the  two  secretaries  of  State,  and  for  seven  years  prime  min- 
ister, died  1768. — EncyclopcFdia  Britannica,  XV  11.  j8i. 

X  FeWs  Massachusetts  Currency^  So.  About  the  time  that  Wood's  patent 
was  granted  for  money  to  be  current  in  Ireland,  a  new  species  of  coins  was 
struck  for  the  use  of  the  British  colonies  in  America.  They  were  made  of 
a  mixed  metal  resembling  brass,  and  were  of  three  sizes  ;  one  nearly  as  broad 
as  a  half-crown,  another  about  the  size  of  an  English  half-penny,  and  a 
third  about  the  size  of  a  farthing,  all  bearing  the  same  stamp,  namely,  on 
the  obverse,  his  majesty's  head,  like  the  guinea;  all  of  J;hem  had  on  the 
reverse  a  large  double  rose,  with  Rosa  Americana,  1722.  Ruding's  Annah 
of  the  Coinage  of  Great  Britain^  II.  y2. 
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granted  to  him,  you  give  him  all  due  Encouragement 
and  assistance,  and  that  you  and  all  such  other  of  His 
Maj*'^'  Officers  there,  whom  it  may  concern,  do  readily 
perform  all  legal  Acts,  that  may  be  requisite  for  that 
purpose.  This  I  am  particularly  to  recommend  to  your 
Care,  and  to  desire  your  Protection  to  M'  Wood,  and  to 
those  he  shall  employ  to  transact  this  affair  in  the 
Provinces   under  your   Government.     I   am 

Sir 
Your  most   humble   Servant 

HOLLES   NEWCASTLE. 

Gov'OF  THE  Massachusetts  Bay  and  New  Hampshire. 
[Mass.   Archives,    LII.   305-6.] 

EXTRACTS  FROM  HEMPSTED'S*  DIARY. 
Oct.  18,  1727.  After  a  while  the  whole  house  Waited 
on  his  honour  y*  Gov'  &  y^  D.  G.  &  Councill,  &  a  great 
number  of  the  Clergy,  to  Proclaim  y^  King  G.  2^.  A 
gr*  number  of  Spectators,  the  Troops,  &  Eight  foot  Com- 
panys  in  Arms,  6  of  Newhaven  &  2  from  Milford. 
Major  Eells  Disciplined  y*  Regement ;  y*  Sheriff  on  horse- 
back made  proclaimation,  spake  Every  Sentence  after 
y'  Secretary.  Being  done  y'  whole  Concourse  gave  3 
Huzzas  &  Each  Company  gave  3  distinct  vollys  &  y^  3 
great  guns  were  discharged.  An  Ox  was  the  mean  while 
Roasted  whole  by  y''  Comission  officers  w'^*'  was  distributed 
to  the  Souldiers,  &  a  pipe  of  wine  at  y'  Country  Charge, 
&  at  night  y*  Court-house,  Colledge,  &  several  other  houses 
besides  y*  Rector's  was  Illuminated.  Bonfires  &  other 
Signals  of  Joy  most  of  y^  night.  \ 

♦Joshua  Hempsted,  born  in  New  London,  Sept.  i,  1678,  took  an  active 
part  in  the  affairs  of  the  town  for  a  period  of  more  than  fifty  years.  He 
was  farmer,  surveyor,  house  and  ship  carpenter,  attorney,  stone-cutter, 
sailor  and  trader,  justice  of  the  peace,  judge  of  probate,  everybody's 
helper  and  adviser,  and  the  confidential  agent  and  business  manager  for 
the  Winthrop  family.  He  died  in  1758.— J//j-j  Caulkins'  History  of  Neu> 
London y  2yj. 

+  Proclamation  of  King  George  H.  at  New  Haven.  See  page  93,  and 
Colonial  Records^  VII.    121. 
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May  31,  1728.  I  was  in  Town  &  at  Mad'"  Winthrop's 
to  hear  the  news  from  Great  Brittain,  w"''  is  that  the  King 
&  Council  hath  Repealed  our  Law  for  Dividing  Intestate 
Estates,  and  Releiving  M""  Winthrop  in  all  grevious  Judgm**.* 

June  I.  Saturday.  I  set  out  for  Hartford  on  my 
black  Mare  to  carry  y"  [torn]  of  the  King  and  Council 
to  the  Gov""  &c.  I  got  to  Holister's  &  Lodged  [in 
Glastonbury]. 

Sund.  2.^.  Fair.  I  was  at  Meetting  at  Glassenbury.  In 
y*"  Evening  I  went  to  Hartford  &  dd  the  Packquet  to 
y*^  Governour,  y^  D.  Gov':,  Maj'  Eells  &  M'  vStandly  present 
too.     I  lodged  at  Messenger's. 

Wednesd.  5.  Waited  on  the  Gov""  &  Secry  &  got  the 
Packquet  &  my  Wages  for  Travel  &  Waiting,  32/10.  .  .  .  I 
got  home  by  day.  .  .  .  I  dd  y**  Packquet  to  Maddam 
Winthrop. 

March  31,  1730.  Cap*  Jn°  Shackmaple  (Colector  of 
His    Majesties   Customs)    died   last   Night   3   o'clock.f 

Sep*  I,  1730.  I  was  at  Home  &  in  Town  at  the 
Proclamation  of  Peace  with  Spain  done  at  the  fort.  The 
great  guns   was   discharged   thrice. J; 

Oct.'  28,  1732.  This  morning  Brother  John  Plumb 
died  with   a  violent   Cold.§ 

COL.    ADAM   WINTHROP   TO    GOVERNOR   TALCOTT. 

Hoti"'   Sir: 

Yesterday  Cap*  John  Mason  was  before  the  Commiss" 

for    the    Indian   Affairs    and   gave   us    an    account    of    the 

State    &    progress    of    the    Instruction    of    the    Indians    in 

Your  Colony,  and  likewise  informed  what  had  been  done 

by   Your   Generall   Assembly   toward   the    Encouragement 

of    so   good    and    pious    a   work :    Vizt  :    the    building    the 

School    House    which    cost    60^    &   the    Voting    15;^   this 

Year   to    Cap*    Mason.  ||      As    the    Success   hitherto   &    the 

♦See  page  114. 

+  See  page  236.        %  See  page  209.        §  See  page  216. 

II  Colonial  Records,  VII.  75,  181. 
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prospect  of  still  greater  is  Matter  of  considerable  joy 
&  Satisfaction  to  the  Commiss''',  We  hope  it  will  be 
likewise  so  to  all  well  disposed  Persons  in  Your  Colony, 
and  to  the  Gen"  Assembly  in  particular.  And  tho  what 
has  been  already  done  is  look't  upon  with  Suitable  Re- 
gards, Yet  it  is  hoped  that  as  the  Number  of  Scholars 
is  likely  to  Encrease  they  will  be  inclined  Annually  to 
make  further  and  greater  Allowances  for  carrying  on 
Such  a  laudable  Design.  And  it  is  the  Commiss''  Earnest 
Desire  that  Your  Honour  will  move  &  Excite  the  Assem- 
bly at  their  Next  Session  or  Spring  Session  thereunto, 
which  I  am  by  them  directed  to  Signify  unto  You  —  So 
with  much   Respect   I    Subscribe 

Y'  Hon'^  most  hum.   &   Obed*  Serv* 

ADAM   WINTHROR 

Boston,   Nov'  5,   1728. 

To   the   Hon^'^  Joseph   Talcott,   Esq', 
Governour  &c.   at   Hartford. 

ORIGINAL    OF    KING    OF    SPAIN'S    PROCLAMATION, 
PAGE   182. 
COPIA. 

El   Rey. 

Por  quantto  siendo  repetidas  las  quejas  de  la  Nacion 
Ynglesa  de  continuar  se  los  Corsor  en  la  America  por 
mis  Vasallos  contra  los  Subditos  de  aquella  Corona,  como 
si  se  estubiese  en  tiempo  de  Guerra;  he  resuelto  que  por 
todos  mis  Vasallos,  se  observe  prezisamente  la  Order  de 
la  Suspension  de  Armas  expedida  en  veintte  y  cinco  de 
Abrile  del  ano  proximo  pasado  en  consecuencia  de  lo 
prevenido  en  los  Preheliminares  de  la  Paz  y  la  Comben- 
cion  hecha  en  el  Pardo,  y  que  en  su  Conformidad  se  res- 
tituyan  todos  las  Presas,  que  se  hubiereh  ejecutado  en  la 
America  a  la  rreferida  Nacion  Ynglesa,  despues  de  la 
llegada  de  las  Ordenes  a  Cartagena,  en  veintte  y  dos  de 
Junio  de  mill  settecientos  y  veintte  y  ocho,  para  la  sus- 
pension de  Armas  expedidas  en  consecuencia  de  los  cita- 
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dos  Tratados  y  Actto  del  Pardo  y  en  su  defecto  el  Justto 

Valor  de  las  dichas  Presas  y  su  Cargazon  segiin  lexitima- 

mente  consttare  del  tiempo  en  que  se  hubieren  ejecutado  ; 

Y  assimismo   la  reparacion   de  qualquiera  otro   Dano  cau- 

sado  en  la  retardacion  has  Ha  la  Ehtrega  si  fuere  Justto, 

a    excepcion    de    las    Presas    hechas    por    razon    de    ilicito 

Comercio  en   los   parages   y  en   los   limites   que  prescrives 

las    Leyes    y    Tratados   de    Pazes    y    Comercio    que    ttodos 

aquellas    que    se    hubieren    ejecutado    en    cada    respectivo 

territorio   despues   del    rreferido   tiempo    de    la  llegada   de 

las  Ordence  de  la  vSuspension  de  Armas  a  Carttagena  en 

que   no   hubiere   codcurrido   la  en   unjiada  ojircun    Hancia 

de  ilicito  Comercio  y  dentro  de  los  Limites  que  previenen 

las   Leyer  y  Capitulos  de   Pazes  y  Comercto  se  restituyah 

prezisamente  a  la  Nacion   Ynglesa   y  que  los  Propietarios 

de   las   tales    Presas   que   conforme   a   estta   Disposicion   se 

deven    restituir    puedan    usar    libremente    de    ellas    y    sus 

efectos   y  conduzirloc  a   su  Voluntad   a  sus  Puertos,   arre- 

glandose    a    lo    estipulado    en    los    Tratados    de    Comercio 

pasando  a   mis  manos  las   Justificaziones  combenientes  de 

haverse   ejecutado   assi.      Por   tan  to   man  do   aloe   Virreyes 

del     Peru,    y    nueba     Espaiia,    Governadores    y    Ofiziales 

Reales   de   los    Puerttos   de   aquellos,    Dominios   cum   plan 

Prezirsa    y    puntualmente    estta    Deliveracion    dando    cada 

uno  por  lo   respectivo   a   su   Governacion   las   Ordenes   ye 

providencias   que    fucren   necesarios   para   su    mas   exactta 

Observancia,   que   asvi   es   mi   Voluntad.      Ftro   en   Sevilla 

a   Cattorze  de   Diziembre  de  su   ile  settecientos  y  veintte 

y  nuebe. 

YO    EL   REY. 
[L.   s.] 

D.  Joseph    PatiNo 

A  los  Nirreyes,  Governadores  y  Ofiziales  Reales  de 
los  Puerttos  del  Peru,  y  nueba  Sanna ;  Ord  en  andoles 
restituyan  a  la  Nacion  Ynglesa,  las  Presas  que  se  hubier 
en  hecho  despues  de  la  Notificazion  de  la  Suspension  de 
Armas. 
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PETITION   OF   JOHN   WINTHROP. 

To  the  Rig-ht  Hon^''=  the  Lords  of  the  Committee  of  Coun- 
cill    for    hearing    Appeals,    Complaints,    &c'',  from    the 

Plantations. 

The  Humble  Petition  of  John  Winthrop,  Esq' — Hum- 
bly Sheweth 

That  a  Petition  having  been  pre f err 'd  to  His  Majesty 
by  Jonathan  Belcher  &  Jeremiah  Dummer,  Esq",  AUedg'd 
to  be  in  Behalf  of  the  whole  CoUony  of  Connecticutt  in 
New  England  which  Petition  has  been  referr'd  to  your 
Lordships  Consideration  Your  Memorialist  who  is  the 
Descendant  of  the  first  Gov""  in  that  Collony  in  behalf  of 
himself  and  many  other  Principall  Inhabitants  there  beg 
Leave  to  Acquaint  your  Lordships  that  the  Mrial  Allega- 
tions in  the  Said  Petition  cannot  be  Supported  either  [in] 
Law  or  in  ffact. 

Your  Memorialist  does  admitt  that  before  any  form  of 
Government  was  Establish'd  in  Connecticutt  the  Inhabit- 
ants frequently  distributed  their  Lands  in  the  manner  which 
in  the  Petition  is  Sett  forth  which  Distribution  was  no 
further  binding  than  merely  by  Consent  of  Parties. 

That  in   April,   1662,  King   Charles   the    2^  by  Letters 
Patents   Incorporated    this    Province   Granting 
Charter  P.  15.      them   the  same    Privelidges   that   are    Enjoy 'd 
by    any    Subjects    of    England    or    any    Cor- 
charter  P.  4.       poratiou    or    body    Politick    within    the    same, 
Enabling    them     to    make    Laws    and     Ordi- 
nances   for    their   better   Government   provided   the    same 
were    not    contrary     to     the     Laws    of    this     Realm    and 
according  to  the  Course  of  other  Corporations 
Ibid.  within   this   Kingdom   of   England,  last   of   all 

he   Granted  this   Province   of   Connecticutt   to 
the   Corporation   so   Erected. 

To  have  and  to  hold  to  them  &c''  of  His 
Ibid  p.  6.  Said  Majesty  as  of  his  manner  of  East  Green- 

wich in  free  and  common  Sottage  {sic\     From 
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all  which  Clauses  it  appears  that  they  were  Erected  as  a 
Corporation  within  the  Dominions  of  England,  Holding 
by  and  subject  to  the  Laws  of  this  Realm,  a  Power 
(frequently  Granted  to  Corporations  in  the  Kingdom)  of 
making  By  Laws  and  Ordinances  for  their  own  good 
Government,  Provided  the  same  were  not  Contrary  to 
the  Laws  of  the  Realm,  And  it  is  become  the  more 
necessary  in  Point  of  Policy  as  well  as  Justice  to 
Confine  them  Strictly  to  these  Bounds,  Since  His  Majesty 
by  the  Charter  has  a  Power  Reserv'd  to  him  of  Appointing 
a  Governour  or  any  other  Officer  within  the  said  Collony 
or  of  Confirming  or  Disallowing  any  Laws  or  Ordinances 
made  by  y**  Gen"  Assembly,  there  who  wou'd  therefore  be 
Vested  with  an  Arbitrary  Power  over  the  Propertys  of 
their  Fellow  Subjects  were  they  not  restrained  to  Act 
Conformably  to  the  Laws  of  England. 

Your  Memorialist  Conceives  that  the  Act  intituled  an 
Act  for  y*  Settlement  of  Intestate  Estates  is  contrary  to  the 
Laws  of  this  Realm  in  a  double  respect,  first  as  it  directs 
Intestates  Real  Estates  to  be  Distributed  in  Single  Shares 
to  all  the  Children  except  the  Eldest  Son  to  whom  a  dou- 
ble Share  is  Assign 'd  whereas  by  the  Course  of  Descents 
at  Law  He  is  the  Sole  Heir  and  intituled  to  the  whole 
Estate  exclusive  of  all  other  Children.  Secondly  as  it 
Empowers  the  Court  of  Probate  which  is  a  Spiritual  Court 
to  hold  Plea  of  ffreehold  Estates  which  by  Law  can  only 
be  Subject  to  the  Jurisdiction  of  Temporal  Courts. 

This  Act  being  for  the  Reasons  above  mention'd  in  its 
own  Nature,  Null,  Void  and  Repugnant  to  the  very  Powers 
granted  by  King  Charles  y*  Second  it  is  a  Gross  Mistake 
in  the  Pet"  to  Alledge  that  the  same  was  Annulled  by  His 
Majestys  Order  in  Councill  of  the  5***  [15"*]  of  February, 
1727.  Whereas  his  Majesty  did  upon  Counsell  heard  on 
both  Sides  thereof  only  Releive  your  Memorialist  as  a 
Subject  &  an  Inhabitant  of  the  Province  of  Connecticutt, 
who  Resorted  to  His  Royall  Justice  for  Relief  against  the 
Oppression  of  a  Court  of  Probates  acting  without  any 
so 
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Legal  Jurisdiction,  under  the  pretended  Authority  of  an 
Act  of  Assembly,  which  being  contrary  to  Law  and  to  their 
Charter  was  in  it  Self  Void  &  Null,  even  before  His 
Majesty  for  the  future  Information  of  His  Maj*^'  Subjects 
in  Connecticutt  was  Graciously  Pleas'd  to  Declare  it  so. 

The  Memorialist  beggs  leave  further  to  observe  to  your 
Lordships  that  the  pretended  Custom  of  distributing  Intes- 
tate Real  Estates  amongst  all  the  Children  was  no  other- 
wise introduced  than  by  the  Consent  of  Partys  when  Lands 
in  those  Parts  were  of  little  or  no  Value,  nor  was  it  ever 
Coercive  till  the  above  mention 'd  Act  of  Assembly  made  it 
so,  and  since  the  same  Power  which  every  Brittish  Subject 
has  of  disposing  his  Estate  by  Will  Subsists  in  Connecti- 
cutt, those  who  approve  of  such  a  method  of  Distribution 
for  the  Benefitt  of  their  younger  Children  are  at  Liberty 
to  make  the  same  by  their  last  Will,  which  will  Sufficiently 
answer  y^  Purposes  in  the  Petition  Sett  forth  of  Encourag- 
ing all  the  Children  to  Contribute  to  the  improvement  of 
their  ffathers  Estates.  But  if  upon  Pretence  of  some  Bene- 
fitt or  Convenience  to  the  Province  the  Legal  Course  of 
Descents  can  be  alter 'd,  and  Ecclesiasticall  Courts  can  be 
Empower 'd  to  have  Cognizance  of  Mfes  only  Subject  to  a 
Temporal  Jurisdiction,  and  this  by  Virtue  meerly  of  an  Act 
of  Assembly  of  the  Collony  of  Connecticutt,  this  will  be 
such  an  Establishment  of  an  Arbitrary  Independent  Power 
in  them  as  will  much  more  Induce  the  Younger  as  well 
as  Elder  Sons  to  Quit  that  Country,  than  the  Continuing 
on  them  according  to  their  Charter  the  just  Restraints  of 
»  making  by  Laws  that  are  Contrary  to  the  Laws  of  this 
Realm  which  are  the  invaluable  Birthright  of  the  Subject, 
the  best  Security  of  their  Property,  and  y^  Strongest  Motive 
for  Natives  to  Remain  and  Strangers  to  come  to  a  Collony 
where  that  is  unalterably  fixed. 

The  Memorialist  beggs  leave  also  to  acquaint  your 
Lordships  that  the  Request  of  the  Petition  is  so  far  from 
being  the  United  Request  of  the  whole  Collony  of  Con- 
necticutt  that  ever  since  the   Act   for    Settling    Intestate 
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Estates  there  has  been  in  force  Numberless  Disputes  have 
Arisen  thereupon  and  many  Persons  have  Groan'd  tinder 
the  Oppression  of  the  Court  of  Probates,  and  Arbitrary 
Proceedings  of  the  Assemblys  in  Support  of  their  Jurisdic- 
tion, and  tho  the  Memorialist  only  has  Struggled  against  so 
weighty  an  Opposition  and  insisted  on  an  Appeal  to  His 
Majesty  from  whom  he  has  reed  such  Ample  Justice  & 
Redress,  Yet  your  Lordships  may  be  Assur'd  that  many 
other  Appeals  of  the  same  Nature  wou'd  have  been  bro': 
had  the  Aggreiv'd  been  Enabled  by  their  Fortunes  to 
Support   the   Expence   of   such   an   Application. 

As  to  that  part  of  the  Petition  wherein  it  is  Prayed 
that  Persons  Claiming  under  the  acting  for  Distribution 
of  Intestate  Estates  may  be  quieted  in  their  Possessions 
with  a  Saving  Clause  in  Behalf  of  your  Memorialist  he 
humbly  beggs  leave  to  Acquaint  your  Lordships  that  he 
has  himself  no  particular  Personal  Int:  to  oppose  the 
Prayer  of  the  Petition  provided  the  Saving  be  of  all 
Rights,  Claims,  Estates,  Int:  or  Demands,  which  he  has  or 
may  have  in  the  Said  Province  of  Connecticutt  &  New 
England.  But  he  hopes  your  Lordships  will  Pardon  him 
if  as  the  Principall  Inhabitant  of  the  Said  Collony  &  one 
so  highly  interested  in  its  Wellfare  &  Preservation,  he  Pre- 
sumes to  observe  That  as  many  Orphans  will  hereby  be 
Depriv'd  of  their  Birthright,  so  nothing  will  more  Effectu- 
ally Encourage  Assemblys  in  Connecticutt  for  the  future 
to  Establish  Acts  such  as  they  may  find  convenient  to  Sup- 
port the  Interest  of  a  Party,  how  contrary  soever  they  may 
be  to  the  Laws  of  this  Realm,  than  to  See  that  an  Act 
made  in  Open  Violation  of  the  same  shall  be  so  far  Coun- 
tenanced here  as  that  all  the  illegall  Settlements  made 
pursuant  thereunto  shall  be  Ratify'd  and  Confirm'd.  Surely 
the  uttmost  the  Pef^:  were  Entituled  to  —  have  Ask'd  in 
favour  of  Persons  thus  Openly  Acting  against  -Law  was 
an  Indemnity  from  further  Punishment,  Especially  when 
it  shall  be  Consider'd  —  That  the  Assembly  of  Connecticutt 
have    been    so   farr   from    paying    any    Deference    to    His 
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Majesty's  Order  in  Councill  of  15*''  Feby,  1727,  made  in  my 
favour  &  Declaring  the  Said  Act  of  Intestates  to  be  Null 
and  Void,  that  they  have  hitherto  obstinately  refus'd  to 
Comply  w***:  the  same. 

All  which  is  most  Humbly  Submitted  to 
your  Lordships  Consideration  — 

J.  WINTHROP. 
[Endorsed]     The  Memoriall  of  John  Winthrop,  Esq'-* 

DEPION  JABEZ  PERKINS  SENR,f  MARTHA  LATHROP,  AND 
JABEZ  PERKINS  JUN^,  SWORN   26™  FEBRY   1735/6. 

That  Mahomet  Son  of  Oweneco  the  Sachem  livd 
about  a  Mile  from  Depon**:  &  they  were  much  Acquainted 
with  his  Management,  &  Sev':  of  his  Indian  Neighbours 
liv'd  with  him  &  said  Mahomet  carried  it  so  proudly  and 
Lordly  towards  them  that  the  Indians  and  he  quickly 
contended  &  Mahomet  threatned  that  he  wo*^:  kill  some 
of  them,  &  So  he  did  for  his  usual  Way  was  to  make 
his  Drunken  frolicks  upon  the  Sabbath  or  Lords  day,  for 
on  the  Sabbath  day  Morning,  Sometime  before  the  day 
the  Indians  came  to  their  Houses  in  a  great  fright  pray- 
ing that  they  might  come  in  to  their  Houses  for  shelter 
for  Mahomet  had  killed  an  Indian  called  Capunches,  & 
that  he  wo**:  kill  all  the  rest  of  them.  But  there  was 
none  of  the  English  that  went  nearer  to  them  than  their 
Houses,  but  when  they  were  Coming  from  the.  Publick 
Worship  of  God  on  the  same  day  they  heard  a  Gun  go 
off  and  then  Supposed  it  to  be  at  or  near  the  place 
where  they  afterw*^":  heard  Mahomet  was  killed,  And  the 


*  This  document  bears  no  date,  but  it  is  the  second  memorial  of  Win- 
throp, of  which  Wilks  sent  a  copy  to  Gov.  Talcott,  March  12,  1730/31.  See 
page  222.  This  was  found  among  the  papers  of  the  Connecticut  Historical 
Society,  but  not  among  the  Talcott  Papers,  so-called. 

+  Jabez  Perkins,  Sen',  removed  from  Ipswich,  Mass.,  to  Connecticut  in 
1695,  with  his  brother  Joseph,  and  bought  a  tract  of  land  in  Newent 
Society  in  Norwich,  now  Lisbon.  He  died  Jan  15,  x-j ^2.  — Perkins'  Gene- 
ctlogy;  Part  III.  12-jj. 
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Indians  came  Soon  after  &  told  them  that  Captmches 
Brother  Mamonnahue  had  killed  Mahomet,  And  this  was 
done  as  near  as  they  could  remember  in  1708. 

[The  plantation  referred  to  in  Governor  Talcott's 
Thanksgiving  Proclamation  on  page  266,  as  suffering  so 
severely  from  the  ravages  of  the  small  pox,  was  un- 
questionably New  Cheshire,  now  Cheshire,  then  a  society 
in  the  town  of  Wallingford.  There  is  a  pamphlet  in 
the  possession  of  the  Connecticut  Historical  Society,  en- 
titled "A  Bitter  Affliction  Remembered  and  Improved. 
A  Sermon  occasioned  by  the  Raging  of  the  Small  Pox 
in  New  Cheshire.  By  Rev.  Samuel  Hall,  M.  A.,  Pastor 
of  the  Church  there."  It  was  printed  in  New  London 
by  T.  Green,  1733.  In  October,  1732,  the  General  As- 
sembly granted  ;^5o  for  the  relief  "of  sundry  families 
in  that  place,  [Cheshire]  that  have  been  greatly  dis- 
tressed with  the  small  pox."  —  Colonial  Records,  VII.  414. 
There  were  also  a  few  cases  in  New  Haven.  —  Levermore's 
Republic  of  New  Haven^  1^4. 
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Austin,  John,  mentioned,  313. 
Avery,  Capt.  Christopher,  mentioned,  291. 
Avery,  Capt.  James,  account  of,  323. 
Appellees,  taking  security  of,  94. 

Backus,  Joseph,  mentioned,  237. 

Baker,  Capt.,  mentioned,  376. 

Banister,  John,  recommended  to  Gov.  Talcott  by  Belcher,  380. 

Barbados,  Island  of,  mentioned,  195,  229. 

Barber,  Rev.  Jonathan,  minister  to  the  Mohegans,  290",  327  ;  assisting 

Mason,  341. 
Bedford,  declared  to  belong  to  New  York,  36  ;  organized  under  the 

Connecticut  government,  278. 
Belcher,  Andrew,  account  of,  282°  ;  mentioned,  307,  312. 
Belcher,  Andrew,  mentioned,  115". 
Belcher,  Ann,  mentioned,  278". 
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Belcher,  Gov.  Jonathan,  mentioned,  33",  57",  210,  217,  221,  226,  242,  245, 
289'*,  308,  336,  337,  373,  379;  account  of,  115-16°;  appointed 
agent  for  Connecticut,  16°,  116-17,  119,  120,  135,  136-8,  141,  158  ; 
agent  for  Massachusetts,  178  ;  appointed  Governor  of  Massachu- 
setts, 185  ;  embarks  for  New  England,  199  ;  petition  of,  200,  202, 
392  ;  expected  at  Boston,  204  ;  meets  the  Indians  at  Deerfield, 
321,  322°. 

Belcher,  Jonathan,  Jr.,  mentioned,  294,  337;  account  of,  352;  reports 
Mason's  ill  success,  376. 

Belcher,  Mrs.  Mary,  wife  of  the  Governor,  mentioned,  292  ;  death  of, 
379-80. 

Bennet,  Capt.  Wm.,  mentioned,  311,  313,  314,  315,  316,  317,  318,  373. 

Ben  Uncas,  Sachem  of  Mohegan,  mentioned,  291"  ;  installed  Sachem, 
340,  350,  366. 

Ben  Uncas,  Sachem  of  Mohegan,  mentioned,  9  ;  illness,  and  reforma- 
tion of,  107-8  ;  learning  to  read,  289  ;  account  of,  291°  ;  com- 
plains of  strong  liquors  being  sold  to  his  people,  291-2  ;  com- 
plaint to  the  Commissioners  at  Boston,  310°  ;  complains  of 
Mason's  intrigues,  328,  335  ;  mentioned,  329"  ;  in  full  possession 
of  the  government,  329,  336,  381  ;  Mason  intends  to  depose  him, 
339 ;  installed  Sachem,  340,  366 ;  acknowledged  Sachem  by 
Mason,  341,  343,  366  ;  length  of  his  reign,  350  ;  thanks  of,  to  the 
Government  of  Connecticut,  354 ;  complaints  against  Mason, 
359 ;  declares  that  he  has  not  countenanced  Mason's  com- 
plaints, 363,  364  ;   declaration  of,  sent  to  England,  378. 

Biglow,  Tim",  mentioned,  268. 

Bissell,  John,  mentioned,  271. 

Blackwell,  Sir  John,  intended  to  settle  in  Mortlake,  162°. 

Bladen,  Col.  Martin,  mentioned,  68,  91,  92,  219". 

Bohngbroke,  Lord,  mentioned,  16°. 

Boston,  15,  32,  53,  US'*,  116;  supplying  Connecticut  with  necessaries, 
145  ;  Connecticut  in  debt  to,  280. 

Boyle,  Hon.  Robert,  mentioned,  sT- 

Brattle  Street  Church,  mentioned,  327'*. 

Brewster,  Jonathan,  mentioned,  291. 

Brimfield,  Mass.,  mentioned,  314°. 

Bristol  (England),  mentioned,  351. 

Bristol,  R.  I.,  case  of  the  Church  and  the  dissenters  at,  89. 

British  Columbia,  mentioned,  570. 

Brooklyn,  Conn.,  formerly  Mortlake,  116°,  164°. 

Brown,  Capt.,  mentioned,  358. 

Brown,  Samuel,  mentioned,  68. 

Bulkley,  Col.,  mentioned,  347. 

Bull,  Dr.,  mentioned,  12. 

Burnet,  Gilbert,  Bishop  of  Sarum,  mentioned,  35'>. 

Burnet,  Gov.  William,  his  essay  on  the  prophecies  of  Daniel,  31,  42  ; 
mentioned,  33,  115"  ;  account  of,  35" ;  speech  of,  77"  ;  appointed 
Governor  of  Massachusetts,  130. 
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Burr,  Major,  mentioned,  11. 

Bushnell,  Capt.  Benajah,  mentioned,  345  ;  account  of,  347. 

Butler,  Capt.  Walter,  mentioned,  12,  13,  14. 

Byfield,  Nathaniel,  mentioned,  370. 

Byram  River,  boundary  of  Connecticut,  16",  18,  25,  26,  27,  28. 

Cadarackuy,  Lake,  mentioned,  247°. 

Caesar,  Sachem  of  Mohegan,  mentioned,  329°,  340,  350 ;  chosen  as  his 
father  Oweneco's  successor,  365,  366. 

Caleb,  an  Indian,  mentioned,  346. 

Cambridge,  Mass.,  115". 

Canterbury,  mentioned,  348,  358. 

Capunches,  murdered  by  Mahomet,  396. 

Carler,  drowned  in  Lake  Champlain,  247". 

Caroline,  Queen,  mentioned,  266. 

Carson,  Capt.,  mentioned,  130,  142. 

Cartagena,  181,  183. 

Carteret,  Lord,  mentioned,  22,  92. 

Cary,  Capt.  Samuel,  mentioned,  248,  253,  285. 

Caughnawagas  (Indians),  mentioned,  322". 

Champlain,  Lake,  249". 

Charles  I.,  King,  mentioned,  368. 

Charles  II.,  King,  mentioned,  57",  121°,  173,  175,  187;  acknowledgment 
of  the  Mohegan  services  by,  369 ;  Connecticut  charter  granted 
by,  392,  393- 

Charter,  Connecticut,  mentioned,  50";  "a  valuable  jewel  to  us,"  84; 
no  power  by  it  to  make  laws  dividing  property,  116;  question 
if  it  be  contrary  to  the  law  of  England,  121,  152,  175  ;  priority 
to  that  of  Rhode  Island,  126  ;  law  in  the  Colony  estabhshed  by 
the  Charter,  144  ;  gives  power  to  make  only  by-laws,  149,  158, 
176;  doth  not  direct  laws  sent  home  for  approbation,  152,  232; 
a  new  one  recommended,  218,  227,  232 ;  not  willing  to  part 
with,  302  ;   powers  granted  by,  392-3. 

Chatham,  mentioned,  314". 

Cheesbrook,  Samuel,  master  of  the  sloop  Hannah  and  Esther,  195-6. 

Cheesbrook,  Jeremiah,  mate  of  sloop  Hannah  and  Esther,  195-6. 

Cheshire,  small-pox  in,  397. 

Christian  Knowledge,  Society  in  Scotland  for  Propagating,  314". 

Christopher,  Richard,  account  of,  164"  ;  mentioned,  236". 

Church  of  England,  members  of  in  New  England,  53-5  ;  dissenters 
and,  at  Bristol,  R.  I.,  89. 

Church,  Ensign  James,  mentioned,  11,  12. 

Churchill,  Sergt.  Joseph,  mentioned,  12. 

Clark,  Mr.,  Agent  for  Rhode  Island,  50",  51. 

Clarke,  George,  acting  governor  of  New  York,  239°. 

Clark,  Samuel,  suit  of  against  Tousey,  96". 

Clark,  Capt.  Wm.,  mentioned,  358. 

Clark,  William,  mentioned,  114,  116,  117. 
51 
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Cleveland,  Capt.  Jos.,  mentioned,  358. 

Clement,  Mr.,  mentioned,  248. 

Clap,  Mr.,  mentioned,  139. 

Cob,  Capt.  Gideon,  mentioned,  358. 

Coeur,  Jean,  his  stirring  up  the  Indians,  247. 

Coit,  Daniel,  account  of,  270". 

Coit,  Solomon,  mentioned,  271. 

Colchester,  mentioned,  332",  344" 

Colden,  Cadwallader,  Surveyor-General  of  New  York,  207  ;  mentioned, 

249". 
Colman,  Rev.  Benjamin,  mentioned,  107",  290",  328,  330,  331,  333,  341, 

355- 

Common  Law  of  England,  119,  121,  274,  293. 

Commons,  House  of.  Address  of,  316. 

Connecticut,  boundary  line  with  New  York,  see  New  York,  15-32, 
35-42,  45-7,  48,  49,  55-6,  69-70,  76-8,  87-90,  130,  165,  173,  205, 
207-9;  Case  of,  against  the  King's  decree,  vacating  the  intestate 
estate  law,  174-80  ;  manufactures  of,  123,  262-3  ;  proposal  to  an- 
nex to  Rhode  Island,  221  ;  a  complete  set  of  the  laws  of,  sent 
to  England,  240,  249,  250,  259-60,  272  ;  trade  of,  263-4  ;  governor 
of  to  be  approved  of  by  the  King,  233  ;  lines  between  Massa- 
chusetts and,  292  ;  aimed  at  in  Resolution  of  the  House  of 
Lords,  295  ;  Governor  of,  to  take  Oaths  of  Allegiance  and 
Fidelity,  297  ;  cultivation  of  naval  stores  in,  306-7 ;  injuries 
done  to  the  Mohegans  by  the  government  of,  335  ;  friendship 
between  the  Colony  of,  and  the  Mohegans,  361,  364  ;  land  given 
to,  by  the  Mohegans,  369  ;  survey  made  of  the  Mohegan  lands 
by  order  of  the  General  Court  of,  369  ;  encroachments  of,  on 
the  Mohegan  lands,  370  ;  refusal  of,  to  obey  the  decision  of  the 
court  at  Stonington,  1705,  371,  376;  money  sent  to  England  for 
defense  of,  against  Mason's  scheme,  372  ;  assistance  to  Hamp- 
shire County  requested  from,  384,  385-7. 

Connecticut  Historical  Society,  papers  owned  by,  335°,  348",  396°,  397. 

Connecticut  River,  mentioned,  52,  375°. 

Cook  [Coke],  Lord,  mentioned,  122. 

Cooke,  Rev.  Samuel,  account  of,  114". 

Cop,  John,  surveyor,  mentioned,  207, 

Copper  coinage,  mentioned,  75  ;  Wood's  patent  for,  387. 

Copper  mines,  263  ;  Belcher's,  at  Simsbury,  307. 

Corlaar's  Lake,  249". 

Cornbury,  Lord,  mentioned,  339". 

Corporation  of  Connecticut,  authority  exercised  under  the  Charter, 
159- 

Corporation  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  in  New  England,  mentioned, 
56,  75,  107",  129,  142,  327,  329,  334;  account  of,  57"  ;  commission- 
ers of,  in  New  England,  61  ;  members  of,  in  England  very 
wealthy,  63  ;  impossible  for  it  to  provide  for  Connecticut  Ind- 
ians, 81  ;  to  pay  a  schoolmaster  for  Mohegan   Indians,  82,  83, 
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107",  III,  129,  142;  educating  an  Indian  youth,  283;  educating 
the  Mohegans,  290 ;  asked  to  give  bills  of  exchange  for  Eng- 
land, 308,  310  ;  complaint  of  Mason  to,  310"  ;  asked  to  instruct 
the  Indians  at  Middletown,  314715  ;  resolved  not  to  write  to 
England  in  Mason's  favor,  342,  375  ;  refuse  to  estabHsh  a  school 
for  Niantick  Indians,  355-6 ;  Mason  gives  an  account  of  his 
work  to,  389. 

Cortland,  Manor  of,  mentioned,  88. 

Cosby,  Gov.  William,  mentioned,  239°,  276"  ;  account  of,  257". 

Counterfeiters,  322,  325-6,  330. 

Courtland's  Point,  the  boundary  line  drawn  from,  87. 

Courts,  the,  Winthrop's  charges  against,  155. 

Coventry,  mentioned,  349,  356. 

Cradock,  Capt,  mentioned,  312. 

Cradock,  Mr.,  mentioned,  253. 

Cranston,  Gov.  Samuel,  account  of,  67" ;  Mason's  visit  to,  332,  346. 

Credit,  emission  of  bills  of,  280-1. 

Crocker,  Capt.,  mentioned,  103,  314. 

Croker,  John,  master  of  the  ship  Cambridge,  \\\. 

Crown  Point,  French  building  a  fort  at,  249. 

Cuba,  Island  of,  sloop  Hannah  and  Esther  taken  there,  195-6. 

Cutler,  Rev.  Timothy,  mentioned,  58. 

Culpepper,  Lord,  mentioned,  82. 

D ANBURY,  mentioned,  12. 

Darien,  mentioned,  16". 

Davenport,  Rev.  John,  account  of,  113"  ;  mentioned,  114. 

Davenport,  John,  mentioned,  113". 

Davenport,  Rev.  John,  of  New  Haven,  mentioned,  113". 

Debts,  act  for  recovering  in  the  Plantations,  260,  264-5. 

Decree,  King's,  concerning  Rhode  Island  boundary,  125-27. 

Dedham,  mentioned,  107". 

Deerfield,  sending  Indians  to,  9,  13,  14,  15  ;  conference  with  Indians 
at,  321-2. 

Derby,  Countess  of,  mentioned,  121, 

Derby,  Earl  of,  mentioned,  121". 

Devonshire,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  79. 

Dolzin,  Forrest,  counterfeiter,  322. 

Douglass,  Capt.  Richard,  account  of,  131",  controversy  with  Madam 
Winthrop,  132-4. 

Dudley,  Gov.  Joseph,  mentioned,  134",  335,  362,  370. 

Dummer,  Jeremiah,  Sen.,  mentioned,  15",  32". 

Dummer,  Jeremiah,  account  of,  15"  ;  mentioned,  32",  73,  74,  81,  160, 
163,  166,  198,  238,  259  ;  salary  of,  103  ;  infirm  state  of  health, 
100,  116,  117,  118,  136";  Belcher  to  act  with  him,  137,  139;  non- 
action with  regard  to  Winthrop's  complaint,  139,  141,  143  ;  su- 
perseded by  Belcher,  158"  ;   acting  with   Belcher,  167,  169,  170, 
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171,   184,   185,   191;    writes    letters    to    Belcher's   prejudice,   186; 

petition  of,  200,  202,  392  ;  discharged  from  the  agency,  210,  212  ; 

appears  before  the  Board  of  Trade,  217  ;   to  be  asked   to  give 

up  papers,  etc.,  221. 
Dummer,  Gov.  William,  account  of,  32"  ;   mentioned,  49,  58,  100,  103, 

104,  199,  204  ;  money  shipped  to  England  by,  141-2,  186. 
Durham,  mentioned,  82,  193. 
Duties  on  the  Importation  of  Negroes,  251-2,  272,  316,  324  ;   on  rum, 

324-5  ;  on  wines,  316,  325. 
Dyer,  Capt.  Thomas,  mentioned,  357. 

East  Granby,  mentioned,  11. 

Edwards,  Mr.,  mentioned,  258. 

Edwards,  John,  account  of,  267°  ;   mentioned,  276,  284,  286,  287,  293, 

303,  312,  318,  372,  374. 
Eells,  Major  Samuel,  mentioned,  11,  388,   389;   appointed  to  run   the 

boundary  line  between   New  York  and  Connecticut,  207. 
Eliot,  Rev.  John,  mentioned,  57". 
Elizabeth,  Queen,  mentioned,  121. 
Ellsworth,  Lieut.,  mentioned,  11. 
Enfield,  mentioned,  10. 
England,  Church  of,  members  of  in  New  England,  53-5  ;  members  of 

in  Connecticut,  65. 
Enumerated  commodities,  list  of,  229. 
Equivalent  Tract,  mentioned,  16",  224,  225  ;   quantity  of  land  in,  20  ; 

encroached  upon  by  inhabitants  of  Ridgefield,  276-7. 
Erie,  Lake,  mentioned,  57". 

Fairfield,  mentioned,  114". 

Fane,  Mr.,  attorney  in  London,  244. 

Farmington,  mentioned,  12  ;  teaching  the  Indians  at,  283-4,  298-9. 

Farnsworth,  Mr.,  mentioned,  373. 

Felons,  duties  on  transportation  of,  251,  272  ;  act  for  the  transporta- 
tion of,  251-2. 

Fillieul,  John,  master  of  a  sloop,  loi. 

Fines  and  recoveries  levied  in  England  cannot  cut  off  the  entail  of 
lands  in  the  Plantations,  238,  249. 

Fitch,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  mentioned,  358. 

Fones,  Capt.,  of  the  Henrietta,  galley,  161. 

Fowler,  Mr.,  attorney,  mentioned,  345. 

French,  encroachments  of,  on  the  frontiers,  246,  249,  250. 

French  war,  services  of  the  Mohegans  in,  370. 

Gallup,  Capt.  John,  mentioned,  358. 

Gardner,  Peter,  counterfeiter,  322. 

George  I.,  King,  mentioned,  36,  324  ;  death  of,  90,  91,  97. 

George  II.,  proclaimed  King,  90-2,  93,  97-8,  388  ;  mentioned,  266,  359. 
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George,  Katherine,  mentioned,  288". 

George,  Lake,  mentioned,  15. 

Gilbert,  Jonathan,  mentioned,  117". 

Gilbert,  Sarah,  mentioned,  117". 

Gold,  John,  recommended   as  justice  of  the   peace  for   Fairfield   Co., 

113.  114- 
Gold,  Lt.-Gov.  Nathan,  account  of,  113"  ;  mentioned,  114. 
Goodrich,  Capt.  David,  mentioned,  11,  12. 
Goodrich,  Col.  David,  mentioned,  12,  13,  14. 
Goodwin,  Ozias,  mentioned,  120,  310,  311  ;  account  of,  309". 
Glastonbury,  mentioned,  314",  389. 
Green,  Samuel,  Jr.,  mentioned,  270". 
Green,  Samuel,  mentioned,  270". 
Green,  Timothy,  account  of,  270"  ;  mentioned,  397. 
Green,  Timothy,  Jr.,  mentioned,  271". 
Green,  M^,  mentioned,  228. 
Greenwich,  mentioned,  16",  26  ;   meeting  of  commissioners  to  run  the 

boundary  line  at,  17,  207. 
Greenwich,  support  of  Royal  Hospital  at,  193  ;  hospital  dues,  194. 
Gross,  Jonah,  master  of  the  sloop  Lucre tia,  229. 
Groton,  controversy  of,  with  the  Packers,  279"  ;  mentioned,  291,  323. 
Guilford,  mentioned,  114". 

Hadley,  mentioned,  13. 

Hall,  Capt.  John,  overseer  of  Mohegan  Indians,  82  ;  account  of,  123", 
mentioned,  193. 

Hall,  Rev.  Samuel,  sermon  by,  397. 

Hallum,  Mr.,  mentioned,  332. 

Hamerden,  Capt.,  mentioned,  102. 

Hamilton,  Duchess  of,  claims  to  land  in  Connecticut,  381. 

Hamilton,  Duke  of,  claims  to  land  in  Connecticut,  374,  375",  381-2. 

Hamilton,  Marquis  of,  grant  of  land  to,  by  the  Council  of  Plymouth, 
375". 

Hammet, ,  mentioned,  351. 

Hampshire  County,  sending  Indians  and  troops  to,  9,  11,  12,  13;  re- 
quest for  assistance  to,  384,  385. 

Hancock,  Gov.  John,  mentioned,  373°. 

Hancock,  Thomas,  mentioned,  309,  311,  372  ;  account  of,  373"  ;  money 
sent  to  England  by,  373-4. 

Harison,  Francis,  appointed  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  New 
York  and  Connecticut,  207. 

Harris,  Lieut.  James,  mentioned,  332  ;  account  of,  344"  ;  deposition  of, 

345-7- 

Harris,  Mrs.  Sarah,  a  favorite  of  Oweneco,  344". 

Hartford,  mentioned,  11,  76,  317,  345,  346,  349",  359,  389  ;  King's  instruc- 
tions published  at,  209. 

Hartford  County,  mentioned,  12. 

Hat  Act,  the,  258. 
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Hatfield,  mentioned,  13. 

Hebron,  mentioned,  349. 

Hemp,  raising  of,  262,  306. 

Hempsted,  Joshua,  mentioned,  134  ;  account  of,  388". 

Hicks,  Isaac,  appointed  to  run  the  boundary  hne  between  New  York 

and  Connecticut,  207. 
Hispanoha,  Island  of,  mentioned,  195. 
Holcomb,  Sergt.,  mentioned,  12. 

Hohster, ,  mentioned,  389. 

Holman,  M^,  mentioned,  160;  paid  for  going  express,  161. 

Homans,  Capt.  John,  mentioned,   102,  267,  284,  285,  286;   come   from 

London,  142. 
Hooker,  Capt.  Nathaniel,  account  of,  358"  ;  mentioned,  359,  375,  382. 
Hop  River,  mentioned,  349". 
Horseneck,  surveyors  to  meet  at,  205,  208. 
Housatonnucs,  mentioned,  322". 
How,  Capt.  Samson,  mentioned,  358. 
Howell,  Matthew,  mentioned,  288". 
Howell,  Nathan,  mentioned,  288°. 
Hubbard,  Capt,,  mentioned,  267. 
Hubbard,  Mr,,  mentioned,  129, 
Hudson  River,  mentioned,  16",  19,  23,  24,  25,  27,  28,  32,  38,  39,  40,  41, 

46,  88, 
Hull,  Joseph,  appointed  Collector  of  Customs,  223,  236,  237  ;   account 

of,  236°. 
Huntington,  Capt.  Jabez,  mentioned,  357, 

Importation  of  negroes,  see  Negroes,  251-2,  272,  316,  324. 

Indians,  sent  into  Hampshire  County,  9,  12,  15;  limited  in  hunting,  10; 
eastern,  war  with,  33,  34,  35,  43,  44,  47,  384  ;  number  of,  in  the 
Colony,  58,  60,  81,  389-90;  see  Corporation  for  Propagati7ig 
the  Gospel ;  a  schoolmaster  for,  82  ;  of  Nova  Scotia,  piracies 
and  murders  committed  by,  101-2  ;  influenced  by  the  French 
in  New  York,  249  ;  teaching  them  at  Farmington,  283-4,  298-9  ; 
school  for,  near  Middletown,  314 ;  Wangunks,  314"  ;  Pequot, 
complaints  of,  319-21,  323  ;  conference  wnth,  at  Deerfield,  321-2"  ; 
Pequots,  lands  reserved  for,  339 ;  Niantics,  349",  they  desire 
education,  355-7 ;  conference  with,  at  Arrowsick ;  see  Mohe- 
gans,  83,  107-12,  290,  310",  329,  346,  348,  350,  351,  352,  354, 
359-61,  362,  362-3,  364,  365,  367,  368. 

Intestate  estate  law,  vacated  by  the  King's  Decree,  1 14-15,  143,  167, 
173,  241-2,  389;  date  of,  119;  comparison  with  the  Common 
Law  of  England,  120-2  ;  disastrous  effects  of  vacating,  122  ;  ar- 
guments against  vacating  it,  143-50,  167,  175-80;  no  distribu- 
tions made  under  it,  174,  203,  211,  235  ;  petition  to  the  King 
praying  for  a  reversal  of  his  Decree,  187-90,  201,  202,  203,  210  ; 
report  of  the  Board  of  Trade  on,  218,  258  ;   obtaining  an  Act 
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of  Parliament  confirming  it,  273,  275  ;  preamble  for  a  new  law 
for,  273  ;  contrary  to  the  law  of  England,  393  ;  method  of  dis- 
tribution under,  394. 

Intestate  estates,  divided  among  a  man's  children,  144,  234,  394  ;  draft 
of  an  act  for  settling,  240-1. 

Instruction,  his  Majesty's  23^,  140,  281  ;  memorial  in  reply  to,  140. 

Ipswich,  Mass.,  mentioned,  396". 

Iron,  bill  prohibiting  the  manufacture  of,  169,  220"  ;  manufacture  of,  in 
Connecticut,  263. 

Irondequoit,  mentioned,  249". 

Jamaica,  mentioned,  143. 

Jedove,  mentioned,  loi. 

Jencks,  Gov.  Joseph,  account  of,  107",  128. 

Johnson,  Rev.  Samuel,  mentioned,  65". 

Joshua  (Attawanhood),  mentioned,  332"  ;  will  of,  349. 

Kaderachgue  Lake,  mentioned,  249. 

Keeler,  Joseph,  running  the  line  between  New  York  and  Connecticut 

privately,  88. 
Kellogg,  Martin,  brought  the  news  of  Winthrop's  success,  114,  116. 
Killingly,  mentioned,  358. 

King,  Lord  Chancellor,  opinion  of  on  the  Intestate  Estates  law,  259. 
Kingston,  mentioned,  50". 
Kip,  Isaac,  reports  French  encroachments,  249. 

Law,  Hon.  Jonathan,  account  of,  22"  ;  mentioned,  123,  136,  180",  389  ; 

appointed   to  run    the  boundary  line    between    New  York   and 

Connecticut,  207  ;   appointed  agent  to  Great  Britain,  137". 
Laws  respecting  navigation  and  trade,  99,  152,  233,  254,  255,  262,  301, 

378. 
Lebanon,  mentioned,  345,  348,  358. 
Lechmere,  Thomas,  mentioned,  94"  ;   case   of  Winthrop   vs.,  95",  96", 

no,   150,    158,    173,   187,    202  ;    superseded   as  Surveyor-General, 

99 ;    lands  belonging  to,  in   New   London,   131-2  ;    embarks  for 

England,  140. 
Larance,  Capt.  Daniel,  mentioned,  357. 
Lathrop,  Martha,  deposition  of,  396. 
Lees,  Joseph,  engaged  in   running  the  line  between  New  York  and 

Connecticut  privately,  88. 
Lee,  Thomas,  overseer  of  the  Niantick  Indians,  356. 
Lethered,  Capt.,  mentioned,  55. 
Lewis,  Edmond,  surveyor,  88,  207. 
Lewis,  Mr.,  mentioned,  239,  253. 
Linen,  manufacture  of,  262",  263. 
Liquors,  impost  on,  152. 
Lisbon,  Conn.,  mentioned,  396". 
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Liscom's  Harbor,  mentioned,  101-2. 

Litchfield,  mentioned,  10,  11,  12. 

London,  Bishop  of,  mentioned,  89  ;   Bishopric  of,  colonies  in  America 

annexed  to,  53-4. 
Long  Parhament,  the,  mentioned,  57°. 
Lord,  Rev.  Benjamin,  account  of,  109". 
Lords,  House  of,  appoint  a  committee  to  examine  into  the  affairs  of 

the  Plantations,  294  ;  resolutions  of,  295,  296-8,  300-2,  303-5,  313, 

318  ;  mentioned,  317. 
Lyme,  mentioned,  51,  332". 

Lyon, ,  petition  for  grant  of  the  Equivalent  Lands,  224. 

Lyon's  Point,  mentioned,  16",  18,  20,  26,  27. 

Mahomet,  or  Mamohet,  son  of  Oweneco,  mentioned,  329",  346,  360  ; 
account  of,  340  ;  ill  deeds  of,  350,  365  ;  killed  by  his  enemy,  365  ; 
Mohegan  lands  confirmed  to,  369. 

Mahomet,  or  Mamohet,  taken  to  England  by  Mason,  329,  341,  360,  364; 
banished  by  Oweneco,  365  ;  mentioned,  332,  336,  359,  378  ;  re- 
jected by  his  people,  340,  365  ;  petition  of,  366,  368-72,  376,  377  ; 
death  of,  374,  379,  380 ;  kept  faith  with  the  English,  370 ; 
murder  committed   by,  396. 

Mahominum  (Mahomet),  mentioned,  332. 

Major  Ben  Uncas,  Sachem  of  Mohegan,  329". 

Malbone,  Godfrey,  bought  land  in  Pomfret  of  Gov.  Belcher,  162". 

Mamonnahue,  Mahomet  killed  by,  397. 

Manack,  mentioned,  88. 

Mansfield,  mentioned,  358. 

Marblehead,  mentioned,  loi. 

Marsh,  Lieut.  Nathaniel,  mentioned,  10. 

Martin's  [Martha's]  Vineyard,  mentioned,  loi. 

Mary  II.,  Queen,  mentioned,  95". 

Mashuntucksett  land,  323  ;  reserved  for  the  Pequots,  339. 

Mason,  Anne,  mentioned,  g",  332". 

Mason,  Major  John,  mentioned,  9",  347,  348,  363  ;  land  belonging  to, 
349  ;  death  of,  350 ;  victory  over  the  Pequots,  368,  369. 

Mason,  John,  Jr.,  mentioned,  9". 

Mason,  Capt.  John,  account  of,  9"  ;  mentioned,  15,  291",  361,  367,  372, 
373»  374.  375.  376,  379,  381  ;  his  Indian  scholars,  107,  no;  com- 
plaint of,  to  the  Commissioners  at  Boston,  310",  327,  328  ;  in- 
tends going  to  England  with  Mahomet,  the  pretended  sachem, 
328-51;  arrives  in  England,  351,  352,  353,  359;  promises  to  the 
Niantic  Indians,  355-6  ;  his  supposed  intentions,  360 ;  claims  of, 
on  the  Mohegans,  362-3  ;  declaration  of  the  Mohegans  against, 
364  ;  acknowledged  Ben  Uncas  as  Sachem,  366  ;  gives  account 
of  his  work  to  the  Commissioners  at  Boston,  389. 

Mason,  Capt.  Peter,  mentioned,  349, 

Mason,  Samuel,  mentioned,  9",  348,  349,  363  ;  persuades  Oweneco  that 
he  has  been  wronged  by  the  Colony,  362. 
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Massachusetts,  war  of,  with  eastern  Indians,  33-5,  43-5,  386  ;  claims 
of,  to  Connecticut  and  Rhode  Island  territory,  50"  ;  Charter  of, 
64,  85,  86  ;  appeal  to  his  Majesty  in  Council  against,  96",  127  ; 
Burnet  appointed  Governor  of,  130  ;  memorial  of,  to  the  King, 
140;  affairs  of,  in  England,  171,  172,  176,  178-g,  191;  Belcher 
appointed  Governor  of.  185  ;  law  of  intestate  estates  of,  189, 
igo  ;  Wilkes  agent  for,  199"  ;  trouble  concerning  the  Governor's 
salary  in,  213-14 ;  disturbed  financial  condition  of,  279,  281  ; 
perambulation  of  the  lines  between,  and  Connecticut,  292  ; 
counterfeiters  arrested  in,  322,  325-6. 

Massapeeg,  mentioned,  376. 

Mather,  Dr.  Cotton,  mentioned,  288". 

McSparran,  Rev.  James,  missionary  of  the  Venerable  Society  for  the 
Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  89". 

Mediterranean  pass,  59-60. 

Merchants,  English,  duties  laid  on  their  ships  and  goods,  254-5. 

Messenger, ,  mentioned,  389. 

Middletown,  instructing  Indians  at,  314  ;  mentioned,  344. 

Milford,  mentioned,  22°,  96",  388. 

Miller,  Jeremiah,  mentioned,  134°. 

Milk  for  babes,  Mr.  Cotton's,  107. 

Mohegans,  sent  to  Deerfield,  9,  10  ;  instructed  by  the  Corporation  for 
the  Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  57"  ;  overseers  appointed  for,  82  ; 
court  and  schoolhouse  at,  83  ;  school  at,  107,  109,  123"  ;  minister  at, 
290  ;  too  much  addicted  to  strong  drink,  290-1 ;  complaint  of,  to  the 
Commissioners  at  Boston,  310",  327,  342  ;  mentioned,  322,  328, 
335.  344".  347.  348,  349,  374;  wronged  by  the  Colony,  329,  330; 
Sachem  of,  approved  by  the  General  Assembly,  329  ;  Mahomet 
to  be  made  Sachem  of,  336 ;  lands  reserved  for  them,  339 ; 
make  a  revocation,  346-7  ;  number  of  families,  350  ;  complaint 
of,  presented  to  the  Board  of  Trade,  354  ;  uneasiness  among, 
concerning  Mason's  proceedings,  359-61  ;  desired  records  sent 
to  England,  361  ;  friendship  with  the  Colony  of  Connecticut, 
361  ;  persuaded  by  the  Masons  to  complain  to  the  English  gov- 
ernment, 362  ;  declaration  of,  against  Mason,  364,  378  ;  ill  deeds 
of  Mahomet  against  his  people,  365  ;  Mason  acknowledged  Ben 
Uncas  as  Sachem  of,  366  ;  Mahomet's  claims  to  be  Sachem  of, 
368  ;  attacked  by  the  Pequots,  368-9 ;  lands  of,  surveyed  by 
order  of  the  General  Court,  369  ;  encroachments  of  the  English 
upon  the  lands  of,  370-72  ;  determination  of  the  court  at  Ston- 
ington   in  favor  of,  371  ;  land  possessed  by,  369,  377  ;   number 

of,  377. 
Mohegan   Land  Controversy,  mentioned,  9"  ;   papers  relating  to,  335", 

348". 
Money  sent  to   England,  129,  140,  141-2,  306,  308-9,  310-11,  313,  314, 
315,  316,  317,  318,  358-9.  372,  373,  374.  378. 
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Montgomerie,  Gov.  John,  account  of,  164"  ;  appoints  commissioners 
to  run  the  boundary  Hne  between  New  York  and  Connecticut, 
208  ;   death  of,  239". 

Morgan,  Capt.  John,  overseer  of  the  Pequot  Indians,  323. 

Mortimor,  WilHam,  counterfeiter,  322. 

Mortlake,  mentioned,  116°  ;  Belcher's  interest  in,  161,  162". 

Naantik  (Niantic),  claimed  by  Rhode  Island,  51,  52,  53  ;  Indians,  349"  ; 
desire  education,  355-7- 

Nagagera  (Niagara),  mentioned,  249. 

Nahanticook,  mentioned,  51. 

Narragansett  Bay,  mentioned,  49,  50. 

Narragansett  country,  mentioned,  51. 

Narragansett  River,  mentioned,  375". 

Narrowgansett  (Narragansett)  Indians,  mentioned,  368. 

Naval  Office  at  New  London,  229-30. 

Naval  Stores,  Act  concerning,  185  ;  cultivation  of,  recommended,  298, 
299,  300"  ;  cultivation  of,  in  Connecticut,  306. 

Navy,  Royal,  preservation  of  trees  for,  118. 

Nawayonk,  mentioned,  279°. 

Negroes,  duties  on  the  importation  and  exportation  of,  251-2,  272, 
316,  324. 

New  Brunswick,  Province  of,  mentioned,  57". 

New  Canaan,  mentioned,  16". 

New  Cheshire,  small-pox  in,  397. 

New  Hampshire,  government  of,  mentioned,  34  ;  proposition  to  annex 
Connecticut  to,  50  ;  mentioned,  379. 

New  Haven,  mentioned,  87,  114",  136,  379;  King's  instructions  pub- 
lished at,  209  ;  proclamation  of  George  II.  at,  388  ;  small-pox 
at,  397. 

New  Jersey,  mentioned,  35,  116". 

New  London,  mentioned,  12,  51,  52,  94",  107",  131'',  132,  134",  195,  291, 
332,  334.  344.  345.  346,  376,  397;  fort  at,  151  ;  King's  instructions 
pubhshed  at,  209,  231  ;  battery  at,  215,  216,  228  ;  naval  office  at, 
229,  234  ;  Joseph  Hull  appointed  collector  at,  236. 

New  London  County,  mentioned,  323",  347". 

New  London  River,  mentioned,  377. 

New  London  Society  for  Trade  and  Commerce,  account  of,  268"  ; 
ordered  to  cease  emitting  bills,  269  ;  clerk  of  the  Society  sum- 
moned to  appear  before  the  General  Assembly,  270  ;  bills  issued 
by,  270-1  ;  disturbance  caused  by  their  operations,  281. 

New  Milford,  mentioned,  11,  12. 

New  Rochelle.  mentioned,  17  ;  meeting  of  the  commissioners  at,  42,  45. 

Newbury,  Mass.,  mentioned,  129. 

Newcastle,  Duke  of,  mentioned,  92,  228  ;  account  of,  387". 

Newfoundland,  mentioned,  loi. 

Newington,  mentioned,  igi". 
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New  York,  boundary  line  controversy,  15-32,  35-42,  45-7,  48,  49,  55, 
69-70.  76-8,  87-90,  130,  165,  173,  205,  207-9 ;  Government  of, 
mentioned,  34  ;  Burnet's  removal  as  Governor  of,  130  ;  Bedford 
transferred  to,  278"  ;  assistance  requested  from  the  Government 
of,  by  Massachusetts,  386. 

Newport,  mentioned,  105  ;  Connecticut  in  debt  to,  280. 

News  Letter,  Boston,  account  of,  47. 

Norridgawack,  mentioned,  103. 

Northfield,  mentioned,  14. 

Northrup,  James,  engaged  in  running  the  line  between  New  York 
and  Connecticut  privately,  88. 

Norwalk,  alarm  at,  13  ;  mentioned,  16°. 

Norwich,  mentioned,  109°,  291,  332",  335",  347",  348,  349,  376. 

Nova  Scotia,  mentioned,  loi. 

Noyes,  Mrs.  Anna  (Sanford),  mentioned,  9". 

Noyes,  Dr.  Belcher,  claims  land  in  Bedford,  278  ;  mentioned,  288. 

Noyes,  Oliver,  mentioned,  278°. 

Oaths,  taken  by  mihtary  officers,  151,  305  ;  of  Allegiance  and  Fidelity 
to  be  taken  by  the  Governor,  299,  301  ;  taken  by  the  General 
Assembly,  305. 

Oblong,  the,  mentioned,  16°,  17  ;  quantity  of  land  in,  20,  28,. 30,  224". 

Ontario,  Lake,  mentioned,  249°. 

Oquaham,  Simon,  mentioned,  323. 

Orders  from  his  Majesty  in  Council,  continuing  officers  in  their  places 
six  months,  93 ;  concerning  boundary  line,  94  ;  vacating  law 
of  intestate  estates,  116,  132,  393,  396. 

Orsbon,  Capt.,  mentioned,  48. 

Oswego,  English  trade  at,  249. 

Oweneco  (Owanaco,  Owaneco,  Oneco),  giving  deeds  to  Mason,  328, 
337.  345  ;  mentioned,  329,  332",  335,  336,  344°,  348,  349,  350,  366, 
377  ;  death  of,  365 ;  complains  to  the  EngHsh  Government 
against  the  Colony,  362,  363,  370  ;  obliged  to  banish  his  grand- 
son, Mahomet,  365  ;  Mohegan  lands  confirmed  to,  369 ;  kept 
faith  with  the  Enghsh,  370  ;  lands  sold  to  the  EngUsh  by,  376, 

Oxford,  Harley,  Earl  of,  mentioned,  16". 

Packer,  Capt.  James,  account  of,  278°. 

Palmer,  Eliakim,  Agent  for  Connecticut,  mentioned,  96°. 

Palmer,  Judge,  mentioned,  307. 

Palmer,  Mr.,  mentioned,  129,  142,  307. 

Paper  money,  emitted  in  Queen  Anne's  time,  151. 

Parker,  Capt.,  mentioned,  358. 

Partridge,  Lt.-Gov.,  mentioned,  379°. 

Partridge,  Richard,  petition  of,  71-73,  74,  79,  80,  85. 

Paucatuck  River,  mentioned,  48,  50,  51,  52,  53,  62,  85. 

Peagrum,  John,  Surveyor-General  of  North  America,  256. 

Pierce,  Major  Timothy,  account  of,  357". 
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Penobscot,  mentioned,  103. 

Pequots,  mentioned,  9,  51  ;  complaints  of,  319,  321-23  ;  lands  reserved 
for,  339  ;  Mason's  History  of  the  war  with,  350  ;  enmity  to  the 
EngHsh,  368. 

Perry,  Capt.  John,  mentioned,  358. 

Perkins,  Jabez,  Sr.,  deposition  of,  396  ;  account  of,  396". 

Perkins,  Jabez,  Jr.,  deposition  of,  396. 

Personal  estate,  descent  of,  in  England,  274-5. 

Peters,  Hugh,  mentioned,  57". 

Phillips,  Frederick,  mentioned,  27. 

Phillips,  Gillam,  appeals  to  his  Majesty  in  Council,  96". 

Philhps,  Henry,  mentioned,  96". 

Pickett,  John,  account  of,  216. 

Pine,  for  naval  stores,  306. 

Piratical  vessels,  231. 

Pitkin,  Joseph,  mentioned,  95". 

Pitkin,  William,  mentioned,  332". 

Plainfield,  mentioned,  348,  357. 

Plantations,  Act  for  recovering  debts  in,  260,  275  ;  Common  Law  of 
England  does  not  extend  to,  261  ;  state  of  trade  and  navigation 
in,  262,  296  ;  Common  Law  of  England  does  extend  to,  274, 
293  ;  statute  laws  do  not,  293  ;  House  of  Lords  appoint  a  com- 
mittee to  examine  into  the  affairs  of,  294  ;  laws  of,  to  be  trans- 
mitted home  for  consideration,  296-7. 

Plumbe,  John,  account  of,  216"  ;  death  of,  389. 

Plymouth,  Council  of,  grant  to  the  Marquis  of  Hamilton,  375". 

PoHtical  State,  account  of,  75"  ;  mentioned,  81,  83. 

Pomacook,  mentioned,  349". 

Pomfret,  Gov.  Belcher's  connection  with,  162°  ;  mentioned,  192,  358. 

Pope,  John,  bought  land  of  Belcher,  162". 

Popple,  Alured,  mentioned,  249,  250,  258,  260,  261,  272,  311. 

Popple,  Henry,  map  of  the  British  Empire,  249''. 

Port  Abasque,  mentioned,  loi. 

Potopaug,  mentioned,  349". 

Precept,  King's,  reinstating  Winthrop  in  possession  of  his  lands,  132. 

Prentiss,  Capt.  Stephen,  overseer  of  the  Niantick  Indians,  356. 

Preston,  mentioned,  348. 

Prince,  Rev.  Thomas,  mentioned,  327,  350. 

Probate  courts,  ecclesiastical,  394;  arbitrary  proceedings  of,  395. 

Probate  Judges,  unjust  proceedings  of,  217,  226. 

Propagation  of  the  Gospel,  Venerable  Society  for,  their  missionary  at 

Bristol,  R.  L,  89. 
Putnam,  Israel,  bought  land  in  Pomfret  of  Gov.  Belcher,  162". 

PjTichon,  Col.,  mentioned,  13. 

Quakers,  law  concerning,  repealed,  144,  148. 
Quarry,  Robert,  Surveyor-General,  mentioned,  235. 
Quenabaug,  mentioned,  52. 
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Randolph,  Edward,  mentioned,  375". 

Resolutions  of  the  House  of  Lords,  295,  296-8,  300-2,  303-5,  313. 

Rhode  Island,  government  of,  mentioned,  34  ;  boundary  line  contro- 
versy,. 48-9,  50-3,  56,  59,  61-2,  63-4,  66-9,  70-5,  80,  83-6,  89-90, 
105-6,  125-8,  173  ;  petition  of,  to  the  Privy  Council,  71  ;  charter 
of,  86 ;  Governor  of,  to  take  oaths  of  allegiance  and  fidelit}-, 
297 ;  commissioners  appointed  to  run  the  line  between,  and 
Connecticut,  112;  mentioned,  357";  assistance  requested  from, 
by  Massachusetts,  386. 

Richards,  John,  account  of,  131"  ;  controversy  with  Madam  Winthrop, 
132-4  ;  mentioned,  328,  345,  347,  348,  350. 

Ridgefield,  mentioned,  21,  88  ;  tumultuous  behavior  of  inhabitants  of, 
276-7. 

Rogers,  Samuel,  mentioned,  344". 

Rud,  Capt.,  mentioned,  358. 

Rum,  duty  on,  324,  325. 

R^-e,  mentioned,  16°,  26  ;  declared  to  belong  to  New  York,  36. 

Sabin,  Capt.  Noah,  mentioned,  358. 

Sables,  Cape,  mentioned,  loi,  103. 

Salmon  Brook  Society,  mentioned,  11. 

Saltonstall,  Gov.  Gurdon.  mentioned,  9,  44,  80,  250  ;  death  of,  14,  384-5. 

Saltonstall,  Nathaniel,  mentioned,  332. 

Saltonstall,  Col.,  mentioned,  66. 

Sarah's  Point,  mentioned,  46,  87, 

Sarahtogue  (Saratoga),  mentioned,  247. 

Sault  Ste  Marie,  the,  mentioned,  57°. 

Savage,  Phillips  7/s.,  case  of,  96". 

Saybrook,  mentioned,  109",  349°. 

Scantacooks  (Indians),  mentioned,  322". 

Scutt,  Capt.,  mentioned,  334,  352. 

Selleck,  John,  mentioned,  113". 

Selleck,  Martha,  mentioned,  113°. 

Sergeant,  Rev.  John,  mentioned,  322°. 

Sewall,  Rev.  Joseph,  mentioned,  290°. 

Sewall,  Major  Samuel,  in  London,  163  ;  account  of,  288"  ;  mentioned, 

292. 
Sewall,  Stephen,  mentioned,  288°. 
Seymour,  Thomas,  mentioned,  271. 
Shacl^aple,  John,  collector  of  the  ports  in    Connecticut,  104,  196  ;   a 

successor  to  appointed,    223  ;    mentioned,  229,  230  ;   account  of, 

235"  ;  death  of,  389. 
Shackmaple,  John,  Jr.,  account  of,  236  ;  mentioned,  237. 
Shapley,  Mr.,  mentioned,  346. 
Sharp,  John,  solicitor,  197  ;   employed  by  nearly  all  the  plantations, 

198  ;  mentioned,  200  ;  bill,  243.  — ^ 

Shaw's  Ford,  mentioned,  48. 
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Sheffield,  Mass.,  mentioned,  315". 

Shepag,  mentioned,  11. 

Shepherd,  John,  mentioned,  294. 

Shiperdson  (Sheperdson),  mentioned,  373»  374- 

Short,  Thomas,  mentioned,  271". 

Shute,  Gov.,  mentioned,  32",  57". 

Silk,  manufacture  of,  262,  307. 

Simsbury,  mentioned,  11,  12,  116"  ;  Belcher's  works  at,  307. 

Sineckes  (Senecas),  mentioned,  247. 

Smith,  Jabesh,  engaged  in  running  the  line  between  New  York  and 

Connecticut  privately,  88. 
Smith,  Capt.  John,  sailed  for  Ireland,  249  ;  his  death,  276, 

Smith,  Mr, '-,  sloop  cleared  for  Cape  Breton,  230. 

Society  for  Propagating  the  Gospel  among  the  Indians  and  others  in 

America,  mentioned,  57". 
Sophia,  the  Electress,  mentioned,  115". 
Spain,  acts  of  hostility  against,  prohibited  by  the  King's  order,  180-2  ; 

proclamation  of  peace  with,  389. 
Spain,  King  of,  mentioned,  129. 

Spaniards,  sloop  Hannah  and  Esther  taken  by,  194-7. 
Sprague,  Capt.  Ephraim,  mentioned,  358. 
Sprag,  Capt.,  mentioned,  11, 
St.  Francois  Indians,  mentioned,  322°. 
Stafford,  mentioned,  10,  11. 
Stamford,  mentioned,  16",  113. 

Stanley,  Nathaniel,  account  of,  309"  ;  mentioned,  389. 
Stanton,  John,  mentioned,  347,  348. 
Statute  Law  of  England,  274,  293. 
Staves,  sent  to  the  West  Indies,  145. 
Stevens,  James,  Surveyor-General,  99,  104. 
Stewart,  Matthew,  mentioned,  196. 
Stoddard,  Col.  John,  mentioned,  32,  44. 
Stonington,  mentioned,  9,   14,  70,  332,  334,  335,   348  ;   meeting  of  the 

Commissioners  at,  62,  64,  74,  75,  79,  105",  314;  agreement  made 

at,  85,  86  ;  court  at,  360,  371,  376. 
Storrs,  Capt.  Thomas,  mentioned,  358. 
Stratfield,  ecclesiastical  society,  114". 
Stratford,  mentioned,  65". 
Suffield,  mentioned,  11. 

Sugar  Colonies  Bill,  256",  287",  293.  !>- 

Surry,  Capt,  mentioned,  313,  314,  315,  316,  317,  318,  373. 
Surveyor-General  of  the  woods  in  North  America,  118. 

Talcott,  Eunice,  mentioned,  358°. 
Talcott,  Hannah,  mentioned,  113". 
Talcott,  Lt.-Col.  John,  mentioned,  113",  369". 
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Talcott,  Gov.  Joseph,  mentioned,  22,  77,  87,  96",  113",  141,  igi,  195,  199, 
219°,  235",  268,  286,  289,  314",  317",  327",  328,  342",  345,  351,  356", 
358",  388,  389,  396,  397  ;  dangerous  sickness  of,  277,  289  ;  applies 
for  increase  of  salary,  289  ;  visited  by  Mr.  George  Townsliend, 
312. 

Talcott,  Madam,  wife  of  Gov.  Joseph,  mentioned,  135,  230,  259,  288, 
292,  294. 

Talcott,  Thomas,  mentioned,  276,  296. 

Tappan,  mentioned,  19,  27. 

Thomson,  Capt.,  mentioned,  67. 

Thompson,  Major  Robert,  mentioned,  57". 

Thompson,  William,  Esq^,  mentioned,  75,  82. 

Tiederondequatt,  mentioned,  247. 

Tolland,  mentioned,  10. 

Tolland  (County),  mentioned,  349". 

Townshend,  Mr.  George,  visits  Hartford,  307,  312  ;  account  of,  307". 

Townshend,  Lord  Viscount,  mentioned,  173,  307,  312. 

Tousey,  Thomas,  suit  of,  in  England,  96". 

Trade  and  Navigation,  laws  relating  to,  99,  316,  324. 

Trade,  Free,  act  concerning,  262,  324  ;  with  the  West  Indies,  263  ;  with 
Great  Britain,  272. 

Trade,  Lords  Commissioners  of,  report  of,  on  Rhode  Island  boundary, 
68,  82,  86  ;  hearing  before,  upon,  70,  74,  79  ;  queries  from,  206  ; 
hearing  before,  concerning  intestate  estate  law,  217  ;  report  of, 
on  intestate  estate  law,  222,  232  ;  report  of,  on  the  affairs  of  the 
plantations,  294;   answer  to  queries  of,  311. 

Treat,  Rev.  Richard,  schooling  the  Indians  at  Middletown,  314-5  ; 
account  of,  314". 

Treat,  Gov.  Robert,  mentioned,  332",  369". 

Truman,  Mr.,  mentioned,  215,  216. 

Turkey  Hills,  mentioned,  11. 

Uncas,  Sachem  of  Mohegan,  mentioned,  291",  329",  349",  362,  370,  374", 
377  ;  deeds  of,  to  Mason,  328,  337,  345,  347,  348  ;  friendship  of, 
for  the  English,  368,  369  ;  lands  sold  by,  to  the  English,  376. 

Uncas,  Sam,  money  paid  to,  347. 

Utrecht,  Treaty  of,  violation  of,  34. 

Van  Dam,  Rip,  account  of,  239". 

Vaudrenil,  Governor  of  Canada,  proposed  negotiations  with,  34-5,  43. 

Voluntown,  mentioned,  358. 

Wadsworth,  Capt.  William,  overseer  of  the   Mohegan   Indians,  82  ; 

mentioned,  193. 
Wadsworth,  Rev.  Daniel,  mentioned,  317. 
Wadsworth,  Capt.,  carries  letters   and  money  to  Gov.    Belcher,   160, 

161. 
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Wakeman,  Eunice  Howell,  mentioned,  288". 

Wales,  Prince  of,  mentioned,  90,  93,  97,  98,  129,  266. 

Walley,  Abiel,  account  of,  292". 

Wallingford,  mentioned,  82,  123,  397. 

Wangunk  Indians,  mentioned,  314°. 

Ward,  Richard,  mentioned,  105. 

Warin,  Capt.  Ephraim,  mentioned,  358. 

Warner,  Lieut.,  mentioned,  13. 

Warwick,  mentioned,  86. 

Warwick  Grant,  mentioned,  so''. 

Warwick  Purchase,  mentioned,  125,  127. 

Waterbury,  mentioned,  11. 

Wawequay,  Indian  Sachem,  mentioned,  348". 

Wethersfield,  mentioned,  11,  116,  190-1°,  349''. 

Webb,  Rev.  Joseph,  account  of,  114°. 

Webux,  Jo,  mentioned,  350. 

Wendel,  Harmanus,  mentioned,  250. 

Wendel,  Johannis  Everts,  reports  French  encroachments,  249. 

West  Indies,  trade  with,  263,  287,  293. 

Westenhook,  mentioned,  88. 

Westerly,  meeting  of  commissioners  at,  48,  67,  85. 

White  pine  trees,  bill  for  prohibiting  the  cutting  of,  168. 

Whiting,  Lieut.  Charles,  mentioned,  11. 

Whiting, ,  mentioned,  330. 

Whitman,    Rev.    Samuel,  teaching    the    Indians    at    Farmington,   284 ; 

account  of,  298°. 
Whitman,  Mr.,  mentioned,  314,  375. 
Whitney,  Capt.  David,  mentioned,  358. 
Whittelsey,  Mr.,  of  Wallingford,  mentioned,  193. 
Wilks,   Francis,  employed  as  agent  for   Massachusetts,   104,  140,   178, 

J85,  198  ;    account  of,    199"  ;    mentioned,  200,   258,   273,   285,  311, 

352,  353,  396"  ;  appointed  agent  for  Connecticut,  210,  211-12,  215, 

220  ;  his  salary,  238,  285,  303,  372,  378  ;   interest  at  court,  253  ; 

money  sent  to,  for  the  defense  of  our  privileges,  267,  284-6,  287 

306,  308,  309,  310,  314,  315. 
Willard,  Secretary  Joseph,  account  of,  59"  ;  mentioned,  288,  325. 
Willard,  Samuel,  mentioned,  59". 

William  III.,  mentioned,  16°,  17,  18,  30,  31,  36,  95",  148,  207. 
Williams,  Rev.  Ebenezer,  minister  at  Pomfret,  192. 
Williams,  Rev.  Elisha,  account  of,  190"  ;  mentioned,  379. 
Williams,   Capt.   John,   commanding   Indians   at   Deerfield,  9,    10,   12  ; 

account  of,  14° ;  mentioned,  332. 
Williamson,  Capt.,  mentioned,  128,  142. 
Willimantic  River,  mentioned,  349". 
Willington,  mentioned,  349. 
Wilton,  mentioned,  16". 
Windham,  mentioned,  345,  348,  349,  358. 
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Windham  (County),  mentioned,  349",  357,  358. 

Windsor,  mentioned,  11,  123,  349". 

Wines,  duties  on,  316,  324. 

Winthrop,  Col.  Adam,  mentioned,  57",  61,  82,  313,  316,  331,  334,  375  ; 
account  of,  283". 

Winthrop,  Anne,  wife  of  John,  controversy  with  Richards  and  Doug- 
lass, 132-5  ;  account  of,  i34n  ;  King's  decree  sent  to  her,  174, 
389. 

Winthrop,  Anne,  wife  of  T.  Lechmere,  see  Lechniere,  Thomas,  94" 
95",  187,  202. 

Winthrop,  Fitz  John,  mentioned,  94",  148  ;  memorial  of,  against  the 
Duchess  of  Hamilton  claims,  381. 

Winthrop,  Gov.  John,  mentioned,  50,  74,  94°,  392. 

Winthrop,  John,  Esq^,  complaint  against  the  colony,  90,  94-7,  100,  103, 
114,  116,  124,  136",  139,  141,  150-60,  167,  168,  187,  190,  202,  221, 
222,  232,  234,  235,  244,  245  ;  account  of,  94"  ;  reinstated  in  pos- 
session of  his  lands,  132,  134,  160,  174,  389  ;  full  of  wrath  against 
Connecticut,  166,  171  ;  saving  clause  for  estates  of,  201  ;  appears 
before  the  Board  of  Trade,  217-18,  219 ;  appears  before  the 
Privy  Council,  218,  226,  227  ;   petition  of,  392-6. 

Winthrop,  Wait  Still,  death  of,  94"  ;  mentioned,  95",  131,  134". 

Winthrop  vs.  Lechmere,  case,  of,  116,  see  Lechmere  and  John 
Winthrop. 

Wolcott,  Gov.  Roger,  account  of,  122"  ;  mentioned,  136,  193,  236",  344  ; 
appointed  to  run  the  boundary  line  between  New  York  and 
Connecticut,  207. 

Wolcott,  Capt.,  mentioned,  11. 

Wood,  William,  patent  for  copper  coinage  granted  to,  387. 

Woodbridge,  Rev.  Timothy,  of  Hartford,  mentioned,  56,  61,  67,  193, 
332. 

Woodbury,  mentioned,  11, 

Woodstock,  mentioned,  10;  Gov.  Belcher's  land  in,  162". 

Wyllys,  George,  account  of,  211-12"  ;  mentioned,  294,  322. 

Wyllys,  Hezekiah,  45  ;  account  of,  211  ;  estate  befallen  him  in  Eng- 
land, 212  ;  loan  from  the  General  Assembly  to,  212". 

Yale  College,  assistance  given  by  Belcher  to,  16"  ;  mentioned,  175, 
191°,  192  ;  intended  to  uphold  the  church  by  law  established,  58. 

Yeomanones  (Mamohet),  petition  of,  376. 

Yeomanum  (Mamohet),  goes  to  England  with  Mason,  364  ;  banished 
from  his  people,  365  ;  acknowledged  Ben  Uncas  as  Sachem,  366. 

Yeomanups  (Mamohet),  urged  not  to  go  with  Mason,  346. 

Yemenom  (Mamohet),  goes  to  England  with  Mason,  359,  360. 
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